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pe FSO N al from John W. Ritenbaugh

The

Christian Fight

Part Four

Previously, we had reached Hebrews 11:4 and its
example of Abel’s use of faith in God, Jesus
Christ, and the instruction God provides to usin
Scripture. We had seen that our faith in them
comes about by hearing the Word of God, most
specifically the gospel. However, to understand
thisspecificfaith properly, weneedtorealizethat
it is not truly and completely our response to
hearing the gospel. Rather, it is more spiritually
correct to understand that God gives this specific
faith, and that the hearing of the gospel is the
avenue by which He gives this awesome gift.
This specific faith is the faith required for
salvation. One can have faith in any number of
people or products through mere human experi-
ence. We commonly make statements like “He
hasfaithin General M otorsautomobiles,” or “ She
is faithful to Kenmore washing machines.” We
can even havefaith in another person’s character.
In John 6:44, Jesus declares for our humble
acceptance, “No one can come to Me unless the
Father who sent Medrawshim; and | will raisehim
up at thelast day.” Not asingle person could come
to God for salvation unless God drawshim through
Jesus Christ. Saving faith is a very special faith,
existinginanindividual only because of amiracu-
lousgift from God. Itisnot generated internally by
logical human reason, common sense, or human
experience. If faith were not a graciously and
freely given gift of God, but rather our own inter-

nally generated response to hearing the gospel,
God would be indebted to us. In other words, He
would owe us because we, on our own, provided
the faith to begin and continue in His way.
Notice the conversation Jesus had just mo-
ments before what is recorded in John 6:44:

“Do not labor for the food which perishes,
but for thefood which enduresto everlasting
life, which the Son of Man will giveyou....”
Then they said to Him, “What shall we do,
that we may work the works of God?” Jesus
answered and said to them, “Thisisthework
of God, that you believeinHimwhomHehas
sent.” Therefore they said to Him, “What
sign will Y ou perform then, that we may see
itand believeY ou?What work will Y oudo?’
(John 6:27-30)

Jesusclearly saysthat believing inthe One God
sent—Jesus Christ—is God’s work! He clarifies
thisinverse 44, declaring that God isthat specific
belief’s Originator and Source; otherwise, we
would not have the faith of which He speaks. As
usual, the Jews did not completely understand.

In Ephesians 2:1, 8-10, Paul reemphasizesthis
same foundational fact:

And you He made alive, who were dead in
trespasses and sins. . . . For by grace you
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have been saved through faith, and that not of your-
selves; itisthegift of God, not of works, lest anyone
should boast. For we are His workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them.

Noticefirst how thischapter begins: Hehasmadeusalive.
Paul makes sure that we understand that it is God who
gives what we spiritually possess. Asfor verse 8, it does
not matter whether we believe that the pronoun “it” refers
to grace or faith; both are gifts of God.

Grace is God'’ s kindness to us, shown or demonstrated
by Hisrevealing Himself tous. It might hel ptothink of this
in reference to God revealing Himself to Moses in the
burning bush before He sent him to Egypt. If God did not
freely purpose on the strength of Hisown sovereignwill to
reveal Himself, neither Moses nor we would ever find
Him. If aperson cannot find God on hisown, how could he
possibly havefaith in Him? Satan has deceived us so well
that men have only the foggiest idea of what to look for.

Faith—with God asits object—begins and continues as
part of His gift of kindness. The gift includes His calling,
the granting of repentance, the sacrifice of Christ for our
forgiveness, and His giving of His Spirit. It isacomplete
package of many individual gifts. The gospel is the
medium that provides the objects of the faith He gives,
that is, what we believeand trust in. Paul, perceiving these
gifts as a package, uses “grace” as its label. In verses 9-
10, headvancestothelogical “ next step” in God’ spurpose.

The Faith/Works Connection

Our worksin noway jump-start theprocessof justification,
sanctification, and glorification. All our works, beginning
with repentance and continuing through our period of
sanctification, depend directly onthefreely givenkindness
and faith God provides. Our God-ordained good worksare
theresult of our responsetothegift of faith that God gives.
Works, then, are the external evidence of the unseen,
internal faith that motivates them. A person could not do
them unless God had given the gift of faith beforehand.
Good works follow, they do not precede.

Il Corinthians 5:17-18 confirms this: “Therefore, if
anyoneisin Christ, heis anew creation; old things have
passed away; behold, all thingshave becomenew. Now all
thingsareof God who hasreconciled usto Himself through
Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconcilia-
tion.” This corroborates that it is God working in the
person. Hiswork istermed a“new creation.” Since nothing
new creates itself, we are the workmanship of another. We
are God's workmanship. In sum, because of what God
does, we cooperate and produce works that He ordains.

The apostle Paul addsto our understanding in Philippi-
ans 2:12-13: “Therefore, my beloved, asyou have always
obeyed, not asin my presence only, but now much morein
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my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling; for itis God who worksin you both to will and
to do for His good pleasure.” He is not saying that we
should work in order to obtain salvation. These verses
indicate the continuing use of something one already
possesses. They suggest carrying something to its logical
conclusion, whichisfor ustolivelivesworthy of the gospel,
doing theworks God ordained, asin Ephesians 2:10.

In Romans 9:9-19, Paul, using Jacob and Esau’s pre-
birth circumstances as a foundation, provides a clear
illustration to show that from beginning to end, the whole
salvation processdependsupon God’ sinvolvement. Jacob,
representing those called into the church, received God’ s
love in the form of gifts designed to prepare him for the
Kingdom of God. To Esau, representing theuncalled, God
has simply withheld Hislove for the time being.

What had happened to the people to whom the book of
Hebrews was written? They were losing—indeed, had
already lost—much of their former conviction. Though
they had plenty to believeinrelationto God, asPaul shows
withinthe epistle, their conviction wasdissipating through
neglect. They were not working out their salvation; thus,
they were losing it!

Conviction is the opposite of superficiality. This does
not mean asuperficial person cannot bereligious. Rather,
he may appear religious outwardly, but in terms of atrue,
inward transformation of the heart, he islacking, as seen
in the absence of zeal in seeking changeor inreal applica-
tion of righteousness.

In Paul’s judgment, the Hebrews had lost the internal
certainty that what they believed was right, trustworthy,
and so important that they should willingly givetheir lives
to it. They were allowing other concerns like business,
social, and entertainment matters too much time and
attention. Intheworld, theforces of hostile skepticism are
everywhere and constantly pressuring a Christian from
every angle. The Hebrews' works showed that they were
steadily retreating before that pressure.

Thisworld is the Christian’s largest, broadest field of
battle, and nearly constant influences designed to drive a
wedgeinto our carnality emanatefromit. What happensif
we neglect the right use of God’s gift of faith? Hebrews
shows us that a Christian does not immediately “loseit,”
but as he slowly spirals downward, spiritual life becomes
merely an intellectual position to be held, not a striving
after righteousness. God becomes merely an object of
intellectual thought, not amotivation for change of behav-
ior and attitude to imitate Him. Church attendance and
religion becomeintellectualized but not experiential. That
is how Laodiceanism becomes a reality in a Christian’'s
life. Thisis especially likely to occur when a Christian
groupiseconomically comfortable.

God' sgift of faithisintended by Himto beintellectual,
practical, and motivational. Thisbringsusback tothemany
examples Paul usesin Hebrews 11 toillustrate how faith



is most profitably used. He provides an orderly arrange-
ment of instruction from basic definitions and builds to-
ward the more difficult principles.

Faith, Christ’s Death, and Justification

Oneof themost basictruthsin God’ sprograminvolvesthe
fact that the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23). The
death we are intended to understand is the second death.
There are only two ways to satisfy this basic truth: First,
all humansmust be paid that wage because all have sinned
and comeshort of theglory of God (Romans 3:23). Second,
another, an innocent One on whom death has no claim
because He never sinned, must pay that wage in our stead,
substituting His death for ours.

Wefind both aspects applied to practical Christian life
in Romans. Paul writesin Romans 5:8, “But God demon-
strates His own love toward us, in that while we were
still sinners, Christ died for us.” It is essential that we
thoroughly understand that Christ died, not merely asa
benefit, but for us, that is, in our place. His death substi-
tutesfor our well-deserved death, whichweearned through
sin. Earlier, the apostle had written in Romans 4:1-5:

What then shall we say that Abraham our father has
found according to the flesh? For if Abraham was
justified by works, he has something to boast about,
but not before God. For what doesthe Scripture say?
“ Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him
for righteousness.” Now to him who works, the wages
are not counted as grace but as debt. But to him who
does not work but believes on Him who justifies the
ungodly, hisfaith is accounted for righteousness.

When confronted by such scriptures that cannot be
broken, our only possible conclusion is that the sin-debt
that each person owesto God absol utely cannot beworked
off. It is so huge and serious that an already sin-defiled
person cannot pay it off. Once a person sins, his debt is
absolutely irredeemable by anyone or any action except
through death. Either each individual paysfor himself, or
Christ pays in his place. These are the only acceptable
payments. Romans 4:11-13 clarifiesfurther:

And [Abraham] received the sign of circumcision, a
seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had
whilestill uncircumcised, that hemight bethefather of
al those who believe, though they are uncircumcised,
that righteousness might be imputed to them also, and
the father of circumcision to those who not only are of
thecircumcision, but who alsowalk inthe stepsof the
faith which our father Abraham had while still uncir-
cumcised. For the promisethat he would be the heir of
the world was not to Abraham or to his seed through
the law, but through the righteousness of faith.

Circumcision represents any work or any body of works
that an individual might attempt to use as payment—they

are unacceptable for this use, any and all of them.

Verse 16 continues, “ Thereforeitisof faith that it might
be according to grace, so that the promise might be sureto
all the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also
tothosewho are of thefaith of Abraham, whoisthefather
of us all.” Paul states a major reason why justification
absolutely must be by gracethroughfaith: Itisby meansof
grace that everybody receives afair chance for salvation.
Gracelevelstheplayingfield. What woul d happento those
who could not match the impressive body of works of an
Abraham? They wouldfail to bejustified. Thetruthisthat
even Abrahamwasnot justified by hiscircumcisionworks.
He, too, wasjustified through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ
and God'’ sgrace. It has been thisway from the beginning;
Genesis 6:8 testifiesthat Noah found gracein God’ seyes.

Romans4:18-21 continues Abraham’ sstory of justifi-
cation:

...who, contrary to hope, in hopebelieved, so that he
became the father of many nations, according to
what was spoken, “So shall your descendants be.”
And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his
own body, already dead (since he was about a
hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah’'s
womb. He did not waver at the promise of God
through unbelief, but wasstrengthenedinfaith, giving
glory to God, and being fully convinced that what He
had promised He was also able to perform.

God made possible the faith Abraham demonstrated in
thisexample of how helived hislife. A very positiveresult
came of all of this, as verses 22-25 testify:

Andthereforeit was accounted to him for righteous-
ness. Now it was not written for his sake alone that
it was imputed to him, but also for us. It shall be
imputed to uswho believein Himwho rai sed up Jesus
our Lord from the dead, who was delivered up
because of our offenses, and was raised because of
ourjustification.

The key word isimputed, which means “to credit to; to
reckon or assign to; to ascribe or account to.” Because of
what God does, forgiveness and justification occur. We
are credited to be in alignment with the laws of God
because the righteousness of the sinless One who substi-
tuted for us by dying in our place is imputed—reckoned
to—our account. Romans 5:1 declares that justification
opens theway to all that follows:

1. Acceptanceinto God’ s presence so atruerelation-
ship can begin.

2. Having the hope of eternal life and the glory of God.

3. Thereceipt of God’' s Holy Spirit.

4. The writing of God’s laws on our heart.

5. Making our legal, imputed righteousness before
Godintopractical, experiential, personal righteous-
ness through sanctification.

FORERUNNER
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An Important Symbolical Death

To this point, Jesus Christ’s substitutionary death has
been emphasized, but an additional death must also
occur to makejustificationapractical reality. Thisdeath
isour own, but it issymbolical in nature and isbased in
the certainty of life that God makes available and
effectual. Paul writesin Colossians 3:1-3: “If then you
were raised with Christ, seek those things which are
above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.
Set your mind onthingsabove, not onthingsontheearth.
Foryoudied, andyour lifeishiddenwith Christin God.”
We must amplify thiswith Romans 6:5-6:

For if we have been united together in thelikeness
of His death, certainly we also shall be in the
likenessof Hisresurrection. Knowingthis, that our
old maniscrucified with Him, that the body of sin
might be done away with, that we should nolonger
be slaves of sin.

This symbolic death and resurrection is achieved
through repentance, which we do because we believe
we are sinners in need of God's forgiveness, having
broken His law and earned death. Again, this occurs
only because of what God doesfirst. It alsoforgesalink
between God and us. That link is God-given faith,
established because we believe and act on right, true
knowledge. These subsequent actions provide evidence
that the right connections have been made.

This brings us back to Hebrews 11:4 and the lesson
contained in Abel’s example of faith: “By faith Abel
offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain,
through which he obtained witness that he was righ-
teous, Godtestifying of hisgifts; andthroughit hebeing
dead still speaks.” Abel offered his sacrifice by faith.
Since faith comes by hearing the Word of God, Abel
believed what God said and followed through in obedi-
encetoit. His belief motivated and produced awork in
agreement with what God ordained that those being
created in Christ Jesus should walk in. From whom did
Abel hear God' sWord? Perhaps from God Himself, but
it was most likely from Adam and Eve.

Even so, Abel’s act of faith must follow the same
pattern as everybody else’'s. He, too, is saved by grace
throughfaith, thusit was God, working out His purpose,
who enabled Abel to believe. By this act, to this very
day, heistestifying to usthat this process, the creation
of salvation in each of us, begins and continuesin this
manner. God isconsistent (Malachi 3:6; Hebrews 13:8;
James1:17). Inthingspertaining to sal vation, everybody
is dealt with in an evenhanded, fair manner. Why?

Why has God made Himself solely responsiblefor the
existenceof thefaiththat enablesapersonto bejustified
and go on to perfection? We have already seen one
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reason: to give everybody afair chance because no one
could muster the works sufficient to pay for the wages
of sin. A second, very important reason begins to be
explainedinl Corinthians1:19-21, 26-31:

For itiswritten, “1 will destroy the wisdom of the
wise, andwill bringto nothing theunderstanding of
the prudent.” Where is the wise? Where is the
scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? For
since, in the wisdom of God, the world through
wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through
the foolishness of the message preached to save
those who believe. . . . For you see your calling,
brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh,
not many mighty, not many noble, are called. But
God has chosen the foolish things of the world to
put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the
weak things of the world to put shame the things
which are mighty; and base things of the world,
and thingswhich are despised, God has chosen, yes,
and things which are not, to bring to nothing things
that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence.
But of Himareyouin Christ Jesus, who becamefor
us wisdom from God—and righteousness and
sanctification, and redemption—that, asitiswritten,
“Hethat glorieslet him glory in the Lorp.”

God has purposely chosen this means to put proud
and stiff-necked mantotally in debt to Him for the most
important achievement in all of life. Men have accom-
plished much and will continueto do many great things.
However, verses 19-21 expose why the wise of this
worldwill not submit to God. Thereason becomesclear
inthe phrase, “the foolishness of preaching” (verse 21,
King James Version [KJV]). This tranglation is some-
what misleading in the King James; it should read “the
foolishness of the message preached,” as in the New
King JamesVersion (NKJV). Paul isnot saying that the
wise of this world reject the act of preaching but that
they consider the content of the message preached to be
foolish. In other words, the wise will not believe the
gospel, most specifically that God in the flesh has died
for the sins of the world.

It cannot be overestimated how important humility
expressed by faith before God isto the overall spiritual
purpose of God for each individual! Each person must
know asfully aspossiblethat Christ died for him, that his
own works do not provide forgiveness, and that he has
not created himself in Christ Jesus. Nobody evolvesinto
agodly person on the strength of hisown will. Itis God
whoworksin usbothtowill andtodo (Philippians2:13).
No new creation creates itself. So, by and large, God
calls the undignified, base, weak, and foolish of this
world, peoplewhomthe unbelieving wise consider tobe

(continued on page 17)



prophecy watch

THE SECOND EXODUS

PART TWO

It is unclear when these events will begin, nor isit
entirely certainhow longtheir aggregatedurationwill
be. Evenso, Isaiah 27:13 givesaclueregardingwhen
the Second Exodus will begin:

So it shall beinthat day: the great trumpet will
be blown; they will come, who are about to
perish in theland of Assyria, and they who are
outcastsin theland of Egypt, and shall worship
the Lorp in the holy mount at Jerusalem. (Em-
phasis oursthroughout)

The context is “[the] children of Israel” being
“gathered one by one” (verse 12). “They ... whoare
about to perish” seems to refer to the peoples of
Israel enduring the time of Jacob’s Trouble. The
turning point, then, and the beginning of deliverance,
iswhen*“thegreat trumpet will beblown.” TheOlivet
Prophecy correlates to this, for Jesus Christ says,

Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in
heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will
mourn, and they will seethe Son of Man coming
on the clouds of heaven with power and great

glory. And Hewill send Hisangel swith a great
sound of a trumpet, and they will gather
together His elect [chosen people] from the
four winds, from one end of heaven [the Greek
wordisplural—“heavens’—referringtothings
within earth’s atmosphere (e.g., “the four
winds") rather than to the heaven of God's
throne] to the other. (Matthew 24:30-31)

The trumpet is a symbol of considerable conse-
quence in the Old and New Testaments. In general,
it can signify an alarm of war, a call to assemble, or
a command to march (see Numbers 10:1-10). The
fourth annual holy day is the Feast of Trumpets, a
“memorial of blowing of trumpets, a holy convoca-
tion” (Leviticus23:24; Numbers29:1). Psalm 81:3-5
indicates Joseph was released from prison in Egypt
ontheFeast of Trumpets, makingfor rich symbolism
regarding the future release of Israelite captives.
God, through the prophets, often uses “Joseph” to
represent, not just Ephraim and Manasseh, but also
all of Israel (seeEzekiel 37:16-19; Amos5:6, 15; 6:6;
Obadiah 1:18; Zechariah 10:6). In addition, God
caused the walls of Jericho to fall after seven suc-
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cessive days of trumpets sounding (Joshua 6:4-20).

Various end-time prophecies show that a trumpet pre-
cedes the Day of the Lord (Joel 2:1; Zechariah 9:14-16),
when Jesus Christ returnsasKing of kingsand overthrows
the nations of thisworld, establishing the Kingdom of God
on earth. Theresurrection from the dead isalso connected
toamighty trumpet blast (I Corinthians 15:52; | Thessal o-
nians 4:16). While the book of Revelation tells of seven
trumpets(Revelation 8:2—11:15), whenthelast one sounds,
“the kingdoms of thisworld have become the kingdoms of
our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and
ever!” (Revelation 11:15), indicating He has returned.
This all shows that the timing of the Second Exodus in
general corresponds to the return of Christ.

JUSTICE AND MERCY

After the peoples of Israel have endured the chastening of
Jacob’ sTrouble, they will beliberated and brought back to
the land promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob:

“For it shall cometo passin that day,” saysthe Lorp
of hosts, “that | will break hisyoke from your neck,
and will burst your bonds; foreigners shall no more
enslave them. But they shall serve the Lorp their
God, and David their king, whom | will raise up
[resurrect] for them. Therefore do not fear, O My
servant Jacob,” saysthe Lorb, “Nor be dismayed, O
Israel; for behold, | will saveyoufrom afar, and your
seed from the land of their captivity. Jacob shall
return, haverest and be quiet, and no one shall make
him afraid. For | am with you,” says the Lorp, “to
save you; though | make a full end of all nations
where | have scattered you, yet | will not make a
completeend of you. But | will correctyouinjustice,
and will not let you go altogether unpunished.” (Jer-
emiah 30:8-11)

In al of God's dealings with Israel and Judah, and
especially regarding the Second Exodus, we see His
perfect application of justice and mercy. He is just, be-
cause He does not allow their sin to go unpunished. We
could not trust God if He did not hold to His promises of
blessing and cursing (Numbers 23:19; L eviticus 26; Deu-
teronomy 28). If He allowed Israel and Judah to sin with
impunity, Hislawswould haveno authority, and Hiswords
would be of no consequence. However, for the sake of
what is best for Jacob, God has to show him that He is
serious about what He says. So Hisjustice will be upheld
as |srael and Judah are brought to the painful realization
that they have forsaken Him and have been living the
wrong way.

Y et, we can also see God’s mercy in His dealings with
His people. Today’s Western culture—a product of the
nations of | srael—isnot so very different from Sodom and
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Gomorrah. The same sins are committed in the same
brazen manner. Our regard for humanity is so low that in
Americaalone during the last three decades, an estimated
40-50 million pre-born children have been killed for the
sakeof convenience. Further, God hasbeen systematically
removed from schools, from government, and from public
life. Post-Christian Europe has transgressed even further.
Even Jerusalem—the “Holy City”—has an annual “Gay
Pride” parade, and is essentially secular.

Despitetheseatrocioussins, God will not utterly destroy
Israel as He did to Sodom and Gomorrah. A number of
latter-day prophecies of various peoples—the Edomites,
for example—foretell that God will make a complete end
of them (Jeremiah 46:28). However, He has chosen not to
do thiswith Israel and Judah, though not because they are
righteousin any way.

He will show them mercy because of the promises He
made, not because they deserve it. Ezekiel 36 shows this
clearly. Godrepeatsseveral timesthat Heisbringing I srael
back for His name’s sake, and not for Israel’s sake:

“Therefore say to the house of Israel, * Thus says the
Lord Gob: “I do not do this [restoring Israel and
blessing theland; verses6-15] for your sake, O house
of Israel, but for My holy name’s sake, which you
have profaned among the nationswherever you went.
And | will sanctify My great name, which has been
profaned among the nations, which you have pro-
faned in their midst; and the nations shall know that |
am the Lorp,” says the Lord Gob, “when | am
hallowed inyou beforetheir eyes. For | will takeyou
from among the nations, gather you out of all coun-
tries, and bring you into your own land. . . . Thenyou
will remember your evil ways and your deeds that
werenot good; and youwill loatheyourselvesinyour
ownsight, for your iniquitiesand your abominations.
Not for your sake do | do this,” says the Lord Gopb,
“let it be known to you. Be ashamed and confounded
for your own ways, O house of Israel!l” (Ezekiel
36:22-24,31-32)

God would be unfaithful to His own promises if He
annihilated Jacob’ s descendants—even though, by all ac-
counts, it is exactly what they deserve.

PEACE AND PROSPERITY

After Jacob ischastened, God will demonstrate Hismercy
and providence:

Thus says the Lorbp: “Behold, | will bring back the
captivity of Jacob’s tents, and have mercy on his
dwelling places; the city shall be built upon its own
mound, and the palace shall remain according to its
own plan. Then out of them shall proceed thanksgiv-



ing and the voice of those who make merry; | will
multiply them, and they shall not diminish; | will also
glorify them, and they shall not be small. Their
children also shall be as before, and their congrega-
tion shall be established before Me; and | will punish
all who oppress them.” (Jeremiah 30:18-20)

God will destroy the nations to which Israel and Judah
are scattered, and He will correct Israel and Judah in
measure, as verse 11 says. But when the punishment is
done, He will bring His people back to the land that He
promised them and give them rest and peace. A number of
other prophecies concerning the Second Exodus relate
how Godwill blesstheland, whichwill onceagain produce
abundantly. Israel and Judah will havethe Promised Land,
they will have peace—becausethistimetheir enemieswill
be completely destroyed, which | srael failed to do thefirst
time—and they will have prosperity. They will also be
blessed numerically, asthe remnant beginsto multiply.

But thistimethe peace and prosperity will last, because
two factors will be different. First, Israel and Judah will
have perfect leadership: Jesus Christ will be King, and
Davidwill beHisprince (Ezekiel 37:24-25; Jeremiah 23:3-
7; Hosea 3:5; Micah 2:12-13). Corrupt or ambivalent
leadership will no longer lead Israel astray; instead, the
leaderswill set the exampl e of righteousnessfor the people
tofollow. Additionally, thetwelveoriginal apostleswill be
resurrected and sit as judges over the twelve tribes,
ensuring that proper judgment is given (Matthew 19:28;
Luke22:30).

Second, Israel and Judah will both make the New
Covenant, meaning that they will be giventheHHoly Spirit,
whichwill enablethemtokeepthelaw initsspiritual intent
(Jeremiah 31:31-34). They will be given anew heart, and
will finally be able to know their God (Ezekiel 11:17-20;
36:24-29).

PEACE ON GOD’S TERMS

Lest the grievous reality of Jacob’s Trouble stray too far
from his reader’s mind, Jeremiah again cites the coming
judgmentfor sin:

Behold, the whirlwind of the Lorp goes forth with
fury, acontinuingwhirlwind; itwill fall violently onthe
head of thewicked. Thefierce anger of the Lorp will
not return until He has done it, and until He has
performed the intents of His heart. In the latter days
you will consider it. (Jeremiah 30:23-24)

These verses actually repeat Jeremiah 23:19-20 almost
word for word. This repetition is significant because
Jeremiah 23 isawarning against fal se prophets. In particu-
lar, itisabout men, claiming to speak for God, who tell the
people—whoselivesdeny God—that, “ TheLorp hassaid,
“You shall havepeace.’” These prophetssay to the people,
who were walking according to the dictates of their own
hearts, “No evil will come upon you.” In essence, they

deny God'’ sjustice, and thefact that sin has consequences.
They are telling the people not to worry about God’s
judgment uponthem—everything would befine; no change
of course would be necessary.

However, the people, in reality, have declared war on
God and Hisway of life through the conduct of their own
lives. Whether or not they realizeit, their carnal mindshold
great enmity for God’s way of doing things. They can
never have peace with God until they repent and change.

God always desires peace, but if the sinning party is
unwillingtofacereality and repent, then Hisresponsewill
be apainful one. Therewill be peace with God only when
the sinner is broken and submits to God. Yet, the false
prophetsinsinuate that God does not care and that it does
not matter how onelives. Nevertheless, these verses show
that God destroysthosewho promotetheideathat sindoes
not have consequences, who say God’sjusticeis of little
concern. These ideas keep getting |srael—indeed, all of
mankind—intotrouble.

The symbol of the whirlwind, then, represents God’s
fury and anger. Just as no man can control or divert a
tornado or hurricane, so God's anger at the sin of the
wicked cannot be resisted. It will continue until He has
performed the intents of His heart. In the latter days,
whichwearein, God sayswewill consider it, meaning that
Israel and Judah have not yet learned this lesson. How-
ever, whenthat chasteningisover, | srael and Judahwill be
restored to the land, and, more importantly, they will be
reconciled to God and able to live in peace.

A HAPPY ENDING

Jeremiah 31 continues chapter 30, and it contains the
proverbial “happy ending” asahumbled Israel and Judah
are reconciled to God, who blesses them physically and
spiritualy:

“Atthesametime,” saystheLorp, “1 will bethe God
of all the families of Israel, and they shall be My
people.” Thus says the Lorp: “The people who
survived the sword found grace in the wilderness—
Israel, when | went to give him rest.” The Lorp has
appeared of oldtome, saying: “Yes, | haveloved you
with an everlasting love; therefore with lovingkind-
ness| havedrawnyou. Again| will buildyou, andyou
shall berebuilt, Ovirginof Israel! Y ou shall againbe
adorned with your tambourines, and shall go forthin
the dances of those who rejoice. Y ou shall yet plant
vineson the mountains of Samaria; the plantersshall
plant and eat them asordinary food.” (Jeremiah 31:1-5)

After God performs the intents of His heart, as it says
at the end of the previous chapter, and His wrath has
consumed those He will consume, then peace in the
relationship between Israel and God becomes possible
because all of those who declared war on God through
their conduct are dead. God does not believein “ peace at

(continued on page 16)

FORERUNNER

9



he previous articles established the importance of the

two subjects of Luke 21:36, watching—giving careful
attention to overcoming—and praying always. Thisverse
ties these two subjects together and inextricably linksthe
job (overcoming) with thetool to build thefaith necessary
todothat job (praying always). Before seeing how to apply
this information, we need some background about the
spiritual battle we face.

Notice Jesus’ wordsin Matthew 11:30: “For My yokeis
easy and My burdenislight.” Havewefoundthe Christian
way either easy or light? In contrast, most of us seem to
stagger from trial to trial!

Consider thefollowing questions: If itisGod’ swill that
we be saved and grow in the grace and the knowledge of
Jesus Christ—whichitis (I Timothy 2:4; 11 Peter 3:18)—
why isit so hard? If God isworking with us—which Heis
(Philippians 2:13)—should we not be more successful ?
Most of us have some sin or sinsthat so plague usthat we
fail miserably to overcome time after time. So, if our
salvationis God' swill, what isthe problem? Why can we
not be more successful in overcoming?

IsChrist just exaggerating, speaking in hyperbole, oris
Hetellingitlikeit can be? Because Christ doesnot lie, the
latter istrue. The problem, then, must be with us. Where
arewefalling short? What arewe missing in our effortsto
overcome?

One answer is that spiritual Israelites are making the
same mistake as their forefathers, the people of physical
Israel. Because the Old Testament was written to teach
gpiritual lessons to those under the New Covenant (I
Corinthians 10:11), some interesting implications arise
when we apply the examples spiritually.

Notice God’s promise in Deuteronomy 1:30: “He will
fight foryou, accordingtoall Hedidfor youin Egypt before
your eyes.” God promisesto fight Israel’ sphysical battles
for them. Egypt’ sdestruction through theten plaguesisan
extraordinary example of how God supernaturally fights
for His people.

Israel was a slave people in Egypt, the most powerful
nation on earth at thetime. However, aspowerful asEgypt
was, it was never amatch for God, as He demonstrated by
devastatingit through supernatural occurrences. Godfreed
Israel without them “firing ashot,” asit were. God did the
heavy lifting of freeingthemfrom Egypt. I srael had only to
walk out. That was it!

In the Exodus from Egypt, not one Israelite had to do
physical battleand risk injury, maiming, or death. Could
our battle against our Egypt be easier by doing the same,

single requirement—that we walk, that is, walk with
God? All Israel had to do was flee, walk away from
Egypt, atype of sin (I Corinthians 6:18; 10:14; | Timothy
6:11; 11 Timothy 2:22).

A Promise

Another promise from God along the same lines can be
found in Exodus23:20-30:

Behold, | send an Angel beforeyoutokeepyouinthe
way and to bring you into the place which | have
prepared. Beware of Him and obey Hisvoice; do not
provoke Him, for Hewill not pardon your transgres-
sions; for My nameisin Him. But if you indeed obey
His voice and do all that | speak, then | will be an
enemy to your enemies and an adversary to your
adversaries. For My Angel will go before you and
bring you in to the Amorites and the Hittites and the
Perizzitesand the Canaanitesand the Hivitesand the
Jebusites; and | will cut them off. Y ou shall not bow
down to their gods, nor serve them, nor do according
to their works; but you shall utterly overthrow them
and completely break down their sacred pillars. So
you shall servethe Lord your God, and He will bless
your bread and your water. And | will take sickness
away from the midst of you. No one shall suffer
miscarriageor bebarreninyour land; | will fulfill the
number of your days. | will send My fear beforeyou,
I will cause confusion among all the peopletowhom
you come, and will make all your enemiesturn their
backs to you. And | will send hornets before you,
which shall drive out the Hivite, the Canaanite, and
the Hittite from beforeyou. | will not drive them out
from before you in one year, lest the land become
desolate and the beast of the field become too
numerousfor you. Littleby littlel will drivethem out
from before you, until you have increased, and you
inherit the land. (Emphasis ours.)

God offered to play a mgjor role in driving out the
inhabitantsof the Promised Land: “| will cut them off.” At
this point, thereisno mention of killing the enemy. There
would be little need to shed much of their own blood
because of God’'s promises to fight on their behalf. To
receive this supernatural help, God gave a condition—
obedience. The Israelites had to obey Him (verse 22) and
walk in His ways.

Praying
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Forty years and mostly negative experiences later,
Numbers 33:50-53, 55 describes an entirely different
picture of Israel’ s conguest of the land than the one given
in Exodus 23:20-30. The people disobeyed and forfeited
much of the supernatural help God had offered. | srael now
had to use a great deal of their own strength, rather than
God'’s, to do thedriving out.

I srael did not obey—they did not submitto God’ srule—
because they did not believe just how good God is and
how much He loved them (Psalm 78:22). Without that
faith, they did not have the power to overcome what they
could see versus what God said and thus be victorious (I
John5:4).

Il Chronicles 16:9 is another example of the fruits of
faithlessness: “The Lord’'s eyes scan the whole world to
find those whose hearts are committed to him and to
strengthen them. Y ou [Asa] acted foolishly in this matter.
So from now on, you will have to fight wars” (God's
Word). Are we making the same mistake, having to fight
our own battlesbecausewearenot faithful and not praying
enoughto havetheright kind of faith (Matthew 17:19-21)7?

Even though thewandering I sraelites had to fight many
of their own battles, God still worked with them, still
performed miraclesfor them, still used themto accomplish
His purposes. They were still His people. They had just
chosen the more difficult path. Many suffered and died
alongtheway, but it did not haveto bethat way. It wasthe
result of abad choice or aseries of bad choices. Conquer-
ing the Promised Land did not have to be as difficult and
bloody a path as they chose. God would have taken care
of much of that for them, but instead they chosetofight the
battles themselves. They chose the hard way instead of
the easy way.

Are we acting foolishly and making the same choices
spiritually that they did physically? After all, asthe saying
goes, the acorn does not fall far from the tree. Most of us
arelsraelitesphysically and all of usare I sraelites spiritu-
ally (Romans 9:6-8). We are cut from the same bolt of
cloth. God promised to help physical Israel inits battles,
and we can be surethat God will providethat samehelp to
spiritual Israelites in their battles—if they let Him. Ro-
mans 12:2 givesthe same sense: “Don’t belikethe people
of thisworld, but let God change the way you think. Then
you will know how to do everything that is good and
pleasing to him” (Contemporary English Version).

The Battlefield

Arewe letting Him help us? How do we go about getting
out of God’ sway—obeying Him, submittingto Hisrule—
so that He can help usfight our battles? Christ givesusan
answer in Luke 21:36: “pray always.” Whether we are
“praying always” or not “praying always’ clearly shows

on whom we are relying in our fight. The extent of our
overcoming, the outcome or fruit of our spiritual battles,
will tell thetale.

If we are going throughout our day with almost no
thought of God, asitisall too easy to do, thenwhoisdoing
battlewith all the ungodly influencesthat are bombarding
us?Isaiah 65:2 givesan answer: “1 have stretched out My
handsall day longtoarebelliouspeople, whowalk inaway
that is not good, according to their own thoughts.” For
whatever time during our day weare not consciousof God,
we are walking “according to [our] own thoughts,” away
that God labels as “not good”! It is not good because we
arefighting onour own, havingtoresort to our humanways
and means. |1 Corinthians 10:3-4 tellsuswearenot tofight
this way: “We are human, but we don’t wage war with
human plansand methods. Weuse God’ smighty weapons,
not mere worldly weapons, to knock down the Devil’'s
strongholds” (New Living Translation).

Psalm 18:2 makes an interesting point: “You are my
mighty rock, my fortress, my protector, the rock where |
am safe, my shield, my powerful weapon, and my place of
shelter” (Contemporary English Version, CEV). God was
David’svery “powerful weapon.” Arewemaking full use
of Himin our spiritual battles? Can we say we areif Heis
not intheforefront of every battle? Where doesthat battle
take place? In our minds. Our battles are not physical, but
rageinour minds, which contai nthethoughts, philosophies,
and ideas that motivate our behavior.

Since the day we were born, Satan’s influences have
assailed us, and through them, before our conversion, he
wasmolding our mindsinto hisimage. Whowill beableto
change that? Who will fight the battle necessary to con-
guer our evil nature sold under sin? Who will free usjust
as God freed Israel in Egypt? Paul answers in Romans
7:24-25: * O unhappy and pitiable and wretched man that |
am! Who will release and deliver me from [the shackles
of] this body of death? O thank God! [He will!] through
Jesus Christ (the Anointed One) our Lord!” (The Ampli-
fied Bible).

Enemies

Who will conquer our enemies? Romans 8:37 tells us:
“Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors
through Him who loved us.” Paul answers that God and
Christ will conquer our enemies! Our most determined
enemy is, of course, Satan. Another foeistheworld under
the influence of Satan, a society full of distractions
designed by the Devil to take our minds off God at every
step. Finally, our own nature pulls us away from God
because Satan hasinfluenceditto dojust that sincetheday
we were born.

How are we to overcome these enemies? Do we
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overcome them or does God? Where does David ook
for help when faced with his mortal enemies? He
answers this in many places (Psaim 44:5, 7; 60:12;
143:9, 12), but notice Psalm 17:8-9: “Keep me as the
apple of Your eye; hide me under the shadow of Y our
wings, from the wicked who oppress me, from my
deadly enemies who surround me.” Our enemies are
more deadly than David’'s because they can kill us
eternally, notjust physically.

In the following two passages, reminiscent of the “I
will” statements in Exodus 23:20-30, notice who is
fighting these spiritual battleswith our enemies:

Psalm 37:5-6: “Commit your way to the LORD,
trust alsoin Him, and He shall bringitto pass. He
shall bring forth your righteousness as the light,
and your justice as the noonday.”

Philippians2:13: “. .. for it is God who worksin
you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.”

Are we taking advantage of the power and weapons
God offersto usin the fight against our enemies, towin
the battle for our minds?

Weapons of War

In Psalm 56:9, David informs us about one of the
weapons he used against his enemies; “When | cry out
to You, then my enemies will turn back; this | know,
because Godisfor me.” David used prayer, “when| cry
out.” It was only “then” that God turned back his
enemies.

David expected God'’ s help to send his enemiesinto
retreat so that he would not have to do all the fighting.
God would do much of it for him. Why? God was for
him. David believed in how much God loved him, a
wholehearted love that Jesus reveals in John 17:23.
Are we like David? Do we believe God loves us that
much?

David was a man after God’'s own heart (I Samuel
13:14; Acts 13:22). We should follow his example and
use the weapon that worked for him—prayer. Christ
concurswith David’ sbelief in God’ sdesireto protect us
and send our enemies into retreat:

« Matthew 6:13 (The Bible in Basic English):
“And let us not be put to the test, but keep us safe
from the Evil One.”

« Luke 11:4 (Revised English Bible): “And
forgiveusour sins, for wetooforgiveall who have
done us wrong. And do not put us to the test.”

« Luke 22:40: “When He came to the place, He
said to them, ‘Pray that you may not enter into
temptation.””
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+ Luke 22:46 (William Barclay’s translation):
“Why areyou sleeping?’ hesaid to them. “Up and
pray that you may not have to face the ordeal of
temptation!”

These verses are not asking for successto overcome
but rather that He not allow temptations or trials to
reach us. We are, in our flesh, too feeble and weak for
the task without the help of God (Romans 8:26). The
verses above show that prayer can protect us from
temptation, quenching the fiery darts of Satan before
they ever get near their target. Even Jesus initially
asked Godtotakeaway Histrial inLuke22:42: “ Father,
ifitisYourwill, takethiscup away from Me; neverthe-
lessnot My will, but Y ours, bedone.” Wecan thank God
that Christ chose to put our welfare above His physical
life and submitted to His part in God's plan for our
salvation.

What weapons areweto usein thisbattle against our
enemies? Simply, God Himself, as Psalms 18:2 (“my
powerful weapon”) shows. Prayer allows God to be-
come our weapon, one we desperately need.

Our Need

All of usshould be aware of just how inadequatewe are
toaccomplishthetask of overcomingand growinginthe
way God is showing us. If we are not deeply aware of
thisneed, wewill never turnto Godinthefirst place. We
will not continuously turn to Him, thinking like the
L aodiceansthat we need nothing—we have all we need
within ourselves.

Remember Peter, who confidently boasted that, un-
like others, he would never desert Christ (Matthew
26:33; Mark 14:29). Then, shortly thereafter he grossly
failed in away that should be asobering lesson to usall
(Matthew 26:69-75; Mark 14:66-72). One principle we
can take from thisis that the secret to overcoming lies
largely inrealizing our powerlessness and acknowledg-
ing it before God.

Do we believe Christ when He tells usin John 15:5,
“for without Meyou can do nothing?’ Without hel pfrom
a Source greater than ourselves, we can do nothing of
atrue, godly, spiritual naturethat could ever meet God’'s
standards (Isaiah 64:6). We are far short of the mark.
It istime to turn to God with all that isin us (Deuter-
onomy 10:12). We cannot just play church at thistime
in history. Judgment is now on us (I Peter 4:17), and if
we fail, there never will be a greater failure.

However, if we turn to God with all our heart—and
prayer is a major part of that process—He promises
that He will hear from heaven and respond: “. . . if My
people who are called by My name will humble them-
selves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their
wicked ways, then | will hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin and heal their land” (I1 Chronicles

(continued on page 16)



ready answer

“Be ready always to give an answer . . .” | Peter 3:15

The Promise
IN the
Fifth Commandment

“*‘Honor your father  part One

and mother,’ Have you ever been curious about the connection between keeping the
L ) fifth commandment and enjoying along, fulfilling, productivelife on earth?
which is the first Perhaps God has chosen to emphasize the fifth commandment’ s linchpin

status, providing a bridge between the physical and the spiritual, the earthly

commandment with and the heavenly, the mortal and the immortal, and the physical family of

prom ise.” Adam with theimmortal Family of God. Indeed, the family isthe only
. ] institution that will surviveinto eternity. God ordained the family from the
—Ephesians 6:2 beginning of creation:

Genesis 2:24: Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and
be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.

Mark 10:6-9: But from the beginning of the creation, God “made them
male and female. For this reason a man shall leave his father and
mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh”;
so then they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has
joined together, let not man separate.

Ultimately, God’ s purposeisto reproduce Himself, bringing many
offspring into aspiritual or divine Family that will endureforever:

Romans 8:29: For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be

conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn
among many brethren.

FORERUNNER 13



ready anSWG r The Promise in the Fifth Commandment

Colossians 1:18: And He is the head of the body,
the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from
the dead, that in all things He may have the
preeminence.

| John 3:2: Beloved, now we are children of God;
and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but
we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like
Him, for we shall see Him as He is.

Recent Family History

We live in adisturbing period when the sanctity of the
family structure is under attack by the secular
progressives. In his book, Future Shock, Alvin Toffler
described a disturbing new phenomenon in the | ate-
twentieth century called “ modular relationships.”
People, he wrote, losing the security of the extended
family and small community, would begin to form short-
term commitments with barbers, mechanics, plumbers,
bankers, grocers, doctors, dentists, etc., replacing them
frequently as disposable modules rather than forming
decades-long, or perhaps lifetime commitments as
formerly would occur in small rural communities.

This “disposable” aspect became more prevalent
when the entire society became more mobile, and the
extended family (Grandpa and Grandma, Mom and Dad,
and the children all living in the samelocale, asin the
television program, The Waltons) was replaced by the
nuclear family (Dad, Mom, and kids against the world).
Sadly, to an emerging, morally relativistic culture, even
the components of the nuclear family have become
modular and recyclable.

Secular progressives have been chipping away at the
family since the 1960s, when the hippies of Haight-
Ashbury, free-love, the so-called new morality, LSD, and
militant feminism were happening events. In February
2004, the Massachusetts Supreme Court struck another
blow at the nuclear family and thumbed their noses at God
Almighty by approving same-sex “marriages.” In August
2005, USA Today reported that the “marriage rate is
also on a steady decline: a 50% drop since 1970 from
76.5 per 1,000 unmarried women to 39.”

Not surprisingly, the fruit of savaging the family
structure (or the fiftth commandment) is a higher
mortality rate. In their landmark book, The Case for
Marriage, Linda J. Waite and Maggie Gallagher, citing
a 1990 study by Ross, report:

Married people live longer as well. Single men have
mortality rates that are 250% higher than married
men. Single women have mortality rates that are 50%
higher than married women, and moreover, married
men are half aslikely to commit suicide as single
men, and one third as likely as divorced men.
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Kristin Ketteringham, in her article, “ Single Parent
Household—How Does it Affect the Children?”
observes:

... single-parent homes are also associated with
criminal activity inthe U.S.A. Children from asingle-
parent household account for 72% of teenage
murderers, 60% percent of people who commit rape
crimes and are eleven times more likely to exhibit
violent behavior.

One Community’s Family Woes

Perhaps the most devastating statistics, demonstrating
the effects of trashing the fifth commandment, emanate
from the black community. In their book, Come on
People, Bill Cosby and Alvin F. Poussaint present some
grim statistics. They describe how the destruction of the
black family has dramatically increased mortality and
crime statistics among young black males, corroborating
the connection between honoring parents and having a
long and prosperouslife.

Cosby laments, “In 1950, five out of every six black
children were born into a two-parent home. Today, that
number is less than two out of six.” Over 70% of black
babies are born yearly to single mothers. He reminds
those of hisrace, “In 1950, we still feared our parents
and respected them.”

In addition, according to Cosby, in 1950 twice as
many white people occupied prison cells as blacks.
Since 1950, the following astounding trends occurred:

« Homicide is the number one cause of death for
black men between fifteen and twenty-nine years
of age and has been for decades.

+ A black man is seven times more likely to
commit a murder than a white man and six times
more likely to be murdered.

+ Ninety-four percent of black people are
murdered by other black people.

« Thelife expectancy at birth of black men is 69
years compared to 75 years for white men; 76 for
black women, 80 for white women.

+ Inthe past severa decades, the suicide rate among
young black men has increased more than 100%.

« In some cities, black males have high school
drop-out rates of more than 50%.

+ Young black men are twice as likely to be
unemployed as white, Hispanic, and Asian men.



+ Although blacks make up 12% of the general
population, they comprise nearly 44% of the prison
population.

« Atany giventime, asmany asonein four of all
young black men arein the criminal justice system—
inprison or jail, on probation, or on parole.

+ By thetimethey reach their mid-thirties, six out
of ten black high school dropouts have spent time
inprison.

« About one-third of the homeless are black men.
(Cosby and Poussaint, pp. 8-9)

The above statistics conclusively establish arelationship
between breaking God’ sfifth commandment and having a
severely truncated lifespan.

The well-being of anation isdirectly dependent upon
the well-being of its families. Asthe family comes under
attack, so does the nation. In his sermon, “Honoring
Those Who First Loved Us,” J. David Hoke declares:

Y ou see, while we are involved in alarger society,
there is abasic social unit within the society, the
family. It isin the context of the family that we must
work out our most important social relationships.
There, in the family, we learn our value as human
beings. There we are affirmed, corrected,
encouraged, criticized, praised, and ignored. There
are so many possibilities that present themselves
within the context of the family.

The connection between what takes place in the
family and what goes on in society is again highlighted
in a Good News booklet on The Fifth Commandment,
emphasizing the parents’ role in ensuring their
offspring’ s future safety:

L earning to obey this commandment hel ps children
establish alifetime pattern of respecting proper rules,
traditions, principles, and laws. Honoring others
should be anormal, natural habit learned during
youth. The universal application of thisimportant
biblical principleisplain.

Families Teach Wisdom

Experience may be an effective teacher, but it is not the
best teacher. Wisdom gleaned from those who have
preceded us is far superior. One could experiment using
Sani-Flush as confetti on ice cream, but it would be far
better to adhere to the skull and crossbones warning,
“Swallowing contents may be fatal.” John Ritenbaugh,
in his June 1997 Forerunner “Personal,” suggests:

Obedience to parental admonitions, gained from years
of experienceliving in thisdifficult and dangerous

world, resultsin the building of knowledge, character,
and habits of avoiding recklessness, |awlessness,
violence, wrong companionships, and rebellion against
authority. These often result in untimely and violent
death at a young age.

M. Wayne Ichenhower, in “That Your Days May Be
Long,” suggests that the prolonging of life has both a
physical and aspiritual dimension:

Physically, parents keep their children out of harm’s
way, letting them know when what they are doing
is unwise or unsafe. Your life will be extended
simply by heeding their instruction and avoiding
the hazardslife brings. Spiritually, obeying your
parents pleases God and He will in turn grant you
life—even after you are grown and can keep yourself
from danger.

Honoring parents as they follow God’ sinstruction
provides atap line to accumulated wisdom. Wisdom
personified in Proverbs represents, on one level, the
teachings Solomon had received from his father, David,
and his mother, Bathsheba, as they received it, on
another level, from God Almighty.

Consider:

Proverbs 3:1-2: My son, do not forget my law, but
let your heart keep my commands; for length of days
and long life and peace they will add to you.

Proverbs 3:13-18: Happy is the man who finds
wisdom, and the man who gains understanding; for
her proceeds are better than the profits of silver, and
her gain than fine gold. She is more precious than
rubies, and all the things you may desire cannot
compare with her. Length of daysisin her right hand,
in her left hand riches and honor. Her ways are ways
of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. Sheis a
tree of life to those who take hold of her, and happy
are all who retain her.

Proverbs 9:10-11: The fear of the Lorp is the
beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy
Oneisunderstanding. For by me your days will be
multiplied, and years of lifewill be added to you.

Parents in the church should have been learning godly
wisdom since their conversions, and thiswisdomis
available to be passed on to their children aslong as
there is open communication between them. God shows
that it is to the child’'s advantage to make use of this
valuable resource as they mature to adulthood. He
promises that blessings—such as “peace,” “riches and
honor,” and added “years of life”—can result from
following Hisprinciplesof life.

[To BE CONTINUED]
—David F. Maas
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(continued from page 9)
any price.” He works toward repentance, but if there
isno repentance, theonly solutionisto destroy thosein
rebellion against Him. Yet, after the destruction, He
promises once again to be the God of all of Israel, and
Israel will again be His people.

Verse 2 provides the qualifier that the remnant will
be those who have survived the sword. Ezekiel 5:1-4
illustratesthistime:

And you, son of man, take a sharp sword, take it
asabarber’ srazor, and passit over your head and
your beard; then take scales to weigh and divide
the hair. Y ou shall burn with fire one-third in the
midst of the city, when the days of the siege are
finished; then you shall take one-third and strike
around it with the sword, and one-third you shall
scatter in thewind: | will draw out a sword after
them. Y ou shall also take asmall number of them
and bind them in the edge of your garment. Then
take some of them again and throw them into the
midst of the fire, and burn themin the fire. From
thereafirewill go outinto all the house of Israel.

From these verses and the remainder of Ezekiel 5, it
is evident that a great deal of violence will be doneto
the peoplesof Israel, but whenitisover, God will give
them rest (Jeremiah 31:2). The peoplewho survivethe
sword will find grace. God begins to demonstrate His
lovingkindness and to rebuild and restore Israel. Jer-
emiah 31:4 contains the imagery of afestive occasion
withdancing, somethingthat thelsraelitesprobably will
not havefelt like doing for quite sometime. Therewill

befood in abundance, and thetimeof faminewill beover
(verse5). On all counts, Israel’ s outlook is brightening.

For thus says the Lorb: “Sing with gladness for
Jacob, and shout among the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say, ‘O Lorp, save
Y our people, theremnant of Israel!” Behold, | will
bring them from the north country, and gather
them from the ends of the earth, among them the
blind and the lame, the woman with child and the
onewholaborswith child, together; agreat throng
shall returnthere. They shall comewith weeping,
and with supplications | will lead them. | will
cause them to walk by the rivers of waters, in a
straight way in which they shall not stumble; for
| am a Father to Israel, and Ephraim is My
firstborn. Hear the word of the Lorp, O nations,
and declare it in the isles afar off, and say, ‘He
who scattered | srael will gather him, and keep him
as a shepherd does his flock.” For the Lorp has
redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him from the
hand of onestronger thanhe.” (Jeremiah 31:7-11)

By the time these verses are fulfilled, something
critical has happened. We do not know exactly how or
when, but this passage hints that the peoples of Israel
once again know who they are. They no longer believe
themselves to be Gentiles. Israelites understand that
they are God' s people, and this is cause for “singing
with gladness” and giving praise.

[To BE CONTINUED]
—David C. Grabbe

Praying Always

(continued from page 12)
7:14). Thismethod of healingtheland appliesequally to
healing the church today.

How do we access the power from God to humble
ourselves? How do we overcome? How do we avoid
the attitude of “I can do this myself”? Luke 21:36 has
the answer—striving to pray at all times. It brings God
onto the battlefield that isour mind, putting Him at the
front of every skirmish we fight. For where He fights
as our weapon, there can be only success against our
enemies.

Praying always or at all timesis an overlooked key
to overcoming all of our enemies—Satan, the world,
and our human nature. It may be more accurate to say
that, whileit is the most vital key to overcoming, itis
also the most underused. Many overlook the impor-
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tance of prayer asthe primary tool we have been given
to accomplish “job one”—overcoming. We may be
depending too much on our will rather than on the
power of our great God. Luke 21:36 emphasizes the
importance of careful attention to overcoming and
praying always, the latter needed to build the faith
needed to accomplish the former.

By striving to pray always, wewill beabletolook to
God with confidence and repeat Psalm 55:18: “1 am
attacked from all sides, but you will rescue me un-
harmed by the battle” (CEV, emphasis ours).

Now that we have identified praying always as a
primary tool for overcoming, why does it work? That
will be the subject of Part Four.

[To BE CONTINUED]
—Pat Higgins
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(continued from page 6)
insignificant and of no account. He does this so that no
human will glory in His presence. On this, a German
commentator, Johann Albrecht Bengel, clarifies, “We
have permission to glory, not before God, but in God.”
Theterm“inChrist Jesus’ (I Corinthians1:30) indicates
that we arein anintimate relationship with Him. Paul then
details—through the terms “wisdom,” “righteousness,”
“sanctification,” and “redemption”—that God, using our
believing, humble, submissivecooperation, will berespon-
siblefor al things accomplished in and through us. Some
modern commentators believe that, because “wise” and
“wisdom” appear so many timesearlier inthischapter, the
terms* righteousness,” “ sanctification,” and“ redemption”
should be in parentheses because Paul intends them to
define what he means by true wisdom in this context.
God, then, ispleased to savethosewho believeand to
do amighty work in them. This set Abel apart from, as
far asweknow, every other personliving on earth at that
time. What he did by faith pictures what everyone who
receivessalvation must also doto begin hiswalk toward
the Kingdom of God. Everyone must be called of God;
believe enough of HisWord to know that he is a sinner
who needs the blood of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness
of his sins; repent, that is, undergo a change of mind
toward God; and bejustified, madelegally righteous by
having Jesus Christ’ srighteousnessimputedtohim. This
enablesarel ationship with God to begin, and sanctifica-
tion unto glorification can proceed.

The Relationship Process

This setsthe stage for instruction on the faith of Enoch,
who walked with God by faith:

By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not
see death, and was not found, because God had
taken him; for before he was taken he had this
testimony, that he pleased God. But without faithitis
impossible to please Him; for he who comes to God
must believe that Heis, and that Heis arewarder of
them that diligently seek him. (Hebrews 11:5-6)

The fact that Paul states Enoch walked with God
suggests a relationship had been established between
them. Enoch had thus already experienced what Abel’s
example teaches. Enoch’s experience takes us to the
nextlogical stepinafaithful person’smovement toward
glorification. In his arrangement of examples of faith,
Paul isemphasizing, not chronological, but experiential
order, that is, faith as experienced in practical life. Ina
truelifeof faith, walkingwith God foll owsjustification.

“Walk” and “walking” are the Bible's most fre-
guently used metaphors for two related concepts. De-
pending upon thetranslation, they are used almost three

hundred times to indicate interaction with another and
making progress toward a destination. Somewhat re-
lated but used to alesser extent, “walk” or “walking”
indicates the passage of time as a person continuesin a
chosen direction of life and lifestyle. For example:

« Psalm 1:1: “Blessed is the man who walks not
in the counsel of the ungodly.”

« Proverbs 4:14: “Do not enter the path of the
wicked, and do not walk in the way of evil.”

« Daniel 4:37: “And those who walk in pride He
is able to abase.”

« Micah 6:8: “And what doesthe Lorp require of
you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk
humbly with your God?’

« Psalm 119:45: “And | will walk at liberty, for |
seek Your precepts.”

Scoresof similar descriptions are scattered through-
out the Bible. They provide a composite picture of the
wide variety of thefacets of the godly person’sand the
evil person’smannersof life. Since Amos 3:3 showsthat
two cannot walk together unless they agree, a person
walkingwithGodillustratesthat thetwoareinagreement.
This does not mean the person is perfect, but it does
imply God'’ s acceptance of him at that stage of hislife.

Before going forward, we should clarify the state-
ments regarding Enoch being translated (asin the KJV
and other translations) because the world generally
interpretsthisto mean that Enoch wastaken to heaven.
That issimply untrue, asit contradicts other scriptures.
For instance, Hebrews 9:27 states, “ And it isappointed
for mentodieonce.” Incontext, thisisshowing Christ’s
commonality with mankind: Even asit is appointed for
men to die once because of sin, so the perfect Christ died
onceasasacrificein mankind' sbehalf to pay for sin. If
what the world says about Enoch’s translation is true,
Enochdid not die, creating acontradictionin Scripture.

Jesus makes an authoritative declaration regarding
what happens after death in John 3:13, “No one has
ascended to heaven but He that came down from
heaven,” meaning Himself. Who would know better
than Jesus? “No one” certainly includes Enoch. Peter
declaresin Acts 2:29-34 that one as great as David has
not risen to heaven either, but is still in the grave.

Hebrews 11:32 lists several other significant people
of faith who served God with zeal. The section con-
cludes, “Andall these, having obtained agood testimony
through faith, did not receive the promise, God having
provided something better for us, that they should not be
made perfect apart from us” (verses 39-40). These and
many more unnamed saints are awaiting the resurrec-
tion of the dead and glorification in God’s Kingdom.
This also appliesto Enoch.

The term taken away (NKJV) or translated (KJV)
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in Hebrews 11:5 simply means “transferred.” Enoch
wastransferred or conveyed from one place on earth to
another to escape violence aimed against him. In this
other earthly place, he died like all men.

We experience a spiritual form of this, as Colossians
1:13 shows: “He has delivered us from the power of
darkness, and conveyed (translated, KJV) us into the
kingdom of the Son of Hislove.” Becausewearejustified
and therefore reconciled to God through faith in the
blood of Jesus Christ, our true spiritual citizenshipisnow
transferredto the Kingdom of God. Theimplicationof this
isthat with this transfer comes the abligation to live and
walk representing the Kingdom of God’'s way of life.
Enoch’s walk by faith tells us that he set aside his own
carnal preferences and will, bowing in obedience before
God’ s will and submitting hislife to God's desires for
him. Enoch did so by faith, whichiswhy he pleased God.

Jude 14-16 adds a factor that needs consideration:

Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied
about these men also, saying, “Behold, the Lord
comeswith ten thousands of Hissaints, to execute
judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly
among them of all their ungodly deedswhich they
have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the
harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken
against Him.” Theseare murmurers, complainers,
walking according to their own lusts; and they
mouth great swelling words, flattering people to
gain advantage.

Abel was a keeper of sheep and suffered a violent
death. Enoch, however, was a preacher and undoubt-
edly walked to the beat of a different drummer than
those around him. As a preacher, he probably gave
messages that made othersfeel ill at ease with him, and
it appearsthat this put him in danger of aviolent death,
precipitating his miraculous transfer to a safer place.

This brief report of Enoch’s significant life for our
spiritual instruction and well-being revealsthat it isnot
sufficient for usto havejudicially passed from spiritual
death to life because our sins are forgiven. In order to
please God as Enoch did in the use of hisfaith, we must
move beyond justification to actual, practical applica-
tion in our daily conduct. Abel’s example shows faith
operatinginregardtojustification, whichisgood, but he
died soon afterward, not having much opportunity to
demonstrate hisfaith. Enoch’ s life represents a person
proceedingtodevotehisentirelifetolivingby faith. His
example carries usinto the sanctification stage leading
to glorification. Itisthisthat pleases God. Enoch’slife
became a living example of the commands and exhor-
tationscontainedin Colossians 3:1-5, 8-10, 12-17;

If then you were raised with Christ, seek those
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things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at
the right hand of God. Set your mind on things
above, not onthingsontheearth. For youdied, and
your lifeishiddenwith Christin God. When Christ,
who is our life, shall appear, then you also will
appear with Him in glory. Therefore put to death
your memberswhich are on the earth: fornication,
uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetous-
nesswhichisidolatry. ... But now you must also
put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy,
filthy language out of your mouth. Do not lieoneto
another, sinceyou have put off theold manwith his
deeds, and have put on the new man, who is
renewed in knowledge according to the image of
Him who created him. . . . Therefore, as the elect
of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies,
kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness,
longsuffering; bearing with one another, and for-
giving one another, if anyone has a complaint
against another; even as Christ forgave you, so
you also must do. But aboveall thesethings put on
love, which isthe bond of perfection. And let the
peace of Godruleinyour hearts, towhich alsoyou
were called in one body; and be thankful. Let the
word of Christ dwell inyou richly in all wisdom;
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms
and hymnsand spiritual songs, singing with grace
inyour heartstotheLord. Andwhatever youdoin
word or deed, do all inthe name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanksto God the Father through Him.

We should now be ableto seewhy Hebrews11isone
of the strongest witnessesin the entire Bible against the
“no works” lie. As important as justification is, it is
another thing altogether to carry faith into a lifelong
practice. Enoch literally lived alife based in faith.

If we consider Enoch’s examplein aspiritual sense,
atruth central towalking with God in humility appears.
Even as Enoch’s physical translation from one geo-
graphical areato another was supernatural, so also was
his spiritual translation from acarnal, earthly personto
a God/Christ/Kingdom of God-centered person super-
natural. The Bible shows that a person’s heart is the
source of hismotivations. For one’ sheart to function by
faith, it must be entirely based in what God alone makes
possiblethroughHiscalling.

Living by faith is what pleases God, but we can only
havethat faith and the motivationsthat produce alife that
pleases God when He supernaturally does what He does.

[To BE CONTINUED]

InChristianlove,
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The *“Exceptional” 2007 Drought

The American Southeast should not look asit does. Rows of
cypress trees lining the streets are dead and brown. Lawns,
which should be a brilliant green, are dry and withered.
Streams, ponds, and lakes are all down several feet from
their normal water levels. The clear, blue sky, once so
beautiful in forecasting a bright, sunny day, has become
unwelcome all acrossthe parched South, from Alabamaand
Tennessee, through Georgia, to North and South Carolina.
Partsof all fiveof these statesare experiencingwhat theU.S.
Drought Monitor calls a D4 or “exceptional” drought.

The Drought Monitor’s producers—a partnership of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture, the National Weather
Service' s Climate Prediction Center, the National Climatic
Data Center, and the National Drought Mitigation Center at
the University of Nebraska Lincoln—describe D4 drought
conditions as “exceptional and widespread crop/pasture
losses; shortages of water in reservoirs, streams, and wells
creating water emergencies.” It isthe most intense category
of drought—expected only once every one hundred years—
and obviously the most difficult from which to recover. A
“normal” amount of rainfall insubsequent yearswill not refill
reservoirs and water tables to pre-drought levels.

Northern Georgia lies in the center of the exceptional
drought area. In late August, 70 of the state’s 159 counties
were under the exceptional condition, and with continued
hot and dry weather, additional counties are expected to be
added to the list. According to the University of Georgia
College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences:

Soil moisture is near the 1st percentile across most of
west and north Georgia. At thislevel, wewould expect
the soil to be moister in 99 of 100 years. Most streams
across west and north Georgia are at or near record
low flows for late August. The Chattooga River in the
northeast mountainsis approaching an all-time record
low flow. The stream gage datafor the Chattooga goes
back 67 years.

Inthe next few months, “the best hope’—the University’s
term—for relief from the dire drought is from tropical
weather systems, that is, tropical storms or hurricanes.
Absent such an event or two, the outlook for the fall and
winter is grim. In addition, long-range forecasts predict a
drier, warmer winter for the U.S. Southeast.

LakeLanier, themainreservoir for thecity of Atlantaand
its five million area residents, has received national media
attention, both for its record low levels and the fact that it
also supplies water to northern Florida, where certain
endangered mussel species and sturgeon face a heightened
threat due to the water scarcity. By law, Georgia must
release 3.2 billion gallons of water per day downstreamtofill
Florida's hydroelectric needs as well as to preserve its
wildlife.

Georgia Governor Sonny Purdue argues that, since water

supplies have slipped under the three-month threshold,
water outflows from Georgia need to be reduced, and
Floridacountiesshoul d place businesses and residents under
water restrictions. The well-being of people, he declares,
should take precedence over endangered fish. His point
becomes even weightier, if, asit is expected, the director of
the GeorgiaEnvironmental Protection Division, Carol Couch,
recommends tightened water restrictions for the Atlanta
area, which may include mandatory cutbacks on commer-
cial and industrial users. If they are implemented, these
water restrictionswould be the most severein the history of
U.S. metropolitan areas.

Biblically, drought has long been seen asasign of God's
displeasure with His people. Both of the “blessing and
cursing” chapters (Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28) in-
clude drought among the curses for disobedience. For
example, God saysin Leviticus 26:18-20:

And after all this, if you do not obey Me, then | will
punish you seven times more for your sins. . . . | will
makeyour heavenslikeironandyour earth like bronze.
And your strength shall be spent in vain; for your land
shall not yielditsproduce, nor shall thetreesof theland
yield their fruit. (See Deuteronomy 28:23-24.)

Amos 4:6-8 illustrates God’s use of drought—and the
resulting famine—as a prod to induce repentance, a method
of persuasion that Israel rarely heeded:

“Also | gave you cleanness of teeth in all your cities,
and lack of bread in all your places; yet you have not
returned to Me,” says the Lorp. “1 also withheld rain
from you, when there were still three months to the
harvest. | madeit rain on onecity, | withheld rain from
another city. One part was rained upon, and where it
did not rain the part withered . . . yet you have not
returned to Me,” says the Lorb.

In this modern, scientific age, we tend to consider
droughts like the current one to be merely extremes of the
meteorological cycle. Yet, God is sovereign over His cre-
ation, and He is still at work among the descendants of His
people Israel. With its extensive exposure to Christian
principles, the modern nations of Israel should know what
God expects of them in their conduct, but America, Britain,
Canada, Australia, and the other Israelite countries have
increasingly ignored God and His way. As a result, their
cultures have become secular, greedy, and self-indulgent.

It should be no wonder, then, that such a broad swath of
the United States is experiencing this exceptional drought.
Will the citizens of America’s Bible Belt return to God? If
not, what worse disasters can be expected in the future?

—Richard T. Ritenbaugh
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D ible Study

Miracles

Jesus Christ

Healing a Leper (Part Three)

In performing the healing of the leper, “Jesus, moved with compassion, stretched out His hand and touched him,
and saidto him, ‘1 amwilling; be cleansed’” (Mark 1:41). Inthismiracle, we receive aglimpse of how cleansing
works to prepare us for salvation. The physical cleansing of the leper resulted from God’ s grace, power, and
faithful word. Similarly, spiritual cleansing of sinsand flawsresultsdirectly from God’' sgrace, power, and word,
preparing us spiritually for Hiswork in us. We see Christ’s love and mercy in cleansing the leper in the words
“compassion,” revealing his tenderness of heart, and “touched,” showing His power near at hand.

1. Does Christ show compassiontojust anyone?Mark 1:41.
CommEeNT: Christ moved with compassion on behalf of a
personwho, fromtheworld’ sviewpoint, wasrepulsiveand
undesirable, totally unappealing in any situation. Jesusdid
not cleanse him because he was nice-looking or wealthy.
Similarly, God doesnot chooseto call usinto Hischurchdue
to our good works, beauty, or money; in us is nothing
spiritually appealing. Spiritually, we areliketheleper was
physically—repul siveand undesirablein termsof holiness.
We can thank God that His grace “brings salvation” (Titus
2:11) and“by gracewearesaved” (Ephesians2:8). God does
not call usto sal vation because of what we are but because
of what He is. According to His mercy, God decides on
whomto have compassion (Psalm 86:15; Romans 9:15-16).
2.Why isJesusnot defiledintouching theleper? How does
His touching of him show God’'s power in the healing?
Matthew 8:3; Mark 1:41; Luke5:13.

CommMmENT: Under the Old Covenant, touching the unclean
defiled aperson (L eviticus5:3), but Christ showed that under
the New Covenant, this was not so. Instead, evil thoughts,
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, fal se witness, and
blasphemies are what defile a person (M atthew 15:18-20).
Jesus never did any of these evil acts, and contrary to what
the Jewsthought about touching aleper, He could never be
defiled. However, when we view Histouching theleper as
a defiling act according to the Old Covenant, it reveals a
realistic picture of the distinction between man and God.
God put thefilthy sinsof theworld on Christ so that we may
becleansed and forgiven. Christ “whoknew nosin[took sin
on Himself] that we might becometherighteousness of God
inHim” (11 Corinthians5:21).

God' s power to interveneis apparent in this healing, as
the cleansing of the leprosy occurred immediately, instan-
taneously, upon touching him. If the healing had taken a
prolonged time, the world would have had an opportunity
to deny that Christ had healed theleper. They would likely
have claimed that the natural healing process of the body
madehimwell. Following Jesus example, theapostlesalso
laid hands on the sick, by which the power of God’'s Holy
Spirit healed them (see Acts10:38; | Corinthians 12:9).

3. How istheWord of Godimportant to cleansing?Matthew
8:3; Mark 1:41-42; L uke5:13.

ComMmENT: God’ sWord isobviousinthismiracle. If some-
thing requires cleansing, “the washing of water by the

word” must beactively present (Ephesians 5:26). God does
not work apart fromHisWord. Fromthecreation of theworld
tothepresent, the place of God’ sWordinHiswork hasbeen
essential: “In the beginning was the Word [the One who
became Jesus Christ], and the Word was with God, and the
WordwasGod. Hewasinthebeginningwith God. All things
weremadethrough Him, and without Him nothing wasmade
that was made” (John 1:1-3). In addition, the phrase “God
said” isfound tentimesin the creation account (Genesis1).
The Bibleis God’ s written Word, as the Father had the
Word (Jesus Christ, the Spokesman) inspire and reveal it.
Many professing Christian churcheshave pushed Scripture
to the back burner, into irrelevance, taking an a la carte
spiritual meal fromit asif they havethe authority to choose
which doctrinesto swallow and which to refuse. If thetrue
churchisto do awork for God, it must be established and
built on God’s Word rather than on tradition.
4. Why does Christ command the healed leper to say
nothing?Matthew 8:4; Mark 1:43-45; L uke5:14-15.
CommEeNT: Mark saysChrist strictly warned theheal ed |l eper:
“Say nothing to anyone.” He was to show himself to the
priest and offer the proscribed gift asawitness of what Jesus
had done. By showing himself to the priest, the heal ed | eper
fulfilled therequirement of thelaw asto hisfitnesstoreturn
tosocial life(Leviticus13:17). Asfar asweknow, thiswas
the first case of an Israelite leper being cleansed since the
instructions given nearly 1,500 years before (Leviticus
13:34). The appearance of acleansed |eper at the altar with
hisgiftinhishandtestified that God had cometo Hispeople
and totally satisfied priestly requirements and ordinances.
Y et, thisman allowed hiszeal to overrulegood judgment
and obedience to his Healer's command. In fact, his self-
absorption in broadcasting his healing seriously impeded
Christ’ swork. Dueto the leper’ s spreading of hisnews, large
numbers of lepersin the region pursued Jesus relentlessly
for healing. Thus, “Jesus could no longer openly enter the
city, but was outside in deserted places; and they came to
Himfromeverydirection” (Mark 1:45; L uke5:15-16). However,
itwasnot His purposeto heal all of Israel then but to reveal
the Father and His relationship with Him. Being sensational
does not mean we make a better testimony for Christ. Rather,
this incident illustrates that, generally, the obedient person
whom only afew know about makesthebetter-quality witness.
—Martin G. Collins




