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The

Christian Fight

Part Three

M etaphorsinvolving warfareaboundintheBible.
New Testament writers in particular frequently
draw on some form of them to illustrate Christian
life. Thesemetaphorsremoveany doubt that living
aChristianlifewill not belikeaSunday walk inthe
park. Though the writers allude to some of the
mortal dangers of war, their metaphors focus
more on the stresses of struggle, deprivation, and
sacrifice. Any soldier participating in warfare for
thebenefit of hisnation and especially for hisloved
ones must possess some measure of devotion and
determination, which are driven by hisbelief that
hiscauseisjust. Themorethesequalitiesresidein
hischaracter, thegreater thelikelihood that hewill
endure the trials of warfare in a hopeful spirit.
Faith dominates the picture of a Christian’ sfight
with the spiritual forcesarrayed against him. Infact,
sincewecannot literally see God, yet we can spiritu-
ally see and understand what He has inspired to be
written, instructionregardingfaithisinstrumental in
every aspect of aChristian’ slife. Faith isabsolutely
essential to the Christian’ swarfare. To love as God
lovesisindeed thegoal of Christianlife, but toreach
that awesome peak, we must have a strong founda-
tion. For adiscipleof Christ, that foundationisfaith.
Hebrews 11 is a classic chapter of the Bible.
Though it may not beashighin public popularity as
Psalm 23 or | Corinthians 13, its importance to
conversion must beequal totheirs. Psalm 23iswarm
and comforting, giving usassurancethat Godiswith

us regardless of circumstances, and that He will
provide. In its own intimate way, it is also a strong
expression of faith, touching on many areas of the
Christian’s fight. | Corinthians 13 provides clear
word-pictures about how godly love actsand reacts,
andindoing so, it setshigh standardsfor usto pursue
inemulating Godin practical living.

Hebrews 12:1 exhorts, “Therefore we also,
since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let uslay asideevery weight, andthesin
which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us.” This
verse shifts our attention to practical applications
of the lessons that spring from the previous
chapter’ svividillustrationsof liveslived by faith.

Hebrews11, then, istofaithwhat | Corinthians13
isto love and what Psalm 23 is to encouragement.
Hebrews11isabeckoning, guiding beacon, showing
how great men and women of the past used their
faith in God to achieve great thingsin witnessing
for Him. Asthey overcamein their daily struggles
and responsibilities, they left behind standards and
examplesasinstruction for our spiritual well-being.
In broad strokes, this chapter provides direction by
illustrating circumstancesin which they made prac-
tical use of their faith in God and His way.

Hebrews 11:1 states, “Now faith isthe substance
of thingshopedfor, the evidence of thingsnot seen.”
Understanding thisverseis essential to deriving the
most from this chapter. It establishesagood, practi-
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cal definition of faith, but it is not the only one, since the
Bible uses the term “faith” in several other ways. We have
tobethinking asweread, or we may get anideaabout faith
other than the one God intends within a given context.

Galatians 1:23 uses “faith” in a somewhat different
manner. “He who formerly persecuted us now preaches
the faith which he once tried to destroy.” In context with
“preaching,” faith, asusedinreligious parlance, means“a
confession,” thus“acreed,” “abody of religious beliefs,”
or “astatement of the principles of one sway of life.” The
New Testament often uses “faith” in this manner. Its
usage in Jude 3 is similar but a bit clearer, as a body of
beliefs to which we must cling steadfastly and apply to
life’'schallenges.

In John 20:29, the apostle relates, “Jesus said to him,
‘Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed.
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed.”” Here, with Jesus Christ as faith’s object,
believing indicatesapersonal trust or confidencein Him.
Paul,inRomans 3:22, putsitindifferentlight: “. .. even
therighteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ,
to all and on all who believe.” Here, in alegal context,
it indicates a level of personal confidence or trust in
what Christ did asameans of justification and therefore
access to God.

Romans10:17 impartsvital understanding on how faith
in God becomespart of our thinking and conduct: “ Sothen
faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
Faith becomes an element of our thinking by our hearing
words that concern the objects of faith: our Father in
heaven; His Son, Jesus Christ; and their message, the
gospel of the Kingdom of God. Interestingly, Paul empha-
sizeshearing rather then merely reading, thoughreadingis
included in the sense of hearing. Jesus declares in John
6:63, “ Thewordsthat | speak toyou arespirit, and they are
life.” Hearing—or more correctly, listening—is probably
Jesus’ most frequent and consi stent exhortationduring His
ministry.

If wedo not listenthoughtfully, wewill not havefaithin
the right object. Regardless of the context, faith always
contains amixture of believing, knowing, understanding,
trusting, and sometimes even bold conviction—all locked
together and pointed toward a specific object. Within the
Bible, that object isalmost alwayseither God, JesusChrist,
the Word of God, or a messenger sent by God, whether
angel, prophet, or minister.

The Background

Hebrews 10:35-39 introduces the subject of faith, paving
the way for Paul’ s exposition in chapter 11.:

Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which
has great reward. For you have need of endurance,
so that after you have done the will of God, you may
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receive the promise: “For yet alittle while, and He
whoiscoming will come and will not tarry. Now the
just shall live by faith; but if anyone draws back, My
soul has no pleasurein him.” But we are not of those
who draw back to perdition, but of thosewho believe
to the saving of the soul.

Thisisnotthefirsttimefaith oritsopposite, unbelief, is
mentioned in Hebrews. The very purpose of the entire
epistle is to recapture, build, and sustain in its recipients
their faithin the superiority of Jesus Christ Himself andin
His message, the gospel of the Kingdom of God.

Notice the strong, earlier statements Paul makes re-
gardingunbelief:

- Hebrews 3:12, 19: Beware, brethren, lest there
beinany of youanevil heart of unbelief in departing
fromtheliving God. . . . Sowe seethat [the I sraelites
inthewilderness| could not enter in[to the Promised
Land] because of unbelief.

+ Hebrews4:2: For indeed the gospel was preached
to us as well as to them; but the word which they
heard did not profit them, not being mixed with faith
in those who heard it.

These are weighty statements. The Israelites failed to
accomplish their responsibility of walking from Egypt to the
Promised Land primarily because of one weak element in
their character. They did not believe God or His messenger
Moses. They did not listenthoughtfully or yieldingly.

Because of the warning contained within Hebrews
10:35-39, chapter 11 places the virtue of faith in direct
contrast to the sin of unbelief by exposing what unbelief
caused to occur. The Israelites drew back in fear rather
than trusting God and boldly going forward. Thus, themain
point of the epistle of Hebrews is that they will be
destroyed who, by failingto puttheir trustintheliving God,
shrink back from this Christian war we have been called
to fight, whereas those who believe will be saved.

Subjective or Objective?

A clear understanding of faith in Hebrews 11 largely
depends on how we perceive the word “substance” in
verse 1. In Greek, it is hypostasis, literally “a standing
under.” A morecomplex definitionis*that which underlies
what isapparent.” Amplified abit further, itisthat which,
though unseen, existsbeneath what isvisible. It, then, has
the sense of a foundation. Even as the foundation of a
buildingisunseen, but the building above groundisappar-
ent, the foundation, the hypostasis, is nonetheless real,
supporting the building. Hypostasisis the unseen support
of what is standing in clear view.



Spiritually, then, invisiblefaith underlies, supports, and
thus motivates the visible action. However, that does not
end the discussion of how hypostasisisto be understood.
Should it be understood subjectively or objectively? In
other words, should we consider faith to be a quality, a
virtuewithinus(thatis, subjectively), or should we under-
stand it as something not a part of us but on which we can
rely (that is, objectively)? Neither of these usages is
wrong, but one seems better than the other within the
context of the entire book.

If the translators believed it should be understood sub-
jectively, then the first phrase in Hebrews 11:1 will be
translated similar to, “ Faith is being sure of what we hope
for, certain of what we do not see.” Another subjective
variation might be, “In faith, things hoped for become a
reality.” Thisemphasizesconviction, aninternal certainty
about what we believe.

If thetranslatorsbelievedit should beunderstood objec-
tively, thenthesame phrasewill betranslated, “ Faithisthe
substance of thingshoped for” or “ Faith isthetitle deed of
thingshoped for.” Thisemphasizes something outsidethe
person that he can rely upon.

Thisissueis not an easy matter. However, the subjec-
tive perspective, conviction within us, is better, given the
tenor of the entire epistle.

Certainly, Paul spendsagreat deal of timeremindingthe
Hebrews of how great what they believeinis—that things
pertaining to Christ are far better than anything ever
before offered to mankind. Thisby itself would requirean
objective point of view. However, the real problem was
within these Hebrews' hearts. Paul was exhorting people
who were letting the things of God slip away from them
through personal neglect. It was not that they did not have
something to believein, for the epistle clearly states they
had formerly done much better. Rather, through their lack
of conviction, and thus their neglectful personal applica-
tion, they weredlip-slidingaway. Thereal issueissubjective.

Several times, Paul urged them to recall former days
and recapture the bold confidence they once had. Thus,
though neither of these approaches is wrong, the subjec-
tive perspectiveis better, meaning Hebrews 11:1 is better
translated, “ Faithisbeing sure of what wehopefor, certain
of what we do not see.” The believer isconvinced that the
things he cannot see regarding God are real, and so, from
that perspective, he will act in fullness of hope.

Many claimto believe God, but what i nfluence doesthis
belief have on their behavior? If it wields little or no
influence, they are unconvinced people, people without
convictionwho are seeking only anintellectual righteous-
ness. Such belief iswithout certainty, and so it lackadaisi-
cally, gradually retreatsinstead of goingforwardingrowth.
These Hebrews had become this way under the pressure
of timeand trial.

Endure to the End

As stated earlier, the introduction to the Faith Chapter
appearsin chapter 10, when the author directly mentions
faith. However, asecondary subject motivated thewriting

of chapter 11, and this subject appears in Hebrews 10:36
as “patience,” as the King James Version renders it.
Ample material appears throughout the epistle to explain
why patience needed to be addressed.

Although “patience” is not a wrong translation, for
better understanding, more specific words should be used.
Today, wegenerally think of “patience” aspassive, whereas
“persevere” or “endure” are more dynamic. The Greek
word used in Hebrews 10:36 is hupomone. In his Com-
plete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament, Spiros
Zodhiates comments that it means “ constancy under suf-
fering in faith and duty.” “Constancy” indicates that per-
sistent effort isbeing made, in this case against apressing
trouble. Inlight of thisseries, he perhapsdescribesit even
better by definingit asa“ quality of character that doesnot
allow one to surrender.”

“Perseverance,” “endurance,” “ constancy,” and “ stead-
fastness” all have asense of activity, of actively straining
against some pressure. Thus, as Hebrews 11 begins, the
author approachestwo related subjects: onedirectly, faith
or strong conviction; and the other, perseverance, less
directly. Hupomone, however, does not appear again until
Hebrews 12:1.

The Hebrewsbadly needed both conviction and persever-
anceto meet and overcometheir problems. These virtues go
handinhand, and they really cannot be separated becausewe
operate on a different concept of time than does God.
Comparedto God, weoperateonfast time. Almost everything
in our lives seemsto have to be done or received right now,
or faith begins to evaporate and we lose heart. True faith,
though, operates in a rhythm closer to what God does
because, dueto conviction, it ismorein tunewith Him.

Therefore, a convicted person not only believes that
what God says is true, but he also trusts and willingly
endures trials in an attitude of realistic hopefulness. He
doesnot restlessly complainto Godtofix thingsright away
onhisschedule. A person devel opsconviction by thought-
fully processing agreat deal of God’ struth andyielding to
the evidence He provides.

Paul continuesin Hebrews11:2 by noting, “ For by it the
elders obtained a good testimony.” This setsthe stage for
the remainder of the chapter by showing its importance:
Others we respect have lived by faith before us, and as a
result, God approved of their lives.

Theapostleimpliesthat, if they could doit, why canwe
not do aswell, since the same factorsthat existed for them
are still working? Namely, God is still on Histhrone, and
Histruth standsfirm. We should desire to please and trust
no one else in the entire world above God. This is an
important point regarding faith because this faith must be
lived toward God.

Remember, God as a personal Being and His message
given through Jesus Christ are the objects of our trust. It
iseasy for our attitudeto beoriented toward pleasing other
people. God doesnot deny thisto us, but pleasing Him must
dominateour attitude. We must choose pleasing Himasthe
primary desire of our lives, or conviction haslittle chance
of growing.
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In Hebrews 11:3, the apostle writes, “By faith we
understand that the worlds were framed by the word of
God, so that the things which are seen were not made of
thingswhich are visible.” This further continues laying
the groundwork, as this concept reveal sthe solid base of
faith toward God: that He is Creator and Ruler. “Where
were you when | laid the foundation of the earth?” God
Himself demanded of Job. The answer to this question is
why we can understand the existence of things by faith.

E.W. Bullinger has an additional thought on thisverse
that isworth considering. Hetakesthisbeyond creation,
as the word translated “worlds” is literally aiones or
“ages.” Thus, theverseisliterally stating that God framed
or put into order the ages. Zodhiates agrees that aiones
indicates ages or times, in contrast with kosmos, often
trandated as “world,” which indicates people as a soci-
ety. Bullinger showsthat God, unseen and sovereign, is
not only Creator, but also actively shapes eventswithin
the expanses of time. AsJesussaysin John5:17, Godis
always working, directing the movement of history to
bring about Hisdesired ends. Bullinger’ s approach isto
be preferred as more appropriate to the entire epistle.

Patterns to Note

With Hebrews 11:4, we begin to see the contrasts
between faith and unbelief moreclearly: “By faith Abel
offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain,
through which he obtained witness that he was righ-
teous, Godtestifying of hisgifts; andthroughit hebeing
dead still speaks.” These contrasts are seen in the prac-
tical applications made by faithful men and women who
pleased God, gaining His respect by the way they lived.

As Paul presents the examples of faithful men and
women, we should notice several patterns. Thefirst is
an obviousone: Theexamplesare arranged chronologi-
cally—up until Moses. At that point, he mysteriously
skips over Joshua, but then includes Rahab. Next, he
names a few judges but not in chronological order.
Finally, he mentions David, Israel’s second king, but
before Samuel, the last of the judges.

A second and more important pattern is that each
example of faithisdifferent from any of the others, and
they arearrangedin aprogressionimportant to Christian
living. This aspect will become more apparent as we
wend our way through the examples.

The third pattern to notice is that Paul is making a
general but powerful argument against the no-works
doctrine of those who profess that strange and destruc-
tive concept. In each example, it is clear that faith
motivated each person to do his particular cited work.
Thefaith of these people, then, was not merely intell ec-
tual, and it most certainly was not dead. Paul isshowing
conclusively that what one sayshebelievesisabsol utely
useless unless it pleases God by producing works.
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Works are the evidence that the person has faith! This
isamajor theme of the entire epistle.

These Hebrews claimed to be Christian, but in the
face of severetrials, their lack of faith, their doubt that
God would provide for them, motivated them to draw
back. Their lackadaisical and fearful works exposed
their lack of faith. Like the Israelitesin the wilderness,
they were slipping away.

Thefourth patternisthat Hebrews 11 isdivided into
three sections. The first section is the introduction,
which extendsto theend of verse 3. The second section,
verses 4-7, covers the examples of Abel, Enoch, and
Noah. Abel’ s example focuses on the genesis of Chris-
tianliving, while Enoch’ sconcentrates on the character
of the life of faith, of which Christian living consists.
Noah’ s example continues the theme of Enoch'’s, add-
ing asignificant work (preparing the ark) and showing
thegoal of Christian life. With Abel, Enoch, and Noah,
Paul lays a general foundation to show how faith
motivates a person’s life.

Thethird and major section, beginning with Abraham
and Sarah, focuses on what the remaining examples
achieved by meansof their faithin God and their always
looking beyond their owntimeof life. Thisisnot to say
thefirst threedid not achieveanything, only that achieve-
ment through faith was not the focus of Paul’ sinstruc-
tion at that point.

AstheBiblerecords history, Abel isthe first human
tooffer asacrificeto God. TheBiblegivesnoindication
that he wasfollowing what wasthen popular among the
children of Adam and Eve, nor that he was following
“common sense,” human reason, or his feelings. Un-
doubtedly, God had instructed Adam, Eve, Cain, Abel,
and maybe othersin Histruth. Abel stands out because
he offered by faith. He believed the specific instruction
given to him, while neither Cain nor anybody else did.
His motivation is what set Abel apart; he believed
without twisting what God taught.

Recall that Romans 10:17 says that faith comes by
hearing the Word of God. Faith in God must have a
foundation, and listening is the means by which that
foundation is formed. At this point, it is important to
understand what Paul—and of course, God—mean by
“faith.” Therearetwogeneral kindsof faith: “dead” and
“living,” as James terms them.

When James calls the one “dead,” he isin no way
saying that whoever hasthat faithisstupid. Infact, they
may be quite intellectual—"smart,” as we might say.
Hemeansthat, inrelationto God, they do not haveliving
or activefaith. Wecanillustratethedifferencethisway:
Suppose two people receive exactly the same instruc-
tion from the Word of God; both have beeninformed as
to what He requires. The difference between the per-
son with dead faith and the one with living faith is that

(continued on page 17)



prophecy watch

THE SECOND EXODUS

PART ONE

Inaddition, nearly all of those unfulfilled prophecies
pertain to the descendants of Abraham in general—
and Jacob in particular—and to other nations and
entities only as they encounter the descendants of
these patriarchs.

Understanding the history and the future of the
descendants of Jacob is paramount to understanding
therest of theBible. In particul ar, grasping what God
says will happen to these people allows us to make
sense of this world's seemingly incomprehensible
events. “Wherethereisnovision, the people perish,”
asProverbs29:18 (KJV) notes. But God hasgiven us
a vision of where current events are leading, and
what will soon happen to the nations of Israel that
have been scattered around the globe.

Historically, after the death of Solomon (c. 931
Bc), the Kingdom of Israel split into two separate
kingdoms. The northern ten tribes retained the name
Israel, establishing their capital at Samaria. The
southern tribes—Judah and Benjamin, along with
part of Levi—became known simply as Judah (and
itspeople known as Jews; seell Kings 16:5-6, KJV),
continuingto beruled by theroyal lineof David from
the capital city of Jerusalem.

Two hundred yearsafter thisnational division, the
northern ten tribes were in aterminal state of wick-
edness and rebellion. Idolatry was widespread, pa-
ganreligiouspracticesfromthesurrounding cultures
were common and celebrated, God’'s law was
trampled underfoot, and God Himself was scoffed
at—much asintoday’ sWestern culture. God’ sproph-

ets, warning of Israel’ sdestruction and subjugation,
wereinvariably ignored, mocked, or killed.
Around722ec, God caused Assyriato subduel sragl
and enslave the people. The Assyrians deported the
populationfromitshomelandin Canaanto the south-
ern shores of the Caspian Seain what is today Iran
(Il Kings 17:5-6). The northern Kingdom of Israel
thus passed from the view of all but the most obscure
histories, becoming known as the Lost Ten Tribes.
The Jews—the southern Kingdom of Judah—
followed the same course shortly thereafter. With
few exceptions, the kings of Judah proved more
corrupt than Israel’s kings. Israel set the pace into
idolatry, and Judah enthusiastically followed (Ezekiel
16:45-52). Aswithlsrael, God sent prophetsto Judah
towarn her of destructionif shefailedto repent. She
refused. Between 604 and 585 Bec, the Babylonian
king Nebuchadnezzar carried the popul ation of Judah
to Babylon (I Kings 24:14). Later, he totally de-
stroyed Jerusalem, Temple and all, and “carried
away captivetherest of thepeople” (11 Kings25:11).
Both kingdoms, having turned fromtheir covenant
with God, earned the penalty of national captivity.

REVERSE MIGRATION

After seventy years in Babylonian captivity, the
Jews began returning to Canaan. Under Ezra and
Nehemiah, the wall around Jerusalem was rebuilt,
and the Temple was restored under Zerubbabel and
Joshua. However, the northern ten tribes of Israel

FORERUNNER
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never returned. After a long sojourn in and around the
areas of their captivity, they migrated north and west into
the European continent, eventually spreading from there
into the United States, Canada, South Africa, Australia,
and New Zealand.

However, this migration of Israel will reverse in the
days ahead. The Bible shows in many prophecies that a
second exoduswill occur, and God'’ s peoplewill returnto
the land promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

The first exodus, when God brought the children of
Israel out from Egypt, isadefining event for both I sraelites
and Christians. Passover, the Days of Unleavened Bread,
and even Pentecost all commemorate God’ s sovereignty,
providence, and grace in liberating His people (see Deu-
teronomy 16:1-12). Yet, as remarkable as this spontane-
ous movement of millions of people from a plundered
Egypt to abountiful Canaan was, the Second Exodus will
be so momentousthat the original exodus from Egypt will
pale by comparison:

“Therefore behold, the days are coming,” says the
Lorp, “that it shall no morebe said, ‘ The Lorp lives
who brought up the children of I srael fromtheland of
Egypt,” but, ‘The Lorp lives who brought up the
children of Israel fromtheland of the north and from
all the lands where He had driven them.” For | will
bring them back into their land which | gaveto their
fathers.” (Jeremiah 16:14-15; see also 23:7-8)

Inlsaiah 11:11-12, the prophet al so tellsof thistimewhen

the Lorp shall set His hand again the second time to
recover the remnant of Hispeoplewho areleft. . . . He
will set up abanner for the nations, and will assemble
the outcastsof Israel, and gather together the dispersed
of Judah from the four corners of the earth.

God tells Jeremiah, “In those days the house of Judah
shall walk with the house of Israel, and they shall come
together out of the land of the north to the land that | have
given as an inheritance to your fathers’ (Jeremiah 3:18).

During the first exodus, a few million Israelites left
Egypt and headed for theland of Canaan, arelatively short
distance away. Today, |sraelites number in the hundreds
of millions, and their current homel ands are thousands of
miles from Canaan. They cannot re-migrate to the Prom-
ised Land asasingle group, for their movements have | eft
them in numerous countries around the globe. Only the
sovereign God can orchestrate such a regathering.

While some prophecies speak of Israel returning from
every compass point (Isaiah 11:12; 43:5-7), Israel ismost
commonly foreseen returning from the north and the west
(of the Promised Land) (Isaiah 49:12; Jeremiah 3:18;
16:15; 23:8; 31:8; Hosea 11:10; Zechariah 2:6), reversing
the path of their migration thousands of years ago.
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REGATHERED TO ZION

The prophet |saiah gives numerous descriptions of how this
exoduswill take place, such astheindividual attention that
will be given: “And it shall cometo passinthat day . . . you
will be gathered one by one, O you children of Isragl” (Isaiah
27:12). He speaks of “a highway for the remnant of His
people who will beleft from Assyria, asit wasfor Israel In
the day that he came up from the land of Egypt” (Isaiah
11:16). A similar road appearsin | saiah 35:8-10:

A highway shall be there, and aroad, and it shall be
calledtheHighway of Holiness. Theunclean shall not
passover it, but it shall befor others. Whoever walks
theroad, although afool, shall not go astray. No lion
shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast go up on
it. . . . But the redeemed shall walk there, and the
ransomed of the Lorp shall return, and cometo Zion
with singing, with everlastingjoy ontheir heads. They
shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing
shall flee away. (seealso Isaiah 43:16-21; 51:10-11)

Not all of Israel will be able to travel back via this
Highway of Holiness, however. | saiah 60:8-9 asks:

Who arethesewho fly like acloud, and like dovesto
their roosts? Surely the coastlands shall wait for Me;
andtheshipsof Tarshishwill comefirst, tobringyour
sons from afar, their silver and their gold with them,
to the name of the Lorp your God, and to the Holy
One of Israel, because He has glorified you.

| sai ah 66: 20 describesthismassive undertaking further:

“Thenthey shall bring all your brethrenfor an offering
totheLorp out of all nations, on horsesandin chariots
and in litters, on mules and on camels, to My holy
mountain Jerusalem,” saystheLorp, “asthechildren
of Israel bring an offering in a clean vessel into the
house of the Lorp.”

Jeremiah 30 and 31 give abroad overview of what God
will do to bring back Israel and the rest of Judah, and
restore the Promised Land to them. Thiswas not fulfilled
inthe 1940s, when hundreds of thousands of Jewsreturned
to their historical land and founded the modern State of
Israel, for only Judah took part in that. The prophecies
regarding the Second Exodus clearly speak of both Judah
and Israel. Notice, for instance, Jeremiah 30:1-3:

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lorp,
saying, “ Thus speaksthe Lorp God of Israel, saying:
‘Writein abook for yourself all thewordsthat | have
spokentoyou. For behold, thedaysarecoming,’ says
the Lorb, ‘that | will bring back from captivity My



peoplelsrael and Judah,” saystheLorp. ‘And | will
cause them to return to the land that | gave to their
fathers, and they shall possessit.”” (emphasis ours)

God refers to both kingdoms here—the descendants of
the northern kingdom of Israel as well as the southern
kingdom of Judah. The return of Israel will be the larger
migration because, aside from the 70-year captivity in
Babylon, some of the descendants of Judah have always
resided inthe Promised Land. Today, the State of Israel is
predominately made up of the descendants of Judah.

However, neither Israel nor Judah has truly possessed
the land since the time of their respective captivities.
Despite some of Judah having returned to the land, ever
since the Babylonian captivity, she has only rarely and
intermittently held sovereignty over it.

After Judah wastaken into captivity, Babylon ruled the
Promised Land under Nebuchadnezzar. Babylon later fell
to the Medo-Persian Empire, which then became sover-
eign over Jerusalem and the Promised Land. Because of
their vassal status, the Jewish captives that returned from
Babylon had to ask permissionfrom Cyrusand Darius, the
Persiankings, torebuildthewall andthe Temple. The Jews
enjoyed a measure of peace, but their freedom depended
on the favor of the ruling Persian emperor.

After Alexander the Great conquered M edo-Persia, the
Greeks became the new overseers of the Land of Promise.
Jews under the Maccabees gained a measure of indepen-
denceuntil Rometook control of thearea. Thus, duringthe
time of Christ, Jewslivedintheland and even worshipped
in the Second Temple, but they did not really possess the
land because it was under Roman jurisdiction. Since the
collapse of the Roman Empire, notwithstanding some
temporary Crusader holdings, the Promised L and hasbeen
under the sway of various Arab and Muslim nations—
notably the Ottoman Empire—down to modern times.

Even now, the state of Israel does not control all of the
land. Jerusalem isadivided city, and the | sraelis have not
dared claim all of the Temple Mount for themselves (even
though they had the opportunity immediately following the
Six Day War in 1967), because they know that it would
resultinan all-out war with the Muslims. Even though the
Jews regained a considerable amount of land when it
declared statehood in 1948, gaining even more during the
Six Day War, the ownership is endlessly argued. Judahis
not truly sovereign yet. It does not yet “possess’ the land
in the fullest sense of the word.

BUT FIRST, TRIBULATION

Eventhough Israel and Judah will ultimately berestoredto
the land of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, they will first go
through atime of tremendous tribul ation and hardship:

For thus says the Lorp: “We have heard a voice of
trembling, of fear, and not of peace. Ask now, and
see, whether amanisever inlabor with child? Sowhy
do | see every man with hishands on hisloinslike a

woman in labor, and all facesturned pale? Alas! For
that day is great, so that noneislikeit; and it isthe
time of Jacob’ s trouble, but he shall be saved out of
it.” (Jeremiah 30:5-7; emphasis ours)

This is what must happen before the Second Exodus.
Notice that it is called “Jacob’s Trouble,” not either
“Israel’ sTrouble” or “Judah’ s Trouble.” Both houseswill
experience it. God causes Jacob’s descendants to be
greatly troubled because of their sins. Thistime of unprec-
edented crisis—"noneislikeit”—correspondsto thetime
of “great tribulation” of which Jesus Christ warns:

“Therefore when you see the ‘ abomination of deso-
lation,” spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standingin
the holy place” (whoever reads, let him understand),
“then let those who are in Judea flee to the moun-
tains. . . . For then there will be great tribulation,
such as has not been since the beginning of the
world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. And
unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be
saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be
shortened.” (Matthew 24:15-16, 21-22; emphasisours)

Luke's version of the Olivet Prophecy uses different
language to describe the same time and events:

But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies,
then know that its desolation is near. Then let those
who arein Judeafleeto themountains, |et those who
areinthe midst of her depart, and let not thosewho are
in the country enter her. For these are the days of
vengeance, that all things which are written may be
fulfilled. . . . For there will be great distress in the
land and wrath upon this people. And they will fall
by the edge of the sword, and be led away captive
into all nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by
Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.
(Luke 21:20-24; see Revelation 11:2; emphasisours)

Just as Christ reassures us in Matthew 24:22 that this
will not be the complete end of mankind, Jeremiah prom-
isesthat Jacobwill besaved out of histrouble. Eventhough
that “day” isgreat, and like nothing we have seen before,
it will not be the end of Jacob.

Jeremiah 30:5-7 does not detail why that timeis one of
tribulation. The only clue we have in these verses is that
God comparesit, not just toawomaninlabor, but toaman
inlabor. Thisiscertainly anunusual symbol, but thepicture
of the sorrows and pains of labor and childbirth elsewhere
helps us to understand what it portends. For example,
I saiah 13:6-8 prophesies:

Wail, for the day of the Lorb isat hand! It will come
asdestructionfromthe Almighty. Thereforeall hands
will belimp, every man’ sheart will melt, and they will
be afraid. Pangs and sorrows will take hold of them;
(continued on page 16)

FORERUNNER

9



10 JuLy

nLuke?21:36, our Savior providesuswith thetwotickets

we need—watching (careful, vigilant attention to over-
coming our nature) and praying always—to be accounted
worthy to escape the troubles at the close of this age and
to enter the Kingdom of God. These two activities are
pillarsthat support the foundation on which our Christian
lives rest during these end times.

How important are these two pillars? Exactly what is
Christinstructing usto do aswe encounter theend of an age?

InLuke21:36, when Christ says, “Watch,” Heiscalling
for usto scrutinize our livesin order to change them. We
are not just to note the problems we see but to overcome
them. How importantisitto overcome?|f God mentioning
something twice establishes it (Genesis 41:32), how sig-
nificantisasubject when Hementionsit fifteen times? Not
fifteen times throughout the whole Bible but in just one
book! And not in just any book, but a book of special
significance to us, one about the end time—Revelation!

In this end-time message, Christ says seven times, “|
know your works” (Revelation 2:2, 9, 13, 19; 3:1, 8, 15).
What areworks? They are simply theresults of our efforts
in overcoming, both the failures and successes. Jesus is
saying, “I know thelevel of your overcoming.” Then, for
each church—whether era, group, or attitude—He com-
ments on that effort. Overcoming is highlighted another
seven times (Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3.5, 12, 21), as
Christ ends each of His critiques with a promise that
begins, “To him who overcomes. . . .” Asan exclamation
point, Christ warns us seven times, a number signifying
completeness, to heed what He saysto all these churches
(Revelation2:7,11, 17, 29; 3.6, 13, 22).

Finally,inRevelation21:7, Christ addressesovercoming
a fifteenth time. He makes a promise to those who
successfully overcome: “He who overcomes shall inherit
al things, and | will be his God and he shall be My son.”

Revelation shows us that “Job One” for a Christian is
overcoming, especially for someoneliving at theendtime.
This is the message in Luke 21:36 also: We have to
overcome to be with Him in God’s Kingdom. Salvation
itself hinges on our cooperation with Him in overcoming
(Matthew 25:30).

The Parable of the Ten Virgins (Matthew 25:1-13)
demonstrates the importance of overcoming. The differ-
ence between thewiseand foolish virginsistheir supplies
of oil. While water represents the power of God's Holy
Spirit to cleanse, oil represents its power to work, to do
good. Thus, the difference between the virgins is their
good works (“I know your works’), how much they

overcame their selfish human natures by acting in love
toward God and man.

Both groupshad oil, but thefoolish virginsdid not have
enough for the unexpectedly long delay (Luke 21:34-35).
When the cry went out, their lamps were still burning but
sputtering and about to go out. They were not prepared for
the long haul. They had not continued to overcome. They
were not enduring to theend. Their oil—their good works,
their overcoming—proved insufficient for thetask. Inthis
one point, they failed, and what afoolish failure it wasl!

Emphasizing theimportance of Luke 21:36 and watch-
ing, Christ makes a specific promise to thoseliving at the
end who are watching, that is, successfully overcoming:
“Blessed are those servants whom the master, when he
comes, will find watching. Assuredly, | say to you that he
will gird himself and have them sit down to eat, and will
come and serve them” (Luke 12:37).

Conversely, considering the implications of John 17:3,
Jesus gives a chilling judgment to the virgins who fail to
overcome: “1 do not know you” (Matthew 25:12).

How Important Is Prayer?

Coupled with watching and overcoming, the next subject
that Jesusaddressesin Luke 21:36 isprayer. To grasp just
how important prayer is, noticethe exampleof Daniel, one
of the three most righteous men in the Bible, according to
Ezekiel 14:14. Part of hisstory isin Daniel 6.7, 10:

All thegovernors of the kingdom, the administrators
and satraps, the counselors and advisors, have con-
sulted together to establish a royal statute and to
make a firm decree, that whoever petitions any god
or man for thirty days, except you, O king, shall be
castintothedenof lions. . .. Now when Daniel knew
that thewriting wassigned, hewent home. Andinhis
upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusa-
lem, heknelt down on hiskneesthreetimesthat day,
and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was
his custom since early days.

Daniel believed that prayer was so essential that he
chosetorisk hislifeto lions rather than lose contact with
God for even a part of aday. We could say that he feared
the Lion of Judah more than any physical lion. To him,
prayer was a life-and-death issue. Isit to us? How many
excuses would we have made to avoid those lions? What
excuses do we make today to justify alack of prayer?

Praying
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I's anything more serious than a life-and-death issue?
Because of the Bible’ sobviously highregard for Daniel, it
is reasonable to assume that his attitude about prayer
played a significant part in deserving the label of “righ-
teous.” Prayer, for us, becomes a spiritual life-and-death
guestion, not just a physical one as Daniel faced.

Faith to Endure

If we do not have enough faith to endure to the end, we
will not survivespiritually (Matthew 24:13). So, how dowe
increase that faith? How do we increase it to the level
needed to ensure our survival? Without the answer, we
face possible spiritual death.

The good newsisthat we have an answer, and we have
had it for decades. Herbert W. Armstrong answers that
very questionin hisbooklet, “What is Faith?":

When Jesus walked the earth in human flesh, He
possessed faith! . . .

Peter, Stephen, Philip, Paul—all common, humble
ordinary men themselves—all had that power, the
saME identical power Jesus had, because they lived
and walked cLose To Gop and were filled with the

Holy Spirit!

And we seem to LAck that power today, NoT because
God denies us that power, but because we are so
close to a modern, materialistic world—our minds
aresofilledwiththematerial interestsof thislife; our
minds and our hearts are so far from God; we are so
out of touch with Him through lack of enough time
spent inthe study of HisWord, and lack of enough of
theright kind of surrendered, submissive, earnest and
heart-rending PraYyEr—and consequently, because
we are not filled with the HoLy SpiriT! . . .

And let us remember, FaiTH is the ciFT oF Gob.

So many think that everything else that comes from
GodisHisgift, but theraiTH required toreceivethese
things is something we ourselves must somehow
work up, or strain and strive for. But we haveto just
relax and Trust Gob, even for the FaiTH by which we
receive everything else! (Ephesians 2:8.)

In Revelation 14:12 is a description of the true
Church of THIs pAY. Those in this church have the
FAITH oF Jesus. Notice, therFaiTH oF JEsus! Itisnot just
our faith in Him, but His faith—the very faith with
which He performed His miracles—placed in usand
acting in us.

How canyou get it? Draw closer to God. Get to know
God. Surrender all the way to Him, and do Hiswill.
And then pray. You get to know Him in prAYER. We
aretoo closeto thematerial things. Through PRAYER,
much more prayer, you can come closer to Gop and
the spiritual things. And what a happy, joyous
experienceit is, once you have really doneit!

What is his answer to a lack of faith? Prayer and
surrender to God’ swill. Surrendering to Hiswill isour act
of overcoming our rebellious carnal nature. His answer,
prayer and overcoming, is the same instruction Christ
givesin Luke 21:36 to those of us living at the end time.

Building Faith
A lack of faith isasign of aweak prayer life. Notice the
proof of thisin Matthew 17:19-21.:

Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said,
“Why couldwenot cast himout?’ So Jesussaidtothem,
“Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, | say to you,
if you havefaith asamustard seed, you will say to this
mountain, ‘Movefrom hereto there,” and it will move;
and nothing will be impossible for you. However, this
kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting.”

He advises us how to address unbelief—prayer and fasting.

Onahumanlevel, how dowebuildtrust, faith, andloyalty?
Will we have faith in someone we do not know? Can we be
loyal to astranger?Webuild confidencein othersthrough
repeated contact with them over time—close and frequent
communication. As we get to know them, to see them in
action, to seetheir characters, we eventually reach a point
where we can have trust and faith in them and in their
behavior. Isit any different with God?

Prayer providestherepeated and continual contact with
God that we need to get to know Him. This setsin motion
the process that will lead to faith, to God being willing to
give us the gift of faith (Ephesians 2:8). The prayerful
person becomes the faithful person, not the other way
around. Hebrews 11:6 illustrates this point: “But without
faith it isimpossible to please Him, for he who comes to
God must believe that Heis, and that He is arewarder of
those who diligently seek Him.”

Notice the condition in this verse: God is not the re-
warder of everyone, but “of those who diligently seek
Him.” The gift of living faith comes from diligently, ac-
tively seeking Him, consistently and with zeal. Prayer isa
major tool in seeking God, along with study, fasting, and
using the knowledge gained to conform to His will—
practical Christian living and overcoming. Those who
prove their diligence by doing these things are the ones
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rewarded with the faith to overcome (I John 5:4).

The Sabbath isan external sign that identifies God' s
people (Exodus 31:13, 17). Nevertheless, othersnot in
God'’ s true church observe it. Is there another sign—a
lessvisible one—that perhaps only God sees? Y es, and
Zechariah 13:9 showsitisprayer: “ They will pray inmy
name, and | will answer them. | will say, ‘Y ou are my
people,” andthey will reply, * Y ou, Lorp, areour God!"”
(Contemporary English Version).

Those with a weak prayer life have weak faith
(Matthew 17:19-21). Those with weak faith are sinful
(Romans14:23) and are promised death (Ezekiel 18:20;
Romans6:23). That isjust how important earnest prayer
isaspart of asolid foundation, especially duringtheend
time. As| Peter 4.7 instructs, “But the end of all things
is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your
prayers.”

Faith’s Role

Consider the connection the apostle John makes in |
John 5:4-5: “ For whatever isborn of God overcomesthe
world. And this is the victory that has overcome the
world—our faith. Who ishe who overcomestheworld,
but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?”

How do we overcome? John writes that our victory
comes through belief, the power of faith—God’ s gift.
How do we build that faith to the needed levels? Aswe
saw in Matthew 17:19-21, wedo it by prayer and fasting.

Whether His people would have enough faith to
overcome, to have a sufficient supply of oil in their
lamps, is an issue Christ knew would be critical asthe
world neared the end of the age. In Luke 18:8, Christ
looked down the corridors of time to the period of His
return and wondered, “Will | really find faith on the
earth?” Are we praying enough in both quality and
guantity to build thefaith that God is seeking at the end,
the faith He knows we need both to overcome and to
survive the great trials of the day?

We can now realize the power of Christ’s message
inLuke21:36. Toovercome, weneedfaith. Tohaveand
show faith, we need prayer. God requires works on our

part, the works of prayer and overcoming. However,
the power comes only from God and His gift of faith.

Overcoming and prayer are absolute regquirements for
those living at the end. They are the two tickets we must
have to be among those counted worthy to escape and
enter God’ sKingdom. Without both of theserequirements
in abundance, we will not be granted either blessing.

Praying Always

While prayer is important, notice that in Luke 21:36,
Jesus does not use just the word “pray” but the phrase
“pray always.” Why is this significant?

As we begin to answer this question, it is good to
know that the word “always’ is a translation of three
Greek words. A literal translation of those three words,
en panti kairod, would be “in all times,” and many
Bible translations have chosen to use similar wording,
such as “at all times.” Other versions may use “all the
time,” while some use wordslike “constant” and “ con-
stantly.” Weymouth’s New Testament goes so far asto
read, “every moment.”

Christisspeaking, not just about prayer, but al so about
the frequency of our prayers. How often are we in
contact with God throughout our day? Do we give Him
sometimein the morning or evening, but therest of the
day Heisin none, or very few, of our thoughts? Doing
so places usin very dangerous company (Psalm 10:4).

L aodiceans have |lukewarm relationships with God,
thus Christ has to say to them in Revelation 3:20:
“Behold, | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears
My voice and opensthe door, | will comein to him and
dine with him, and he with Me.” He calls for them to
rekindle the relationship. Making the first move, He
suggests what friends who have a close relationship
do—they share a meal. What happens at a meal with
friends? Conversation, which is what prayer is. Hu-
mans, whether with people or with God, build their
relationships the same way: They talk to each other—
alot.

We can see why Christ tells those living at the end,

(continued on page 16)

ome understand this as instruction to be con-

stantly asking God, “ Count meworthy, count me
worthy, count meworthy!” Thisunderstandingisin
error, asit contradicts Christ’ swarning in M atthew
6:7 against vain repetitions.

The word “that” in the above phrase, hina, is
Strong’ s#2443. Thisword can be translated as “ so
that,” asitisin Galatians 5:17: “[The flesh and the
Spirit] are contrary to one another, so that you do
not do the things that you wish.” “So that” better

“. .. pray always that you may be counted worthy. . .”

represents the meaning of thisword in Luke 21:36.
Thisverse shows cause and effect. We areto watch
and pray so that—or as the New American Standard
Bible hasit, “in order that”—by doing these things,
we will have prepared ourselves to be counted
worthy to escape andto stand before Christin God's
Kingdom. Moreover, thislatter meaning alignswell
with Paul’ schargein Philippians2:12, “. . . work out

your own salvation in fear and trembling.”
—Pat Higgins
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ready answer

“Be ready always to give an answer . . .” | Peter 3:15

The Sin
of Partiality

“My brethren,
do not hold the faith
of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Lord of glory,
with partiality.”
—James 2:1

Back in the 1970s, in Norwalk, California, when | was seeking to be
baptized, | was trying to quit smoking. | found that it required that | keep
quitting, because | kept finding a cigarette in my hand. It was such an
ingrained habit that | did it without thinking. Each time did, | would leave
the rest of the pack some place where | could not recover it.

One night during thistime, my family went to the home of some friends for
a barbeque. Out of habit, | lit acigarette and took adrag. As | blew the smoke
out, | overheard my mother bragging to our host that | had quit smoking. My
mom had been blinded by her partiality toward me and my abilities, and | felt
horriblethat | had caused her shame and disappointment. Realizing this helped
meto quit the disgusting habit for good.

James 2:1 broachesthe topic of partiality: “My brethren, do not hold the
faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with partiality.” The King
James Version translates this virtually the same way except that instead of
“partiality,” it reads “respect of persons.” In many ways, “respect of persons’
isaplainer translation of the Greek, since that is exactly what the apostle is
fighting: church members respecting some people over others.

Since we, too, are members of God’ s church, it is beneficial to take a closer
look at thisidea of partiality or respect of persons from time to time. This
problem frequently rears its ugly head, causing trouble among brethren, so
itis good to know what it isand how it manifestsitself in acongregation.

Definitions

First, we need to make sure that we understand the full implications of
partiality by reviewing some definitions of the term. Webster’s Dictionary
defines partial as “biased to one party; inclined to favor one party in a cause,
or one side of a question, more than the other; not indifferent.” A second
meaning emphasi zes favoring something “without reason,” and athird,
“affecting apart only; not general or universal; not total,” impliesdividing or
separating things apart from the whole.

Another tool we can use to get a better grasp of aterm isto see how other
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ready anSWG I’ The sin of Partiality

trandations of a particular Bible verse useit. Here are
several aternate translations of James 2:1:

International Standard Version: My brothers, do
not practice your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus
Christ by showing partiality.

New International Version: My brothers, as believers
inour glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don’'t show favoritism.

Good News Translation: My friends, as believersin
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, you must
never treat people in different ways according to
their outward appearance.

James Moffatt Translation: My brothers, as you
believein our Lord Jesus Christ, who isthe Glory, pay
no servileregard to people.

William Barclay Translation: My brothers, you
cannot at one and the same time believe in our
glorious Lord Jesus Christ and be a snob.

The New Testament in Modern English: Don't ever
attempt, my brothers, to combine snobbery with faith
in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ!

Amplified Bible: My brethren, pay no servile regard
to people [show no prejudice, no partiality]. Do not
[attempt to] hold [and] practice the faith of our Lord Jesus
Christ, [the Lord] of Glory, [together with snobbery]!

Thisterm, rendered variously as* partiality,”
“favoritism,” “respect of persons,” “servile regard,” and
“snobbery” in James 2:1, is prosdpol¢cmpsia in Greek, and
itisvery close in meaning to the English word partiality.
Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words
expands on its meaning: “y[lt is] the fault of one who,
when responsible to give judgment, has respect to the
position, rank, popularity, or circumstances of men,
instead of their intrinsic conditions, preferring therich and
powerful to those who are not so. . . ."

Armed with this understanding, we can explore some
of the occasions when partiality occurs. For instance,
parents almost always display partiality for their own
children over other people’schildren, whichisonly
natural, but sometimes they favor one of their own
children over hisor her sibling(s). Thisis bound to have
disastrous results at some point.

Peopl e al so make economic distinctions, showing abias
for one brand of car, clothing, appliance, or laundry soap.
Some are partial to stocks and bonds, while others prefer
toinvestinland, gold, or commodities. Such preferences
are usually just personal opinionsdueto habit, experience,
advertising, or personal recommendation.

2007

Of course, there areracial, socia, religious, and political
prejudices. We read or hear of such biases frequently.
Many of these kinds of partialities can get onein trouble
with the group in question, the law, the community, or
the church, depending on how radically aperson displays
them. Even in supposedly free and equal societies,
prejudices abound, as they are part of human nature.

Further, intellectual snobbery and elitism abound.
Those who have advanced degrees too often look down
their noses at those whose educational achievements
were stymied by alack of opportunity or funds or plain
bad grades in school. Though it is more rare, areverse
intellectual snobbery has been known to exist among
poorly educated Americans from time to time.

In the church, we often witness the “holier than thou”
individual who wears his spirituality on hissleevefor all
to see. He is quick to criticize others for their
shortcomings, drawing away from fellowship with them
for their “lack of conversion.” Such a person is showing
a bias toward his idea of righteousness, which, as we
know, iscalled “ self-righteousness.”

There are many other kinds of partiality, and if one
keeps an eye out for them, they are easy to spot.
Respect of personsis part of the underside of the
human condition, so it isnot surprising that the Bible
presents so many illustrations of it.

Biblical Examples

God provides us with dozens of examples of men and
women who were partial to various people or things, and
along with the examples come important |essons we can
learn to avoid their mistakes. Sometimes, aright and
godly favoritismisshown—particularly by God
Himself—and an unrighteous, human reaction causes a
great deal of trouble. Y et, more often, human partiality
toward or against others opens the proverbia can of
worms. A number of examples comeimmediately to mind.

« When God accepted Abel’ s offering but rejected
Cain’s—favor based on obedience and proper
attitude—hatred, jeal ousy, resentment, and murderous
rage resulted (see Genesis 4). Thisfirst exampleis one
of godly favor taken badly.

« Through favoritism, Isaac (toward Esau) and
Rebecca (toward Jacob) instilled a spirit of
competition, strife, and resentment between the two
brothers, which led to an even-now ongoing feud,
more than 3,500 years later (see Genesis 25 and 27)!

+ Jacob’s partiality to Rachel was the source of a
great deal of hostility and scheming among Jacobs's
wives and concubines (see Genesis 30). Thisalso
created rivalries between their sons.



« Jacob’s favoritism for Joseph made his half-
brothers so jealous that they were ready to murder
him (see Genesis 37). Instead, they “only” sold him
into slavery, telling their father that he had been torn
to pieces by awild beast. This caused the patriarch
no end of grief.

« Through his partiality as afather, Eli allowed
himself to become complacent to the gross sins of his
two sons (see | Samuel 2—4). This led both to
calamity for Eli’ s house and national defeat at the
hands of the Philistines.

« King David'spartiality blinded hiseyesto his
children’sevil actions, particularly Amnon’ srape of his
half-sister, Tamar; and Absalom’s murder of Amnon
and hisrebellion against David himself (see Il Samuel
13-18). Later, heignored Adonijah’s preparations to
take over histhrone, in spite of his expressed desire
to have Solomon succeed him (see | Kings 1).

« Inthe story of Esther, Haman's prejudice almost cost
thelivesof al the Jewsliving in the Persian Empire
(see Esther 3-8). Only an act of great courage and
self-sacrifice saved the Jews from annihilation.

The Bible contains a host of other examples that
thoroughly demonstrate the insidiousness of this
potential sin. It is clear that the effects of partiality are
the real problem. A person can have the best of
intentions and reasons for his bias—as God’ s favor
certainly is—but the reactions of those not in favor
cause events to spin out of control. At other times, and
certainly in most cases of human bias, the respect of
persons is clearly wrong from the outset, and the carnal
reactions of those it affects just makes matters worse.

Emulating God

In his epistle, the apostle James is combating the practice
of showing favoritism toward the wealthy at the expense
of poorer brethren. He asks in James 2:4, in doing so,
“have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and
become judges with evil thoughts?’ Here, he gets to the
crux of the problem. As converted children of God, we
are supposed to be able to make righteous judgments
through the gift of God’s Spirit. However, when we
show partiality or respect of persons, we have alowed evil
thoughtsto compromise our judgment.

The Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary
emphasizes that “the sin in question [respect of persons]
ispeculiarly inconsistent with His ‘faith.”” Christ died
for al, rich and poor alike, and His doctrine consistently
stresses the spiritual equality of believers and unity ina
brotherhood of believers. Thus, preferring one person
over another because of wealth or status introduces an
element of wickednessinto Christian relations: division.

Matthew Henry agrees:

The apostle is here reproving a very corrupt practice.
He shows how much mischief there isin the sin of
prosbpolcmpsia—respect of persons, which
seemed to be a very growing evil in the churches of
Christ even in those early ages, and which, in these
after-times, has sadly corrupted and divided Christian
nations and societies.

... You who profess to believe the glory of our Lord
Jesus Christ, which the poorest Christian shall
partake of equally with therich, and to which all
worldly glory isbut vanity, you should not make
men’s outward and worldly advantages the measure
of your respect. In professing the faith of our Lord
Jesus Christ, we should not show respect to men, so
asto cloud or lessen the glory of our glorious Lord:
how ever any may think of it, thisis certainly avery
heinoussin.

What about God'’ s supposed favoritism for His
chosen people? For many centuries, it seemed as if God
was partial toward Israel in that only Israelites had an
opportunity for salvation. From our perspective today,
we know that He was working solely through Israel only
for the time being, preparing a people for the coming of
His Son in the flesh.

After Jesus' resurrection, God soon opened salvation
to the Gentiles too, as related in the story of Corneliusin
Acts 10. In verses 34-35 of this chapter, Peter draws a
conclusion from his experiences with the vision of the
animals let down in a sheet from heaven and with the
conversion of the household of Cornelius: “In truth |
perceive that God shows no partiality, but in every
nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is
accepted by Him.”

In Romans 2:11, speaking of the righteous judgment
of God, Paul repeats this point: “For thereis no partiality
with God,” atruth Paul understood from the Old
Testament (Deuteronomy 10:17). To the Galatians, the
apostle makes the spiritual equality of Christians even
more specific: “ There is neither Jew nor Greek, thereis
neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female;
for you are all onein Christ Jesus’ (Galatians 3:28; see
| Corinthians12:13; Colossians3:11).

It is clear that God is not a respecter of persons,
giving everyone an equal opportunity for salvation and
judging all by the same standards. And certainly, we
should want to be like God, respecting every member of
the church as an equal brother or sister in Christ.

English playwright George Bernard Shaw wrote, “We
educate one another, and we cannot do this if half of us
consider the other half not good enough to talk to.” The
church of God is an educational institution, and every
member has a part to play in helping to build up others
asthey prepare for God’ s Kingdom. Eliminating biases
and prejudiceswill go along way toward bringing unity
and growth to God’ s church.

—Dan Elmore
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Praying Always

(continued from page 12)

when Laodiceanism reigns, that we have to overcome
and pray always. Generally, the relationship between
God and the Christian is weak and must be rebuilt,
requiring considerableconversation, prayer, at all times
of the day.

If we observed amarriage in which the husband and
wifeonly mumbled to each other alittlein the morning
and/or a little at night, we would conclude that that
relationship was in trouble. Our God who sees all
knows the same thing when He experiences it.

How does a Christian “pray always’? In one of
Herbert W. Armstrong’ s radio broadcasts on the book
of Hebrews, he says, paraphrased, “Y ou need to bein
contact with God every hour!” | Thessalonians 5:17
instructs, “ Pray without ceasing.” Hebrews13:15 urges
usto offer prayer to God “ continually.” God’ s purpose
for us requires a great deal of contact with Him.

A speaker once reported that he heard Herbert
Armstrong say that he alwaystried to be aware that he
was in God’'s presence and that he was constantly
asking God for help. It isreported that it was common
for him to pray 30 or 40 times a day—short prayers
asking for help with adecision, in counseling aperson,
in preparing an article or sermon, etc.

Notice the advice he gave church members in the
October 1957 Good News:

Y ou must go to a private place, alone with God,
and have long talks with Him—yes, every pay!
Unburden your heart to Him. Take all your prob-
lems, your interests, your plans, your troublesto
Him. Talk over everythingwith Him, continually.
Then, even when going about your work—when
walking down the street—when driving your car,
or wherever you are or whatever you do, talk with
Godasyouwork or asyoudriveorwalk along. Go
to a private place, and kneel in prayer (on both
knees) as often as you can, and at least once
every day. But talk with God often in between.
PrRAY WITHOUT CEASING!

Are we following that good advice? Herbert
Armstrong followed the advice of Jesus Christin Luke
21:36t0“pray always” orto“pray at all times.” Arewe
always praying? It is those who are overcoming and
praying always, at all times of the day and night, that
will be counted worthy to escape the end-timetroubles
and to stand before the Son of Manin God’ sKingdom.

Now that we have established what Christ was
actually saying in Luke 21:36—and why it is impor-
tant—the next question becomes, “How do we apply
thisinformation?’ Thenext articlewill beginto provide
the answer.

—Pat Higgins
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prophecy watch

(continued from page 9)
they will bein painasawomanin childbirth; they
will be amazed at one another; their faceswill be
likeflames.

A similar illustration appearsin |saiah 26:16-18:

Lorb, introublethey havevisited Y ou, they poured
out a prayer when Your chastening was upon
them. Asawoman with childisin pain and cries
out in her pangs, when she draws near the time of
her delivery, so have we been in Your sight, O
Lorp. We have been with child, we have been in
pain; we have, asit were, brought forth wind; we
have not accomplished any deliverance in the
earth, nor havetheinhabitantsof theworld fallen.

Paul also usesthissymbol in| Thessalonians 5:1-3:

But concerning the times and the seasons, breth-
ren, you have no need that | should write to you.
For you yourselvesknow perfectly that the day of
theL ord so comesasathief inthenight. For when
they say, “Peace and safety!” then sudden de-
struction comes upon them, aslabor painsupon a
pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. (see
also Isaiah 66:6-24; Jeremiah 4:31; 13:20-27;
Hosea 13:12-16; Micah 4:9-10.)

Overall, thesymbol isone of anguish, sorrow, inten-
sity, great discomfort, and pain. The prophets contain
scores of examples of God's anger at the sins of His
people. It is with good reason that the prophecies
mention that only a“remnant” will return: Eventhough
the descendants of Jacob will ultimately be saved, the
percentage of the current hundreds of millions of
Israelites and Jews who survive that trouble will prob-
ably be small (see Isaiah 10:20-21).

However, howthisillustrationisappliedisinterest-
ing. When it appliesto God’ senemies, the emphasisis
clearly on the pain, anguish, sorrow, and fear of what
is ahead (Jeremiah 49:20-24). But when it refers to
Israel, asin Jeremiah 30, there is always hope that the
pain will be turned to joy, just as with a physical birth
(Isaiah 66:8-9). It ispainful, but atremendousblessing
is promised to come when it is over (compare Jesus
use of this metaphor in John 16:21).

A hint of thishopeappearsin Jeremiah 30:7: “But he
[Jacob] shall be saved out of it.” The pain and the
anguish will not end in total annihilation. Certainly, a
dear price will be paid in human lives, but the peoples
of Jacob will survive and be blessed—nboth physically
and spiritually, aswe will see.

[To BE CONTINUED]
—David C. Grabbe
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(continued from page 6)
thelatter isinfluenced to submit to what he has|earned.
The one with dead faith remains only informed.

Thus, the person with dead faith may enjoy using his
biblical knowledge to discuss and even to argue for or
against a given concept. However, it remains only
information because the influences to submit and do
something in relation to God are lacking. He cannot
honestly be said to believe, eventhough theinformation
he has may be quite extensive and true. By contrast, the
person with living faith believes and submits, making
active use of the godly information to change hislife.

The person with dead faith hears outwardly; the
person with living faith hears outwardly and inwardly
andyieldsto it, believing it. Thislatter person also has
what the Bible calls“thefaith.” Paul writesin Galatians
5:6that thisfaithworksby or throughlove. What islove?
I John 5:3 declares, “For thisisthe love of God, that we
keep His commandments. And His commandments are
not burdensome.” Love is obedience to God.

Thus, living faith is belief in God that keeps the
commandments. Living faith produces growth. Itisthis
faith that isin view throughout Hebrews 11. In the case
of Abel, the Word of God that he heard is most likely
what God spoke to Adam and Eve. Abel, in turn, heard
it from them and believed it. Cain heard the same words
and was merely informed. What did they hear that
pertains to Hebrews 11:4? Some of thisis recorded in
Genesis3:7-19, 21

Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and
they knew that they were naked; and they sewed
fig leaves together and made themselves cover-
ings. And they heard the sound of the Lorp God
walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and
Adam and his wife hid themselves from the pres-
ence of the Lorp God among the trees of the garden.

ThentheL oro God calledto Adam and saidto him,
“Whereareyou?’ So hesaid, “1 heard Y our voice
in the garden, and | was afraid because | was
naked; and | hid myself.” And He said, “Who told
you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the
treeof which | commanded you that you should not
eat?” Thenthe man said, “ The woman whom Y ou
gave to be with me, she gave me of thetree, and |
ate.” And the Lorp God said to thewoman, “What
is this you have done?’ The woman said, “The
serpent deceived me, and | ate.” So the Lorp God
said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,
you are cursed more than all cattle, and more than
every beast of thefield; onyour belly you shall go,
and you shall eat dust all the days of your life. And
| will put enmity between you and thewoman, and
between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise

your head, and you shall bruise His heel.” To the
woman He said: “I will greatly multiply your
sorrow and your conception; in pain you shall
bring forth children; your desire shall befor your
husband, and he shall rule over you.” Then to
Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the
voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree
of which| commandedyou, saying, ‘ Y ou shall not
eatof it': Cursedisthegroundfor your sake; intoil
you shall eat of it all the days of your life. Both
thornsand thistlesit shall bring forth for you, and
you shall eat the herb of thefield. In the sweat of
your face you shall eat bread till you returnto the
ground, for out of it you were taken; for dust you
are, and to dust you shall return.”

. .. Also for Adam and his wife the Loro God
made tunics of skin, and clothed them.

Here we have the Bible’ sfirst sermon. Thisiswhat
Abel heard, believed, and submitted to. The same
instruction merely informed Cain.

Adam and Eve werethefirst sinnersto stand before
God and be called into account. In thispassage arefour
elements that apply to what Abel believed. The first
elementisthat, inorder for asinner to stand before God,
nakedness must be covered. Nakedness, both spiritual
and physical, has wide usage as a symbol. At its best,
itindicatesinnocence, child-likesimplicity, and vulner-
ability. Atitsworst, itindicateshumiliation, guilt, shame,
and punishment. Adam and Eve were attempting to
hide their humiliation, guilt, and shame when they
grabbed afew fig leaves to provide covering.

Aninteresting spiritual lesson comesin understand-
ing an application of thesymbolismhere. Adamand Eve
threw together as a covering whatever was handy at
the moment. What they choseto cover themselveswith
physically was totally inadequate as a spiritual cover-
ing. God immediately rejected their effort, whichisthe
maininstruction of thisvignette.

A secondary teaching is that many carnal people
today think it doesnot matter what they physically wear
when they come before God at church services. Oh, yes,
it does! These days, people arrive at church to worship
wearing all kinds of casual clothing. In fact, many
churchesinvitethemto do so, advertising themselvesas
“casual”! Sometimes this reflects a matter of igno-
rance; they just do not know any better. At other times,
it reveals a serious matter of disrespect for the primary
covering—Christ’s sacrifice, as we shall see shortly.

Itisgoodtoremember theoverall principleto appear
before God covered with acceptable covering. The
symbolic instruction carries through to both physical
and spiritual applications, and the person who cares
what God thinkswill do hisbest to conformto Him. God

FORERUNNER

17



pe rSO N al The Christian Fight

18

covered Adam and Evewith truly fineclothing. That is
our example.

The second element Genesis 3 reveal stakesusastep
further spiritually in regard to the covering: What hu-
mansdeviseintermsof covering spiritual nakednessis,
in reality, worthless. The third element clarifies this
further: God Himself must supply theonly covering that
isspiritually adequate.

The fourth element is that the only adequate spiritual
coveringisby meansof death. Asinthefirstelement, there
aretwo linesof instruction. Thefirst leadsto the necessity
of thesecond, if lifeistocontinue. Thewagesof sinisdeath
(Romans 6:23). The underlying principle is that we are
alwaysto give of our best to the Master. When we fail,
the death penalty is imposed. This, then, brings forth a
second teaching: In a spiritual sense, the entire human
race sinned in Adam and Eve, who represented all man-
kind at thetime. Since the wages of sin isdeath, and all
have subsequently sinned, all of us must receive that
wage—or another, an innocent One on whom death has
no claim because He never sinned, must substitutefor us.

However, we find it clearly spelled out in Romans
that there must be alink between us and the Substitute.
Thatlink isfaith:

What then shall we say that Abraham our father has
found according to the flesh? For if Abraham was
justified by works, he has something to boast about,
but not before God. For what doesthe Scripture say?
“ Abrahambelieved God, andit wasaccountedto him
for righteousness.” Now to him who works, the
wages are not counted as grace but as debt. . . .

And hereceived thesign of circumcision, aseal of
the righteousness of the faith which he had while
still uncircumcised, that he might be the father of
all those who believe, though they are uncircum-
cised, that righteousness might beimputed tothem
also, and the father of circumcision to those who
not only areof thecircumcision, but who alsowalk
in the steps of the faith which our father Abraham
had while still uncircumcised. . . .

Thereforeitisof faiththat it might beaccording to
grace, so that the promise might be sureto all the
seed, not only to those who are of thelaw, but also
to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is
the father of us all. . . .

Andnotbeingweak infaith, hedid not consider his
own body, already dead (since he was about a
hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah’'s
womb. He did not waver at the promise of God
through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith
giving glory to God. . . .

JuLy 2007

Now it was not written for his sake alone that it
was imputed to him, but also for us. It shall be
imputed to us who believe in Him who raised up
Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was delivered
up because of our offenses, and was raised be-
cause of our justification. Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peacewith God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, throughwhom also we have
access by faith into this grace in which we stand,
and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. (Romans
4:1-4,11-12, 16, 19-20, 23-25; 5:1-2)

Faith in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ isthelink between
us and God’s forgiveness, which provides the accept-
able spiritual covering necessary to be received into
God' s presence and receive the gift of life.

The second aspect of the fourth element also in-
volvesanother death—ours. Inthiscase, itisnotaliteral
death but a spiritual one:

What shall we say then? Shall we continuein sin
that grace may abound? Certainly not! How shall
we who died to sin live any longer in it? . . .
knowing this, that our old man was crucified with
Him, that the body of sin might bedone away with,
that we should no longer be slaves of sin. For he
who has died has been freed from sin. Now if we
died with Christ, we believethat weshall alsolive
with Him. (Romans 6:1-2, 6-8)

Thisdeath is achieved through repentance because one
believes he is a sinner in need of God’s forgiveness,
having broken His law and earned death.

What we have just reviewed must have been taught
to Cainand Abel, probably by Adam. How do we know
this? Because Hebrews 11:4 tells us that Abel offered
by faith, and faith comeshby hearing. Heheardthedivine
words given by God to Adam and Eve, which were
passed to him, and Abel believed. Cain heard the same
words, but did not believe as Abel did.

More proof is recorded following Cain’s rejection.
God saystohiminGenesis4:7, " I1f youdowell, will you
not beaccepted? Andif youdonot dowell, sinliesat the
door. Anditsdesireisfor you, but you should rule over
it.” God clearly indicates a choice between right and
wrong. Good and evil faced Cain and Abel. The one
brother by faith chose what was right in God’s eyes,
whilethe other chosewhat wasright in hisowneyes. In
essence, he chose death.

[To BE CONTINUED]

InChristianlove,
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Is China’s Threat a Mirage?

The People’ s Republic of China has been in the news quite a
lot lately, but notintheway it might wishto bediscussed. While
China’ s economy continues to churn out ten percent increases,
as it expands its influence in areas as far away as Africa and
South America, and asit persistsinstriking abelligerent—even
bellicose—pose against itsrivalsin Asiaand in the Pacific,
many Americans seem to perceive Chinaas little more than a
producer and exporter of dangerous pet-food additives and
|ead-painted toys.

Because the War on Terror and the Afghanistan and Irag
Wars dominate the horizon, few peoplerecall that before 9-11,
the China threat was front and center. Chinese pilots were
playing tag with American assets in the region, even forcing a
U.S. Navy EP-3 Ariesspy planetoland on Chinese soil. Pundits
seriously discussed how soon it would take Chinato leap from
major power to superpower status—especially the moreliberal
talking heads, who worried a great deal about perceived insta-
bility (read “ American dominance”) in a unipolar world. That
kind of talk abruptly ceased with the collapse of theWorld Trade
Center towers.

Most of such talk has stopped, but not all of it. In the nearly
six years since then, China has continued to expand economi-
cally, continuedto arm, continued to flex itsdiplomatic muscles,
and continued to plan and work toward some grandiose aims
(such asfloating abonafide carrier group and putting aman on
the moon). It possesses certain strengths that make American
leaders nervous, such asitsability to damagethe U.S. economy
intermsof both trade and monetary policy. Chinaalso hasNorth
Koreaon aleash, for now, and uses threats concerning Taiwan
to its advantage. Without a doubt, the Chinese dragon still has
teeth and claws.

Butisit really athreat to U.S. power?

If sheistobebelieved, ChineseVice Premier Wu Yi doesnot
think so. While touring some poverty-stricken areas of China
withU.S. Treasury Secretary Henry Paulsonrecently, sheflatly
stated that, because of her nation’ smany internal problems, itis
no threat to anyone, not economically, not politically, and not
militarily—and certainly not to America. Evidently, shewanted
the U.S. government to believe that, though it has the world’s
largest population (1.2 billion people), thethird-1argest economy,
theworld' sthird-ranked military, plenty of nuclear weapons, and
aseat ontheU.N Security Council, Chinashould not beregarded
asarival, by any means.

Could there be something to her nationally self-disparaging
comment? Perhaps. Strategic Forecasting's “Morning Intelli-
gence Brief” of August 2, 2007, reports that, despite China's
present booming condition, cracks in the foundation are
already evident. Chinaisaging, anditisprojectedto”get old
before it gets rich,” saddling the next generation with a
monumental, and probably unsolvable, pension problem. It
has an overabundance of unmarried males due to its socially
devastating One-Child Policy. Perhaps worst of all, the rural
countryside contains 800 million seething peasants, who have
watched their urban, coastal neighbors develop and prosper at
their expense.

Demography, as columnist Mark Steyn preaches, is destiny,
and China’s demography forcasts rough times ahead.

In addition, though the Han Chinese are the majority ethnic
group, China is hardly monoethnic but consists of dozens of
non-Chinese groups, for instance, Zhuang, Mongolians,
Manchu, Koreans, Tibetans, and Uyghur. Being exempt from
the One-Child Policy, ethnic populations are growing at
about seven times the Han population. Most minorities have
integrated into Chinese society, yet many Tibetans, Uyghur,
and perhaps Manchurians, resent Chinese control and could
try to break away. Some of these minorities are strong in areas
far removed from Beijing, which keepsthe central government
on edge.

Regional geography is also a significant factor. Stratfor
points out:

Strategically, Chinaisin abox. Itsland borders.. . . are
comprised of the emptiness of Siberia, the emptiness of
Central Asia, themountainsof the Hindu Kush, the moun-
tainsof the Himalayas, and thejungles (and mountains) of
Southeast Asia. All of thesebordersarejust secureenough
tolimit China’ sability to expand, but not quite so awesome
(with the obvious exception of the Himalayas) as to pro-
vide Chinawith airtight protection.

Geopolitically, China’ ssituationistheworst of both worlds:
The wastes and barriers it must cross deny it the ability to
expand, yet those same wastes and barriers do not protect it
sufficiently from outside pressures. Because it considers itself
vulnerablefrom Russia, South Korea, Japan, Taiwan, Vietnam,
and the Philippines—militarily, economically, or philosophi-
cally—it is more concerned with holding onto what it has than
reaching out for more. Itislikely to beinsular and protective of
its borders for many years.

Finally, Chinamust tread carefully initsdealingswithforeign
powers, and certainly those on whom it reliesin terms of trade.
Its economy is built on good relations with suppliers of natural
resources and buyers of manufactured goods. If either of these
poolsdriesup, the Chinese economy withers. In other words, if
it picksafight with thewrong opponent, it could effectively slit
itsown economic throat. In China, economic troubleinevitably
leadsto social unrest andthelikely possibility of aharsh military
crackdown.

Certainly, the“ Chinathreat” isreal, but at the moment, itis
nowhere near the stature of a superpower showdown. Under
today’ s circumstances, if push cameto shovewiththeU.S.—
and American resolve held—China would likely back down
quickly, especially if the Seventh Fleet made a show of force
inthe South China Sea. However, intandem with other Asian
nations, China would definitely be a force to be reckoned
with. Should Chinaenter amilitary bloc with regional neigh-
bors, the Chinathreat will reach the“alarming” level.

—Richard T. Ritenbaugh
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Ible Study

The Miracles of Jesus Christ

Healing a Leper (Part Two)

His advanced disease had certainly put the leper who approached Jesus Christ in a bad way. His situation seemed
hopeless—until God sent His Son as Healer and Savior. The man, having heard Jesus’ message of hope, and
realizing that this unique, godly Man was nearby, sought out His help. He would not be disappointed. Jesus’

kindly answer to him, “1 will,” showed Hiswillingness to cleanse him quickly. In an instant, the leprosy
disappeared; hewasrestoredto full health (Matthew 8:2-4; Mark 1:40-45; Luke5:12-15).
The humble leper exhibits at least five notable virtues—sincerity, reverence, faithfulness, truthful ness, and wisdom—
that provide insight into how we should approach Christ for healing. We will consider each of thesein turn.

1. How does the leper show sincerity?

CommEenT: Thethreeaccountstell usthat aleper “ cameand
worshipped Him” (Matthew 8:2), “imploring Him, kneeling
downtoHim” (Mark 1:40), and“fell on hisfaceandimplored
Him” (Luke 5:12). That the leper “came” and “implored”
showshissincerity in seeking and pleading with Christ. He
earnestly determined to reach Him, despite the obstacl e of
the crowd and the spectacle of his horrid disease. Coming
before Christ was the great challenge of hislife, so he did
what was necessary to overcome his disadvantages.

“Implored” suggeststheleper’ ssincerity in pleading with
Him, implying that he pled earnestly, desperate for areso-
lution to his condition. Sadly, few of us can see the true
devastation that sin has caused in our lives and how much
we need spiritual healing.

2. How doesthe |l eper exemplify reverence?

ComMENT: All three Gospel srecord theleper’ sreverencefor
Christ, though each reports it a bit differently: Matthew
saysthat theleper “worshipped Him” (Matthew 8:2); Mark,
that hecame* kneelingdowntoHim” (Mark 1:40); and L uke,
that he “fell on his face” (Luke 5:12) before Him. Each
account describes him bowing down before Him—even
Matthew’s worshipped means “prostrated before.” The
leper’ s humble approach conspicuously honored Him, for,
unlike many today, the leper did not hide his respect for
Christ out of fear of other’s opinions.

In contrast, the arrogant will not gain His favor. This
society dishonors Christ at every turn with its repeated
profanity, its banning of God from public venues, and its
rejection of truth and acceptance of the flawed reasonings
of men. Such dishonoring of Christ is bringing on our
nations an avalanche of curses rather than blessings, and
it will not stop until the people repent.

3. How does the leper demonstrate faithfulness?

ComMmENT: Theleper says, “Lord, if Youarewilling, You can
make me clean” (Matthew 8:2), indicating confidence and
trust in Christ. Truefaith alwayshonorsboth Christ’ spower
and person. Never doubting His power to heal, the leper
submits himself to Hiswill. Some prayers we know God will
answer positively, as when we ask in faith for forgiveness.
However, when we ask for healing or other physical needs,
we must faithfully respect God’ sdecision, whatever it may
be. By faith, we must acknowledge His superior wisdom in

granting our request or not. Theleper, inhishumility andfaith,
would never demand God'’s healing, as though God owed
him. It is not our right to be healed, and truly, we deserve
death as the penalty for our sins (Romans 6:23). Y et, God
heals us according to His mercy and will. A faithful person
realizesthat reverence should not stop him from asking God
for blessings, but he submitsto the wise will of God.

4. How does the leper manifest truthfulness?

ComMENT: The leper does not downplay his condition,
making it sound less offensive or seriousthanit was. Heis
truthful about his case, confessing his uncleanness, as the
Bibleconsidersleprosy (Leviticus13:45). I nterestingly, the
leper asks to be cleansed, not to be healed. Of course, the
cleansing is a healing, but “cleansing” is the more proper
term. Christ makes the distinction between cleansing and
healing when commissioning the apostles: “Heal the sick,
cleansethelepers’ (Matthew 10:8).

Thefilthiness of sin can be removed only by the cleansing
blood of Christ (I John 1:7). Isaiah writes, “We are al asan
unclean thing” (Isaiah 64:6), and David, recognizing that his
immorality and murder had polluted him, prays, “ Createinme
acleanheart, O God” (Psalm 51:10). Weall must be cleansed
of sin. Even so, until we are truthful about our sinfulness,
shown in sincere repentance, we will not be cleansed.

5. How doesthe leper exhibit wisdom?

CommEeNT: Mark 1:40refersto Christ six times: “Now aleper
came to Him, imploring Him, kneeling down to Him and
sayingtoHim, ‘If Youarewilling, Y oucanmakemeclean.’”
Theleper wisely chosetheright Persontogotofor help, for
Christ wastheonly Onewho could cleansehim. Proverbs1:5
says, “ A wisemanwill hear andincreaselearning,” and the
leper, hearing what Jesustaught and | earning what He could
do, made awise choice.

Similarly, Christistheonly Onewho can cleanseusfrom
sinand lead usto salvation. Peter saysin Acts4:12, “Nor is
theresalvationinany other, for thereisno other nameunder
heaven given among men by whichwe must be saved.” Paul
writes, “For no other foundation can anyone lay than that
whichislaid, whichisJesusChrist” (I Corinthians3:11). If
anyone comes to Christ for salvation, heis acting wisely.
Seeking it from anyone or anything elseisfoolish because
no one else can truly deliver us.

—Martin G. Collins




