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Power Belongs to God

Part Two

Sincewebelievethisworldisheaded toward theworst
timeof violent warfare, the upheaval of all nations, and
worldwide spiritual confusion—including the proph-
esied shattering of the Christian church—we must
consider and take steps now to ensure we fully under-
stand where real power and strength resides. Growth
and safety also reside there. Deep-seated faith in
God'’ sreality, understanding of Hispromises, and trust
in His powers and willingness to save are absolute
essentialsfor the Christian. Any other meanswe might
have opportunity to rely upon will be useless before
the onslaught of the full fury of Satan’s efforts to
destroy God’ s people and plan.

The Reader’s Digest Complete Oxford Word
Finder Dictionary defines power as “having the
ability to act; influence; a particular faculty of body or
mind; capability.” As explained in Part One, two of
David' spsalmsprovideafoundationfor faith, showing
that God' s power isthe very reason we can trust Him.

His power is not limited to brute strength, but also
includes qualities such as love, mercy, wisdom, fore-
sight, discernment, intellectual genius—among other
things—combined with His willingness to use it in
behalf of those called accordingto Hispurpose. Through
thecontinuing fulfillment of Hispromisesto Abraham,
I saac, and Jacob, He demonstrates that He acts for the
benefit of the Israelitish people. He has given many
powers to them.

Jesus says, “Without Me you can do nothing” (John
15:5). Heintends, of course, for usto understand this
inaspiritual sense. Heisour salvation, and Healoneis

ableto saveus. Weareinvolved in acooperative effort
with Him, and the goal isto grow into Hislikenessand
enter the Kingdom of God. His power enables these
effortsto be accomplished. Now isthetime, beforethe
major social, cultural, and military stormshit us, to get
into the habit of cooperating with Him.

A Critical Issue

A critical issue for the children of God—one that can
potentially destroy our cooperation with God through
making wrong choices—is our innate fear that, at
times, He will not provide for us. Human beings can
always fall prey to a nagging fear that, somehow,
sometime, Hewill not respondto our prayerful appeals.
In essence, we fear the consequences of aright choice.
Romans8:18-25 providesaprefaceand foundationfor
Paul’ s encouraging exhortation beginning in verse 28:

For | consider that the sufferings of this present
timearenot worthy to be compared with theglory
which shall be revealed in us. For the earnest
expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the
revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was
subjected tofutility, not willingly, but because of
Him who subjected it in hope; because the cre-
ationitself alsowill bedelivered fromthebondage
of corruption into the glorious liberty of the chil-
dren of God. For we know that thewhol e creation
groans and labors with birth pangs together until
now. Not only that, but we also who have the
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firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan
within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption,
the redemption of our body. For we were saved in
this hope, but hopethat is seen is not hope; for why
does one still hope for what he sees? But if we hope
for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with
perseverance.

Notice how he lays the foundation by turning our
attention to our hope. Heremindsusthat God purposeful ly
madelifesubjecttofutility. Futility isafrustrating quality
that wears away at one’s confidence. It can produce a
sense of hopelessness that |eads us to think that nothing
will work out. Sometimes our pilgrimage seems so long
and arduous that we take our eyes from our Savior, and
hopel essness builds. However, Paul reminds us that God
does everything in love and wisdom and for our good.
Futility isan obstaclethat we must overcomethroughfaith
inGod. Yet, Hehaswilled that futility be present, intend-
ing that we useit asaprod to use our faith in cooperation
with Him despite its presence.

Paul continues building to a triumphant, encouraging
crescendo:

Now He who searches the hearts knows what the
mind of the Spiritis, because He makesintercession
for the saints according to the will of God. And we
know that all things work together for good to those
wholove God, to thosewho arethe called according
to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also
predestined to be conformed to the image of His
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many
brethren. M oreover whom He predestined, these He
also called; whom He called these He al so justified;
and whom He justified, these He also glorified.
(Romans8:27-30)

With such positive statementsabout our salvation, why
should we be hopeless and fearfully doubt that God will
supply all our needs? Does He ever fail to succeed in
whatever He undertakes? These verses flatly and dog-
matically state that, if we want to cooperate in faith to
bring God'’ s purposefor usto itsintended conclusion, we
must, | repeat, must, believethat Hiswatchfulnessover us
involves every circumstance of our lives.

Verses 31 and 32 put a cap on thisissue: “What then
shall we say to these things? If God isfor us, who can be
against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but
deliveredHimupfor usall, how shall Henot withHimalso
freely giveusall things?’

In verse 30, note that the term “sanctified” is missing
from the list of the general stages of God’'s purpose.
Sanctification isthe only part of the salvation processin
which our cooperation playsamajor, consistent, and daily
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role. Why does Paul excludeit? Thiswasnot an oversight;
he deliberately leaves “ sanctified” out because he wants,
for the remainder of this section of this epistle, to focus
entirely on the absolute certainty of God's providence,
not on any works we may perform in cooperation with
Him during the sanctification process.

Paul is not saying that God will always do what we
might want Him to do; he is reminding us that He will
alwaysdowhat isright accordingto Hispurpose. God has
the necessary powersto do as He seesfit for His purpose
and us. Heiswatching, which is even morereason for us
to draw on that power.

Nobody can successfully stand in Hisway of compl et-
ing that purposein each of us, but based on our knowledge
of those powers, arewewilling to accept Hisprovidence?
Do we accept what He provides in any given circum-
stance, even though what He provides might not be what
we would like to have?

All of thethingsPaul writesherearewonderful, but the
key to this particular subject isthe answer to the question
he asksin verse 30: “If God be for uswho can be against
us?” God has the power and the will, and He does not
make mistakes or empty promises. Paul then lists what
God hasalready donefor all concerned. Our responsibility
is to choose to put these facts to work in our specific
circumstances.

The handwriting on the wall for us is this: Terribly
difficult timesare coming, and they will affect all of usto
varying degrees. The only successful way to complete
our minute part in God'’ s purpose isto choose to draw on
His power. We must begin at once to cultivate the habit
of cooperating by faith, accepting whatever He chooses
to provide in our circumstances. If this habit isin place
through long practice, wewill beready when the pressure
really mounts.

Who Have the Enemies Been?

Because He is the Source of our deliverance in every
circumstance, it is crucial for usto know God as well as
wecan. Our relationship with Himthrough Jesus Christis
the key that gives us access to the deliverance He
provides. He hasthe power, and it is Hiswill to meet our
every need. It isincumbent upon us, therefore, to use our
time now to build on our present relationship with Him,
making it stronger and more intimate.

History shows that the primary enemies of the church
arisefrom humansinfluenced by Satan and hisdemons—
and history continually repeatsitself. Theclearest examples
of where these enemies lie are shown in the lives and
ministries of Jesus Christ and the apostles. Did not the
established religious and governmental leaders of their
day, such as Caiaphas, the Phariseesand Sadducees, Pilate,
theHerods, etc., willingly cooperate in persecuting them?



Searching into God’ sauthority over theseenemieswill
help us to see how complete and all-encompassing isHis
power over everything. Past events show that civil gov-
ernments and fal se churches are alwaysthe true church’s
most dangerous adversaries. John 19:10-11 says:

Then Pilate said to Him, “Are Y ou not speaking to
me? Do You not know that | have power to crucify
Y ou, and the power to release Y ou?’ Jesus answered,
“You could have no power at all against Me unless it
had been given you from above. Therefore the one
who delivered Me to you has the greater sin.”

Here, “power” refers to civil authority, and Jesus
informs us that Pilate, a powerful Roman governor of
Judea, who had authority over life and death, derived his
authority from God. Theauthority would not behisif God
had not given it to him directly. We can infer that Pilate
was specifically given his particular civil authority. Why
isthisimportant for us to know and believe?

Proverbs 21:1 adds an important truth: “The king's
heart isin the hand of the Lorp, like the rivers of water;
He turns it wherever He wishes.” The Living Bible
paraphrasesthisas, “ Just aswater isturned intoirrigation
ditches, so the Lord directs the king’ sthoughts, He turns
them wherever He wants to.”

This fact helps us understand God's sovereignty and
much of history too. If the thoughts of aking—represent-
ingthehighest, mostinfluential, and most powerful person
in the nation—are in God' s hand, and He has the power
toinfluence hisdecisionstoward the outcomethat pleases
Him, are not all human governors completely under the
Almighty’ ssovereign control ? Clearly, God hasthe power
tomoveall history inthedirection Hewishesit to go. His
desire will always be done. Romans 13:1-2 makes this
deduction certain:

Let every soul be subject to the governing authori-
ties. For there is no authority except from God, and
the authorities that exist are appointed by God.
Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the
ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring
judgment on themselves.

Not only does God have the power to move those
aready in office, but He appointed theminthefirst place!
Since Paul writes this directly to Christians, and Chris-
tians have lived throughout history and in virtually every
place on earth, the wording suggests that this command
has timeless, universal application. Thus, God reveals
that, in the final analysis, all civil magistrates, from the
emperor on down to the lower authorities—and religious
authorities as well—owe to God their appointments and
rightsto govern.

Thisexplainswhy, in Numbers 16:11, Mosesimmedi-
ately declares that the actions of Korah and his group
wererebellion against God Himself. Moses says, “ There-

fore you and all your company are gathered together
against the Lorp. And what is Aaron that you complain
against him?’ Moses perceived that God Himself had
appointed him and Aaron to their respectiveresponsibili-
ties. Thus, to rebel against them was in reality rebelling
against God.

This also explains why Jesus teaches in Luke 10:16,
“He who hears you hears Me, he who rejects you rejects
Me, and hewhorejectsMeregjectsHimwho sent Me.” To
reject His apostle—one sent by God bearing amessage—
istorgject Christ, andto reject Him isto reject the Father
who sent Him.

InJohn 5:17, Jesus providesinsight into God’ sactivity
throughout themillenniaof thiscreation: “ Jesusanswered
them, ‘ My Father has been working until now, and | have
been working.”” God’ slabors are the continuous manag-
ing and ruling over the affairs of men. He has not gone
“way off somewhere,” butisactively involvedinbringing
His purpose to pass at all times. By His will and in His
providence, authoritiesareappointed to maintain order, to
encourage good conduct, and to punish wrongdoing.

Thus, anyone who believes God is confronted by a
matter of biblical truth and clear logic. How will any of our
enemies “get around,” deflect, or nullify the real unseen
Power who stands behind and above the visible powers
that be?Hiswill will stand. So, towhomdoweturnintime
of need?

Jesus Christ and Power

Let us consider the issue of power with respect to Jesus
Christ. Hesaysof Himself in Matthew 28:18, “ All author-
ity [power, KJV] has been given to Me in heaven and
earth.” “ Authority” istranslated from exousia, which has
wide usage in the Greek language. It can be used to
indicate jurisdiction, privilege, capacity, freedom, influ-
ence, force, and right, besides authority and power.
Obviously, its usage is not restricted to sheer, brute
strength. Jesus, then, is perfectly equipped to handle our
needs in the widest variety of situations.

Noticethat Jesus saysauthority hasbeen givento Him.
For thisto be true, a greater Being must be the Giver. In
this vein, | Corinthians 15:25-28 transports us into the
future, revealing the source of His powers:

For He must reign till He has put all enemies under
His feet. The last enemy that will be destroyed is
death. For “He has put all things under His feet.”
But when He says“all things are put under Him,”
itisevident that He who put all things under Him
is excepted. Now when all things are made sub-
ject to Him, then the Son Himself will also be
subject toHimwho put all thingsunder Him, that God
may beall inall.

The Giver in Matthew 28:18 must bethe Father, so the
word “all” in that verse excludes the Father, who is
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supremein authority. The resurrected Son isthe channel
through which the Father’s every purpose and plan are
being worked out.

How extensive is Jesus’ given authority? Colossians
1:14-19 explainssomeof Hisauthority morespecifically:

...inwhomwe haveredemptionthrough Hisblood,
theforgivenessof sins. Heistheimageof theinvisible
God, the firstborn over al creation. For by Him all
things were created that are in heaven and that are
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominionsor principalitiesor powers. All thingswere
created through Him and for Him. And Heis before
all things, andinHimall thingsconsist. And Heisthe
head of the body, the church, who isthe beginning,
thefirstbornfromthedead, thatinall thingsHe may
havethe preeminence. For it pleased the Father that
in Him all the fullness should dwell. . . .

Paul stresses Christ’s positional authority, that is,
where Christ standsinrelationto all other beings, whether
human or spirit. “Firstborn” in verses 15 and 18 does not
refer to His being created, as other verses clearly show
that He has eternally existed. Here, the word indicates
primacy of rank, since the apostle is showing Christ’'s
status in relation to all other beings and institutions.
Establishing thisisimportant to what hewritesin therest
of theepistle, asafoundationfor passageslike Colossians
2:6-10:

As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the
Lord, sowalkinHim, rooted and builtupinHimand
established in the faith, as you have been taught,
aboundinginitwith thanksgiving. Bewarelest any-
one cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit,
according to the tradition of men, according to the
basic principles of the world, and not according to
Christ. For in Him dwells all the fullness of the
[divinenature] bodily; andyou arecompletein Him,
who isthe head of all principality and power.

In verse 8, the word translated as “ basic principles of
the world” refers to elementary things. Compared to
Christ, in terms of being, every other being is lesser
because he or sheis created. In terms of teaching, every
other instruction is elementary, basic, even demonic. In
termsof salvation, no other isableto save human beings.

In verses 9-10, Paul again emphasizes Christ’'s pri-
macy and superiority, including thefactsthat Heisdivine
and over demons in authority. He adds in verses 11-15
that, for Christians, Jesus has already defeated the prin-
cipalitiesand powers, along with their purposes, through
their conversion.

As Colossians 1:16 states, Christ’ s rank extends back
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tothevery beginning, asthe Oneused to create all things.
Thus, Heisthe God (John 1:1) referred toin nearly every
placeinthe Old Testament where Godismentioned. This
isespecially important to grasp.

John 14:10 aids usin understanding His operations as a
man: “Do you not believe that | am in the Father, and the
Father in Me? The words that | speak to you | do not speak
on My own authority; but the Father who dwellsin Me does
the works.” Matthew 26:52-53 clarifies this through an
example: “But Jesussaidtohim, ‘ Put your swordinitsplace,
for all whotaketheswordwill perish by thesword. Or doyou
think that | cannot now pray to My Father, and He will
provide Me with more than twelve legions of angels?”

While He was human, His power as a God-Being was
suspended as part of His emptying Himself to become a
man (Philippians 2:5-8). He thus operated on the same
level as all other men, except for the innate power He
possessed dueto Hisdivinenature, enabling Himtoliveby
faith sinlessly. Better than all other men, He understood
thepurpose God isworking out, and Hebelievedit. Notice
to whom He said He could turn in time of need.

In terms of power, Hebrews 1:1-3 informs us that His
similarity to man ended upon Hisresurrection:

God, who at varioustimesandinvariouswaysspoke
in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in
these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He
has appointed heir of all things, through whom also
He made the world; who being the brightness of His
glory and the express image of His person, and
upholding all thingsby theword of Hispower, when
He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high.

The apostle is extolling the present power of the One
we worship. His authority and abilities have returned to
what they were before He became a man. One of the
ideas we are to take from this statement is that, if God
were somehow to die, everything would shortly fly apart,
so that even the physical life we now possess would end.
Thus, anyone who believes God is confronted with an
issue of clear, biblical logic about who sitsat the controls
of the universe under the Father.

What About Satan’s Powers?

We also need to consider Satan’ s powers and operations,
which become important to usin relation to the practical
use of our faith. We know from passages like Isaiah 14
and Ezekiel 28 that he is a magnificent, mighty being,
possessing innate powersfar beyond those of any fleshly
creation. For example, asfar asweknow helivesforever.
NoticeJob 1:6-12:

(continued on page 17)



prophecy watch

ALL ABOUT EDOM

PART ONE

These internecine conflicts go all the way back to
Cain and Abel, the first two siblings born of all
humanity—and their rivalry ended with the death of
Abel. Not only were these two brothers, but the
Hebrew of the Genesis account does not eliminate
the possibility that they may also have been twins.
The classic studies of sibling rivalry have been con-
ducted using sets of twins.

Other examplesof sibling rivalry havecomedown
to us through literature, stories, and more recently,
movies. Cinderella, for example, is astandard story
of sibling rivalry between Cinderella and her ugly
stepsisters. Shakespeare sometimes included this
particular twist in his plays, as in Much Ado About
Nothing, in which the prince and hisbrother viewith
one another throughout. Steinbeck used it in East of
Eden, as have many other authors. Producers and
directors have used it in movies like Legends of the
Fall, chronicling a rivalry among brothers, and A
League of Their Own, which included a subplot of a
rivalry between sisters.

However, when we think of sibling rivalry, many
of us bring to mind the classic conflicts of the Old
Testament: Cain and Abel, Ishmael and Isaac, Esau
and Jacob, Joseph and hisbrothers, and David and his
brothers, not to mention therivalriesamong David’ s
sons. Therewas even sibling rivalry among Christ’'s
disciples, who were not all blood brothers but as
brothersin the faith became caught up in the pursuit

of power (Matthew 20:20-28). The Parable of the
Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32) is, in part, about the
rivalry between the responsible older son and his
prodigal brother.

Arguably, the sibling rivalry that has had, perhaps,
the greatest impact on the entire plan of God is the
competitive relationship of Esau and Jacob. It is the
classic model of two siblings—twins—beginningon a
level playingfield, both struggling for attention, power,
and wealth. Each onein his carnality employs what-
ever means necessary to be superior to the other.

Perhaps what is most amazing is that this sibling
rivalry persists more than three and a half millennia
later, as their descendants continue to contend for
dominance over the other!

WRESTLING IN UTERO

Incredibly, therootsof thissiblingrivalry had begun
to grow even before they were born:

Now |saac pleaded with the Lorp for hiswife,
because she was barren; and the Lorp granted
his plea, and Rebekah his wife conceived. But
the children struggled together within her; and
she said, “If al is well, why am | like this?"
(Genesis25:21-22)

Women who have carried a child can relate to
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morning sicknessand fetal movements, but what Rebekah
experienced with these two fetuses engaging in wrestling
matchesin her womb is probably beyond our comprehen-
sion! Having an upset stomach or being somewhat queasy
just doesnot comparewith theabnormal amount of jostling
and grappling the unborn brothers were doing. It grabbed
her attention! Being a very wise woman, their mother

wenttoinquireof theLorp. AndtheLorp saidto her:
“Two nationsarein your womb, two peoplesshall be
separated from your body; one people shall be stron-
ger than the other, and the older shall serve the
younger.” (verses 22-23)

God put thisin perspective for her. In these two little
babies were the seeds of two great peoples who would
become populous and powerful nations that would com-
pete with each other for many generationsto come. When
we consider that this contentiousrelationship hasdirectly
and adversely affected many nations throughout history,
along withtheresultant sufferingsand deathsof millionsof
people, itisno laughing matter.

Notice that in His explanation, God predicted who
would ultimately prove dominant: the younger, whom we
know as Jacob or Israel. The apostle Paul comments on
thisin Romans9:10-13:

And not only this, but when Rebecca also had con-
ceived by one man, even by our father I saac (for the
children not yet being born, nor having doneany good
or evil, that the purpose of God according to el ection
might stand, not of works but of Him who calls), it
was said to her, “ The older shall servetheyounger.”
Asitiswritten, “Jacob | haveloved, but Esau | have
hated.”

The apostle uses this situation to illustrate that God’'s
choice, or election, isbased entirely on Hisgrace, not onany
kind of human merit. The human reasons often advanced for
the ongoing strife between the descendants of Esau and
Jacob aretherefore groundless, as God for Hisown purposes
has chosen to show favor to the nations of Israel and not
to Edom. However, despite their being denied national
greatness, Esau’'s descendants are not without hope of
salvation, though they must swallow their pride and admit
that “salvation is of the Jews’ (John 4:22), through the
Messiah, who descends from Judah, son of Jacob (see
Matthew 1:2, 16; Luke 3:23, 33-34; Hebrews 7:14).

The sibling rivalry of Esau and Jacob showed itself
again while Rebekah was giving birth to them:

Sowhen her dayswerefulfilled for her to givebirth,
indeed there were twins in her womb. And the first
came out red. He was like a hairy garment all over;
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so they called his name Esau. Afterward his brother
cameout, and hishand took hold of Esau’ sheel; sohis
name was called Jacob [meaning “heel-catcher” or
“supplanter”]. Isaac was sixty years old when she
borethem. So the boysgrew. And Esauwasaskillful
hunter, aman of thefield; but Jacob wasamild man,
dwellingintents. (Genesis 25:24-27)

From the outset, these two characters were complete
opposites. One was red and hairy, and the other was
probably paler and smooth-skinned (Genesis 27:11). One
enjoyed the outdoorswith all itsactivities, whilethe other
felt most comfortable indoors, perhaps engaging in more
studious enterprises. Esau seems to have been driven to
pursue one particular enterprise, hunting, with all of his
energy, and he was no doubt quite skilled in it. Jacab,
however, is described as a“mild man,” which in Hebrew
suggests he was a complete person, that is, he had awell-
rounded personality and could divide hisenergiesamong a
number of projects and interests. He was a man of great
ability in several areas.

AN ADDED WRINKLE

Asthetwo becameyoung men, their talentsand personali-
ties became evident, and it is here that another dimension
entersinto their rivalry. It seemsthat their parents played
favorites, as unfortunately occurs too often in families.
Such favoritism only heightens the competition between
siblings.

And Isaac loved Esau because he ate of hisgame, but
Rebekah loved Jacob. Now Jacob cooked a stew;
and Esau came in from the field, and he was weary.
And Esau said to Jacob, “Please feed me with that
same red stew, for | am weary.” Therefore his name
was called Edom. [Esau, remember, means “hairy”;
Edom means “red.”] But Jacob said, “ Sell me your
birthright asof thisday.” And Esau said, “Look, | am
about to die; so what is this birthright to me?” Then
Jacob said, “ Swear to measof thisday.” So he swore
to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. And Jacob
gave Esau bread and stew of lentils; then he ate and
drank, arose, and went his way. Thus Esau despised
hisbirthright. (Genesis25:28-34)

Thisistheaccount of their first significant conflict, and
the differences in their personalities come to the fore.
Jacob had a nose for opportunity, and once he recognized
that Esau was in a position of weakness, he started
negotiating. He was very much a businessman and a
wheeler-dealer, trying to get the advantage of hisrival, but
especially inthe areas that really matter. Thus, he made a
bold stroke, reaching for the birthright, that is, the double



portion of inheritance that came to the firstborn.

By hisreply, Esau showed that he had little grasp of the
worth of thebirthright. Infact, hevalued hislifefar above
his inheritance. He said to Jacob, in effect, “Look, if |
survive, thisbirthright may be of some profit, but right now
I will trade anything to live.” In essence, he counted his
birthright as worth no more than a meal! Esau’s major
problem was that he could not properly discern what was
truly important. The Bible's portrait of him suggests that
his complete attention fell on whatever was before him at
thetime, and thushetook no thought of thefuture, whether
of blessingsor problemsor consequences. Inwits, then, he
was no match for cunning Jacob.

Aspossessor of thebirthright, Jacob, withthehelp of his
mother, tricks his father Isaac into passing down the
blessing to him aswell (Genesis27:1-29). Upon discover-
ing this duplicitous turn of events, Esau is devastated:

When Esau heard the words of hisfather, he cried with
an exceedingly great and bitter cry, and said to his
father, “ Blessme—me also, O my father!” But [Isaac]
said, “Your brother came with deceit and has taken
away your blessing.” And Esau said, “Ishe not rightly
named Jacob? For he has supplanted me these two
times. Hetook away my birthright. And now | ook, he
has taken away my blessing!” And he said, “Haveyou
not reserved a blessing for me?’ Then |saac answered
and saidto Esau, “ Indeed | have made him your master,
and all his brethren | have given to him as servants;
with grain and wine | have sustained him. What shall |
do now for you, my son?’ (Genesis 27:34-37)

Even realizing what Jacob had done, Esau did not truly
understand what had happened. He cried out, in effect, “It
wasall Jacob’sdoing! | don’t bear any fault inall of this!”
God looks at it a bit differently, however. As Paul ex-
plained, God had already chosen Jacob, and though He
certainly did not approve of Rebekah and Jacob’ s tactics,
He allowed the blessing to fall on Jacob becauseit fit into
His purpose.

Hebrews 12:17 saysthat though Esau earnestly desired
the blessing, “he was rejected,” for he did not have the
strength of character to handle it for God’s purposes. He
had already shown that he “despised his birthright,” and
God judged that hewould have eventual ly shownthe same
scorn for the blessing. Esau is a classic example of a
despiser of good (I Timothy 3:3).

ESAU’S “BLESSING”

Once Isaac had given his—really God’' s—blessing, there
was nothing left for Esau. The blessing was an “all or
nothing” addition to the inheritance; it could not be por-
tioned between | saac’ stwo sons. Inreality, the subsequent
“blessing” Esau receives is tantamount to a curse. In the
New King James Version, it reads as if | saac blesses Esau
in Genesis27:39-40, yet itisnot ablessing but a prophecy:

Then Isaac his father answered and said to him:
“Behold, your dwelling shall be [away from] the
fatness of the earth, and [away from] the dew of
heavenfrom above. By your swordyou shall live, and
youshall serveyour brother; andit shall cometo pass,
when you become restless, that you shall break his
yoke from your neck.”

As shown here, the two uses of “of” in verse 39 have
been mistranslated; in this context, the Hebrew word
implies, not “belongingto,” but“from” or “ away from.” On
this verse, the Keil and Delitzsch Commentary on the
Old Testament observes, “By aplay upon thewords | saac
uses the same expression asin v. 28, ‘from the fat fields
of the earth, and from the dew,’ but in the opposite sense,
min being partitive[imparting] there, and privative[depriv-
ing] here, ‘from = away from.”” Thus, Isaac prophesies
that Esau’s descendants would live in an infertile, arid
area.

One consequence of this is prophesied in verse 40:
There will be continual strife between the “have,” Jacab,
andthe“have-not,” Esau; they would engagein aconstant,
internecine quarrel over “the fatness of the earth, and of
the dew of heaven.” More often than not, Jacob would be
dominant—until Esauwouldrebel infrustration and anger.
I saac predictsthat they will frequently cometo blows, and
occasionally, Esau’s descendants will enjoy the upper
hand for atime.

Esau’s utterly human reaction upon hearing Isaac’s
wordsis consistent with what we know of his personality:
“So Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which
his father blessed him, and Esau said in his heart, “The
daysof mourning for my father are at hand; then | will kill
my brother Jacob” (Genesis 27:41). Too late, he realized
the value of the blessing, and now his entire attention was
focused in hatred against his brother. Hebrews 12:15-16
describes his attitude toward Jacob as a “root of bitter-
ness,” a profound and deep-set animosity that ultimately
corrupts and defiles one who maintainsiit.

This reveals the mindset of Esau and his descendants,
the Edomites. Everything that should have beentheirswas
now Jacob’s, and they will fight until the bitter end of days
to get it back! Yet God saysit is not to be. His prophecy
inthe“blessing” allows Esau only occasional supremacy.
Since Jacob’ s seed possessed both the birthright and the
blessing, they would normally prevail and ultimately have
the ascendancy.

The birthright made Jacob the recipient of a double
portion of the inheritance, and the blessing was a gift of
God by which the patriarch passed on the promised family
blessings. These blessings included the patriarchy—"Be
master over your brethren” (Genesis 27:29)—which was
now Jacob’s! This meant that, upon Isaac’s death, the
leadership position in Abraham’ sfamily passed not to the
elder, Esau, but to the younger, Jacob. Esau was left to
form his own house, but without the power, position, and

(continued on page 12)
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WHATEVER HAPPENED
TO GNOSTICIS

PART TWO: DEFINING GNOSTICISM

Gnosticism is difficult to define because it comes in so many flavors and interpreta
IS not a separate denomination or religion but areligious philosophy. It is aframew
explain the nature of God, creation, good and evil, man, and the purpose of life. G
focusexclusively ontheinner life of the spirit, which they clearly differentiated fror
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Author R.V. Y oung, inhisbook Harold
Bloom: the Critic as Gnostic, summa-
rizes Gnostic teachingsthisway:

TheGnostics' teaching placesthe
originof evil, of painand suffering,
in the conditions of the material
creation; salvationinvolvesover-
coming ignorance and escaping
theseexternal conditionsby find-
ing divinity within. . . . The
Gnosticfindsthebeginning of the
path to salvation in the realiza-
tion that the world isa great im-
posture, a prison of pain and
frustration. His escapeliesin re-
covering the intrinsic good
within himself, the principle of
illumination that he shares with
other enlightened spirits. . . .
What makesit possiblefor theself
and God to commune so freely is
that the self already is of God.
(Emphasisoursthroughout)

Gnosticism contained only a few
core beliefs, but aslong asthey were
adheredto, they could beinfusedinto
any number of religions, including
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Christianity, Buddhism, Judaism, and
evenlslam (theGnosticform of which
is known as Sufism). The Gnostic
concepts are typically traced back to
thereligions of Persiaand India (Zo-
roastrianism and Hinduism), but they
havebeen added to and modified over
time, especially as they became en-
trenched in Greek culture. AsPlato’s
writings are full of Gnostic concepts,
hefurthered the cause of the Gnostics
tremendously.

Today, Jewish mystics practice a
religion known as Kabbalah, aGnos-
tic version of Judaism. Its most fa-
mous spokesperson right now isnone
other than Madonna, but other cel-
ebrated practitioners include Demi
Moore, Britney Spears, and Mick
Jagger. Kabbalah—a Hebrew term
that literally means* receiving”—holds
that it isthe “soul” of the Torah, and
that the secrets of life are hidden
withinitstext. It also usesand triesto
give the true meaning of the Jewish
“Oral Law.” Thus, it takes elements
of Judaism and arranges them ac-
cording to secret knowledge about
the nature of God, good and evil, and

the origin and destiny of man. Its
adherents believe that they have
found enlightenment, even as they
livenotoriously debased lives.

Galatian Gnosticism

Paul penned the book of Galatians
because church members in Galatia
wereturning away from the true gos-
pel and had embraced a false one
(Galatians 1:6-7). Early on, Paul had
to establish his credentials—that the
gospel he preached did not have its
source in any man, as Gnostic ideas
do, but had come directly from Jesus
Christ (verses 11-12). The Galatians
werereturning to the “weak and beg-
garly elements” (Galatians 4:9), re-
ferring tothedemonismthey had been
involved in prior to their conversion
(verse8). The Gentile Galatianswere
observing certain days, months, sea-
sons, and yearsthat had nothing to do
with God’s holy days (verse 10), but
were part of a system that elevated
rites and ceremonies above the sacri-
fice of Jesus Christ, even while pay-
ing lip serviceto Christianity.



M?

ions. By itself, it
rk from which to

nostics tended to
material life.

Paul addresses a philosophy that
venerated the Torah—and went so
far as to teach that one could be
justified by works of the law—but
alsoinvolved astrology and receiving
revelations from angels (Galatians
1:8). Because of the belief that the
spirit of a person was trying to get
back to heaven, worship of angelsand
astrology was a common tenet of
Gnosticism, since angel sand the pat-
terns of stars and planets were be-
lieved to hold keys to this spiritual
journey. Contrary to popul ar assump-
tion, Paul does not condemn God's
law in Galatians but a corrupt system
that was severely affecting the
church. That Gnostic system hap-
pened to include an emphasis on the
Old Covenant at the expense of Jesus
Christ’slife, death, and teachings.

Gnostic Christians borrowed the
idea of redemption through Christ,
but rather than believing that He re-
deemed them fromsin, they believed
that He would redeem them from
matter—that is, fromtheflesh, which
they considered to beinherently evil.
Atthecoreof Gnosticismisthebelief

that knowledge, typically secret
knowledge—knowledgefrom angels,
from the stars and planets, from the
ancients—was the path to holiness
and salvation. They believed that the
path of redemption was through
knowledge, and that the worst evil
was ignorance.

Thus, they did not endeavor to
overcome sin but ignorance. If they
could just become wise enough, they
reasoned, sin would not be a problem
because they would be more spiri-
tual than physical. Obviously, they
overlooked man’ sincurably sick heart
(Jeremiah 17:9), and the strugglethat
aperson must undertaketo overcome
it. The Gnostics believed that the so-
lution was found in greater under-
standing, rather than in a Savior and
High Priest who justifies and guides
us through a process of sanctifica-
tion. In essence, Gnostics would
rather learn than submit.

What is more, the knowledge that
the Gnosticssought alwaysoriginated
in something other than God and His
Word. We know that knowledge it-
self is not the problem. In the Bible,
knowledgeisgenerally presented asa
good thing. God goes so far asto say
that Israel is “destroyed for lack of
knowledge” (Hosea 4:6). However,
theknowledgeHemeansistheknowl-
edge of Himself and of His way of
life, not knowledgeasanendinitself.

In the New Testament, Paul tells
the congregation at Rome that |srael
has*azeal for God, but not according
to knowledge” (Romans 10:2). Isra-
elites like to think they are serving
God, but the way they go about it is
contrary to the instructions that God
gave them. Jesus Himself says that
eternal lifeisto know God and Jesus
Christ (John17:3), by whichHemeans
the experience of anintimaterelation-
shipwiththeFather and the Son, some-
thing the Gnosticswoul d never accept.
They believedthat aspiritual andthus
pure God would have nothing to do
with what they considered to be en-
tirely evil matter and flesh. They did
not care that God called His physical
creation “good”—even “very good”—
for they still saw it ascorrupt, aprison
from which to be liberated.

Gnosticism in Colossae

Colossians 2:8-10 givesanother gen-
eral definition of Gnosticism, aswell
as how to combat it:

Beware lest anyone cheat you
through philosophy and empty
deceit, accordingtothetradition
of men, according to the basic
principles of the world, and not
according to Christ. For in Him
dwellsall thefullnessof the[di-
vine nature] bodily; and you are
completeinHim, whoisthehead
of all principality and power.

Paul writes of a philosophy like
Stoicism, not aspecificreligion, such
as Judaism. Thisisimportant to rec-
ognize, since in verse 16, Paul men-
tionsthe Sabbath and holy days, and it
is commonly assumed that Paul con-
demnstheir observance. Y et, hedoes
not—he warns against a philosophy
that disparaged the feasting and joy-
ous observance of the Sabbath and
holy days. Thisiswhy Paul tells the
Colossiansto “let no one judge you”
with regard to eating, drinking, or
observing theweekly and annual Sab-
baths—rather than what iscommonly
read into Colossians 2:16: “Thereis
no reason to keep the Sabbath or holy
days.” Christians in Colossae were
being pressured by the ascetic soci-
ety around them, which would have
looked down on their feasting.

This is confirmed in the rest of
Colossians 2, which deals primarily
with asceticism (see especially
Colossians 2:21-23). Some branches
of Gnosticism adhered to asceticism
as away to free the eternal spirit by
living regimented, plain, and insular
lives. (Conversely, someGnosticswent
tothe other extreme—practicing hedo-
nism—believing that what they did
with their bodies did not make any
differencesinceonly spirit mattered.)

Paul says that this philosophy and
its associated doctrines were plau-
sible, but they werenot based on solid
arguments. He calls them “vain de-
ceit” (KJV) or “empty deceit”
(NKJV). They may sound good, de-
pending upon one’s inclination, but
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they endanger church members. The
apostle writes that they would be
“spoiled” (KJV), whichdoesnot nec-
essarily mean being “ corrupted,” but
rather of being “plundered,” hence
the NKJV's use of “cheated.” This
empty philosophy would rob or cheat
them of their faith, their hope, their
understanding of God, their relation-
ship with God, their vision, and the
purposethat Godisworkingout. Once
introduced, it would begin to steal
away all of their true, spiritual riches.

Paul also provides two possible
sources of this unsteady philosophy:
“thetraditionsof men” and the“ rudi-
ments of the world.” Examining the
“rudiments of the world” first will
help to explain the traditions of men.
Other translations call them the “ele-
ments of the world,” the “basic prin-
ciples of the world,” or “the powers
of theworld.” Inusing thisterm, Paul
is referring to the demonic powers
that make this world, this cosmos,
what it is. The source of this philoso-
phy of salvationthrough special knowl-
edge is Satan and the demons.

This explains why, when we read
the histories of various religions and
their branches, the samepatternsarise
time and again. Man does not have it
within himself to pass along accu-
rately and dependably ideas that go
back to the very beginning. With an
incessant drumming, the powers of
the world keep prompting men and
women in the same vain deceits that
directly contradict thetruth about God
and His purpose for mankind.

Humans certainly play a role in

handing down these traditions. Sun-
day school teachers and theologians
perpetuate the Gnostic myths of the
immortality of the soul, of eternal
consciousness, of progressive rev-
elation, of each person having aspark
of goodness within that just needsto
be fanned into a flame, and of each
soul or spirit existing beforeinheaven
and returning there upon death. Men
passthese traditions on to other men,
but the powers of the spirit world
keep these messengers on their track
and blinded to the truth.

A Counter to Gnosticism

The last phrase in Colossians 2:8—
“not accordingto Christ”—isasimple
one, but it encapsulateswhat thisisall
about. Not asingle branch of Gnosti-
cism had thetruth about Jesus Christ.
That knowledge can befound only in
God' sWaord.

At every turn, it seems, the main
object of Gnosticism wasto twist the
nature of Christ. Some Gnostics be-
lieved that Jesus was a man, but that
Christ entered into Jesus when He
was baptized and left Him right be-
fore He died. Other Gnostics believed
that Jesus did not really die—because,
after all, if He died, then He was not
really God. Others believed that He
could not have been perfectand sinless
because He created matter, which
Gnosticsbelieved to beevil. Andthere
were also those who believed that
Jesus Christ was a created being—
anideathatisstill affectingthefringes
of the church of God today.

So if we want to counter Gnosti-
cism, we must begin with the truth of
Jesus Christ. Paul emphasizes this in
verses 9-10: Jesuswasthe fullness of
thedivinenatureinbodily form,andHe
isthehead, theleader, the sovereign, of
every principality and power. Though
the Gnosticsin their various views al -
ways twisted or denied some aspect
of the nature and role of Jesus Christ,
these truths brought out by the apostle
are bedrock beliefsfor true Christians.

Also foundational to countering
Gnosticism is the truth that Jesus
brought. To combat the false knowl-
edgethat threatensto plunder our spiri-
tual riches, we must take the Bible as
thecompleteandinspired Word of God,
against which we can test any con-
cept, tradition, doctrine, or philosophy,
no matter how good it sounds on the
surface. Gnostics would not readily
accept the Bibleas God' sinspired rev-
elation, or if they did, they also held
that other ancient, secret writings
wereon par with Scripture, and could
be trusted to provide greater insight.

In addition, Gnosticswere also avid
proponentsof “ progressiverevelation,”
the belief that God is continuing to
reveal His will to mankind, but with
the implication that Holy Scriptureis
not as important as hearing directly
fromthespiritworld. Thus, sometoday,
while not entirely rejecting the Bible,
believethat “God” ispersonally reveal -
ingthingsto them—thingswhichoften
contradict what He has already given
to mankind in the Hiswritten Word.

[To BE CONTINUED]
—David C. Grabbe

prophecy watch aasout eqom

(continued from page 9)

wealth inherent within the birthright and the blessing.

In these prophecies, the Bible shows that dominant
family traits are passed down to succeeding generations.
Therefore, even today, Israelites generally think and be-
have much like their father Jacob, while Edomites still
retain the attitudes and drives of Esau. Though not every
Israeliteor Edomitewill imitate hisancestor’ spersonality

totheletter, thesetraitswill surface as national character-
istics, allowing perceptive observersto identify their ori-

12 DECEMBER 2006

ginsand fit them into Bible prophecy.

For Jacob’ s thefts of the birthright and blessing, Esau
hated his brother enough to begin to plot his death! This
burning hatred has been passed on from generation to
generation ever since that time, for approximately 3,700
years. This, then, providesuswith abasic understanding of
the contentious relationship between these two peoples.

[To BE CONTINUED]
—Richard T. Ritenbaugh



ready answer

“Be ready always to give an answer . . .” | Peter 3:15

Consider the End!

“Thus says the Lord,
‘Set your
house in order . . ."”
—I1 Kings 20:1

In reading Leo Tolstoy’s book, The Death of Ivan Ilych, | became
familiar for the first time with the Latin maxim, “Respice finem” which in
English means, “ Consider the end!” (see Deuteronomy 32:29 for asimilar
admonition from God). Spiritually, we all know that we must do this. We
hear at least some reference to it virtually every Sabbath and holy day at
church services. However, we should be considering the end physically
too—the end, of course, of our physical lives. As Hebrews 9:27 reads, “It
is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment. . . .”

Although, this second reference may initially seem unconnected with the
first, Herbert W. Armstrong frequently opined that Christians can express
God’'sway of love by living His way of give. Every act of God is donein
love, and the Bible frequently admonishes us to imitate the manner in
which He lives.

How do these two concepts, considering the end and living God’ s way
of give, tie together? For this article, these two major principles converge
when we live God' s way of give by preparing for old age and death.
Although it may be unpleasant for us to think about it in such practical
terms, we can do a great deal of giving by preparing for our end!

Lately, | have learned some worthwhile lessons from hel ping some good
friends with the financial and estate aspects of their senior years. They are
well worth considering. (Nota bene: This article is not meant to replace or
to serve as legal advice. If one should need legal advice on estate or any
other matters, the individual should contact alawyer or other legal expert.)

Mentioned in Scripture

Although this article may appear to tackle a rather physical subject, we all
realize that living God' sway of giveisaspiritual matter. The physical and
the spiritual are interwoven through our lives, and separating them leads to
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ready answer

unwholesome extremes and away from God'’s true path
toward His Kingdom.

Are such things as preparing for death and for the
distribution of our earthly goods mentioned at all in the
Word of God? Yes, as these examples prove:

And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new
covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of
the transgressions under the first covenant, that those
who are called may receive the promise of the
eternal inheritance. For where there is a testament,
there must also of necessity be the death of the testator.
For atestament is in force after men are dead.
(Hebrews 9:15-17)

The author of the book of Hebrews tells us that Jesus
Chrigt, the Testator mentioned here, made a testament—
another term for awill—for the benefit of His heirs,
those called to share in His eternal inheritance.
Knowing that we are to emulate our Elder Brother in all
things, these verses give an implied recommendation that
each of us should prepare awill as He did.

The Old Testament contains two well-known
references to men organizing their affairs before they
died:

Now when Ahithophel saw that his counsel was not
followed, he saddled his donkey, and arose and went
home to his house, to his city. Then he put his household
in order, and hanged himself, and died; and he was
buried in hisfather’ stomb. (11 Samuel 17:23)

Thisman did one thing right and one thing wrong. The
very wrong thing he did, of course, was to break the
sixth commandment by murdering himself. The very
right thing that he did was to put his house—his
physical and financial houseisimplied—in order.

The subject of the second reference to preparing for
the eventuality of death is King Hezekiah:

In those days Hezekiah was sick and near death. And
Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, went to him and
said to him, “Thus says the Lorb: ‘ Set your housein
order, for you shall die, and not live.”” (11 Kings 20:1)

This command must have been quite important because
God repeatsit for emphasisin Isaiah 38:1. If He
recommended thisto King Hezekiah, arranging for it to
be recorded twice in His Word, perhaps He recommends
it to us too.

Many of us have believed—and perhaps still do
believe—that Jesus Christ would return in our lifetimes,
and so we would not have to suffer old age and that
death we have called “the first death.” Perhaps He will—
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itiscertainly our sincere hope that Hewill! Yet, if God’s
timing is otherwise, He might then be saying to us, as He
said to Hezekiah: “You shall die and not live.” Perhaps
the wisest One in the whole universeisalso advising us,
“This being the case, set your houses in order.”

Will

At the very least, in order to organize our affairs
before we die, each adult should make a Will. A will,
according to LIoyd Duhaime, aVictoria, British
Columbia, lawyer, is“awritten and signed statement,
made by anindividual, which providesfor the disposition
of their property when they die.”

One may ask, however, “Why should | make awill?’
Perhaps we feel we are much too young to be
concerned about such a morbid document. Y et, if we
ask ourselves the following questions, we will see how
much awill is necessary, no matter what one’s age: “If
| were to die tomorrow . . .

+ ... what would happen to my minor children?’

+ ...who would look after them?”

+ ...wouldtheir guardians maintain God’s
standards (for example, with respect to the keeping
of the Sabbaths and holy days, clean diet, church
attendance, etc.)?’

+ ... what would happen to my belongings?”’

+ ... what would happen to my money?’

+ ... who would perform my funeral or memorial
service?”

+ ... what would happen to my remains?”

+ ...would my wishes regarding burial or cremation
be adhered to?’

All of these concerns, and many more, can be determined
beforehand by making and maintaining an up-to-date will.
To make awill, aperson can enlist the expensive
help of alawyer. However, in most nations, states, and
provinces, one can, quite legally, do it oneself with the
aid of self-help books and/or computer software. In the
United States and Canada, Self-Counsel Press publishes
an excellent series of publications for this purpose. In
addition, alittle program produced by Intuit software,
“It'sLegal,” isasimple program, but it works very well
(this software package is now titled “Will Expert”).



Once the user has answered a series of plain-English
guestions that the program asks him in an interview-
stylesession, it printsout alegally bindingwill, including
all the necessary legal terminology.

Because of changing requirements and family
circumstances, a person should ensure that hiswill is
current. Depending on one’s situation, of course, itis
recommended that an individual review hiswill and other
documents every two or three years. One can make
minor changes to awill, without revamping the whole
document, by use of an addendum called a Codicil.

In most areas, it is advisable for the testator (the person
making the will) to have an Executor. An executor,
according to LIoyd Duhaime, is*aperson specifically
appointed by atestator to administer the will ensuring that
final wishes are respected (i.e. that the will is properly
‘executed’). An executor is a personal representative.”
Although this may not be the casein all areas:

« In most jurisdictions, the executor can also be a
beneficiary in thewill (for example, afamily
member).

» One or more withesses are required to observe the
signing of the will by the testator. These witnesses
should not be beneficiariesin the will.

Power of Attorney

A will sets out our wishes for the period after we die.
But what if anindividual isstill alive yet unableto look
after his affairs? It isnot at all unusual for people, due
to old age, illness, or accident, to become unable to make
proper decisions about finances and other matters.

The Bible records an example of this, when Jesus
prophesies of Peter:

Most assuredly, | say to you, when you were
younger, you girded yourself and walked where you
wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out
your hands, and another will gird you and carry you
where you do not wish. (John 21:18)

We could very well apply His words to our senior
years too. When we are old and infirm, we may need
help with everyday matters that we take so much for
granted when in our strength. As indicated here, we
may need assistance even to dress ourselves and to get
around. If we get to this stage, we will also certainly
need help with our financial matters. Thisiswhere a
Power of Attorney becomes useful. Mr. Duhaime
informs usthat thisis

a document which gives a person the right to make

binding decisions for another, as an agent. A power
of attorney may be specific to a certain kind of
decision or general, in which the agent makes all
major decisions for the person who is the subject of
the power of attorney. The person signing the power
of attorney isusually referred to, in law, as the donor,
and the person that would exercise the power of
attorney, the donee.

In most cases, a close family member is usually
advisable for such a post. For church members, a close
family member who is also afellow church member is
an even better choice.

Living Will

There are matters beyond money to be considered for
the time when we get old and are less able to make
decisions. For instance, there is the concern of medical
preferences. In such cases, a Living Will might be
useful. Mr. Duhaime rel ates:

A living will is a document that sets out guidelines
for dealing with life-sustaining medical proceduresin
the eventuality of the signatory’ s sudden debilitation.
Livingwillswould, for example, inform medical staff
not to provide extraordinary life-preserving procedures
on their bodies if they are incapable of expressing
themselves and suffering from an incurable and
terminal condition.

We may include other stipulationsinto aliving will,
too. For example:

« Evenif | amin poor physical and/or mental shape,
| want to keep attending Sabbath and holy day
services with a solid church of God congregation as
long as | am reasonably able.

« | wish to continue to tithe and to give offerings to
the church.

« If | still have minor children, but become unable to
look after them, | would like such-and-such a person
to be their guardian.

+ Rather than going into a care home when the time
comes that | can no longer look after myself, | would
prefer to stay with one of my children, for aslong as
they are reasonably able to ook after me.

« When the time comes that my children are no

longer ableto look after me properly, | would like to
go into Such-and-such Care Home.
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« Whether with my children or in a care home, |
would like arrangements to be made to maintain a
clean and healthy diet, to observe God’s Sabbaths
and holy days, and to avoid celebrations such as
Christmas, Easter, Valentine's Day, Halloween, etc.

« When it becomes obvious that | am getting close to
the end of my life, | would like advance
arrangements to be made for me to be looked after
by the palliative care people, and eventually to go into
the local hospice.

Many of these arrangements must be discussed with
and approved by those affected by these decisions and
preferences. It would not be an expression of God’'s
lovetoblindsidearelative or friend with responsibilities
of this nature.

Life Insurance

Over the years, different points of view regarding the
affairs of our senior years have been heard in the
church. Two of the most disturbing are these:

+ “l won't be around, so why should | worry about it?’

+ “I havefaith that God will heal me but, if He chooses
not to, the church will look after everything!”

Neither of these approaches expresses God's way of
give. Contrary to some, the purchase of life insurance
does not indicate alack of faith in God and His ability to
heal. Rather, it is an act of love and concern for loved
ones who survive us. Life insurance can be money
extremely well spent, unless:

. oneisrich!

« one would rather prepay his funeral expenses.
After a recent negative experience with poor
customer service by the funeral directors, | cannot
recommend thisoption.

+ one would rather put some money away specifically
for that purpose. This preference contains a few
problems, the most obvious being that it is so easy to
dip into these funds to spend on other things.

For obvious reasons, life insurance premiums usually
increase with the age of the insured person. Life
insurance terminology may differ from areato area, but
when purchasing, a person should shop around and make
sure that he knows exactly what he is buying. Some plans
simply pay out a set amount when the insured dies.

2006

Othersinvolve abuilt-in savings plan that matures after
a certain period. Be careful with thistype, as a much
better savings interest rate may be available elsewhere.

Finally, anindividual should keep the payout of hislife
insurance separate from his will so that, when required,
the funds will not be tied up until the Probate (the
proving of the validity of thewill) iscomplete.

Downsize!

Many of us have seen the humorous saying, “The one
who dies with the most toys wins!” Of course, we know
that thisis not true. Another well-known proverb, which
istrue, contradicts the first: “You can’t take it with
you.” Solomon writes of human beings: “As he came
from his mother’ s womb, naked shall he return, to go as
he came; and he shall take nothing from his labor which
he may carry away in his hand” (Ecclesiastes 5:15).
Herbert Armstrong frequently urged the church
membership to simplify their lives, pointing out that
having and maintaining too much physical “stuff” can
even, if we are not careful, impede our spiritual growth.
Failing to downsize can have its downsides! If we die
with our wholelife' scollection of belongingsstill inour
possession, there will be at least two negative effects:

1. They add to the value of one’s estate, and
therefore increase the amount of the taxes and/or
probate fees one’s heirs must pay to the
government.

2. One’s beloved heirs may have to tidy this stuff up,
sort it, moveit, storeit, inventory it, and if they do
not want it, get rid of it somewhere.

Aswe go through our adult lives, we tend to
accumulate “treasures” of all kinds: furniture, tools,
literature, hobby materials, cars, etc. Eventually, we find
that much of our “stuff” is merely taking up space. In
addition, if we, as many seniors do, decide to moveto a
smaller home, space can become valuable.

Once diminished health and strength no longer allow
us to use many of these items, they become completely
worthless to us, so we may as well get rid of them. Sell
them or give them to someone who can make good use
of them. If neither of these courses of action fit the bill,
donate them to alocal thrift store.

God sway isloving and giving. Thisisthe bottom line.
If we love our heirs and want to give them something
practical and constructive, consider the end! Begin making
preparations for old age and for facing that final enemy,
death (I Corinthians 15:26). In away, we will still be
expressing God’s way of give from the grave!

—John Plunkett
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(continued from page 6)

Now there was a day when the sons of God came to
present themselves before the Lorp, and Satan also
came among them. And the Lorp said to Satan,
“From where do you come?’ So Satan answered the
Lorp and said, “From going to and fro on the earth,
and from walking back and forth on it.” Then the
Lorp said to Satan, “Have you considered My ser-
vant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a
blamel ess and upright man, one who fears God and
shuns evil?” So Satan answered the Lorp and said,
“DoesJob fear God for nothing?Have Y ou not made
ahedgearound him, around hishousehold, and around
all that he has on every side? Y ou have blessed the
work of his hands, and his possessions have in-
creased in the land. But now, stretch out Y our hand
andtouchall that he has, and hewill surely curseY ou
to Your face!” And the Lorp said to Satan, “Behold,
all that he hasisinyour power; only do not lay ahand
on his person.” So Satan went out from the presence
of the Lorb.

This clearly illustrates that, despite having far greater
natural powers than a man, Satan can do nothing against
any of God's children that God does not permit. God is
overseeing our preparationfor HisKingdom, and the Devil
is, inreality, adupein God’s handsto that end. Verse 10
shows that God puts, asit were, a protective wall around
us, commanding Satan, “This far and no farther.”

Revelation 20:1-3, 7 adds:

Then | saw an angel coming down from heaven,
having thekey to the bottomless pit and agreat chain
inhishand. Helaid hold of thedragon, that serpent of
old, whoisthe Devil and Satan, and bound him for a
thousand years; and he cast him into the bottomless
pit, and shut him up, and set aseal on him, so that he
should deceive the nations no moretill the thousand
years were finished. But after these things he must
be released for a little while. . . . Now when the
thousand years have expired, Satan will be released
from hisprison.

Like everybody else, Satan has only the power God
created in him and thelatitude to useit only as He permits
and no more. The power givento himismeted out for what
God wants him to accomplish for His purposes. Seeing all
of the horriblethings happening on earth, we may suppose
that his power isunlimited, but it most assuredly is not.

Bringing It Around to Us

Consider this: We all know Jesus did wonderful thingsin
healing people, preaching, and working miracles—even

walking on water—yet John 14:10-11 declares that the
works He performed were done by the Father. It will
help to make this personally applicable to our Christian
lives.

Jesus saysto Hisdisciplesin John 15:5, “| am thevine,
you are the branches. He who abidesin Me, and | in him,
bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.” He
speaks directly to us, stating a principle we must learn to
livewith. The power to do spiritual works, to overcome, to
producethefruit of God’ s Spirit, to be used by God in any
righteous manner comes from above. Israel’s journey
through the wilderness illustrates this. Every step of the
way was physically empowered by the manna and water
God provided.

Understanding God’s hand in our preparation for the
Kingdom of God isalso advanced by remembering that we
are the clay sculpture our Creator is molding and shaping
(Isaiah 64:8). Doesany work of art—any painting, carving,
drawing, tapestry, work of literature, or fine meal for that
matter—have inherent power to shape itself?

The natural man, even apart from God’s purpose, is a
magnificent work of art. David writesin Psalm 139:14, “|
am fearfully and wonderfully made.” Y et, when born into
the Kingdom of God, we will be the most magnificent
masterpieces there are, far superior to what we are now.
To mold and shape us into God’s image requires love,
wisdom, and multiple other powers far beyond anything
any person—even Jesus as a human being—has.

We must explore this subject even more specifically so
that we can grasp the importance of doing everything we
canto protect and to makeour relationship with God ever
better. What we will find indicates how much God
empowers us in our salvation and preparation for His
Kingdom.

Jesussaysin John 6:44, “No one can cometo Meunless
the Father who sent Medraws him; and | will raise him up
at the last day.” God summons usto reveal Himself to us.
Paul addsin Romans 2:4, “ Or do you despise the riches of
His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not know-
ing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance?’
God gifts us with repentance. Ephesians 2:8 advances us
another step farther: “For by grace you have been saved
through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of
God.” God gives us grace and faith to perform what He
requires of us (verse 10).

Acts 5:30-32 declares more of God'’ s gifts:

The God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you
murdered by hanging on atree. Him God has exalted
to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to give
repentanceto Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we
are His witnesses to these things, and so also is the
Holy Spirit which God has given to those who obey
Him.

FORERUNNER

17



p e rS O N al Power Belongs to God

These verses contain three more things God provides:

1. He provides our Savior through the perfect life
and death of Jesus of Nazareth;

2. Heresurrected that Savior following Hisdeath; and
3. He gives us His Spirit.

Beyond these are many more gifts, as Romans 4:25—
5:2explains:

...whowasdelivered up because of our offenses, and
was raised because of our justification. Therefore,
having been justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom
also we have access by faith into thisgracein which
we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

Godjustifiesus, grantsus peacewith Him, and givesus
access into His very presence. Romans 5:5 then tells us
Hislove comesto usby His Spirit. Verses9-11 show God
providesuswiththeresurrected Christ asour High Priest,
and it is He who saves us because, as the living Head of
the church, it is His job to save us prepared for His
Kingdom.

Hebrews 2:10-11 adds another gift:

Foritwasfittingfor Him, forwhomareall thingsand
by whom areall things, in bringing many sonstoglory,
to make the captain of their salvation perfect through
sufferings. For both He who sanctifies and those
who are being sanctified are all of one, for which
reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren.

God sanctifies us through Jesus Christ and graciously
justifies us by means of Christ’ sblood, providing uswith
His Son’s righteousness and granting us entrance into a
relationship with Him. The sanctification process writes
the laws of God in our hearts and minds, making His
righteousness real and practical to daily life. During this
process, which requires our cooperation with Himin His
purpose, we literally become conformed to the image of
Jesus Christ. The overwhelming majority of Christian
works come to the fore within this process as part of the
preparation for God’ s Kingdom.

Inl Corinthians 12:4-11, Paul identifiesamultitude of
giftsbeyond thelovethat God providesfor Hispeople by
means of His Spirit. Ephesians 4:7, 11-14 gives more
specifics as to why the gifts are given:

But to each one of us grace was given according to
the measure of Christ’'s gift. . . . And He Himself
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gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the
equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for
the edifying of the body of Christ, till weall cometo
theunity of thefaith and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no
longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried
about with every wind of doctrine, by thetrickery of
men, in the cunning craftiness by which they liein
wait to deceive. . . .

God gives giftsto each of usto enable usto perform our
functionsinthechurchandinHispurpose. Hisgiftsaid us
in doing the works of sanctification. Additionally, He
provides the ministry to supply human guidance aswell.

John the Baptist saysin John 3:27, “ A man can receive
nothing unlessit has been given to him from heaven.” He
responded inthismanner because othershad told him how
Jesus' fame was eclipsing his own, thinking he would be
jealous. But John understood and submitted to God's
governance. God does not gift everybody in the same
manner but according to His purpose for him or her. In
Philippians4:19, Paul suppliesanoverall guideline: “ And
my God shall supply all your need accordingto Hisriches
in glory by Christ Jesus.” Do we trust the apostle’s
statement?

Thisiswhy our relationshipwith God must be protected
at all costs. James instructs:

Every good gift and every perfect giftisfrom above,
and comes down from the Father of lights, with
whom thereisno variation or shadow of turning. Of
Hisownwill Hebrought usforth by theword of truth,
that wemight beakind of firstfruitsof Hiscreatures.
(James 1:17-18)

Thisrelationshipisthe sourceof everything pertaining
to salvation. God asksof usto giveHim our livesasliving
sacrificesin cooperationwith Hiswill sothat His purpose
for us can be completed.

What appears in these two articles can significantly
impact our lives both now and especially in the future as
the pressure of the time of the end intensifies. Virtually
everything hinges onwhat we chooseto devote ourselves
to in becoming prepared. The articles that follow will
address what we must do now.

[TO BE CONTINUED]

InChristianlove,

s S



Is France Ditching the EU?

The inclusion of Bulgaria and Romania into the European
Union on January 1, 2007, marks a significant turning point
in its history—though not necessarily in a positive way.
Strategic Forecasting (Stratfor) puts it this way:

Theinclusion of Bulgariaand Romaniain the European
club will transform the fundamental character of the
union—more so than the addition of any other mem-
bers to date—and help to usher in its downfall as a
political grouping. (“Geopolitical Diary,” October 27,
2006)

The accession of Bulgariaand Romaniais attractiveto the
EU for a number of reasons. For one, it brings the Balkans
further under the umbrella of the West, allowing the EU to
absorb the remaining Balkan states slowly. Additionally,
both Bulgaria and Romania border on the Black Sea—to
which the EU has previously not had access. This is
significant for both strategic and economic reasons.

Nevertheless, not all is rosy in the addition of these two
new members—at least not for the core European states.
Until recently, France and Germany have largely been the
EU’s driving forces, both politically and economically.
Yet, with each new EU ascension, France and Germany
must struggle harder to impose their combined will upon
the rest of the union. But, as Stratfor says, “[I]n a union
of 27, the fundamental math changes,” for when making
union-wide decisions, each member state has a number of
votes more or less proportionate to its population. Under a
25-member EU, France and Germany held sufficient voting
weight together to block any measures they did not want.
However, the two new members tip the balance; combined,
the other EU states will have the voting power to override a
Franco-German veto.

In other words, the EU—a project proposed and driven by
France, essentially to allow Paristo punch aboveitsweight—
has now outgrown its “master.” It is now theoretically
possiblefor the EU to make adecision without France having
any recourse to counter it. How long will it be until France
wearies of this and quits its own project?

Some indicators suggest that France is already on its way
out—albeit slowly. For starters, the French—along with
the Dutch—voted against the EU constitution. When this
foundational document was put before the French people,
they rejected it, realizing that the EU was slipping outside the
bounds of what they desired. Rather than institutionalize
something against their desires, this core country rejected
the EU constitution.

Additionally, France's leadership has begun challeng-
ing the EU’s common monetary policy (Stratfor Global
Intelligence Brief, “France: Second Guessing the
Eurozone,” November 16, 2006). In an interview on
November 11, 2006, PrimeMinister DominiquedeVillepin

challenged the authority of the European Central Bank
(ECB)—the institution responsible for Europe’s common
currency and monetary policy—to set policies that affect
exchange rates and interest rates, warning that current
policies hurt exports. Europe, he said, needs a “monetary
shield,” implying a desire for an artificially weaker euro
to strengthen the competitiveness of European export-
ers—though the exporters he is most concerned about
are those in France.

He is essentially saying that the ECB should stop being
independent—and thus immune to political meddling—so
that some of the member states (read, France) can influence
monetary policy. His desire is for monetary policy that
allows France to keep certain inefficient aspects of its social
welfare state, while simultaneously allowing fast economic
growth through low interest rates. In short, de Villepin
wants the ECB to cater to the interests of France. It will not
dothis, and with the addition of Bulgariaand Romania—both
of which are much more pro-America and pro-free-mar-
ket—France will be unable to muscle through a change by
passing a law.

France's ability to manipulate the EU is becoming in-
creasingly more difficult. As Stratfor says,

This means that many French leaders are beginning to
second-guess not only France's rationale for being in
groupings like the eurozone, but even in organizations
like the European Union. . . . If Franceistoremainin
the union in the long-term, one of two things will need
to change. Either the bloc’s other 24 (soon to be 26)
capitals will have to begin acceding to French desires,
or France will have to become just another country.
Those who know Europeans know that neither is
particularly likely.

Along these same lines, the CIA warned in 2004 of the
potential collapse of the EU within fifteen years, based
largely on what France decides:

One view has been that since the EU is a primarily
French creation—an attempt to preserve French power
in Europe and to enhance France economically—its
fate will depend on France. In crises, the French either
[will write] a new constitution or violently [dismantle]
the state [the EU]. This suggests that Europe may end
in an explosive collapse. (National Intelligence Council
Europe Workshop, April 28-29, 2004).

If Franceisalready beginning to believe that the EU has
outlived its usefulness, fifteen years may be rather opti-
mistic.

—David C. Grabbe

FORERUNNER 19



Ible Study

Miracles

Jesus Christ

Water Into Wine, Part Two

Sometimes, God’ s commands are puzzling to the human mind. Hetellsus,
“’For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,’ says the Lorp. ‘For as the heavens

are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts

(Isaiah 55:8-9). We may not understand why He gives them, or we may feel they are out of touch with our
circumstances, but we are to obey His every command, for His wisdom is greater than ours. In fact, as Paul
writes, “ The foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men” (I

Corinthians 1:25). We can see this factor at work in Jesus’ miracle at Cana.

In the ancient Near East, with its scarcity of water, wine was a necessity rather than aluxury, so it came to
symbolize sustenance and life. Due to its close relationship to the ongoing life of the community, in association
with grain and oil, wineis also representative of the covenant blessings God promised to Israel for obedience,
and which He would withhold for disobedience. Finally, wine also represents joy, celebration, and festivity,
expressing the abundant blessings of God.

1. What isthe quality of Christ’s miracles? John 2:6-7.
CommenT: Normally, the water pots supplied water for the
ceremonial washings in accordance with Jewish tradition
(Mark 7:3-4). Each water pot could hold two to threefirkins
of water, equivalent to 17 to 25 gallons. This means that the
six water pots could hold a total of about 150 gallons of
water! When Christ blesses, He does it abundantly! On
other occasions, Jesus miraculously provided more than
enough food (Mark 8:8; John 6:13). His generous abundance
in giving coincides with the wealth of Hislovingkindness.
2. Could a person abuse the abundance of a miracle?
CommMENT: Potentially, wine can generate either positive or
negative results. Negatively, wine can be abused, causing a
person to lose self-control. “Wineisamocker, strong drink
is a brawler, and whoever is led astray by it is not wise”
(Proverbs20:1); and “ do not be drunk withwine, inwhichis
dissipation” (Ephesians 5:18). When Jesus made the water
into wine, He did not intend for the wedding guests to get
drunk. Heprovided theright amount for the number of people
in attendance to enjoy themselves but not lose control.
3. Is Christ running awelfare program with His miracles?
John2:7-8.
ComMENT: Jesusshowsusthat God ispleased to use human
instrumentsin performing thewondersof Hisgrace. Hedid
nothingin changing water to winethat wasunnecessary for
Himto do. Theservantsfilled the vessel sand took thewine
to the master of the marriagefeast. Therewasno reason for
Christ todothiskind of work for them. Instead, He did what
no oneelsecould do. Thisprincipleappliesto Hiswork inus:
Hedoesnot do thingsfor usthat we can do oursel ves. Further,
Hewill not perform miraclesif they would destroy industrious-
ness or encourage laziness and irresponsibility. Miracles do
not excuse us from carrying out our responsibilities.
Likewise, faithwithout worksisdead (James2:14-19). It
isan honor towork with Godinfaithto accomplish Hiswill,
and if done with the right attitude, no one ever regrets his
involvement in that service. God’'s commands are usually
not easy to do, but they are possible—and necessary to
do—if wewant Hisblessing. Inlight of thisprinciple, Paul

states, “If anyone will not work, neither shall he eat” (Il
Thessalonians 3:10). This miracle prods all who follow
Christ to grow infaith.

4. What part does obedience play in the receipt of blessings?
CommEenT: When Christ desires to bestow a blessing, He
often first gives a command, but since the carnal mind is
enmity against God (Romans8:7), humansoftendo not like
God or Hisservants“telling them what to do.” Peoplewant
to have privileges without responsibilities and blessings
without faithful obedience. Some of Christ’s miracles are
associated with commands, which must be obeyed for the
miracle to occur. Thus, a person who lacks spiritual bless-
ings may be lacking obedience, so animprovement in obe-
dienceto God oftenincreasesblessings. Obedienceisakey
to great blessings.

Similarly, Jamesreveals God' scommand regarding sick-
nessesand injuriesthat interferewith our normal activities:
“Isanyoneamongyousick?L et him call for theeldersof the
church, andletthem pray over him, anointinghimwithoil in
thenameof theLord” (James5:14-16). God doesnot always
tell uswhy we should do something, and frankly, we do not
need explanationsin order to obey. Puzzlement only shows
our lack of wisdom, not God'’s.

Running out of wine at the wedding feast could poten-
tially have resulted in serious legal consequences for the
wedding couple. Christ made up the deficiency, just asHe
doesregarding our salvation (Acts4:12). Wineisasymbol
of joy. When the wine ran out, the wedding feast began to
lose its joy, but Christ’s miracle brought it back to the
wedding. This parallels the sinner’s need for salvation.
When we accept Christ as our Savior, repent, and are
baptized, we become a new creation just as the water was
changed to the finest new wine. Great joy is the result.

John 2:11 saysthat thismiracle manifested Jesus' glory.
Making water into wine glorified Him, as does bringing
sinnersto salvation. Sin makes usfall short of the glory of
God (Romans 3:23), but salvation brings glory to God
(Ephesians 1:12) and eventually to us (Romans 8:17, 30).

—Martin G. Collins
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