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pe FSO N al from John W. Ritenbaugh

The

Christian Fight

Part One

The previous article, covering Christianity’s re-
guirement to seek God, explained that, once bap-
tized, the Christian has a serious and continuous
fight on hishandsagainst theworld, theflesh, and
the Devil. Each of these opponents represents a
formidable obstacle to true spiritual growth and
overcoming. If personified, they would be strong
and crafty enemies determined to bar usfrom the
Kingdom of God by either derailing or stopping
entirely any growthin our relationship with God.

The most formidable and ever-present ob-
stacle hindering progresstoward the Kingdom of
God is the flesh—human nature—that remains
following baptism. It is the major component of
the cross we must bear while following Christ
(Matthew 16:24; Luke 9:23). InRomans8:7, Paul
plainly states, “ The carnal mindisenmity against
God, for it is not subject to the law of God, nor
indeed can be.” It isalwayswith us, yet we must
fight it to overcomeits constant drag on progress
toward conforming to the image of Jesus Christ.

Paul describes in vivid terms the attitude in
which we must fight it. He tells us that the flesh
must be “crucified” and “put to death.” Our

attitude isto belikethat of asoldier under orders
to take no prisoners.

Did not God order the Israelitesto do similarly
when invading the Promised Land? They wereto
ridit completely of itsoriginal inhabitants, acom-
mand that they, of course, did not obey. Just as
God predicted, asthe I sraelites became comfort-
ableliving among theland’ soriginal inhabitants,
they became attracted to their gods and practices,
snares that drew them into sin.

Wewill examinelsrael’ sresponsibility to God
as the people left Mount Sinai after agreeing to
the Old Covenant and subsequent happenings as
they proceeded through the wilderness. Their
patternsand examplessupport theideathat God’s
way of lifeunder the New Covenant involvesthe
struggles of which Paul wrote.

Examples, Good and Bad

Israel’s example under the Old Covenant con-
tains vivid and sober instruction for us, yet we
must begin in the New Testament with Romans
15:3-4:

FORERUNNER
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p e FSO N al The Christian Fight

For even Christ did not please Himself; but asit is
written, ‘ The reproaches of those who reproached
You fell on Me.” For whatever things were written
beforewerewritten for our learning, that wethrough
the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might
have hope.

Israel’s experiences in the wilderness are primary ex-
amplesfor our learning.

Jesus says, “| always do those things that please Him”
(John 8:29). Hedid not please Himself by serving Himsel f
but by serving His Father and others. Certainly, Israel did
not do this, yet thisiswhat a Christian soldier must do. A
soldier in an army faithfully serves to “please him who
enlisted him” in the cause (I1 Timothy 2:4).

Paul often drew on Old Testament examples:

Now thesethingsbecame our examples, to theintent
that we should not lust after evil things as they also
lusted. ... Now all these things happened to them
as examples, and they were written for our admo-
nition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.
(I Corinthians 10:6, 11)

The Old Testament contains many patterns, examples,
and types that instruct us about how human nature acts
and reacts, as well as how God acts and reacts. In the
New Testament, however, Jesus Christ's example is
aboveall. Hewascompletely innocent, yet He sufferedin
His fight more than any of us ever will. Strangely,
spiritual innocencelike Christ’ sonly intensifies perse-
cution, which isonetheater of the Christian’ swarfare.
However, we must expect it, for aswe grow, the tests of
faithfulness become more difficult. Suffering is part of a
soldier’slot (Il Timothy 2:3), and for a Christian soldier,
it occurs mainly because of the sacrifices involved in
obeying God.

We know that, as awhole, the Israelites did not have
God'’ s Spirit, thus they were denied the enablement that
we possess to achieve what God requires. But the Old
Testament history God has preserved provides us with
clear instruction on human nature’s proclivities, so we
should be better prepared for what it throws at us.

Paul charges Timothy and thusus, “ Fight the good fight
of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also
called and have confessed the good confession in the
presence of many witnesses” (I Timothy 6:12). “ Fight the
good fight of faith” and “lay hold on eternal life” are
strong admonitions. Wemust seize our opportunity while
itisnear.

Wemust dolikewiseinfollowing God’ sinstructionon
the Christian fight and begin by avoiding Israel’s sad
example.

God saysin Exodus 23:20-23:
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Behold, | send an Angel beforeyoutokeepyouinthe
way and to bring you into the place which | have
prepared. Beware of Him and obey Hisvoice; do not
provokeHim, for Hewill not pardon your transgres-
sions; for My nameisinHim. Butif youindeed obey
His voice and do all that | speak, then | will be an
enemy to your enemies and an adversary to your
adversaries. For My Angel will go before you and
bring you into the Amorites and the Hittitesand the
Perizzites and the Canaanites and the Hivites and
the Jebusites; and | will cut them off.

These are the original instructions given to the I sraelites
asthey prepared to leave Mount Sinai. They beginwith a
promise of guidance, awarning to obey, and an assurance
that He will cut off their enemiesin the land.

V erses24-26 provide specificinstructionregarding the
most important of all sins—idolatry—and includes four
clear promises as enticement to obedience:

Y ou shall not bow down to their gods, nor serve
them, nor do according to their works; but you shall
utterly overthrow them and compl etely break down
their sacred pillars. So you shall serve the Lorp
your God, and He will bless your bread and your
water. And | will take sickness away from the midst
of you. No one shall suffer miscarriage or be barren
inyour land; | will fulfill the number of your days.

Verses 27-31 continue the promises:

I will send My fear beforeyou, | will cause confusion
among all the people to whom you come, and will
make all your enemies turn their backs to you. |
will send hornetsbefore you, which shall drive out
the Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Hittite from
before you. | will not drive them out from before
you in one year, lest the land become desol ate and
the beasts of the field become too numerous for
you. Little by little I will drive them out from
before you, until you have increased, and you
inherit theland. And | will set your boundsfromthe
Red Sea to the Sea of the Philistines, and from the
desert to the River. For | will deliver theinhabitants
of the land into your hand, and you shall drive them
out before you.

Theseoutstanding promisestell them how Hewill work
to enable them to take over the land. He shows that
progresswill beincremental for practical reasons, that is,
lest they get into a circumstance greater than they can
handle. After giving them a general picture of how large
their inheritance will be, He finisheswith asecond warn-
ing against idolatry (verses 32-33).



Without a Fight?

After reading this, some carelessly assume that, if Israel
had just obeyed God, they would have taken over the
Promised Land without having to confront the people
already there. Thisismost assuredly untrue. The blessings
and cursingsestablish abiblical principlefor God’ s people:

If you walk in My statutes and keep My command-
ments, and perform them, then | will giveyourainin
its season, the land shall yield its produce, and the
trees of the field shall yield their fruit. . . . Butif you
do not obey Me, and do not observe all these com-
mandments, and if you despise My statutes, or if your
soul abhorsMy judgments, so that you do not perform
all My commandments, but break My covenant, |
will also do thistoyou. . .. (Leviticus 26:3-4, 14-16)

In a similar way, the promises of Exodus 23 are
conditional. The bestowal of blessings depends upon
obedienceto the covenant. In covenantal matterslikethis
with God, a Christian must expect reciprocity.

Noticethis principle spoken by the prophet Azariahin
Il Chronicles 15:2: “The Lorp iswith you while you are
with Him. If you seek Him, He will be found by you; but
if you forsake Him, Hewill forsake you.” Will God bless
rebellion by His people? Absolutely not! He answers
rebellion by removing Hisprotection.

Consider: Does God make growth and overcoming
easy for us, even though He promises salvation? Are
there no battles to fight while overcoming? If God com-
pletely smoothed the way for us, what would we have to
overcome? If He smoothed our way, how would He test
our loyalty? Would we be prepared for His Kingdom? Of
course, Hedoes not makeit easy for us. Each of our paths
is designed and tempered to test us on the level of our
natural abilitiesand gifts(l Corinthians10:13). Therefore,
each Christian’s way will be difficult; each will have to
fight many battles at his or her level.

If God completely smoothed theway, it would create a
Sunday-walk-in-the-park scenario, eliminating the possi-
bility of God’ slaw beingwritteninour hearts. When other
biblical informationisadded to God’' spromisein Exodus
23, we see that what He guarantees is that He will drive
out the people of the land, making it far easier for the
Israelites than if He were not involved at al. God is
comparing situationswith and without Hisintervention.

In the analogy, the people of the land are symbolic of
human nature, which cannot be made subject to God and
Hislaw, accordingto Romans8:7. Like human nature, the
people of the land could not be driven out without God’ s
help. We can concludethat | srael would have beentotally
unableto accomplish evenwhat they did had not God been
with them.

How can we know that Exodus 23 is not an outright
promise that Israel would not have go to war at some point
in the conquest of the land? Seeing several scriptures to-
gether will makethisclear. First, notice Deuteronomy 8:1-3:

Every commandment which I command you today
youmust be careful to observe, that you may liveand
multiply, and goinand possesstheland of which the
L orp sworetoyour fathers. Andyou shall remember
that the Lorp your God led you all theway theseforty
yearsin the wilderness, to humble you and test you,
to know what wasin your heart, whether you would
keep Hiscommandmentsor not. SoHehumbledyou,
allowed you to hunger, and fed you with manna
which you did not know nor did your fathers know,
that He might make you know that man shall not live
by bread alone; but man lives by every word that
proceeds from the mouth of the Lorp.

Clearly, God tests us to see where we stand, revealing
to us at the same time where our weaknesses lie. Our
standing must bereveal ed to both God and usbecause His
work in us is a cooperative effort with us. Tests are not
normally easy; tests are often clarifying experiences,
exposing our strengths and weaknesses. They are de-
signed to reveal spiritual and moral progress or lack
thereof, andin so doing should motivate growthin areas of
weakness and produce confidence in areas of strength.

We can now add | Corinthians 10:11-13 to our under-
standing:

Now all these things happened to them as exampl es,
and they were written for our admonition, upon
whom the ends of the ages have come. Thereforelet
him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. No
temptation has overtaken you except such as is
common to man; but God is faithful, who will not
allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able,
but with the temptation will also make the way of
escape, that you may be able to bear it.

An admonition is an instructive warning. It is not a
“chewing-out” but a sobering, thought-provoking prod.
Overall, Paul is encouraging us that God is carefully
monitoring the tests we experience so that we do not get
in over our heads. The sanctification process requiresour
cooperation with God, and He does not want to lose us
through extreme discouragement.

Though He manages the operations of His creative pro-
cess, Hiswork definitel y doesnot eliminateour invol vement.
Knowing that God carefully monitors each of ushelpsusto
understand why the Bible cautions usto be careful in how
we evaluate each other. God knows, but we certainly do
not know all the factorsworking in other Christians' tests.

FORERUNNER

5



6

p e FSO N al The Christian Fight

In Exodus 23:22-31, God makes six promises and
gives one command to the Israelites regarding their
conquest of the Promised Land:

1. I will be an enemy to your enemies and an
adversary to your adversaries.

2. | will cut them off.

3. I will send My fear before you, | will cause
confusion among all the people to whom you
come, andwill makeall your enemiesturntheir
backs to you.

4. 1 will send hornets before you.

5. Littleby littlel will drivethem out from before
you.

6.1 will deliver theinhabitantsof thelandintoyour
hand.

Hisonecommand, inverse3l,is,“Youshall drivethem
out before you.”

Consider what these seven statements reveal. The
entire context suggestsconfrontation between God and
the people of the land. However, the command, “Y ou
shall drivethem out beforeyou,” should give us pause.
Thereismoreto thisthan afirst glance might indicate.
The easy assumption that God would remove every
impediment upon Israel’ s entrance into the Promised
Land proves false; that is not how it worked out in
history. In addition, the Israelites knew for a certainty
that they would have to face the people of theland in
multipleconfrontations.

In addition, they had already experienced a strong
indicator of God’'s will for them regarding warfare
when He permitted the Amal ekitesto attack the rear of
Israel’ s column (see Exodus 17:8-13). That clash was
only thefirst of an intense spate of battlesinwhich the
outcome hung in the balance on occasion. They knew
that further warfare was a strong possibility.

Exodus 23:32 adds another factor that strongly hints
that God would not simply drive the inhabitants from
Canaan: “Y ou shall make no covenant with them, nor
with their gods.” If He were going to drive the
Canaanites completely out of the land before the I sra-
elites, why would He need to makethiswarning? There
would have been no people to make a covenant with!

Exodus 34:11-12, 15 repeats this command even
moreforcefully:

Observe what | command you thisday. Behold, |
am driving out from before you the Amorite and
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the Canaaniteand the Hittiteand the Perizziteand
theHiviteandthe Jebusite. Take heed toyourself,
lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of
theland whereyou are going, lest it beasnarein
your midst. . . . [L]est you make a covenant with
the inhabitants of the land, and they play the harlot
with their godsand makesacrificetotheir gods, and
oneof theminvitesyou and you eat of hissacrifice.

If we take Exodus 23 and 34 at face value, the Israelites
would have no opportunity to make a covenant with the
people of the land because they would never encounter
them to be tempted to make a covenant with them.

If the lsraelitescameinto theland and began tearing
down altars, would the people of the land have just
stood around and let their revered high places be
destroyed without resistance? No way! We can com-
pare this to the confrontations many of us faced when
we came to believe God, causing us to stop observing
Christmas, Easter, Halloween, and Sunday worship
and to begin keeping the Sabbath and God’ s holy days
instead. Did our families, friends, and employers give
us no resistance to these changes, which severely
disturbed theserel ationships? Did they not defend their
lifelong practices?

Because they would have close contact with the
land’ sinhabitants, the I sraelites had a choice to make:
They could either compromise with the inhabitants
regarding their cultures or follow God's commands.
The latter choice entailed doing things like destroying
altars, which would produce intense confrontations—
warfare. The evidence indicates that the Israelites
expected that they would have to go to war.

Confrontation and Fear at the Border

Numbers 13:26-33 sets the stage for Israel’s initial,
aborted entranceinto theland. Thisepisode occurstwo
years after Israel left Egypt and less than one year
after they began their pilgrimage from Mount Sinai.

Now [the spies] departed and came back to Moses
and Aaronandall thecongregation of thechildren of
Israel in the Wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh; they
brought back word to them and to all the congrega-
tion, and showed themthefruit of theland. Thenthey
told him, and said: “We went to the land where you
sent us. It truly flowswith milk and honey, and this
isitsfruit. Neverthel essthe peoplewho dwell inthe
land are strong; the cities are fortified and very
large; moreover we saw the descendants of Anak
there. The Amalekitesdwell intheland of the South;
the Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amoritesdwell in
(continued on page 12)
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ALL ABOUT EDOM

PART FIVE: OBADIAH AND GOD’S JUDGMENT

Between Obadiah 11 and 14, atotal of four verses,
the phrase “in the day” or “on the day” occurs ten
times. It actsasakind of refraininthe prophet’ ssong
of lamentation over the nation of Edom. It repeti-
tiously reminds the reader or listener of a specific
time when the Edomites’ iniquity came to a head,
sealing their fate.

It is also a prophetic clue. The phrase functions
like aseriesof huge billboards, each oneilluminated
by glaring spotlights, but rather than displaying suc-
cessive lines of a ditty, like the old Burma Shave
signs, these all repeat the same phrase: “inthe day”!
In these verses, God is essentially shouting at us as
through aloudspeaker, “ Thisoccurs‘intheday’! ‘In
the day’ is when this happens!”

Earlier, in verse 8, God had introduced the time
setting with the phrase “in that day.” Herefersto the
time when Edom’s allies betray the descendants of
Esau and lay a cunning snare for them, one they fail
to perceive until far too late. God informs them
through the prophecy that He had had a hand in
destroying Edom’s wise men, who, had they been
present, may have been able to discern the trap
before it had been sprung.

However, thetiming inverse8isvague, having
little supporting detail to fix it in history. Subse-
quent verses reiterate the fact that God has one

particular time in mind, to which He adds detail,
alerting us to the fact that this day is not Edom’s
day, but his brother Jacob’s day (verse 12). In
addition, itisatimeof distress, calamity, captivity,
and destruction.

Inverse 15, though, God tellsusplainly, “ For the
day of the Lorp upon all the nationsisnear.” He has
inmindaparticular period of Hisgreat plan, atime
when the various threads of human history, reli-
gion, culture, and thought terminate in confusion
and rebellion against God, and He Himself takes
center-stageto resolve the Satanic mess. Though the
Edomites have gloated over Israel’ s misfortune on
other days in the past, it will recur most egre-
giously in this time of the end, causing God to
decree, “Asyou have done, it shall be donetoyou.
... No survivor shall remain of the house of Esau”
(verses 15, 18).

A DAY OF CALAMITY

Obadiah 10 had named the Edomites’ great sin:
“violence against your brother Jacob.” The four
subsequent verses tick off a number of illustrations
of theEdomites' violencetoward Israel, providingan
expanded description of their transgression. Obadiah
writes:

FORERUNNER
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Intheday that you stood onthe other side—intheday
that strangers carried captive his forces, when for-
eigners entered his gates and cast lots for Jerusa-
lem—even you were as one of them. But you
should not have gazed on the day of your brother,
in the day of his captivity; nor should you have
rejoiced over the children of Judah in the day of
their destruction; nor should you have spoken
proudly intheday of distress. Y ou should not have
entered the gate of My people in the day of their
calamity. Indeed, you should not have gazed on
their afflictionin the day of their calamity, nor laid
hands on their substanceintheday of their calam-
ity. You should not have stood at the crossroads to
cut off those among them who escaped; nor should
you have delivered up those among them who re-
mained in the day of distress. (Obadiah 11-14)

The prophet’s first example, the only one requiring
explanation, is that they “stood on the other side.” This
Hebraism indicates they “stood aloof,” a description of
their haughtiness. God is emphasizing their attitude here.
Literally, the phrase reads, “ stood from in front of them,”
aroundabout way of saying that the Edomites considered
themselves too good to stand with them. In other words,
because of their pride, they stood off to the side or in front
of them, effectively separating themselves from their
brother.

Their actionreflected their hearts, saying, ineffect, “Do
not confuse uswith them!” It indicates an attitude of great
superiority, of haughty prideand separation. Thus, instead
of standingwithlsrael in her defense, they stood asideand
let the enemy do what it would. Edom did not behave asa
brother nation should have. Even had the Edomites not
been directly engaged in the hostilities against I srael, this
act alone reveals that their loyalties were solidly with
Israel’s enemy.

The New King James Version poorly translates verses
12-14, rendering them in the past tense, when the Hebrew
text relatesthisstory in thefuturetense. Thedifferencein
tensetransformsacastigating historical narrativeinto a
more appropriate and stern warning against future
activity:

But do not gloat over the day of your brother in the
day of hismisfortune; do not rejoice over the people
of Judah in the day of their ruin; do not boast in the
day of distress. Do not enter the gate of My people
in the day of their calamity; do not gloat over his
disaster in the day of his calamity; do not loot his
wealth in the day of his calamity. Do not stand at
the crossroadsto cut off hisfugitives; do not hand
over his survivors in the day of distress. (English
Standard Version)
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Specifically, what is the day of Israel’s calamity? Jer-
emiah 30:5-7 providesthe answer:

For thus says the Lorb: “We have heard a voice of
trembling, of fear, and not of peace. Ask now, and
see, whether amanisever inlabor with child? Sowhy
do | see every man with hishandson hisloinslike a
woman in labor, and all facesturned pale? Alas! For
that day isgreat, sothat noneislikeit; anditisthetime
of Jacob’s trouble, but he shall be saved out of it.”

Jesus al so spoke about thisdistressing day in His Olivet
Prophecy:

For thentherewill begreat tribulation, such ashasnot
been since the beginning of the world until thistime,
no, nor ever shall be. And unless those days were
shortened, no fleshwould be saved; but for theelect’s
sakethose dayswill be shortened. (Matthew 24:21-22)

“Thetime of Jacob’ strouble,” more commonly known
as“the Great Tribulation,” isaperiod of intense hardship
and war for the peopleof Israel. Itisgenerally thought that
it will last three and a half years (Daniel 7:25; 12.7 ;
Revelation 11:2; 12:14; 13:5), until Jesus Christ returnsin
power to defeat the Beast and his armies and to rule all
nations (Revelation 19:11-21). According to Jesus’ de-
scription, it is atime of global holocaust; if God did not
intervene, all life on earth would cease!

Thewarningsin Obadiah 12-14 are directed toward the
Edomites alive when that day arrives, perhaps not very
long from now. We may have seen a precursor of the
fulfillment of thisprophecy, when, on and after September
11, 2001, television news programs broadcast images of
Palestinians gloating and dancing in the streets in the
West Bank, giving out candy, and shrieking in giddy
celebration. Such a scene is likely to happen again
when the Great Tribulation fully comesupon the nations
of lsrael.

At that time, the people of Edom may not have a great
deal of power over the nations of Israel, and the proph-
eciesdo not indicatethat they will. Today, their strength
islimitedto suicidal terrorist attacks, but they still have
the ability to mock, to pillage, and to take advantage of
any sign of weakness. God saysin Obadiah 6-9 that He
will removetheir wealth, their wisdom, and their cour-
age, but they will still be able to gloat when they see
Israel fall.

A DAY OF WRATH

The theme of the next section, Obadiah 15-16 appears in
Jeremiah 25:28: “And it shall be, if they refuse to take the
cup from your hand to drink, then you shall say to them,



‘ThussaystheL orp of hosts: “Y ou shall certainly drink!”’”
Edom, God proclaims, shall certainly drink of the wine of
His wrath.

Upon the heels of the Great Tribulation comes the Day
of the Lord, as Obadiah declaresin verse 15. It isatime
of reckoning, or as the prophet phrases it, “As you have
done, it shall be doneto you.” Thisisabiblical law. The
Romanscalleditlextalionis, meaning “law of retaliation”
or “law of just retribution.” Inbiblical terms, weknow it as
the“eyefor aneye” principle(Exodus21:23-25; L eviticus
24:19-20; Matthew 5:38). Jesus says that whatever we
measure out to others will be measured back to us (Luke
6:38). Paul writes of it as, “Whatever a man sows, that he
will also reap” (Il Corinthians 9:6; Galatians 6:7-8). God
saysthat thisishow Hewill judge Edomin the Day of His
wrath: “Y our reprisal shall return upon your own head.”

He continues in Obadiah 16: “For as you drank on my
holy mountain, so shall all thenationsdrink continually; yes,
they shall drink, and swallow, and they shall be asthough
they had never been.” This last part can be better trans-
lated, “Yes, they [Edom and its confederates] shall drink
and drink and drink until they drink themselvesright out of
existence.” What adirethreat! God essentially tellsthem
that, though they may gloat at first, Hewill deal with them
in His day of vengeance and wipe them from the face of
the earth! God does not take these things lightly.

Edom may have drunk on God'’ s holy mountain numer-
ous times. Edomites likely drank in feasting and gloating
over Israel when Babylon and later Rome captured and
destroyed Jerusalem. Perhapsthey thought that the land of
Canaan wouldfinally betheir inheritance. It could also be
descriptive of the present status of the Temple Mount,
currently held by the Palestinians, who have strict rules
against the Jews' use of the Temple area. In effect, they
gloat over their ability to forbid Jews from entering and
praying there, yet it is truly not theirs to regulate. God’'s
retaliation will be harsh.

ISRAEL’S COMPLETE TRIUMPH
The theme for the next section isfound in Malachi 1:2-3:

“l haveloved you,” saysthe Lorp. “Yet you say, ‘In
what way have Y ou loved us? Wasnot Esau Jacob’s
brother? “ says the Lorp. “Yet Jacob | have loved,;
but Esau | have hated, and laid waste his mountains
and his heritage for the jackals of the wilderness.”

God’'s choice is supreme. He made His sovereign
choice of Jacob over Esau before either had done any-
thing. They may have struggled inthewomb, but He made
His choice prior to them developing any character. He
chose Jacob, and that is the end of the matter.

Obadiah writesin verse 17, “But on Mount Zion there

shall bedeliverance, and there shall be holiness; the house
of Jacob shall possess their possessions.” This verse
introducesan interesting distinction: “On Mount Zion [is]
deliverance,” but the end of verse 18 says, “No survivor
shall remain of the house of Esau.” The destinies of these
two peoplesaretotal opposites. Whereas God | oves Jacob
and allowsaremnant to surviveintotheMillennium, noone
survives of Esau.

Thereisno way to know how absolute this pronounce-
ment may be. Will there be, perhaps, some few Edomite
survivors counted among those who are converted—who
become part of spiritual Israel, in effect? Perhaps, but
certainly all the proud and gloating of Edom will be
completely annihilated.

Verse 18 tells us, “The house of Jacob shall be afire,
and the house of Joseph aflame.” “ The house of Jacob”
may refer particularly to Judah, and “ the house of Joseph”
would then refer to the rest of the nations of Israel, led by
the Joseph tribes, Ephraim and Manasseh. In any case, it
indicates the entirety of Israel. Zechariah 12:6 contains
similar language, in which the governors of Judah will be
“like afirepan in the woodpile” and “shall devour all the
surrounding peoples.” Edomwill be one of these devoured
nations.

Obadiah 19-20 simply relatesthat I sraeliteswill return
and inhabit the original inheritance that God promised
them. Thisis perhaps the most difficult part of the entire
book to understand. Expertsin Hebrew say that wordsthat
they would expect to bein thetext are missing, so they do
not know exactly how the phrases are supposed to fit
together. Nevertheless, it is clear that Israel will resettle
the whole Promised Land that God originally gave them.

Obadiah 21 is the triumphant conclusion of this short
prophecy: “Then saviorsshall cometo Mount Ziontojudge
the mountains of Esau; and the kingdom shall be the
Lorp’s.” The book began with God saying that He is the
prime mover of world events, and it endswith, “ God rules
al things!” As the Psalms often declare, “The Lorp
reigns!” (see Psalm 93:1; 96:10; 97:1; 99:1).

Herbert Armstrong, in Mystery of the Ages (pages
239-241), explainsthe* saviors’ to beglorified membersof
God's church. He calls them “co-saviors with Christ.”
Thisinterpretationiscertainly apossibility. Weshould not,
however, understand this to mean that born-again Chris-
tianswill inany way providefor spiritual salvation asJesus
Christ did through His sacrificial death by crucifixion.
Instead, it appears that these saviors rescue or deliver
people; they help them not only to survive but to thrive
under God'srule.

Obadiah 21 parallels a prophecy of the Millennium in
Isaiah 30:21: “Your ears shall hear a word behind you
saying, ‘Thisistheway, walk init,” whenever you turnto
the right hand or whenever you turn to the left.” These

(continued on page 14)
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My Parents Won't

Growingupinareligionthatisdiffer-
ent—some might say downright unor-
thodox—canbevery difficult for young
peoplebecausethey do not want to be
recognized as being different from
others. Teenagers hate seeming odd,
to say the least.

One of the doctrines and practices
that sets us apart is the Sabbath.
Many of our young people, especially
thosewho attend public schools, have
friends that are not associated with
the church. Or perhaps they have
“worldly” friends in their neighbor-
hoods. There probably have been
times when these friends wanted our
teens to do things with them, such as
goingto parties, movies, ballgames, or
malls on the Sabbath.

Usually, uponreceiving suchinvi-
tations, our young peoplelook down-
cast and reply, “1I’d love to, but my
parents won’'t let me.” And thisis a
right response because parentsin the
church do not want their children to
do these things on the Sabbath, and
their children know it.

But there is coming atime, young
people, when you will no longer be
able to say, “My parents won't let
me.”

A Championship on the Line

The following is a true story about a
young manwho grew upinthechurch.
Like most church teens, he was not
allowed to do certain things on the
Sabbath. He was a very good friend
of mine back when we attended the
Worldwide Church of Godin Colum-
bia, South Carolina.

He was quite young when God
called his parents into the church.

2007

Being afriendly, outgoing person, he
had a good number of friends in the
small town helived in and the school
he attended there.

He was also atalented athlete. In
high school, his parents would not
allow himto play football, but they did
let him play on the high school base-
ball team. There was little conflict
with the Sabbath because games dur-
ing theregular season were played on
Tuesday and Thursday nights.

But during hissenior year they had
awinning season, and they made the
playoffs. Beforethem wasthe chance
to play for the lower-state champion-
ship, but they had to win one more
playoff game in order to move on.
And asthesethings go, the game was
scheduled for a Friday night.

Now our young churchgoer was
one of the best players on the team,
and everyone, including the coaches,
wanted him to play in this game, al-
though they knew he had never been
allowed to participate in any Friday
night sportsactivitiesbefore. So, some
of histeammatescametohimandtold
him, “Y ou’vegot toplay inthisgame
Friday night! Weneed youin order to
win! Godwill understand, and besides
that, what’ ssowrong withit? Surely,
your parentswill let you play because
it's so important that we win this
game!”

He replied, “I'd love to, but my
parents won't let me!” They begged
and pleaded, but he insisted his par-
ents would never let him play in a
ballgame on the Sabbath.

Unbeknownst to him, they decided
that they would talk to his parents.
Growing up in a small town, they
knew his parentswell. So they spoke

tohisfather, begginghimtolet hisson
play in this one game. Losing meant
the end of a good season, and for the
seniors, their last opportunity to play
for thechampionship. Winning meant
moving to the lower-state champion-
ship playoffs.

After listening to them for awhile,
the father finally replied, “Boys, it's
not my decision to make. My son is
old enough to decide for himself.”

Well, one can imagine just how
excited they were, thinking that now
their friend could play. Did he not say
hewouldloveto, but hisparentswould
not let him? They went back and told
the team, including the coaches, that
hisparentswerelettinghimplay inthe
game on Friday night.

When they found the young man,
they jumped up and down, screaming,
“You can play! You can play!”

Hesaid, “Youknow | can’'t play! |
told you, my parentswon’t let me.”

But they said, “We know, but we
talked to your father, and he said it
was up to you, so now you can play!”
He thought they were just kidding
withhim, sothey said, “No, we'renot
kidding! Go ask your father.” So he
did.

Hisfather told him, “ Son, you' reold
enough to make your own decisions
now. You're going to have to choose
for yourself whether you're going to
obey God or not. The choiceisyours.”

Deciding for Himself

Later, hetold methat at that moment
he felt as if the weight of the whole
world had fallen on hisshoulders. He
now had to make this decision on his
own. He could no longer dodge the



Let Me!

issue and say, “My parentswon’t let
me.” Hehad to takeresponsibility for
what he believed.

He called his teammates and
coaches together and told them he
would not be playing in that game
Friday night. He made sure they un-
derstood that it was hisdecision not to
play on the Sabbath, not his parents’
decision.

Each young person in the church
will one day reach atime when he or
she can no longer say, “My parents
won't let me.” What will our young
people decide? There will be times
when things will seem to be right in
their eyes, and they might think,
“What’s so wrong with doing this?’
Therewill betimeswhenthey will just
not understand why God commands
His people to do certain things.

Kevin Trudeau, author of Natural
Cures “They” Don't Want You to
Know About, isnot affiliated with any
of the churches of God. He does not
even mention God in his book at all.
However, he mentions something
about the Sabbath, of all things, al-
though he does not specifically call it
“the Sabbath.” In the chapter, “How
to Never Get Sick Again,” under the
heading, “Y ou Must Reduce Stress,”
he writes, “Rest from Friday sun-
downto Saturday sundown.” Then he
gives us a reason why: “Each week
the moon cycles are in position to
promote healing and rejuvenation in
the body. Resting during this time
promotesthe optimal rejuvenation of
your cells.”

Perhapsheisonto something. God
certainly established the seven-day
week at Creation and set an example
of Sabbath-keeping for us by resting

on the seventh day (Genesis 2:1-3).
Setting this twenty-four hours apart
each week will certainly benefit us
physically, mentally, andemationally,
if only by reducing our stress! Jesus
tellsusin Mark 2:27, “The Sabbath
was made for man, and not man for
the Sabbath.” Everything God com-
mands of usis for our good!

Y et, even though keeping the Sab-
bath providesaphysical benefit, God
does not intend usto consider it to be
of primary importance. The most im-
portant benefits we receive from
keeping the Sabbath are spiritual and
have to do with maintaining and im-
proving our relationships with God
and with those who believe aswe do.
In other words, God definitely wants
usto be healthy (111 John 2), but even
more, Hewantsusto becloseto Him.
Thisisthesort of principleweneedto
remember when we have to defend
our keeping of the Sabbath, just asmy
friend was forced to do.

Basic Principles

But when similar circumstancesarise,
though the doctrine or practice might
bedifferent, it will be helpful to have
afew basic versesmemorized to give
usguidancein choosing what theright
thing to do is. The first one is Prov-
erbs14:12, " Thereisaway that seems
right to aman, but its end is the way
of death.” We can rationalize all we
want to about why we should do this
or that, but if our reasoning is based
onfalsehood, theresult will still bethe
same. If what seems to be right runs
contrary to God'’s instruction—par-
ticularly His Commandments, which
summarizetheBible' sbasic standards

in ten understandable laws—it will
eventually lead usto ruin and death.

This same principle of man’s way
leading to destruction isso important
that it ismentioned againin Proverbs
16:25. We live in a worldly system
that isdesigned by Satanto enticeand
deceiveusintothinking that sinisnot
so bad. Thus, whenwebegintoratio-
nalize, thatis, toattempt tojustify with
reasons of our own, we need to re-
member the warning of this verse.

Thenext bit of Scripturewe should
commit to memory isProverbs 3:5-6:
“TrustintheLorp withall your heart,
and do not lean on your own under-
standing; in all your ways acknowl-
edge Him, and He shall direct your
paths.” “Lean on” isused herein the
senseof relying upon or trusting some-
one or something for help or protec-
tion. The object of our securetrust is
the Lord, a most reliable object of
confidence!

When we lean against awall or on
acane, we trust it to support us. If it
shouldfail todoitsjob, wewill fall to
the ground and perhaps be hurt. In a
figurative sense, in times of distress
welean on membersof our familiesor
friends; we rely upon them for en-
couragement, support, help, or pro-
tection. In this verse, “lean on”
functionsfiguratively. Relying onour
own understanding is compared to
|eaning on acanethat cannot bear our
weight; itisunreliablefor support. It
isdangerousfor apersontorely upon
mere human wisdom or understand-
ing becauseitislikely tofail him.

AcknowledgingtheLordinall our
ways means keeping Him in mind in
every event of our lives. Godly living

(continued on page 14)

FORERUNNER

11



p e FSO N al The Christian Fight

(continued from page 6)
the mountains; and the Canaanitesdwell by theseaand
along the banks of the Jordan.”

Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and
said, “Let usgo up at once, and take possession, for
we are well able to overcomeit.” But the men who
had goneup with him said, “Weare not ableto go up
against the people, for they are stronger than we.”
And they gave the children of Israel a bad report of
theland which they had spied out, saying, “ Theland
through which we have gone as spiesis aland that
devoursit inhabitants, and all the people whom we
saw init are men of great stature. There we saw the
giants (the descendants of Anak came from the
giants); and we were like grasshoppers in our own
sight, and so we were in their sight.”

The story continuesin Numbers 14:4-9:

So they said to one another, “Let us select aleader
and returnto Egypt.” Then Mosesand Aaronfell on
their faces before all the assembly of the congrega-
tion of the children of Israel. But Joshua the son of
Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were
among those who had spied out the land, tore their
clothes; and they spoketo all the congregation of the
children of lIsrael, saying: “The land we passed
through to spy out isan exceedingly good land. If the
Lorp delightsinus, then Hewill bring usintothisland
and give it to us, aland which flows with milk and
honey. Only do not rebel against the Lorp, nor fear
the people of the land, for they are our bread; their
protection has departed from them, and the Lorp is
with us. Do not fear them.”

Noticethespies' timidity even at the beginning of their
report, and they becomeincreasingly fearful. If, because
of God's promises in Exodus 23, they did not expect
confrontation, why do they show so much trepidation?
Even Joshua and Caleb expected confrontation. They
most certainly did not understand that God’ s promisesin
Exodus23wouldbefulfilledwithout them havingtolift so
much as afinger to gain the land. They knew they would
have to make war against the people of the land.

Theunderlying problemwasthat they did not trust that
the warfare would be a cooperative effort. In effect, they
believed that God could not do it. They did not trust that
God would be with them, cooperating with them and
fighting on their side against the common enemy, the
peopleof theland. Joshuaand Caleb knew therewould be
combat, but the difference was that they were confident
that God wouldfight for | srael and agai nst the Canaanites.

Numbers 33:51-53 adds a defining element:

12 wMmAY 2007

Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them:
“When you have crossed the Jordan into the land of
Canaan, thenyou shall driveout all theinhabitantsof
theland from before you, destroy all their engraved
stones, destroy all their moldedimages, and demolish
all their high places; you shall dispossessthe inhab-
itantsof theland and dwell init, for | havegivenyou
the land to possess.”

Deuteronomy 7:1-2, written and delivered by Moses
during the last month before Israel entered the Promised
Land, confirmsthe earlier command:

When the Lorp your God brings you into the land
which you go to possess, and has cast out many
nations before you, . . . seven nations greater and
mightier than you, and when the Lorp your God
delivers them over to you, you shall conquer them
and utterly destroy them. You shall make no cov-
enant with them nor show mercy to them.

Whenwecomparestatementsliketheseto Exodus23and
Numbers 13-14, it becomes apparent that, from the very
beginning, God intended thedriving out of the people of the
land to be a cooperative effort between Him and the
Israelites. That | srael would havetofight isbeyond question.

Sanctification Requires Reciprocity

Within our relationship with God, ameasure of reciprocity
always exists, even though our part is but atiny percent-
age of the overall amount. It must be this way because
lovecannot be one-sided, or therelationshipwill not exist
for very long. Thisis a major reason why Jesus says in
John 14:15, “If you love Me, keep My commandments.”
Obedience isthe way we reciprocate Hislove toward us.

Notice in Numbers 1:1-3, 20, 22 severa interesting
statements made as the Israelites began the longest part
of their trek through the wilderness:

Now the Lorp spoke to Moses in the Wilderness of
Sinai, inthetabernacl e of meeting, onthefirst day of
the second month, in the second year after they had
come out of the land of Egypt, saying: “Take a
census of all the congregation of the children of
Israel, by their families, by their fathers' houses,
according to the number of names, every male
individually, from twenty years old and above—all
who are ableto go to war in Israel. You and Aaron
shall number them by their armies. . . . Now the
children of Reuben, Israel’ s oldest son, their gene-
alogies by their families, by their fathers' house,
according to the number of names, every male
individually, from twenty years old and above, all



who were able to go to war. . . . From the children
of Simeon, . . . all who were able to go to war.”

Thisphrase, “all who were ableto go to war,” appears
14 times in this one section! What is the significance of
God commanding acensusto betaken of all malestwenty
yearsold and above and ableto gotowar?Obviously, God
wanted Israel to comprehend the size of its army. God
was preparing the Israelites for the certainty of warfare
with the people of the land.

Notice the precise dating in verse 1. It was “the first
day of the second month, in the second year” following
their flight from Egypt. Exodus 19:1 tellsus, “Inthethird
month after the children of Israel had gone out of theland
of Egypt, on the same day, they came to the Wilderness
of Sinai.” The giving of the law, then, occurred three
months after they left Egypt. Exodus 40:17 adds another
timemarker: “ Andit cameto passinthefirst month of the
second year, on the first day of the month, that the
tabernacle was raised up.”

Thus, after receiving thelaw and making the covenant,
God gave instructions concerning the Tabernacle, and it
was constructed. |t was erected on Abib/Nisan 1, thefirst
day of thefirst month, of the second year. At thispoint, the
I sraelites have now been out of Egypt just two weeks shy
of afull year. Once the Tabernacle had been erected and
was in operation, God gave to Moses all the instructions
in the book of Leviticus, and the priesthood began to put
the ceremonial practicesinto operation.

InNumbers1:1, thirteen more monthshave passed, and
Israel isstill at Mount Sinai. However, their stay is soon
to end. The events of Numbers 13 and 14 did not take
place until near the end of this second year after leaving
Egypt. Therefore, before the Israelites even began the
serious part of their trek to take over the Promised Land,
theinitial preparation for their being forged into an army,
aforceintendedto fight against the peopl e of theland, had
already taken place.

They fully understood that Exodus 23 was not an
unconditional promisethat God wouldfight all their wars
for them. They knew they would not just walk into theland
andtakeit over whilehornetsmaddeningly buzzed around
their enemies’ heads!

Do Not Follow Their Examples
Hebrews 10:37-39 admonishes us:

“For yet alittle while, and He who is coming will
come and will not tarry. Now the just shall live by
faith; but if anyone draws back, My soul has no
pleasurein Him.” But we are not of those who draw
back to perdition, but of those who believe to the
saving of the soul.

Israel feared the warfare that they knew would con-
front them when they stepped over the border—and they
drew back. Their drawing back in fear was a serious sin,
as Numbers 14:9 shows. Drawing back in fear or failing
to enter the fray is on a par with rebellion becauseitisa
rejection of God’' s Word, a despising of His promise.

Numbers 14:27-32 reveals a chief part of Israel’s sin
anditsresulting evil fruit:

How long shall | bear withthisevil congregationwho
complain against Me? | have heard the complaints
whichthechildren of Israel makeagainst Me. Say to
them, “As| live,” saysthe Lorp, “just as you have
spoken in My hearing, so | will do to you: The
carcasses of you who have complained against Me
shall fall in this wilderness, all of you who were
numbered, according to your entire number, from
twenty years old and above. Except for Caleb the
son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun, you
shall by no means enter the land which | swore |
would make you dwell in. But your little ones, who
you said would be victims, | will bring in, and they
shall know theland which you have despised. But as
foryou, your carcassesshall fall inthiswilderness.”

Deuteronomy 20:1-4 providesencouragement for all of
us who, perceiving the spiritual parallel, recognize the
responsibility God requires of those who have made the
New Covenant with Him:

When you go out to battle agai nst your enemies, and
see horses and chariots and people more numerous
thanyou, do not be afraid of them; for the Lorp your
God iswith you, who brought you up from the land
of Egypt. So it shall be, when you are on the verge
of battle, that the priest shall approach and speak to
thepeople. And heshall say tothem, “Hear, Ol srael:
Today you are on the verge of battle with your
enemies. Donot let your heart faint, do not beafraid,
and do not tremble or be terrified because of them;
for the Lorp your God is He who goes with you, to
fight for you against your enemies, to save you.”

As further encouragement, Hebrews 13:5-6 helps us
steel our resolve against our spiritual enemies:

L et your conduct be without covetousness; be content
with such thingsasyou have. For He Himself hassaid,
“1 will never leave you nor forsake you.” So we may
boldly say: “TheLorpismy helper; | will notfear. What
can man do to me?’

Our warfareisdifferent fromwhat the | sraelitesfaced,
but itsprinciplesare similar. Obedience to God provokes
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persecution, confrontation, and resistance from oth-
ers, even though offense istotally unintended on our
parts. Far more seriously, it awakens demonic spirits
to intensify their attempts to throw us off the track,
and perhapsabovethat, it stirsour remaining carnality
to continue its attempts to break our will to keep us
from overcomingit.

Itishelpful toremember that, asseriousas|srael’s
responsibilities were, ours are many times greater
because eternity isinvolved. If we are to succeed,
the Christian fight is an element of God’ sway that
we cannot avoid. In the New Testament, the word
translated as “overcomer” can just as easily be
translated as “conqueror,” which more strongly
suggests warfare. If we fail to join the fray be-
cause we fear the sacrifices that will be involved,
we will not be prepared for God’s Kingdom. We
can take heart, however, because His promises of
cooperationinthefight, just asHepromisedto I srael,
still stand.

[To BE CONTINUED]

InChristianlove,

Y e

prophecy watch

(continued from page 9)
saviors will assist Jesus Christ in delivering people
from away of life that is contrary to God'’s perfect
way. They will help the nations to learn peace and
righteousness, a way that produces loving harmony
between brothers.

Zechariah 14:1-3, 5, 9 ties in beautifully with the
last verse of Obadiah:

Behold, the day of the Lorp is coming, and your
spoil will bedividedinyour midst. For | will gather
al the nations to battle against Jerusalem. . . .
ThentheLoro will goforthand fight against those
nations, as Hefightsin the day of battle. . .. Thus
theLoro my Godwill come, and all thesaintswith
You [Him]....And the Lorp shall be King over
all the earth.

When Jesus Christ returns, He comes with His
saints—the saviors of Obadiah 21. They, along with
Jesus Christ, will come and “judge the mountains of
Esau.” Aspart of God' sgovernment, their job will be
to help govern the entire earth. Thisisthe essence of
theKingdom of God, atimewhen mankind—eventhe
Edomites, should any survive—will finally submit to
God'srule.

—Richard T. Ritenbaugh

My Parents Won’t Let Me!

(continued from page 11)

isnot to be confined to the Sabbath,
for Godisinvolvedineach moment
of each day. Hisinstruction covers
our lives from waking up in the
morning to going to sleep at night.
He wants us to remember Him all
the time and to trust and obey Him
to guide our conduct in everything
we do.

That “Heshall direct your paths’
suggeststhat God will “smooth” or
“makestraight” theroad of our lives.
Thisis apromise that God will go
before us and remove many of the
obstacles from our path. He wants
us to be successful, so if we trust
Himandfollow Hisinstructions, He
will lead usforward, sweeping many
of our potential problemstotheside.
How encouraging!

14 wmAY 2007

Enjoy Your Youth!

As Solomon begins to wrap up the
book of Ecclesiastes, hewrites, “ Re-
joice, young man, while you are
young, and let your heart cheer you
inthedaysof your youth. Follow the
impulses of your heart and the de-
sires of your eyes, but know that
God will judge your motives and
actions” (Ecclesiastes 11:9, New
English Translation).
Godwantsyoung peopleto enjoy
thisexcitingtimeof their livesandto
behappy. But, being God, Heknows
that youthful ambitions and ener-
gies can get a person into trouble.
Such troubles have happened many
times to young people in God’s
church. Thus, with His encourage-
ment Hegivesagentlewarning: As

young peoplefollow their impulses
and desires, they need to realize
that God will evaluateall they think
and do against His teaching.

Thisappliesequally toall of usin
all age groups. We must seek joy
and happiness within the bound-
aries of God’'s moral standards. He
promisesto bring usinto account for
all our activities (Romans 2:5-11).

Regarding theyoung maninthe
story, heis currently an ordained
minister in one of the churches of
God. The decision he made not to
play ball onthe Sabbath was prob-
ably the most pivotal decision of
hislife. Andsoit will bewith any
young person when he or she can
no longer say, “My parentswon’t
let me.”

—Clyde Finklea



ready answer

“Be ready always to give an answer . . .” | Peter 3:15

Building

With

“The righteous man walks
in his integrity;
His children are blessed
after him.”
—Proverbs 20:7

Integrity

As ayoung boy, my first love was baseball. | played the game every
chance | got. | followed the sport via newspaper and radio. My brother
and | devoured the box scores in the paper each morning, replaying the
gamesin our minds and memorizing statistics. | fell asleep at night listening
to the Minnesota Twins on WHO in Des Moines, lowa. Though it was a
bit strange for a boy from Tennessee, | was a fan of Harmon Killebrew,
who played for the Twins.

While my brother felt that Hank Aaron was probably the best hitter the
game had seen, | went with Ted Williams. By the time | became interested
in the game, he was managing the old Washington Senators. Despite
never having had the chance to see him play, | learned a great deal
about his career. During his time on the field, he won six batting
titles—and that includes losing four and a half years serving in World
War |l and the Korean War as a fighter pilot. If he had not lost those
years during his prime, he would doubtless have surpassed Babe Ruth’s
home run record.

In 1941, he ended the season with a batting average of .406, a feat
never duplicated since, and he retired with alifetime batting average of
.344 (most major leaguers average less than three hits in every ten at
bats). In 1959, when he was 40 years old and closing out his career with
the Boston Red Sox, he batted under .300 for the first timein hislife. He
had suffered from a pinched nerve all year, but did not use it as an excuse.
Still, even with the sub-par year, he was the highest paid player in the
game, making $125,000 ayear.
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For the next season, the Boston front office sent him a contract for the same amount. Y ears
later, Williamsreminisced about thissituation:

When | got it [the contract], | sent it back with anote. | told them | wouldn’t sign it until
they gave me the full pay cut allowed. | think it was 25 percent [it was actually closer to 30
percent]. My feeling was that | was always treated fairly by the Red Sox when it came to
contracts. | never had any problem with them about money. Now they were offering me a
contract | didn’t deserve. And | only wanted what | deserved.

He cut his own contract by almost 30 percent, $35,000! Are there any professional athletes
today with that kind of integrity?

Standing in Integrity

Roget’ s Thesaurus defines integrity as “honesty, uprightness, moral soundness, principle,
character, decency, and righteousness.” Certainly, what Ted Williams did was honest and
upright, principled and decent. Another definition for integrity is“arefusal to engagein lying,
blaming, or other behavior to evade accountability.”

Based on these definitions, integrity isin short supply, not only in the sportsworld, but alsoin
all walks of life. How often do we hear of or encounter someone who is dishonest, immoral,
unprincipled, and unrighteous? Such contacts occur far too often these days.

In the apostle Paul’s letter to the church at Ephesus, an epistle that was also circulated to
other Gentile congregations, he exhorts them to be the unified, spiritual body of Christ.
Wherever they might be, they were all members of His Body. In Ephesians 6:10-14, Paul
speaks of standing firm against the scheming of Satan:

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the whole
armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers
of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.
Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil
day and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth,
having put on the breastplate of righteousness. . . .

He continues, listing the various pieces of our spiritual armor. However, notice the number of
times in these few verses that we are exhorted to stand. We must hold our ground as we fight
against the pressures of Satan and this world. In verse 11, Paul tells us to “stand against” the
Devil’stricks. In verse 13, he encourages us to prepare “to withstand in the evil day” and
“having done all, to stand.” In the next verse, he concludes, “ Stand therefore” and put on the
armor that God can supply.

There are two things to notice here. First, we are to stand firm. Paul does not instruct us to
be agile or swift of foot. To the contrary, he advises us not to move; we are to stand on afirm
foundation, as it were. We are to be securely grounded, rooted and unmoving. A person living a
life of integrity is not shifty, but has solid convictions rather than preferences that vary with
circumstances.

Second, Paul details the armor we need to “take up.” He lists several pieces of “the
whole armor of God,” but “the breastplate of righteousness” deals mostly closely with
integrity.

Most soldiersin Paul’ s day wore a breastplate, and even today, the most basic protection
offered to police and soldiersis the armored or bulletproof vest! The Roman breastplate,
primarily made of bronze and backed with leather, was worn around the chest, protecting the
heart and other vital organs. In Paul’s spiritual analogy, the breastplate guards the heart, the
seat of our attitudes and emotions. In other words, if we are to stand firm in the truth, our heart
must be protected!



Interestingly, the translation of the New Testament by J.B. Phillips renders “the
breastplate of righteousness” as “integrity your breastplate.” Paul instructs us to
protect our heart, our love, and our emotions with a breastplate of integrity! As part
of the equipment each Christian needs to stand firm in the spiritual war we have been
recruited to fight, we must fasten integrity right across our chests to provide
protection. What happens when a soldier takes off his breastplate? He opens his soft
abdomen to attack; he is unprotected! Spiritually, the heart becomes vulnerable, apt
to be turned away.

Whole and Sound

Asmentioned earlier, the basic synonyms of integrity are “honesty,” “uprightness,”
“moral soundness,” “principle,” “character,” “decency,” and “righteousness.” It isa
given that all Christians must possess these attributes, and we have all heard or read
many sermons and articles on them. Since we all need to add them to our characters,
we can consider integrity, not only as atrait that individual Christians need, but also one
we need to bind us together as a unit.

Integrity has a second meaning, relating to the wholeness and soundness of a structure.
Buildings are often described as having integrity, meaning that it has structural soundness,
that it is strong and dependable, as well as complete, whole, and undivided. In Ephesians
2:19-22, inthe Phillipstranglation, the apostle Paul writes:

So you are no longer outsiders or aliens, but fellow-citizens with every other Christian
[the saints, NKJV]—yYyou belong now to the household of God. Firmly beneath you is
the foundation, God’ s messengers and prophets, the corner-stone being Christ Jesus
himself. In him each separate piece of building, properly fitting into its neighbor, grows
together into a temple consecrated to the Lord. You are all part of this building in which
God himself livesby his Spirit.

We stand on the Christian lives of those who have gone before us. Those who have
died in the faith, the saints who await their resurrection from the dead, form the
foundation on which we stand, along with Christ, the Cornerstone. If we live our lives
with integrity, then we too become an integral piece of the Temple.

Paul’s main intention in Ephesians 2 is to let Gentile converts know that they have
equal privilegeswith Israelite converts. Whatever his origins, each individual forms a
separate piece of the “building,” and all fitted together provide a habitation for God.
The building metaphor is equally appropriate for us. Each of us comes from a different
social and ethnic background, education, life experience, and so on. In order for usto
become part of the Temple, a place where God dwells, integrity must reside in our
characters.

Continuing the metaphor, each of usisfitted into the proper place. If abuilding is
constructed of solid pieces—no rotted or bowed wood, no rusted metal, no inferior
materials of any type—and if it is erected on a solid foundation, the resultis a
structure with integrity. The apostle Peter also uses the building metaphor in | Peter 2:1-5:

Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, as
newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, if indeed
you have tasted that the Lord is gracious. Coming to Him as to aliving stone, rejected
indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, you also, as living stones, are being
built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptableto
God through Jesus Christ.

A building block or stone, used to construct a spiritual house or atemple, must be
sound. It must itself have integrity. If the stone isweak, it will crumble or crack easily,
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endangering thewholebuilding.
In Ephesians 3:17-19, we break into the middle of Paul’s thought:

... that Christ may dwell in your hearts [protected by the breastplate of integrity]
through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend
with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height—to know the
love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of
God.

Notice that he mentions being “rooted and grounded,” which is again the idea of standing
firm on a solid foundation. What happens if some portion of a structure is constructed from
inferior material? What if a support beam fails? Not only could the roof fall in, destroying the
building itself, many lives could belost aswell.

A Fit Habitation

Believeit or not, Ted Williams has a remote connection with such a situation. In Boston,
Massachusetts, a tunnel runs under Boston Harbor to Logan International Airport, and it has
been named the Ted Williams Tunnel. It is part of agigantic, $15 billion construction project
called “The Big Dig.” On July 11, 2006, twelve tons of concrete ceiling panels collapsed onto
the roadway underneath.

It seems that a steel tieback, holding a 40-foot section of ceiling, gave way, letting the
concrete slabs loose. A woman, just married, on her way with her new husband to pick up
relatives at the airport, was crushed in an instant. She had probably never given a thought to
traveling the tunnel and the surrounding roads, built with governmental oversight and loaded
with problems.

Reports about the tragedy and the subsequent investigation show that deception and fraud
were—and continue to be—common problems on this project. The state of Massachusetts,
having filed over 200 complaints against the project’ s design and construction contractors
for leaks, cost overruns, quality concerns, and safety violations, is planning to sue them
for $108 million. How ironic that there was such a horrible lack of integrity in the
construction of the Ted Williams Tunnel!

Thetunnel lacked structural soundness, strength, and unity; it was not reliable, complete,
or whole. The lack of integrity originated in those responsible for the shoddy materials and
workmanship. While one contractor may have had the integrity to do the job right, using
sound materials and proven construction methods, another may not have. Without each
piece being solid, complete, and fitting in with the other partsto form aunified whole, a
structure with integrity cannot be built.

The same applies to Christians. Solomon writes, “ The righteous man walksin his
integrity” (Proverbs 20:7). Each of usis responsible for developing the skills God has
blessed us with into the character or the integrity we need as His children. If we each
operate with honesty, uprightness, moral soundness, principle, character, decency, and
righteousness, then we will fit together as a Temple with integrity, a suitable habitation
for God.

Knowing these things about integrity, we may better comprehend Paul’s meaning in
Ephesians 2:19-22, quoted earlier, but thistime from James Moffatt’ s translation:

Thus you are strangers and foreigners no longer, you share the membership of the saints,
you belong to God’s own household, you are a building that rests on the apostles and
prophets as its foundation, with Christ Jesus as the corner-stone; in him the whole
structure is welded together and rises into a sacred temple in the Lord, and in him you are
yourselves built into thisto form a habitation for God in the Spirit.

—Mike Ford



A Perfect Storm of National Cycles

Poet and philosopher George Santayanaisfamousfor hisobser-
vation, “Those who cannot learn from history are doomed to
repeat it.” Histimelesswords go essentially unheeded, though,
for thehistory of any given peopleisusually one of repeating
cycles. Modern nations—despite considering themselves
“progressive” and thus too advanced for consequences—
are no exception to this. The historical crisis cycles of the
United States, Europe, and Russia appear to be converging,
and set to plunge the Western world into anew violent storm of
chaos.

For the last six centuries or so, the American and British
peoples have followed a predictable cycle that contains a na-
tional crisisroughly every 90 years. The American Revolution,
theCivil War, and the Great Depression/World War || arethe
three most recent crises that threatened both economic ruin as
well aspossiblenational collapse. These criseswere existential
threats. Intheir 1997 book The Fourth Turning: An American
Prophecy, historians William Strauss and Neil Howe pre-
dicted that, based on the cycles of history, the next crisis
would begin somewhere around 2005-2008, and would be
resolved—if possible—around 2025. Whether the authors
were a few years late (and the crisis began on 9/11) or the
beginning isjust over the horizon is still yet to be determined.
But barring America’ s sudden comprehension of the “lessons
of history,” itison track to face another major national crisis
quite soon.

European dynamics are also beginning to shift. Strategic
Forecasting’ s Peter Zeihan notes, “1n 2007, thelast of the post-
Cold War generation of Western European leaders will move
on, heralding a fundamentally new era for all of Europe”
(“ Jump-starting European History,” April 24,2007). Themajor
European powers—France, Germany, and the United King-
dom—areall experiencing leadership changesthat signal fun-
damentally different political goalsand environments. Zeihan
continues:

The three most powerful European leaders of today—
Schroeder, Chirac and Blair, all of whom led their respec-
tivecountriesfor thebulk of thepost-Cold War period—are
leaving officemoreor lessat the sametime. Thesemen also
stand out as arguably the three major European leaders
most supportive of Europeanintegration. ... Their collec-
tive departure heralds the demise of the integrationist
impulsein Germany, and the re-emergence of moretradi-
tional balance-of -power politics.

Thereplacement of Chirac by Nicholas Sarkozy isparticularly
noteworthy, asthelatter isthe first Prime Minister of the Fifth
Republic of France who does not adhere to the ideology of
Charlesde Gaulle—that Europeexistsasaplatformfromwhich
France can fashion itself asaworld power. The pro-American,
pro-market Sarkozy isfar moreinterested in domesticreformthan
in consolidating and projecting power internationally. This
change is highly significant because of a repeated European
cycle, asZeihan explains:

European history is a chronicle of the rise and fall of its
geographic center. As Germany rises, the powers on its
periphery buckle under its strength and are forced to pool
resourcesinorder to beat back Berlin. AsGermany falters,
the power vacuum at themiddl e of the Continent allowsthe
countries on Germany’s borders to rise in strength and
become major powersthemselves. Since the formation of
thefirst“ Germany” in 800, thiscyclehasset thetempo and
tenor of European affairs. A strong Germany means con-
solidation followed by acatastrophic war. . . . For Europe
this cycle of Germanrise and fall hasrun its course three
times—the Holy Roman Empire, Imperial Germany, Nazi
Germany—and is only now entering its fourth iteration
withthereunified Germany. (“ The Coming Eraof Russia’'s
Dark Rider,” April 17,2007)

Whilethe European and American cycles synchronize, Rus-
sian history appears to be turning toward a crisis aswell. The
Russian cycle is one of national catastrophe, involving an
existential threat (such asitsdefeatinWorld War | andthe Soviet
collapse) that uprootsthe current social order. Russiatypically
emerges from the chaos into a second phase under the aegis of
a“white rider.” Unlike Western heroes who bring wealth and
freedom, this figure provides more basic Russian needs: civic
stability, consistency, and strength. VIadimir Putin, the current
“white rider,” has for good or ill been highly successful in
centralizing power, organizing the nation’s energy assets, and
stabilizing Russia. However, histerm ends next year, at which
timeRussiawill likely enter the next phase.

The third phase occurs when the white rider gives way to a
“dark rider,” a leader who is not held back by idealism. A
pragmatist, heiswilling to act without regard to moral concerns.
Josef Stalin, the “Vasilys,” and Ivan IV (known as “lvan the
Terrible”) wereall incarnationsof suchadark rider. SaysZeihan:

Under the rule of the dark rider, Russia descends into an
extremely strict period of internal control and external
aggression, which is largely dictated by Russia's geo-
graphic weaknesses. . . . Once the dark rider takes the
state’ s reins, he acts by any means necessary to achieve
Russian security. Internal oppositionisruthlessly quashed,
economic lifeisfully subjugated to the state’ s needs and
Russia sarmiesarebuilt furiously withtheintent of secur-
ing unsecurable borders. That typically means war: As
Catherine the Great famously put it: “I have no way to
defend my borders except to extend them.” (ibid.)

Major shifts are simultaneously underway in the United
States (and in the larger “Anglosphere,” as columnist Mark
Steyncallsit), in Europe(particularly Franceand Germany), and
inanawakening Russia. Thenext few yearsportend tremendous
upheaval, as history relentlessly repeats itself.

—David C. Grabbe
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B ible Study

Miracles

Jesus Christ

Healing Peter’s Mother-in-law

After worshipping God in the synagogue on the Sabbath day, Jesus Christ and at |east Peter, Andrew, James,
and John went to Peter’ s home to relax and eat. When they arrived, Peter’ swife's mother was bedridden with a
fever, providing Christ an opportunity to perform another act of mercy (Matthew 8:14-15; Mark 1:29-31; Luke
4:38-39). This healing occurred on the same Sabbath that He exorcised the unclean spirit, revealing His
authority over evil (seethe March-April 2007 Bible Study: “Exorcismin a Synagogue™).

Jesus was supreme over all that God granted Him, and the Gospel accounts illustrate this by showing His
power over disease. After Peter’s mother-in-law’ s friends and relatives had spoken to Jesus about her
condition, He performed the miracle of healing directly and completely. She was so wholly restored to health
that she could immediately attend to and serve her guests!

1. How does thisincident shatter the claim that Peter was
thefirst Catholic Pope?Matthew 8:14; Mark 1:30; Luke4:38.
ComMENT: The mention of “Peter’ swife’ smother” proves
that Peter wasmarried. Hiswifewaslikely still living, asPaul
later asksin | Corinthians 9:5, “Dowehavenoright to take
along a believing wife, as do also the other apostles, the
brothers of the Lord, and Cephas?’ This indicates that
several of theapostleswere married during their ministries.

Erroneously, Roman Catholicsclaim Peter to betherock
on which the church was built, the vicar of Christ, and the
first Pope. How can they maintain, then, that it is wrong for
“priests’ to marry? If this were a sin, why did Christ not
immediately reject Peter asan apostle, since hehad awife? It
seems incredible that the Catholic Church would teach that
Peter wasits“first Pope,” amodel to all his successors, yet
forbid its prieststo marry despite hisbeing amarried man!

Priestly celibacy is specifically contrary to New Testa-
ment teaching (I Timothy 4:1, 3). Paul instructs, “ A bishop
then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, . . . one
who rules his own house well, having his children in sub-
missionwith all reverence (for if aman does not know how
to rule his own house, how will he take care of the church
of God?)” (I Timothy 3:2, 4-5). Scripture makesno objection
to God’ sministershavingawife. AsHebrews13:4 declares,
“Marriage is honorable among all.”
2. What important fact doesL uke’ saccount add? L uke4:38.
ComMENT: Itisprobablethat Peter’ swife’ smother (likely a
widow) wasliving with them. The family and their friends
werequiteconcerned by her fever-stricken condition. Aware
of the miracles Christ had begun to perform, they pleaded
with Him to intervene on her behalf.

Y et, only Luke, aphysician, addsthevital fact that she had
a high fever. A doctor in Jesus’ day would have noted the
degree of fever to assess the severity of the patient’ sillness.
L uke would have made careful inquiry into the details of the
situation before recording hisaccount. Thus, histestimony to
themiracul ous power of Christ is morereliable and thus of
great importance, especially to new converts and skeptics.
3. Why does Christ rebuke her fever? Luke 4:39.
CommENT: When Jesuswent intotheroomwheretheelderly
lady lay, Luke writes, “He stood over her and rebuked her

fever,” another detail Matthew and Mark omit. Was he
addressing some hostile power? On another occasion, He
rebuked the raging wind and water to end astorm onthe Sea
of Galilee (Luke 8:24). “Rebuked” inthisverseisthe same
word used in Luke 4:35 and Mark 1:25, where Jesus “re-
buked” the demon during the exorcism in the synagogue.
The word means “to censure or admonish.” When Jesus
rebuked something, evil waspresent, and Hisexampl einstructs
us that evil must be condemned if real healing isto occur.

There aretimeswhen the solutionsto our problems may
require rebuke or strong admonition. No one enjoys being
on the receiving end of arebuke, yet if sin has caused the
problem, it must be rebuked before repentance can happen.
Inalarger sense, theworld desirespeace, but few arewilling
to punish evil. The attitude toward evil today is not that of
condemnation but of toleration.

Even so, not all sicknessiscaused by sin (John 11:4). At
times, God permits sickness to provide an opportunity to
bring glory to Himself and His Son.

4. Why does Christ touch her hand? Matthew 8:15.
CommMmENT: Animportant aspect of themiracleismanifested
asJesuslifted thewoman by the hand, and thefever left her.
Thelaying onof Hishands (see Hebrews6:2) wassomething
He did often. He even touched lepers, though the Gospels
never mention Him laying hands on a demon-possessed
person. Through His hands flowed the power of the Holy
Spirit, producing immediate restoration to health.

Another featureof thismiracleistheway Heinfused full
strength into the woman, enabling her to serve her guests.
Her recovery did not include a period of weakness and
exhaustion, which usually follows a high fever, but she at
oncebecameenergetic and full of health. Therestoration of
her health must have encouraged great gratitude, which
manifested itself in service to Jesus and the others there.
Thissetsapatternfor all who are heal ed, both physically or
spiritually: They should usetheir new strengthto serve God
and His people with thankfulness (I Thessalonians 5:18).
Peter exhorts, “If anyone ministers[serves], lethimdoit as
with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God
may be glorified through Jesus Christ” (I Peter 4:11).

—Martin G. Collins




