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Truth (Part 3)

Light and Truth
John W. Ritenbaugh
Given 05-Dec-92; Sermon #050

My purpose last week was to help all of us to appreciate the importance of
the truth that we aready have had revealed to us and, hopefully, to play a
role in motivating us to make even better use of that truth than we ever have
in the past. | had to stop last week because of the lack of time and we just
reached a concluding scripture for that section anyway, but | want to go back
to that last scripture, the one we left off last week in | Peter so that we can
pick up the flow once again as we begin this sermon.

Y ou might recall a couple of sermons ago | spent some time going through
Colossians 2:8-10 and | did that for the purpose of showing that the Bible
shows that, even under the best of circumstances, the philosophies of men
that undergird all the societies and cultures on earth are at their very best
nothing more than the conclusions that men have reached apart from God.

Paul also addsin that section the very distinct possibility that some of those
philosophies, maybe the mgjority of them, may have their rootsin
demonism. That sometimesis not clear just from Colossians 2:8-10, but if
you read to the end of the chapter, you will find that he says there (verse 18)
that this philosophy that those people in Colossae were involved in included
the worship of angels. We are not supposed to worship angels! He was
talking about demonism.

We have to understand then that many of the philosophies that undergird the
cultures of thisworld may have had their roots in demonism. These
traditions are what we have been redeemed from.

| Peter 1:18 Knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible

things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by
tradition from your fathers.
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God shows very clearly in the image that was witnessed by Nebuchadnezzar
in his dream, and then explained by Daniel, that Babylon was the head of
gold. He calls the whole system on earth Babylon the Great. The head shows
the fount or the source of al of the systems that follow that point.

And so when the M edo-Persians came along their system was derived (at
least in part, mgjor portions of it) from Babylon. So when the Greeks came
along, their system too had its derivation in the head of gold. Then the
Romans came along and their system too was just another derivation of what
the head had passed on down through the ages, down through the
generations, father to son, country to country, and we see on this earth
philosophies that have their origin in Babylon. So at the end it is Babylon
that is going to exercise the power on earth, and each nation, each group of
people, each ethnic group, has simply put its own twist on that system that
has its roots in Babylon.

Now thisiswhat we have been redeemed from—traditions that we have
received from our fathers. He says that these things are aimless.

The New Testament uses two different words that are translated into the one
English word vain. If you have a King Jamesit probably says vain rather
than aimless. The New King James has changed it into aimless, which is
more accurate.

These two Greek words are synonymous, yet they have dlightly different
usages. The first one, kenos corresponds more closaly to the English word,
“hollow,” thus empty or vain. It stresses the quality of a person's conduct or
thinking. The other one, which isthe one used in | Peter 1:18, is mataios and
it corresponds to the English word “futile” “or aimless’ and it stresses
conduct that produces nothing profitable.

We have been redeemed from traditions, conduct that produces nothing
profitable. We have to apply thisto eternal life, because is that not what we
areinvolved in? God has given us mortality. He wants to give us
immortality. We have received the earnest of the Spirit of God which
impregnates us with immortal life, eternal life, but if we do not have that
Impregnation, then we are going nowhere except to the grave. So the conduct
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isfutile. It is not going to produce anything that is worth carrying through
the grave. God simply has to reject that kind of conduct, that kind of
tradition.

The reason—and this begins to tie it together with these sermons on truth—
Is that those philosophies, those traditions, do not deal with reality. They do
not deal with the realities of God. They do not deal with the fact that we do
not possess immortality from the time that we are born. That is something
that has to be given. It does not deal with the realities of God's purpose and
of the plan that Heisworking it out by. It does not deal with those things at
all. It deals with things that are not reality.

| want to confirm thisto you right in the context back in verse 14:

| Peter 1:14 As obedient children, not conforming yourselves to
the former lusts, asin your ignorance.

When we were redeemed we were ignorant of the purpose of God, of the
reality of the true values of God. When God began to call usit is highly
likely that almost every one of us believed that we were immortal. It isvery
likely that any of us who were religious were keeping Sunday, rather than
the Sabbath. Sunday is not areality in terms of God's purpose at all, and the
same with the other practices of our life. Ignorance is the state of not
knowing. Y ou are not dealing with truth. Y ou are not dealing with reality.

People who are ignorant of how to use a computer cannot use one. People
who do not know how to drive a car cannot use one. People who are ignorant
of God's truth cannot use eternal life. That isareality and so their lives are
going nowhere because they are ignorant of truth. It isalifethat is
dominated by the desires, asit says here, or the lusts of the flesh. | think that
If you begin to look around with your mind you will have to agree with me
that we live in cultures that are openly dominated by desire. Instant
gratification, the fulfilling of desire,

| think that you would also have to agree (those of us who understand a bit of
history) that we have not yet reached the depths of let us say the Roman
Empire just prior toitsfall, but we are heading that way very rapidly and that
isareality. Thesignsare all there and if we are not dealing with that reality
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itisvery likely we are going to be participating in it. That was a concern of
Peter's, why he was writing about it there.

In doing alittle research on this verse | turned up some things that will help
you to understand how wild things got in Rome just before they fell.
Remember we are looking at a society that was dominated by desire. It was
not dominated by things practical even, or things that common sense would
dictate. If people had awhim, or adesire, they felt free to carry it out. What
happened in Rome just before it fell was there was a very wide, tremendous
gap between the haves and the have-nots. And the people who had not, they
were so poverty-stricken; it is almost beyond our belief. The people who had
were so wealthy it was what we would call "filthy-rich."

The filthy-rich indulged in their whims in one way, and those who were not
wealthy at al, the poverty-stricken, they satisfied their desiresin other ways.
But there was one area they all had agreement on and that was in the area of
marriage. Writers of that period tell us, for example, of awoman who had
eight husbands in five years. They write of another who was on her twenty-
third husband and he was on his twenty-first wife. They write that
homosexuality was so common that it became looked upon as normal, and
heterosexuality was abnormal.

They were having banquets on peacock brains. Do you know how big a
peacock's brain is? It isnot very big. Their head is no bigger than a
chicken's. Do you know how big the brain isinside of that chicken head?
Now can you imagine having a banquet in which peacock brains were the
main course? Do you know how many peacocks they would have to
slaughter to get the food for a banquet? Or how about a banquet on
nightingales tongues?

We have not reached that yet, but we are heading toward it. We can see very
clearly in American, Canadian, English, Australian, New Zealand society
that we are on the edge of that kind of thing and it really drives hometo us
the importance of the responsibility that has been put into our lives by God's
calling. If we do not follow his truth, then there is only one other way that
we can go and that is the way of the world. The only difference between us
and them will be one of degree. And we will be following ways that are
untrue, that are lies, that are not dealing with reality, and perhaps worst of all
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Isthat there will be no witness of the truth of God. That is the responsibility
that God has placed on you and me. We are His witnesses that He is God,
and the only way that that can be done isto respond to His truth.

So that is Peter's concern when he writes this first chapter. What are we
going to do with the truth that we have been given? He is urging these people
in chapter 1 to take advantage of it because now we are capable of living
purposeful lives, lived, spent (how else can | put it?), striving to attain to the
Kingdom of God so that we can carry God's values through the grave. The
only thing that countsisto carry God's true values through the grave.

| John 1:5-8 Thisis the message which we have heard from Him
and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at
al. If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the
light as He isin the light, we have fellowship with one another, and
the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth isnot in us.

That last verse is exceedingly important to this series of sermons because it
has been my contention in these sermons that self-deception (little fronts,
little ways in which we use to kid ourselves) that it really does not matter all
that much whether or not we obey the truth of God.

L et us establish something here about the relationship between light and
truth. | am going to turn to a series of scriptures beginning in Psalm 43:3 that
will help us to understand this relationship between light and truth. | am not
going to expound on these very much because they are pretty much self-
evident.

Psalm 43:3 Oh, send out Your light and Y our truth! Let them lead
me.

Do not think that light and truth are in this context different. In the Hebrew
language they have away that they call "doubling-up" or "doubling-over" a
word, aterm, a phrase, in which one was given to emphasi ze the other, but
they both mean the same thing. It Islike hitting it from two dlightly different
angles so that there is more emphasis on what is said. Light and truth in this
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context is the same thing and the word "truth" emphasizes the author's point
of what light means, what he means by light. Light means truth.

Psalm 67:1 God be merciful to us and bless us, and cause His face
to shine upon us.

Something that shines gives light. Something that shines reveasitself; that is
the point of the psalmist here. He is asking God to reveal Himself and he
does it through the symbolism of light, or shining. Y ou see, light cannot be
hid in darkness. When it shines out, a person immediately seesit and his
eyes are attracted to it. That isthe psalmist's point here. "God, make your
face to shineon us so that | can see it and so that | will have direction and
You will berevealed." Light and truth are in this context the same thing.

Psalm 19:8 The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes.

The commandments of God enlighten. Here it is not so much an environment
in which oneiswalking or moving in, but rather enlightening gives
understanding, gives perception of, mental perception of something. The
commandments of God give mental perception, and what do you think that is
perceived? Well, truth is perceived, and the result should be more effective
and better judgment as to how one should conduct hislife.

Psalm 119:105 Y our word isalamp to my feet and alight to my
path.

Here the symbolism of light or lamp is used in order to show direction that is
recelved as aresult of an understanding of God's Word. In other words the
person can walk, live hislife, because light, truth, is given to him.

Proverbs 6:23 For the commandment isalamp, and the law is
light.

That isvery plain. Now one more. Let us go back to the New Testament.
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Il Corinthians 4:4 whose minds the god of this age has blinded,
who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them.

What does the gospel do? It reveals to us what God's purposeis. That we are
to grow to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ so that we can
inherit the Kingdom of God. But in order to do that we need light. God has
given us free moral agency. What are we to do in the way of making
choices? What direction are we to head in? What is our motto? What are our
standards? What are we to live up to? It is the gospel that reveals those
things, gives usthe right kind of perception, understanding, judgments are
improved, conduct isimproved because light, truth, the truth of the gospel is
given to us.

Il Corinthians 4.6 For it isthe God who commanded light to shine
out of darkness who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Now back in | John 1 again. Send out the revelation of Yourself whichis
truth. That is what these scriptures add up to. It isthe revelation (truth, light
isthe revelation) of Hisway, of His doctrine and so the metaphor of light in
Scripture signify information being given or asked for. Whereby then we
know that darkness indicates ignorance, confusion, misunderstanding. And
when light comes those things are dispelled. Now when darknessiis replaced
by light then there is the opportunity for what?—right choices, right
understanding, an improvement in judgment, repentance—which onereally
cannot do until he has truth, until he can turn to the right standard. Otherwise
he is going to turn to standards that may be different from what he aready
has but are equally wrong until God chooses to light the way with His truth.
We are helpless before the onslaught of tradition, the traditions of men.

Thus we can begin to understand why sinisdefined asit is. Sinisthe
transgression of God's law. That isvery plain. But the words that are
trandlated sin into English do not mean that specifically. They mean such
things as missing the mark, wandering from the path, or even rebelliousness.
Now think about this. God islight. It is one of the ways that He is described
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in the Bible. God islight. God islove. God is Spirit. Jesus Christ said, "I am
truth." Light is truth.

All of these words are descriptors to help us to understand God somewhat
more. Light emphasizes a characteristic or quality or attribute of God and
that istruth in all of its purity. It stresses His willingness to communicate.
Do you know how it does that? When alight is turned on in darkness, you
cannot missit.

God wants to reveal Himself! Heislight. He wants to reveal Himself. Heis
willing to communicate. Heiswilling to have afellowship. And Heis
showing usthat it is Hiswillingness to do so. He is showing usthat it is His
nature to reveal Himself to us without limit. How does He do it? He does it
by providing guidance. He does it by providing for us an understanding of
what He s, you see, His standards.

Light enables us to see our way. Remember light and truth. Truth enables us
to see our way. When God reveals Himself He turns on the light. It is that
simple. How does He do it? The mechanism is truth. He reveal s truth about
Himself. Now how important is this truth to us?

L et usjust take what we might call a practical situation. Imagine yourself
walking in darkness. | am not talking here about an ordinary darkness. Even
at midnight, or 2 A.M., there isa certain amount of light that is available to
us, reflected light, usually coming from the moon. So what we normally see
In nature is not total darkness, but we see things in the dark of night as
varying shades of black, or varying shades of light.

But have you ever experienced absolute, total pitch darkness? Anybody who
has ever toured something like Carlsbad Caverns or some of the other
caverns that you can go down into in the east, you have experienced this
because normally part of the tour that they give you, they take you into abig
room and sometime or another they are going to shut off all the lights. And if
you have never experienced that, you have not experienced an unusual
experience that you need to have. It can be terrifying in a very short period
of time because you feel absolutely helpless. There is no way you can turn
and begin to move and feel secure in your movement.
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Even when we are able to see somewhat as out in nature, and we will just say
the dark of night, we do not see thingsin their true shape and form. It isvery
likely that even under that circumstance we are going to move with a great
deal of hesitancy. We are going to, every once in awhile, run into things and
we might run into them very hard and we might get very badly hurt trying to
move around freely, even in the dark of an ordinary night. One thing for sure
Isthat it isgoing to be, at very best, difficult to move about in darkness. It is
going to impede your progress considerably.

| remember reading in one of Laura Ingalls Wilder's books, Little House on
the Prairie or one of those, an amusing chapter that she wrote about Pa, her
father. | do not know what the reason was, but for some reason it was the
dead of night. It was December or January. It was a zero kind of night and he
had to go into town. He left in the daytime, but by the time he got to town
and turned around (he wanted to get back to his home that night) it became
dark. He was walking, and so he was on the path on the way home and
suddenly in the dark of night (it just happened this way that there was no
moon and it was unusually dark, and bitterly cold), Pawas brought to a
sudden standstill by a bear standing in his path with hisarms up in the air.
For hours, Padid not move, and neither did the bear, until finally the sun
came up and he saw that the bear was simply the stump of atree with two
branches that were coming off of itina“v.”

| tell you thisto illustrate that when a person does not have truth, his
judgment about what he does see isimpaired and he does not see the redlity.
He does not see things as they really are, but he sees things that are
conceived of his own thinking about what he thinks they are. So we see life
becomes aimless and purposel ess with progress hindered a very great deal
and an awful lot of hurt and pain being suffered by people because they do
not have the truth.

So darkness symbolizes alife lived in ignorance, ignorance of the truth of
God. Itisalifethat isin redlity hostile to truth and tries to snuff it out, and
so darkness also stands for chaos and immorality of alife lived apart from
God and His truth. Do you not think that it is interesting that when the Bible
beginsin Genesis 1:2 that it begins with the earth in darkness and chaos and
the first thing God does to put thingsin order is allow the light to shine
through? It is a very deep and important spiritual lesson that God begins the
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very Bible with—that in order for people to get out of the chaos and
confusion of their life, they have to have light, truth. So truth then, or light, is
reality and it reveals reality so that we are able to see thingsin their true
character.

How much is our judgment improved when we know the truth? Anybody
who is amother or father knows this. "Johnny did this." "Mary did that."
And so they are arguing different sides asking mom or dad to make a
decision about this, and mom or dad are confused because they are getting
conflicting stories from the two kids. If you just know the truth, your
judgment isimmediately improved.

It is the same thing with God. It is the same thing with us. Our judgment
about life isimmediately improved when we know the truth. God's Word is
truth. God's Word islight. Light is truth. And so we see here that even
though we have words that are not specifically the same, they are very much
interchangeable. So to walk in truth isto walk in the light, to walk in reality,
or to walk in HisWord.

It isto walk or conduct our lives as things are rather than as we wish they
were or as tradition or feelingstell usthey are. God gives us His truth
because He loves us, because He wants us to quit running into things and
hurting ourselves and others.

If we claim to be Christians and then deceive ourselves into consistently
ignoring reality, truth, then we are in truth playing the hypocrite. Probably
the most difficult areain this whole process that we are talking about hereis
| John 1:5-8. The most difficult thing for usisto acknowledge the reality of
sin, to pierce through all the sophistries with which we can so easily explain
away or excuse sinin ourselves. We say, "Yes, but . . ." Wesay, "I only did
it because. . ." "l did it because they treated me so mean."

| will give you an up-to-date example. Senator Bob Packwood from Oregon
IS now excusing his harassment of women on the basis of alcoholism. That is
adodge. He should not have been an alcoholic in the first place, if heisone.
He may not be one. He may drink, but now thisis a convenient way to
excuse the charge, the more serious charge, with something else.
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To admit sinfulness as a blanket term is one thing. To admit to a specific sin
In specific situations as being branded aliar, a cheat, or sensual, or jealous,
or covetous, now that is another thing altogether. Here we come to the
important part. Apply thisto | John 1:5-8. To have fellowship with God, we
must walk in the light, truth. That iswhat he is saying.

Now carry it alittle bit further. John is saying that walking in truth creates
and strengthens fellowship with God and with others who are also walking in
the light. It creates and strengthens fellowship.

Think of thisin thislight. Can you imagine maintaining a human relationship
with someone with whom you are constantly at odds? That is why bitterly
fighting married people get divorces. They are not having a good fellowship.
They are at odds with one another.

Think of thisin terms of God and His truth and walking in the light. Can two
walk together except they be agreed? That is what John is expounding upon
here and thisiswhy walking in light or truth is so important to us and if we
permit this carnality that is within us to deceive us into making justifications,
rationalizations, excuses for not following the truth, well, we are cutting
ourselves right off from God. And that is what John hopes will not happen
and why the exhortation is here for us to walk in the light.

Do you know what the word fellowship means? It means joint participation,
doing something together. It means sharing in common. It means having
common likes and didlikes. It means having a common nature—the divine
nature. Thisiswhy the carnal nature and the nature of God, the Spirit of
God, the divine nature are at odds with one another. Two different
approachesto life, two different attitudes.

Thereisawar. The flesh against the spirit is the way Paul put it. That iswhat
we are talking about here. A fellowship.

Now a question: Is Jesus going to marry (that is, rnter fully into the New
Covenant with) one or those with whom there is disagreement about a way
of life? That is how serious thisis. Our being in the Kingdom of God
depends on what our response to truth is. So the relationship with God
requires moral and ethical behavior like God. When we do this, when we are
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really walking in the light, we are worshipping God in spirit and in truth. All
these things begin to tie together and the common thread in every one of
them is response to truth.

True Christian fellowship is possible only among those who believein a God
of absolute pure goodness and take up the obligation despite their failuresto
live like He does. God would like for us to be perfect, but we are not perfect.
In the human sense we may think that alittle child, atwo, three, four year
old, that they are just perfect. Well we understand what we mean. That they
are perfect as far as they have gone with life and we accept them with their
imperfections because we also know that child istrying the best it knows
how to grow up.

It is the same way with our relationship with God. He wants us to grow to
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. That is the epitome. That
Is perfection, but we are not there yet. So He accepts usin the perfection that
He expects usto be at the time that we are living. So we could be acceptable
before Him even though we have failures based upon the fact that He knows
that we are striving with all of our being to walk in the light.

Heisfaithful. He will continue to reveal more and more of that light of His
perfection and then that fellowship can continue and we can continue to
grow. Now hereisthe beauty of it, one of the beauties. John says,

| John 1.7 But if wewalk in the light as He isin the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son
cleanses usfrom all sin.

How isthat possible? It is possible by the process that | have just explained
to you. Aswe grow He keeps revealing more and more of His perfection to
us, and as He reveals His perfection, His light, His truth, we continue to do
what? Repent. Go to Him for forgiveness of what we are and what we have
done, and He continues to cleanse us by the blood of Jesus Christ, and
Imperfections are washed away.

Are you beginning to see that everything in this Christian life ultimately

comes down to the relationship with God? The fellowship, then undergirding
that is the response to truth, light. Without the relationship, without the
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fellowship that is made possible through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ which
bridges the gap between us and God and enables us to have the relationship,
then no growth will take place. We can say the practice of walking in the
light makes perfect. It is not a matter of changing and cleansing ourselves,
but rather that the fellowshipping with God has a transforming and
perfecting quality.

We know that evil communication corrupts good manners. Now the obverse
of that is that wonderful, pure, good communication produces good manners.
Another way of saying it isthis: When you are around evil people, you are
going to pick up their habits and their ways. When you choose as your
companions those people who have the standards of God and fellowship with
them, it is going to very likely rub off on you. Y ou cannot fellowship with
anybody better than God. That is the whole purpose. When you are around
Him, you become like Him, unless you consciously decide to cut yourself off
from Him by rgecting His truth.

It isawonderful system. Everything hinges on the relationship, on the
fellowship, and then ultimately to the response to truth. We cannot afford to
allow our carnal naturein us (it is still there, as Paul said, sin was till in
him) to gain the upper hand and keep us from working and building on this
relationship.

In Leviticus 19:2, it tells us that we are to be holy because He is holy and
that is what this fellowship is doing. It is equipping us for holiness on a day-
to-day basis. Now maintaining that fellowship is not always easy because of
the pregjudices that we bring with us because of the traditions of man, the
traditions of our culture.

As | explained in another sermon, we were helpless before them until God
opened our mind and we just absorbed what our parents taught us. So it takes
conscious effort for us to respond to the truth.

Let us go back to | Peter 1:2. Thiswas written to the pilgrims of the
Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,
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| Peter 1:2 elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father,
in sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the
blood of Jesus Christ.

What Peter wrote here is intended not merely to instruct, but also to
encourage. We are here listening to God's Word because God Almighty
Himself personally chose us to be here. That needs to sink into our brain and
become part of what we operate our lives by. We are the chosen of God,
elect according to His foreknowledge. That is, before we ever knew of the
true God, He was watching our lives. He was monitoring it and waiting for
the opportunity, that at just the right time, He would reveal to us Himself in
just the right circumstance, just the right environment, so that we would have
the best opportunity to respond to His truth.

We expand this whole thing out to include the whole church. The church
exists because God willed it so. The church does not exist because of human
goodness or in human hopes and aspirations or vision or dreams. It exists
because of the eternal purpose of God and that is a tremendous honor, and
responsibility. It is both at the same time.

So it is God working through His Spirit (notice that in that verse, “elect
according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification or setting
apart or consecration of the Spirit”), who sets us apart or consecrates us or
makes us fit for His calling. God is a Creator. That iswhat Peter is
explaining here. It is God who is making usfit for Hiscalling. Hiscalling is
to have usinherit His Kingdom. Let us not limit the calling just to the time
that He entered into our lives and we began to understand. The calling
includes the whole process.

The goal He hasin mind is stated here as "obedience and sprinkling of the
blood of Jesus Christ." It isthe Spirit of God which makes the calling of God
effective. His calling isa singular act, but at sometime in our lives, you
might say He messed with our brain and He turned the light on and we began
to respond. That was a singular act in time that He did that, but that calling is
also a process that begins with that singular act and ends with aresurrection
into His family.
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The process is both at the beginning and the end and everything that comes
In between, and it isthe Spirit of God which ties al of these things together.
It tiesin theinitial act by God to open our mind, the beginning of
sanctification. | should go back to another word. Y ou hear the Protestants
using this. It is not one that we have used frequently, but it is the word
"regeneration,” and it does appear in the Bible. It islike having a second
start—being regenerated. And then comes sanctification which hasto do
with growth, overcoming, and becoming more like God; and finally thereis
glorification.

So we have awhole process that is encompassed by the calling of God. It is
the Spirit of God that ties all of these together.

John 16:7-11 Nevertheless | tell you the truth. It isto your
advantage that | go away; for if | do not go away, the Helper will
not come to you; [Here is the subject—the Helper. And we know
that that Helper is God's Holy Spirit] but if | depart, | will send it to
you. And when it has come, it will convict the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they do not believe
in Me; of righteousness, because | go to My Father and you see Me
no more; of judgment, because the ruler of thisworld isjudged.

The Spirit of God is givento guide usinto all truth. That comes from another
verse. It doesthisin two ways. One of them is positive and the other is
negative. One is through conviction of sin, which we saw in one of the
verses here, and the other through revelation of the right way. It is not good
enough just to convict us of sin. We have to have an outlet, a direction with
which to go in our lives when we repent. When we turn, we have to have a
direction to go in. And so the Spirit of God will convict us of sin, but it will
also teach us, guide usin the way that we are to go.

Now the Holy Spirit in this process, in which both the positive and negative
are working at the same time, the Holy Spirit plays the part of both
prosecutor and defender. Y ou might say prosecutor and advocate. It isin
effect a duplication of what Christ would do if He were here in person. It is
what He did with the original disciples. He convicted them of sin, but He
also showed them the right way to go.
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However when He did that, He was confined to one place at one time
because He was only aMan. And thisiswhy that He said that, "It is needful
for Me to go away." Then He would be Spirit. He would have total power
and use of the Spirit of God, and because He would be omnipotent and
omnipresent, He could be everywhere at once. So He was not then limited by
the constraints of time and place. That iswhy He said, "It's needful that | go
away," because it expanded opportunities to Him for work with people all
over the world at the same time. So He would multiply the efforts of the true
church of the disciples by dying and then going off to heaven.

The Spirit of God isworking then in al the people who possess the Spirit of
God, all at the same time, and it is both prosecutor and defender at one and
the same time, and again as | said a duplication of what Christ would do if
He were present.

Now we have then the possibility of uninterrupted fellowship, all of us can,
with Christ and with the Father at any time. We are never constrained by
time or place.

Let uslook at thisword in verse 8, "And when it has come, it will convict . .
" Convict means to reprove, to expose, to refute. It can mean to convince, or
it can mean to convict. However that still does not quite get acrossin the
English what this word means. In actual usage, we would have to use two
words. The English word cross-examine. The Holy Spirit will cross-
examine. Now we begin to get a picture of an attorney questioning
somebody who is on the witness stand. In this case, though, it is the Holy
Spirit and it isusing the truth of God, but it has the sense of cross-examining
a person until the person admits his errors and acknowledges the truth of his
opponent's arguments. In this case the opponent is the Spirit of God, or we
might say God Himsalf.

This same word is also used for the action of conscience, the person's heart
and mind. This cross-examination can thus do two things. It convicts a
person of acrime, i.e. sin, or convinces him of the weakness of his stand, or
you might say, his case.
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L et me read this to you from a more modern trans ation from the New
English Bible. | am going to read those same verses. “When it comesit will
confute the world and show where right and wrong and judgment lie.”

That is so interesting. It will convict us of right and wrong. Y ou see, the
positive and negative aspects. But how does it do it? By the revelation of
truth which God, by a miracle of His Spirit, makes to have impact on our
minds in away that we never felt before, never understood before. A miracle
of transformation is beginning to take place and His purpose is that He will
be able to lead us into making the right choice based upon His truth rather
than the darkness or ignorance of tradition or the philosophies of men.

The New English Bible used the word "confute" instead of the word
"convict." Confute meansto "overwhelm by argument.” | do not know about
you, but when | was converted that was very definitely a part of the process.

| felt overwhelmed by the logic of the truth that | was having revealed to me,
something | could never see before and thereit was. | could not deny that |
had to keep the Sabbath; that | had to keep the holy days; that | had to tithe—
onetithe, two tithes, three tithes. | could not argue against it. That was God's
Holy Spirit, and God was leading me that way to see whether | would make
the choice to fellowship with Him by following His way.

Do you see what we are beginning to see hereis that God wants us to
fellowship with Him, but as we are humanly, it cannot take place because the
carnality in usis so strong that it must be overcome by a superior force and
that superior force is His Holy Spirit revealing to us arguments based on His
truth of such force that they overwhelm our resistance and lead usinto
making the right choices. Y ou talk about grace! Thiswhole thing is an act of
grace on the part of God because unless He did that we would never become
converted. That iswhy | read you those scripturesin | Peter 1:2, "elect
according to the foreknowledge of God."

The Holy Spirit does not merely accuse us of sin, but it brings usto an
Inescapable sense of guilt so that we are able to recognize our shame and our
hel plessness before God. It creates such an awareness of sin that we cannot
evade it by rationalizing it. “Well, everybody's doing it.” “Well, it isn't all
that important.”
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Turn with meto Il Samuel 12. Thisisthe time that Nathan came to David
and his strategy was to present an analogy to David that caused David to leap
forward with the right answer.

|1 Samuel 12:7 Then Nathan said to David, "Y ou are the man!
Thus saysthe Lord God of Israel: 'l anointed you king over Isradl,
and | delivered you from the hand of Saul.'

And on and on it goes. The Holy Spirit's function is very similar to Nathan's
function in this circumstance. David was so convicted that he was reduced to
a state of complete repentance, so he wrote Psalm 51.

Psalm 51:4 Against You, You only, have | sinned, and done this
evil in Your sight.

David was brought face to face with truth, with reality, with light. The Holy
Spirit actually convicted him, confuted him with an overwhelming argument
showing where wrong and right were and he could not escape. He dodged
the issue for nine months at least and made all kinds of rationalizations, even
to the point of bringing about the death of Uriah. That is how far he dodged
the issue.

Maybe you and | have not done something like that, but every single one of
usisguilty of the same thing in principle. We dodge the issue.

Let uslook at another example in Acts 2. Peter is preaching.

Acts 2:37-38 Now when they heard this [that is Peter talking to
them about Jesus Christ whom they had dlain], they were cut to the
heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and
brethren, what shall we do?' Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and
let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit."

When the Jews killed Jesus they did not believe they were sinning. They

thought they were doing God's service. The apostle Paul in hisignorance
was guilty of bringing about the hailing of men and women into prison, very
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likely people were persecuted in other ways, and maybe even some were put
to death. Perhaps, the indication is, in regard to the death of Stephen, Paul
was responsible for that, or aringleader in it. He thought he was doing God's
service. He thought he was doing God a favor, but when he was "hit" (if |
can put it like that) by the light of God on the road to Damascus and the truth
suddenly revealed to him, well he knew he was nothing more than a hunk of
junk lying blind on the road to Damascus.

The Holy Spirit did that. The Holy Spirit smote these people in the heart so
that they could clearly see that they were individually responsible for the
death of Jesus Christ even if they had not been there when it actually took
place.

We are beginning to see very clearly the part the Spirit of God takesin this
process. Without the Spirit of God, the truth of God is like looking into the
darkness. We see shape and form of things, but without the Spirit of God, the
things, the truths that make up all of the mechanism of God's purpose, all of
the doctrines, al of the teachings, they do not make the right sense. They
cannot be put in their right order so that they really add up to or give aclear
picture of what God is doing.

That iswhy you find so much confusion out there in the world of false
Christianity. The people are sincere, but the light of God does not shine upon
them the way it has for us so that everything can be put in the right order and
we can see the true shape and form of things and reality appears as
something we can see clearly.
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