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Babylon

Part Six: The Woman’s Character

Moses writesin Deuteronomy 7:6-11:

For you areaholy peopletothelL orp your God,;
the Lorp your God has chosen you to be a
peoplefor Himself, aspecial treasure aboveall
the peoples on the face of the earth. The Lorp
did not set His love on you nor choose you
because you were more in number than any
other people, for you were the least of all
peoples; but because the Lorp loves you, and
because He would keep the oath which He
swore to your fathers, the Lorp has brought
you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed
you from the house of bondage, from the
hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Therefore
know that the Lorp your God, He is God, the
faithful God who keeps covenant and mercy
for athousand generationswiththosewholove
Him and keep His commandments; and He
repays those who hate Him to their face, to
destroy them. He will not be slack with him
who hates Him; He will repay him to hisface.
Therefore you shall keep the commandments,
the statutes, and the judgments which | com-
mand you today, to observe them.

God succinctly expressesthat thebasisof Hisand
Israel’ srelationship is found in His faithfulness to
Hispromises. At the sametime, He openly declares
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Hislovefor her, adding that she could add nothingto
Him. In other words, Hedid not seek her out to“ get”
something from her ashumansdo. Thispassage al so
stipulatesthat | srael’ sresponsibility intherelation-
ship was to be faithful to Him by keeping His
commandments, statutes, and judgments. Theseterms
contain nothing hidden or mysterious.

M oses wrote Deuteronomy early in the relation-
ship, but later writings vividly portray what hap-
pened. Thisarticlewill explainwhy thistremendously
beneficial relationship degenerated and how |srael
earned the names Sodom, Egypt, Babylon, harlot,
and mother of harlotsinthebook of Revelation. Like
aninset chapterin Revelation, thisarticlewill provide
background information to help make understanding
fuller, deeper, and clearer. It may be somewhat of a
digression, but one intended to highlight practical
applications that might otherwise be missed.

Most of us live in the midst of the end-time
manifestation of BabylontheGreat. We, likeDaniel,
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, are surrounded
by it and subject to its influence minute-by-minute.
Regardlessof wherewelive, weare captivetoit and
cannot physically flee from it becauseitisaworld-
wide system. However, we can resist it and escape
its spiritual influence if we understand what draws
us to it and what we must do to counteract its
seductive attraction. Recognizing it is essential to
coming out of it.
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A Deceitful Bow

God informs usin Psalm 78:56-57 of a devious charac-
teristic He found in Israel: “Yet they tested and pro-
vokedtheM ost High God and did not keep Histestimonies,
but turned back and acted unfaithfully liketheir fathers;
they wereturned asidelikeadeceitful bow.” A deceitful
bow is one that gives every appearance of being good
andtruetoitspurposeuntil puttothetest. Inthepressure
of battle, it fails to shoot arrows where the archer aims
them.

This illustration is one of the many ways God de-
scribes His marriage relationship with Israel. He de-
scribesher in Ezekiel 16 asbeinglikeabeautiful woman,
full of promise, who eagerly entered into marriage with
Him, vowing to Him as she agreed to the covenant, “ All
that the Lorp has said we will do and be obedient”
(Exodus 24:7). However, under the tests of life, shedid
not behave like a faithful wife. She quickly broke her

Where Do the Clues Point?

Atthispoint, itishelpful toremember that the book of
Ezekiel indicatesthat itsmessage appliestotheendtime.
Clearly addressed to Israel, it was written more than a
hundred years after the nation of Israel fell inwarfareto
Assyria and was transported into captivity. Ancient
Judah heard its message, but Judah comprised only a
small part of Israel. The mgjority of Israel never received
this message, even though God addressed it to them.

Through Ezekiel, God useswhat happened beforethe
prophet’s time as the basis for end-time prophecies—
historieswrittenin advanceto guidetheend-timechurch
of God. Ancient Israel has regrouped in what the media
frequently refer to as “the West,” and most of the end-
time church is located within its boundaries. Because
modern Israel’s conduct has closely paralleled ancient
Israel’s, we can learn how God evaluates us and what
will happen in the years ahead.

How can God make such a harsh judgment asto call
Israel Sodom, Egypt, and Babylon? Luke 12:47-48 con-
tainsaprinciple of judgment that explainswhy:

And that servant who knew his master’ s will, and
did not prepare himself or do according to hiswill,
shall be beaten with many stripes. But he who did
not know, yet committed things worthy of stripes,
shall be beaten with few. For everyone to whom
muchisgiven, from him muchwill berequired; and
to whom much has been committed, of him they
will ask the more.

No other nation in the history of mankind has been
given so much, especially concerning the knowledge of
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vowstobesubmissivetoHimand Himonly, unfaithfully
behaving worsethan acommon street harlot! Noticethis
description of their relationshipin Ezekiel 16:27-30:

“Behold, therefore, | stretched out My hand agai nst
you, diminished your allotment, and gave you up
to the will of those who hate you, the daughters of
the Philistines, who were ashamed of your lewd
behavior. You also played the harlot with the
Assyrians, because you were insatiable; indeed
you played the harlot with them and still were not
satisfied. Moreover you multiplied your acts of
harlotry as far as the land of the trader, Chaldea;
and even then you were not satisfied. How
degenerate is you heart!” says the Lord Gopo,
“seeing you do all these things, the deeds of a
brazen harlot.”

God and how people must conduct their lives. Israel
should know better than to act as it does, therefore its
judgmentissterner. God holdslsrael to standardshigher
than He holds other nations to.

DoestheBibletruly defineitsown symbols?If it does,
thenthe“woman” figureissurely itssymbol for acity or
nation. Thereisno doubt the Womanriding the Beast in
Revelation 17 symbolizesan entity of considerablepower,
as she is portrayed as controlling the fearsome Beast.
She is not a church.

Ancient Babylonisthemodel for theWoman of Revela-
tion 17 and 18. Was ancient Babylon only a church? No!
Ancient Babylon was both a city and nation that manu-
factured, conducted business, and madewar. Didit have
its brandsof religion? Of courseit did. However, Babylon
wasfar more—it wasahighly developed, compl ete, anti-
God culture founded by Nimrod and developed to its
ancient peak of power by Nebuchadnezzar.

Theend-time Mystery, Babylonthe Great, will bethe
same complete package, only far greater in terms of its
influence and power because these are now worldwide.
It is Babylon the Great. Most of us reading this article
livein the end-time epitome of Babylon.

The name “Mystery” has an interesting aspect. Con-
servative, Protestant commentaries all make a point to
say the Woman is the Catholic Church. If that is true,
then everybody—even commentators who lived hun-
dreds of years ago—already seemsto know who sheis.
Where is the mystery?

TheBeast’ spowerissymbolically portrayedin Revel a-
tion 13 as consisting of the strongest parts of a bear,
leopard, and lion, each of whichisafearsomebeastinits
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The Beast and Babylon

own right. Does not the question in Revelation 13:4,
“Who can make war with him?” proclaim the Beast’s
power is such that nobody would even attempt it? The
question implies fear to make war against it, yet the
Womanin Revelation 17 isriding the Beast. Sheisshown
inthe position of control, astherider of ahorse directsthe
much stronger horse to go where he wantsit to go.
Previously, we searched the Biblefor evidence of the

Exporting ldolatry

Israel isadeceitful bow; unfaithfulnessinitsrelationship
withGodisakey toitsidentity. God hasidentified where
Israel isnow located, and it remains to be seen whether
we will take advantage of this revelation and humbly
submit in gratitude to the great God, allowing Him to
carry out Hisworks of creation in us. His revelation of
the mysterious but tremendously influential Woman of
Revelation 17 is given, as Paul says in Romans 16:26,
“for obedience to the faith.”

We saw the Woman described as proud to the point of
arrogance, wealthy, and committed to alifestylefeaturing
acompromising, self-absorbed avoidance of suffering. In
light of biblical clues, towhom canthisapply except Israel ?

IntheWoman’ simpatient desirenot to suffer, shewill
compromisewith righteousness by telling all manner of
liesto herself and others. To please herself, she pushes
aside her covenant responsibility of submitting to His
commandments, statutes, and judgments. God does not
demand that one should seek to suffer, for in itself
sufferingisnotinherently righteous. Indeed, sufferingin
the wrong attitude is destructive, not edifying. He hates
the Woman’ sdeceitful, compromising attitude.

Through modern Israel’ s example, we see hypocrisy
onaninternational scaleasshedeceitfully paimshersel f
off as a Christian nation—a nation of people who have
made the New Covenant with God to be faithful to Him.
Is Israel Christian? How does Israel manifest its mas-
sive, worldwideharlotry?Mystery, BabylontheGreat is
not achurch, but does she have areligious component to
her? Absolutely!

The religious component is not just what this world
considers as Christianity, but it also consists of awide
variety of “New Age” religions, which are nothing more
than pantheistic worship of the occult—witchcraft and
demonworshipinanicedress. It al so practicesanumber
of the doctrines of ancient Gnosticism woven into its
modern “Christian” religion. Occult worship has also
given birth to Buddhism and its spin-off, Hinduism. In
addition, Israel has made Islam itsown. I srael exportsa
tremendously wide variety of idolatries, including the
waorship of celebrities from the film and athletic indus-
tries. We, more than any other nation, have accepted
these false religions and spread them worldwide.
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Woman'’ scharacteristicsto determineher identity among
today’ speoples. Thereisno other viable candidate than
Israel, the end-time progeny of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. Only with lIsrael did God make a marriage
covenant, reveal Himself, and give HisWord. Israel isa
nation of unparalleled blessings and grave responsibili-
ties that nonetheless turned its back on its great bless-
ings, even forgetting who it is.

Most, if not all, of these are nothing more than direct
descendantsand modern representationsof thereligious
formsestablished in ancient Babylon under Nimrod and
Semiramis. Israel had a great deal of contact with the
Babylon of Daniel and Jeremiah’ s day, Egypt, Canaan,
Assyria, Persia, Greece, and Rome. | srael adopted parts
of each of these cultures and adapted them to her
faithless relationship with God. Each of these added to
the list of what God in His Word calls fornications or
adulteries. The spiritual reality is that these adopted
practices were idolatry.

Revelation 12:9 states, “ So the great dragon was cast
out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who
deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and
his angels were cast out with him.” One of the greatest
end-time deceptions Satan has perpetrated has been to
convince peoplethat the I sraelitish countriesare Chris-
tian. A direct result of this has been the impulse in
Israelitesto colonize, partly in order to spread and share
its“gospel” with those considered heathen. In so doing,
she has spread the wine of her religious influence
worldwide. All it has succeeded in doing is to give
Christianity abad name and to spread lies about thetrue
God and the purpose He is working out.

The Dutch were the first of the modern Israelitish
nationsto carry their Babylonish/Roman brand of Chris-
tianity to other nations as they sought raw materials,
cheap labor, and markets for their manufactured goods.
The French, the British, and the Americans in turn
followed their example.

Genesis49:22 predictsregarding Joseph, Jacob’ sson
through Rachel, “Joseph is a fruitful bough, a fruitful
bough by awell; hisbranchesrun over thewall.” Joseph,
modern Britain and America, is prophesied to be an
unusually prosperous people whose influence spreads
far and wide beyond their home locations. At the end
time, they have been at the forefront of spreading the
“wine of the wrath of her fornication” by means of
their cultural influences.

Meanwhilein their homelands, Satan has convinced
most Britons and Americansthat everybody, regardless
of personal beliefsand conduct, isworshipping the same
God, the God of true Christianity! What mass confusion
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and ahorrificinfluencethishasbeen. Indoing this, they
make God to be a sovereign over mass confusion,
unconcerned about what peopl e believe about Him or how

Is Israel Christian?

Most Americans believe the Founding Fathers of this
republic were Christian men. They, for the most part,
were men of considerable education, amplewealth, and
high moral character, who had a wonderful but carnal
vision of anation. Their morality wasindeed largely in
agreement with biblical morality, but true Christiansthey
were not, even though they and others would identify
themselves as Christians. On the other hand, they were
not secularists, who believein no God or that He has no
influenceontheir lives.

Some of them were Deists, who believe God exists
and created all things but do not truly believe God as a
true Christiandoes. Deistsdo not believe Godisactively
involved, participating in and governing His creation.
They do not believethe great God ismoving history and
time toward a predetermined end. They essentially
believe God created, stepped aside, and now merely
“watches” what is going on. To them, the Creator is not
actively working out any real purpose other thanthat He
is“saving” men.

Thus, they did not believe themsel ves subject to Him
in understanding and loving cooperation. As good as it
is—and it is better than any other nation that has ever
existed with the exception of ancient Israel at Mount
Sinai—America’ sconstitutional foundation, which places
the greatest burden of governance onindividual respon-
sibility, is still nonetheless flawed by the Protestant
Reformation.

The Protestant Reformation burst from Catholicism.
All the reformersthought of the Catholic Church asthe
truechurch gonecorrupt, but thetruthisthat the Catholic
Church was never the true church, and the Protestant
Reformation did not reestablish the true religion. The
Catholic Church is exactly what it has always publicly
called itself: It is the Roman Universal Church. It isa
syncretic religion, that is, it possesses some biblical
truthsbutitsrootsarein pagan Babylon. Despitethefact
that it callsitself the church of God, it is not the church
of God.

TheProtestant Reformation simply splintered away
from that syncretic religion, altering some onerous
doctrines and practices but rejecting many clear
biblical teachings. It established denominations of
false religions masquerading as the true religion. It
simply reformed the Roman Universal Church into
many varieties without a pope, altered ceremonial
requirements, and greatly reduced many of the more
obvious corruptions. Thelsraelitish peoplethen pro-
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they worship Him. They make Him into a God with no
purpose for His human creation except a vague concept
of somehow “saving” them, whatever that means!

ceeded to spread these hybrid religions all over the
world by colonizing other areas. These new faiths
were better than the Roman Universal variety but still
not the truth.

Was God involvedinit? Absolutely! He governsHis
entire creation, and something of this magnitude could
not have happened without Hisoversight. It did produce
the rel ease of many peoplefrom agreat deal of religious
andpolitical slavery. It provided some of theimpetusfor
colonization of other areasof theearth that God set aside
for Israelitish people.

However, modern Protestantism has lost the cutting
edge it once had, resulting in the loss of agreat deal of
influence. A number of years ago, a Protestant pastor
commented that the church has become good at turning
wine into water. In many cases, its services and teach-
ingsare nothing more than entertaining paganismandin
other cases, a Sunday morning fraternal organization.
Morality has fallen in the streets. As one recent writer
proclaimed, America, largely a Protestant nation, is
being swept away in a homosexual and pornographic
tsunami.

Satan’ s deception has created a problem for the true
church because its members gradually tend to accept as
true Satan’sliethat Israel is*Christian,” thusfeeling a
gpiritual affinity with their countrymen that has no
basis in fact. Israel’s modern “Christianity” makes
doctrine of little or no importance, leaving everyone
free to do what isright in hisown eyes (Judges 21:25).
If gradually accepted, it will produce the sametol erant,
nonjudgmental, just-do-your-own-thing, politically cor-
rect, multicultural Laodiceanismweseesocommonlyin
I sraelitish countries.

When this happens, faith in the sovereign God to
govern Hiscreation vanishes, and people generally find
justificationsforidolatry, for Sabbath breaking, for mur-
der, for lying, and for adultery. Theso-called “ Christian”
nation finds justification for murder on amassive scale
by calling its young men and women to fight its “just”
wars. Did Jesus ever use any of these methods to solve
Hisproblems?

Modern Israel’s religious beliefs and practices are
reminiscent of Paul’ scommentin Titus1:16 about some
people of his day: “They profess to know God, but in
works they deny Him, being abominable, disobedient,
and disqualified for every good work.” Jeremiah 17:9
says, “ Theheartisdeceitful aboveall things, and desper-
ately wicked.” Thus, widespread spiritual adultery is
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The Beast and Babylon

committed by a nation that symbolically entered into a
marriage covenant with God but whose works of faith-
lessness have become a way of life.

Idolatry on an unrecognized but huge scale, Sab-
bath breaking, dishonoring parents, murder inawide
variety of ways, breaking of marriage vows through
adultery and multiple marriages, lying, and coveting
have become alifestyle, committed and justified for

Uniformity or Variety?

Israel’s great sin is unfaithfulness. In terms of her
character, sheisfickle, aterm that needs defining. The
Reader’s Digest Oxford Complete Wordfinder de-
fines fickle as “inconstant, changeable, especially in
regardtoloyalty.” Biblehistoriesshow Israeliteshavea
clear record of being grossly fickle in their thinking:
Change and variety are the keysto fulfillment!

This proclivity reveals itself in many areas of life:
Socially, Israeliteshave multiple sexual partnersbefore
marriage and change spouses through divorce at a
prolific rate. Merchandisers are aware of this driving
“need” for change and know how to promote it through
frequent fashion changes, design alterations, and “new
andimproved” claimsfeaturing “hot” celebrity hawkers
(usually entertainersand athletes). The new promotions
come and go so rapidly that they seem to be seasonal.

There must always be something new to satisfy this
cravingfor variety of experience—butitiscostly. It tends
to render the whole culture unstable ethically and mor-
aly, drivingindividual sinto debt asthey pursue satisfac-
tion and fulfillment from thingsthat cannot giveit.

Israel can no longer be trusted to do what is right.
Instead, she will do what she feels like doing at the
moment rather than disciplining herself. Thisisespecially
the case if doing right requires a measure of personal
sacrificeor will entail somepainor discomfort. Doingright
means not just keeping the commandments, statutes, and
judgments per se, but also doing what isright in terms of
common-sense wisdom. Proverbs 14:12 says, “Thereis
away that seems right to a man, but its end is the way
of death,” describing Israel’slifestyletoaT.

None of what is written in this article will help us
unlesswebecomesharply awarethat weliveinthelands
wherethisisactively taking place and that it isstrongly
and constantly influencing us to accept and conform to
it. Thisattitude and way of life does not merely involve
what we might term “ church matters,” but every aspect
of living.

Some dictionaries define “religion” as the system
through which one responds to deity. This definition
applies to everyone because everyone, whether it is
admitted or not, has a god. Some people’s religion is
more formal and systematized than others’ are. How-
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moments of self-absorbed gratification and ease. To-
day, itispackaged for export two ways: onthe movie
screen as“ entertainment” for the masses, and through
the combination of advertising and business practices.
By these, we have drugged others with our wineinto
a way of life to be imitated if one desires to have
personal fulfillment, wealth, and national political and
military power.

ever, one’ sreligion, hissystem of responding to deity,
iswhat governshow he conductshislife. IntheBible,
God gives usan entireway of lifewithin the command-
ments, statutes, judgments, testimonies, laws, precepts,
and words. The New Testament calls it “the way” or
“thisway.”

God wants us to be fulfilled in life by following His
way (“chooselife,” He saysin Deuteronomy 30:19). He
tellsuswhat not to eat and warns us against gluttony and
overdrinking. Hetellsuswhen and wheretoworshipand
who to fellowship with. His law even covers clothing,
strongly urging modesty. Its principlesreach into every
aspect of life. | srael hasbeen unfaithful to thingssimilar
to this and many more.

God’' sway isalluringly confronted and challenged on
every sideby what the New Testament callsthe“world”
(Greek cosmos). Cosmos means an organized system,
but one opposed to the way of God's commandment.
Babylon, meaning “ confusion”—confusion regarding a
way of life—is the Bible' s code name for that system.
God charges us in Revelation 18:4 to come out of that
confused system, and the only way we can do that isto
quit practicing Babylon’s ways of doing things in the
worship of its gods.

Israel, however, livesfor themoment and for asmuch
immediategratification aspossible. Asawhol e, shedoes
not believe God and is afraid to pay the costs to break
away and be peculiar or distinctive in aright way. She
findsit easier to be like everyone else and be willingly
accepted ontheworld' stermsrather than her Husband' s.

God warns Israel many times against this because
thisrebellious proclivity in her iseasily seen. Notice
Deuteronomy 12:1-5:

These are the statutes and judgments which you
shall be careful to observe in the land which the
Lorp God of your fathersis giving you to possess,
all the days that you live on the earth. Y ou shall
utterly destroy all the places where the nations
which you shall dispossess served their gods, on
the high mountainsand onthehillsand under every
greentree. Andyou shall destroy their altars, break
(continued on page 19)



Countering the Culture

n Il Timothy 3:1-4, the apostle
Paul givesadisturbing prophetic
glimpse of the culture of human
civilization in the last days, days
that he calls “perilous times.” He
describes it as a time when

menwill beloversof themselves,
lovers of money, boasters,
proud, blasphemers, disobedi-
ent to parents, unthankful, un-
holy, unloving, unforgiving,
slanderers, without self-control,
brutal, despisers of good, trai-
tors, headstrong, haughty, lov-
ers of pleasure rather than
lovers of God. . ..

Could Paul have been writing of
our culture in the Western world in
the twenty-first century? He cer-
tainly seems to describe a culture
bent on pleasure, entertainment,
vanity, greed, and utter selfishness
at the expense of stable marriages,
families, and other relationships.

Cultureisaword thrown around
a lot these days, but what does it
mean? One of Webster's defini-
tions defines culture as “the ways
of living built up by ahuman group
and transmitted to succeeding gen-
erations.” Inhis 1991 book entitled
Winning the New Civil War, au-
thor Robert Dugan offers a broader
definition:

[Cultureis] the ways of think-
ing, living, and behaving that
defineapeopleandunderlieits
achievements. It is a nation’s
collective mind, its sense of

right and wrong, the way it
perceivesreality, and its defi-
nition of self. Culture is the
morals and habits a mother
strivestoinstill inher children.
It is the obligations we ac-
knowledge toward our neigh-
bors, our community, and our
government. . . . It isthe stan-
dards we set and enforce for
ourselves and for others: our
definitionsof duty, honor, and
character. It is our collective
conscience. (p. 169)

In 1947, Carle Zimmerman re-
corded in Family and Civilization
hisobservationsashe comparedthe
disintegration of various cultures
with its parallel decline of family
life. Eight specific patterns of do-
mestic behavior typified the down-
ward spiral of each culture
Zimmerman studied:

1. Marriage loses its sacred-
ness and is frequently broken
by divorce.

2. The marriage ceremony
losesitstraditional meaning.

3. Feminist movements
abound.

4. Public disrespect for par-
ents and authority in general
increases.

5. Juvenile delinquency, pro-
miscuity, and rebellion accel-
erate.

6. Peoplewithintraditional mar-
riages refuse to accept family
responsibilities.

7. Desire for and acceptance
of adultery grows.

8. Interest in and spread of
sexual perversions and sex-
related crimes increases.
(Quoted in Confident Living,
November 1987, p. 34).

It soundsasif heisdescribing our
nationtoday!

Values-Neutral

Sociologists call today’s Western
culture values-neutral. Advocates
of thisvalues-neutral philosophical
approach argue that we should not
adopt any system that defines right
and wrong and expectsall to adhere
to it because no one has a right to
impose his values on others.

A goodillustration of thisphiloso-
phy occurred in a high school val-
ues-clarification classconducted by
a teacher in Teaneck, New Jersey,
andreportedinImprimisin Septem-
ber 1991. A “hypothetical” girl in
the class had found a purse contain-
ing $1,000 and had returned it to its
owner. The teacher asked for the
class’ sreaction. Every singleoneof
her fellow students concluded she
had been “foolish.” When asked
why they felt that way, the students
contended that “if someoneis care-
less, they should be punished.” The
teacher, when asked what he had
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said to the students, responded,
“Well, of course, | didn't say any-
thing. If | comefrom the position of
what is right and wrong, then I'm
not their counselor. | can’'t impose
my views.”

Where will the children of today
learn the standards of a proper cul-
ture if a teacher, a counselor, or a
person in authority will not—or
cannot—teach these standards? In
most cases, from the popular cul-
ture around them.

A George Barna poll conducted
inlate 2001 found that only 22% of
American adults—and only 6% of
teenagers—believed that “there are
moral absolutes that are unchang-
ing.” Sadly, only 32% of those who
described themselves as Christians
believedinabsolutemoral standards,
and only 26% cited the Bible asthe
source of their moral principles. Itis
tragic, but today most Americansno
longer believe in the concept of ab-
solute moral truths.

How then, can we establish an
ethical and moral cultural base for
our societies and families? Many
articlesinthechurch’spublications,
and many other, secular magazines
and writings, have highlighted the
biblical foundation of true values
and the fact that, when the United
States was founded, its |eaders ac-
cepted, without shame, many of the
principles of the Bible as the basis
for its laws and culture.

Inanengravingby T.H. Matteson,
which depicts the first prayer in
Congress given on September 24,
1774, in Philadelphia’ s Carpenters
Hall, Jacob Duche kneels at a po-
dium, hiseyesraised toward heaven
as he prays. Members of Congress,
many of them on their knees, hum-
bly participate in the beseeching
of God to grant His blessings on
the young nation. Whiletheetching
is an embellished account of the
event, Mr. Duche’ searnest prayer
revealsthe godly fervor that inhab-
ited that august body that day, only
230 years ago:

O Lord, our Heavenly Father,
high and mighty King of kings,
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and Lord of lords, who dost
from Thy thronebehold all the
dwellers of the earth, and
reignest with power supreme
and uncontrolled over all the
kingdoms, empires, and gov-
ernments, look downinmercy,
we beseech Thee, on the
American States, who have
fled to Thee from the rod of
the oppressor, and thrown
themselves on Thy gracious
protection, desiring to be
henceforth dependent only on
Thee. To Thee they have ap-
pealed for the righteousness
of their cause; to Theedothey
now look up for that counte-
nance and support which
Thou alone canst give. Take
them, therefore, Heavenly Fa-
ther, unto Thy nurturing care.
Give them wisdom in council
and valor in the field. Defeat
the malice of our adversaries;
convince them of the unrigh-
teousness of their course, and,
if they still persist in sangui-
nary purposes, oh! et thevoice
of Thineown unerring justice,
sounding in their hearts, con-
strain them to drop the weap-
onsof war fromtheir unnerved
hands in the day of battle. Be
Thou present, O God of wis-
dom, and direct the council s of
this honorable assembly. En-
able them to settle things on
the best and surest founda-
tions, that the scenes of blood
may be speedily closed, and
order, harmony, and peace
may be effectually restored,
andtruthandjustice, religion
and piety prevail and flourish
among Thy people. Preserve
the health of their bodiesand
the vigor of their minds;
shower down upon them and
the millions they here repre-
sent, such temporal blessings
as Thou seest expedient for
theminthisworld, and crown
them with everlasting glory
intheworldto come. All this
we ask in the name and
through the merits of Jesus

Christ, Thy Son, our Savior.
Amen.

What would happentoday, inthis
age of “Separation of Church and
State,” thisageof growing and ever-
present atheism and secularism, if
the leaders in Congress beseeched
God openly? Stock pricesin tar and
chicken feathers would go through
the roof!

Moral Society

It is impossible to have a moral
community or nationwithout faithin
God. Without that faith, everything
comes down to “me,” and “me”
aloneismeaningless. Many Ameri-
cans today have stopped acting on
what they know isright—and “me”
has become the standard of mea-
sure for everything. Men see the
strength of a nation in its wealth,
population, armaments, technology,
and knowledge. But where does
Godlook?

Notice Proverbs 14:34. “Righ-
teousness exalts a nation, but sin
is areproach to any people.” The
Bible reveals that the cause of the
rise and fall of nations is moral
and spiritual. No nation can rely
onitsstrength, power, and wealth
to save it from the devastating ef-
fectsof moral decay. Moral, ethical,
and spiritual problems cannot be
resolved by money, strength of
arms, “Star Wars” projects, social
programs, intelligence, or humani-
tarian goodwill.

Moral societiesaretheonly ones
that work. If one were to take a
good look at history, it would be-
come obvious that there is a direct
andinval uablerelationship between
personal integrity and the society’s
prosperity. It is faith in God that
provides the anchor for a culture.
Without it, weare cast adrift, lostin
a sea of values-neutrality or hedo-
nism and robbed of any means of
determining right from wrong. The
result is a culture that staggers like
adrunkard unable to find awall to
hold himup.

Theeffectsof cultural shiftinthe



West can be best illustrated by con-
trasting changing social trends, in
particular, the changes over a 50-
year period in New Y ork City:

In 1943, 3 percent of all births
were illegitimate. There were
44 homicides by gunshot. In
1993, 1,499 peopledied of gun-
shots. 45 percent of births
wereillegitimate. Nationwide,
nearly 30% of all babiestoday
comehomefatherless. 68 per-
centinWashington, D.C., the
capitol of our country!! (Gary
Bauer, Family Research Coun-
cil letter, November 4, 1993).

Former U.S. Secretary of Educa-
tionWilliam Bennett publishedabook
in 1999 titled The Index of Leading
Cultural Indicators. Here are a few
of the statistics he presented, com-
paringlifein 1997 with 1960:

» Violent crimeincreased by
467%.

* |llegitimate births were up
461%.

» Divorces rose by 100%.

 Childrenlivinginsingle-par-
ent homes increased more
than 200%.

e Teenage suicides jumped
more than 100%.

e SAT scores dropped by al-
most 60 points.

In New Testament times, the ef-
fect of a permissive culture was
illustrated by thestory of thechurch
of God congregation in the Greek
city of Corinth. Corinth, located ona
natural harbor and at the intersec-
tion of several magjor trade routes,
was quite prosperous. Like the city
of Sodom centuriesbefore (Genesis
13:13; Ezekiel 16:49-50), Corinthhad
allowed its prosperity to lure many
of itsinhabitantsintoimmorality. Its
culture had become so legendary
for its decadence that it gave its
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name to the term corinthianize,
meaning to act in an immoral way.
Christiansthen—and now—are not
immune to their cultural surround-
ings. The Corinthian Christians re-
flected the loose, values-neutral
backdrop of their city in their own
moral carelessness. Notice |
Corinthians5:1-2:

Itisactually reported that there
is sexual immorality among
you, impurity of a sort that is
condemned and does not oc-
cur even among the heathen;
foramanhas[hisown] father's
wife. And you are proud and
arrogant! Andyou ought rather
tomourn (bowinsorrow andin
shame) until the person who
has done this[shameful] thing
is removed from your fellow-
ship and your midst! (Ampli-
fied Bible)

Verse 2 suggeststhat thissinwas
tolerated—perhaps even con-
doned—by many in the church. It
seems that the values of Corinthian
society had affected them to the
point that they would tolerate this
kind of degeneracy.

Steps to Take

What can we do to counter the
culture that surrounds us?

First, we must recognize the
popular culture and its influence
on all aspects of our life. If we
had been born in another place and
another time, what kind of persons
would we have been? How are we
different now because of the cul-
ture around us?

We must study the history of our
cultures. We must first recognize
and then become familiar with the
changing val ue systems of the mod-
ern world around us. Thiswill then
allow usto appreciate the impact of
the time and place of our birth.

Second, we must develop and
build appropriate moral and ethi-
cal convictions. What do we allow
ourselves to do? What has shaped
our standards and morals, our val-

ues? Where do we get our moral
foundation?

There are proper definitions for
the terms right and wrong, sin and
righteousness, and they are found
intheWord of God, theHoly Bible.
Studying the Biblewas once acom-
mon practice in America. In 1947,
nearly 100% of American homes
had aBible or aportion of the Bible
(the New Testament), and 68% of
AmericanadultsreadfromtheBible
daily. Of those, 66% believed it was
the actual Word of God. Today,
nearly 93% of Americans have a
Bible or a portion of one, but only
36% read from it daily, and only
33% of those believeit isthe actual
Word of God. Our studying, medi-
tating, and drinkingin of theWord of
God will provide us with a right
moral and cultural foundation on
whichto build our spiritual lives.

Third, we need not worry about
what others will think. Moral and
ethical convictionswill never bring
universal approval. Those who ac-
cept amoral code derived from the
Holy Biblewill find themselves op-
posed by many, but we should not
worry ourselves with what people
think, but rather what God, our Cre-
ator, thinks.

Finally, we must stand up for
what we believe. Weliveinapoliti-
cally correct world. Not wanting to
seem “unwise,” thevast majority of
people go along with it; few ever
actually think for themselves and
guestiontheprevailing “wisdom” of
the age. As the apostle Paul writes
in Romans 1:22, “Professing to be
wise, they became fools.” This is
certainly the culturethat welivein,
wherethe“wise” are proving them-
selves to be very foolish.

In | Timothy 6:20-21, Paul ad-
monishestheyoungevangelist Timo-
thy to stand firm to the doctrine that
he had given him. He writes thisin
about Ap 65, when the church is
dliding away from the truth that
Christ had entrusted to the apostles.

O Timothy, guard and keep the
deposit entrusted [toyou]! Turn
(continued on page 22)
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READY ANSWER

“Be Ready Always To Give An Answer” — | Peter 3:15 (KJV)

“For we walk by faith,
not by sight.”

Faith—What Is It?

How important is faith?

e “For whatever is not from faith is sin.”
(Romans 14:23)

» “Butwithoutfaithitisimpossibleto please
Him.” (Hebrews 11:6)

Asthesescripturesshow, for aChristian, faithisan
absolute requirement.

What is this faith we are required to have? We
usually turn to Hebrews 11:1 for a definition of
faith, but another verse, Romans 4.3, may provide
an even sharper focus: “What does scripture say?
‘Abraham took God at his word, and that act of
faith was accepted as putting him into a right
relationship with God'” (The New Testament: A
Translation by William Barclay).

Abraham’s “act of faith” was to believe the
words of God. Simply, faith is believing what
God says. That belief, that faith, is what pleases
God, puttingusinapositiontohavearight relation-
ship with Him. A right relationship, even on a
human level, must have trust asits foundation.

Abraham’s example also shows us that this
belief, thisfaith, isnot just intellectual agreement
but rather adeep convictionthat motivatesour core
and changes how we think. The evidence of this
change is an action. True belief and faith must
have action to complete it, or else it is dead and
useless faith (James 2:20).

From the Beginning

Livingfaith asarequirement began with Adam and
EveintheGarden of Eden. Notice Genesis3:6: “ So
when the woman saw that the tree was good for
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food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree
desirableto makeonewise, shetook of itsfruit and
ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he
ate.”

The first humansfailed their test of faith. They
trusted what they “saw” rather than believing what
God said—His words—and became the first ex-
ampleof man choosing towalk by sight rather than
by faith. Humanity hasfoll owed thisexample ever
since, proving that Adam and Eve' s faithlessness
was not an aberration but a trait of every human
heart, including ours.

What were the consequences of thissin, thisact
of faithlessness? The answer is in Genesis 3:24:
“SoHedroveout theman; and Heplaced cherubim
at the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming
sword whichturned every way, to guard theway to
the tree of life.”

Adam and Eve's sin of faithlessness destroyed
the close relationship they had with God. Because
they did not trust Him, their lack of faith put a
barrier between themselves and God. The broken
trust, faithlessness, ruined that relationship just as
it doesin our human relationships.

Adam and Eve chose to follow the faithless
Satanrather than thefaithful God. Satan persuaded
them to focus on what they could see rather than
what God said. The strategy was so successful that
Satan has consistently used it on humanity.

Satan is the prime example of faithlessness.
Satan believes God exists, but hisis a dead faith
becauseit doesnot lead toright action. James2:19-
20, fromtheNew Living Translation (NLT), force-
fully pointsout thefutility andfoolishnessof Satan’s
faith: “Doyou still think it’ senough just to believe
that there is one God? Well, even the demons

(continued on page 20)
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PROPHECY WATCH
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sachild, the scariest movie | saw was

Quo Vadis? To most people, thismovie

fallsinthe” Christian Epic” genrerather
than “Horror,” but for me, it evoked dread and
nightmares. Unlike today’s movies, it did not
splash blood or goreonthescreen, but it tastefully
depicted the horrors of Rome’s persecution and
martyrdom of Christians in an arresting,
heartrending manner. Its scenes of Christians
being attacked and devoured by lionsin the Circus
or being immolated as torches for Nero's garden
party were no less disturbing for being without the
Gladiator-type realism.

Most Christian librariesare not compl ete without
Foxe's Book of Martyrs, which contains accounts
of dozens of persecutions of Christians down the
centuries. In school we read histories of religious
wars—from the bloody spread of Islam across the
Middle East and North Africa and into Europe,
through the Crusades to repulse the infidels from
the Holy Land, to the Catholic-Protestant wars
ignited by the Reformation—in which hundreds of
thousands of professing Christians lost their lives.
More recently, while millions of Jews suffered
horrible deaths at the hands of Hitler and Stalin,
large numbers of Christians died with them in the
concentration camps.

Currently, professing Christiansaresufferingand
dyingfor their beliefsin predominantly Muslim and
Communist nations. Though most secular punditsdo
not care to admit it, the War on Terror isrealy a
clash of twocivilizationsfounded on mutually exclu-
sivereligions. Thelslamic sideispresently engaged
in holy war to convert or exterminate its enemies,
whilethe Judeo-Christian side, morally weak and
increasingly secular, seeksapolitical and/or mili-
tary solutionto contain or roll back the jihadists.

Part

“When He opened the fift

the souls of those who had been slain for the wo

And they cried with

‘How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge an
And a white robe was given to each of them; and it was

until both the number of their fellow servants and their bre

(Revelatic

Some see this war as the latest chapter in a
sporadic yet titanic conflict between the two pre-
dominant religions on earth, which had lain mostly
dormant since the Spanish ousted the Maoors from
Europein 1492.

OnMay 27, 2004, AgapePressreportedin “ Com-
munist Asia, Mid-East Countries Top Church Perse-
cution Charts” by Allie Martin and Jenni Parker on
theprimary international culprits:

On alist of the 50 countries around the world
where persecution of Christians is greatest,
North Korea is the leader of the pack.

Each year Open Doors, a ministry to the per-
secuted Church, compilesaworld watch list of
countries where Christian believers face the
most severe persecution. North Korea topped
the most recent list, followed by Saudi Arabia,
Laos, the central highlands of Vietnam, and
Iran.

Also included in the top ten worst countriesis
Burma, which has no constitution or laws to
protect freedom of religion. Open Doors’ Jerry
Dykstra saysthe government of Burmafavors
Buddhists but treats Christians harshly.

“Christian homes and churches have been
burned down,” Dykstra notes, “especially
among the ethnic tribes—persecution isreally
high. Thegovernment thereisvery restrictive,
very wary of Christians. Christians suffer.
They are not awarded jobs, and sometimes
they don’t get benefits.” . . .

China also made the ministry’s top ten list,
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th Seal

One

seal, | saw under the altar
d of God and for the testimony which they held.

loud voice, saying,

avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?’
said to them that they should rest a little while longer,
thren, who would be killed as they were, was completed.”
n6:9-11)

Dykstra says. Persecution has not lessened
under the new president, Hu Jintao, despite
public commitmentsto human rights and reli-
giousfreedom. Inthat communist nation, where
Christians are required to register with the
official state church, those believers who re-
sist government control over their religiouslife
must often face harassment by the police,
detention, beatings, andtorture, and other forms
of government intimidation.

Nevertheless, we tend to think of Christian per-
secution and martyrdomin the past tense, believ-
ing that modern ideas of religious freedom and
tolerance make such murderous events impos-
sible today. However, to reach such a conclusion
would be a mistake. Not only are professing
Christianscurrently undergoing discrimination and
maltreatment even in America—as extensively
documented in David Limbaugh’s recent book,
Persecution—but the Bible promises us that
large-scal e persecutions and martyrdoms of the
saintswill also take place before Christ’ sreturn.
Wefindthisplainly prophesiedinthefifth seal of
Revelation 6:9-11.

ouls of the Slain

After Christ opens the fifth seal, the apostle John
sees “under the altar the souls of those who had
been slain for the word of God and for the
testimony whichthey held” (verse9). Nogalloping
horses or deadly riders appear in this seal, and
their absence immediately sets this one apart
fromthepreviousfour. Thereisnoinviting, “Come
and see,” or expectant, “And | looked, and behold,”
but just a plain narrative describing his vision. In
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fact, the tone is so matter-of-fact as to be somber,
befitting itssubject.

The first striking detail is “the altar” with the
definitearticle. Thatitisnot further defined suggests
that it has already been mentioned or that the reader
is expected to know what it is. However, this verse
contains the first mention of an altar in the book of
Revelation. Analtar ismentioned an additional seven
timesin the book, and in six of them, it refers to
the golden incense altar that stands before the
throne of God in heaven (see Revelation 8:3-5;
9:13; 14:18; 16:7). The only exception to this ap-
pears in Revelation 11:1, in which John is told to
“measurethetempleof God, thealtar, and thosewho
worship there,” seeming to refer to evaluating the
church, its ministers, and its worship in preparation
for thework of the Two Witnesses. The “altar” of
Revelation 6:9, with the prayerful souls of mar-
tyrsunder it, conformstotherule, not the exception.

The word “souls” (psuchés, plural of psuché)
also requires explanation, as the Greek word is far
too complex in meaning to define facilely as a
person’s immortal essence, as most Catholics and
Protestants are wont to do. Its basic meaning is
“breath,” and is thus equivalent to the Hebrew
nephesh and Latin anima (as in English “animal”
and “animate”’). One of its uses is as the New
Testament version of what Genesis 2:7 calls “the
breath of life,” that is, the vital force that makes a
body live: “ AndtheL orp God formed man of thedust
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became a living being
[nephesh].” Luke 12:20 and Acts 20:10 use psuché
in this manner.

From thisbasic meaning derivesitsextensions: as
“life” (see Matthew 6:25; John 10:11; Philippians

(continued on page 17)
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SEARCHING

“Woe to you who put far off
the day of doom,
who can cause the seat of violence
to come near; . . .
Therefore they shall now go captive
as the first of the captives.”
(Amos 6:3, 7)

he Ephrai mite Jeroboam, asPart Fiveexplained, led
a successful tax-revolt against Solomon’s son,
Rehoboam. The result was a division of Solomon’s
kingdom into two nations. Judah, Benjamin, and Levi
remained under the control of the Davidic monarchy,
under the aegis of Rehoboam. The remaining ten tribes,
situated north of Judah, formed asecond kingdom under
Jeroboam, the Kingdom of Israel.
Jeroboam, in an effort to bolster his power over the
northern tribes, instituted religious changes which “ be-
came asin” (I Kings 12:30) for Israel.

* Fearing that he could eventually lose control
over the people asthey journeyed to Jerusalem for
religiousfestivals, he built two shrines, one in the
southern region of his kingdom, Bethel, and the
other in Dan, near its northern boundary. He put
golden calves in both sites, asserting, “Here are
your gods, O Israel, which brought youup fromthe
land of Egypt!” (I Kings 12:28).

* He changed the fall festival season from the

seventh month, Tishri (seeLeviticus 23:33-43), to
the eighth (I Kings 12:33).
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Part Six: Israel Is

« He “made priests from every class of people,
who were not of the sonsof Levi” (I Kings12:31).
Since the Levites had no land as a part of their
inheritance (see Joshua13:33), they migrated south
to the kingdom of Judah, where they served in the
Temple. The dearth of priests in the north was
filled by people who were not Levites.

Jeroboamintendedtobuildhisown*designer religion” from
theground up, completewithitsowntraditionsand shrines.
Hewas astute enough to grasp theimportance of establish-
ing apriesthood loyal to the government.

“And thisthing wasthe sin of the house of Jeroboam,
S0 as to exterminate and destroy it from the face of the
earth” (I Kings 13:34). Because of his refusal to obey
God, Jeroboam never realized the conditional promise
God made himin| Kings11:38: “I will bewith you and
build for you an enduring house, as | built for David.”
Jeroboam'’ s son and heir, Nadab, died by assassination
after only two years of rule, and Baasha from the tribe
of Issachar took the throne of Israel and slaughtered all
of Jeroboam’ s progeny (I Kings 15:25-30).

The Sin of Jeroboam

The results of Jeroboam’s apostasy from the true God
involved morethan just hisimmediate family, however. |1
Kings 17:22 states the reason: “The children of Israel
walked in all the sins of Jeroboam; . . . they did not depart
from them.” Subsequent kings of the northern kingdom
never departed from his apostasy, never sought to
correct his errors. “Therefore the Lorp was very angry
with Israel, and removed them from Hissight” (verse 18).
Il Kings 17:7-17 catalogsthe sins of Israel:

 Widespread idolatry. Israel “feared other
gods” (verse 7). “They built for themselves high
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places in all their cities . . . . They set up for
themselves sacred pillars and wooden images on
every high hill and under every green tree; and
therethey burned incense on all the high places, as
the nations had done whom the Lorp had carried
away before them.” (verses 9-11). Further, they
“followedidols, becameidolaters, and. .. madefor
themsel ves a molded image and two calves, made
a wooden image and worshipped all the host of
heaven, and served Baal” (verses 15-16).

e Pagan Religious Practices. The lsraelites
“caused their sons and daughters to pass through
thefire, practiced witchcraft and soothsaying, and
sold themselvesto do evil in the sight of the Lorp,
to provoke Him to anger” (verse 17).

* Rejection of God's Law. Israel “walked in the
statutes of the nations whom the Lorp had cast out
from before the children of Israel.” (verse 8). Verse
15 points out that the people “rejected [God' §] stat-
utes and His covenant that He had made with their
fathers, and His testimonies which He had testified
against them.” The prophet Amos particularizes the
epidemicof social injusticeintheKingdom of Israel.
As an example, notice Amos 2:6-7, where Amos
chides the Isradlites: “. . . because they sell the
righteousfor silver, and the poor for apair of sandals.
They pant after the dust of the earth which is on the
head of the poor, and pervert theway of the humble.”
The Israglites displayed a pandemic failure to love
their fellow man

Il Kings 17:5-6 relates the ultimate consequence.

Now the king of Assyria went throughout all the
land, and went up to Samaria and besieged it for
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Fallen, Is Fallen

threeyears. . . . Theking of Assyriatook Samaria
and carried Israel away to Assyria, and placed
them in Halah and by the Habor, the River of
Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.

Assyria, akingdom known as much for itsinnovative
weapons as for their brutal implementation, conquered
theKingdomof Israel in 718 Bc. Soit wasthat, about 250
years after it was established, the ten-tribed northern
kingdom became extinct as a sovereign nation. The
Assyrians deported the population en masse from its
homeland in Canaan, transplanting it virtually intoto to
the southern shores of the Caspian Sea.* The Kingdom
of Israel fell below the historians’ radar.

The Fall of Judah

Jeremiah 3:7-10 states God’s view of the Kingdom of
Judah by comparingittotheKingdom of Israel. Godtold
the peoples of the northern kingdom, Israel, “ Return to
Me.” God continues,

But she did not return. And her treacherous sister
Judah saw it. Then | saw that for all the causes for
which backdliding Israel had committed adultery, |
had put her away and given her a certificate of
divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear,
but went and playedtheharlot also. Soit cameto pass,
through her casual harlotry, that she defiled theland
and committed adultery with stones and trees. And
yet for al this her treacherous sister Judah has not
turned to Me with her whole heart, but in pretense.

Because the Kingdom of Judah had seen the results of
Israel’ sidol atry—had witnessed the catastrophe of her fall
and mass deportation, but had refused to repent—God
judges that “backsliding Isragl has shown herself more
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righteous than treacherous Judah” (verse 11).

God, through anumber of prophets, warns Judah not to
follow Israel’ scourse. For example, Hosea, using harlotry
asan analogy for idolatry, pleads, “ Though you, Israel,
play the harlot, let not Judah offend” (Hosea 4:15).

With afew exceptions, notably Hezekiah and Josiah,
thekings of Judah were more corrupt than their counter-
partsin the north. Israel set the pace into idolatry, and
Judah enthusiastically followed. “Israel and Ephraim
stumbleintheiriniquity; Judah also stumbleswiththem”
(Hosea 5:5).

Il Kings23:26-27 indicatestheresults of Judah’ssin:

Neverthelessthe Lorp did not turnfromthefierce-
ness of His great wrath, with which His anger was
aroused against Judah. . . . And the Lorp said, “ |
will also remove Judah from My sight, as | have
removed Israel, and will cast off thiscity Jerusalem
which | have chosen, and the house of which| said,
‘My name shall be there.””

In the nineteen years between 604 and 585 Bc,
Nebuchadnezzar, the same Babylonian king who later
came to realize God’s place in history,? carried the
population of Judah to Babylon. In the first wave of
deportation, he took the military officers, craftsmen,
smiths, and other skilled workers, leaving only “the

poorest people of the land” (Il Kings 24:14). Later,
because of continuing conspiracies against him, he to-
tally destroyed Jerusalem, Templeand all, and “carried
away captive the rest of the people* (11 Kings 25:11).
What Assyria had done to Israel 233 years earlier,
Babyloniadidto Judahinand around 585 Bc: “ Those [ of
Judah] who escaped from the sword [Nebuchadnezzar]
carried away to Babylon, where they became servants
to him and his sons until the reign of the kingdom of
Persia” (I1 Chronicles 36:20).

Asnational entities, | srael and Judah areextinct, their
peoples, as punishment for their inveterate apostasy
from God’ slaw, subject to Gentilerulers. However, this
double fall of the children of Israel, a crisis of affairs
indeed, does not mean God reneged on His promises to
the patriarchs. Nor does this situation mean that the
blessings the patriarchs in faith bestowed on their sons
are meaningless poetry. It does mean that God carried
out His promise to the children of Israel as outlined
beginninginLeviticus26:14. There, God promisesthat if
the people*do not obey Me, and do not observeall these
commandments,” He would punish them with “terror,”
“wasting disease,” famine, military defeat, and scatter-
ing “among the nations.”

But how long would they be punished? God tells us
exactly how long! Next month, wewill discussaremark-
able search criterion that indicates the time when the

Where Did the Jews Live—Up North

one tribe of the children of Israel, the tribe of Judah,
whose homeland was in the southern part of Canaan.
The Jews, then, form only a subset of a much larger
group of people, the children of Israel.

Of course, the Kingdom of Judah had initindividuals
descended from the tribes Judah, Levi, and Benjamin.
Today, Jews (for the most part) do not differentiate
between these three tribes. A modern Jew, more likely

Il Kings 16:1-6 briefly summarizes one of the many
wars between the Kingdom of Judah in the south and
the Kingdom of Israel to its north. Appearing in this
passage is the first occurrence of the word Jew in
God’'s Word.

In the seventeenth year of Pekah, . . . Ahaz, . ..
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king of Judah, begantoreign. Ahaz . . . did not do
what was right in the sight of the Lorp hisGod. . . .
Then Rezin king of Syria and Pekah, . . . king of
Israel, came up to Jerusalem to make war; and they
besieged A haz but could not overcomehim. At that
time Rezin king of Syria captured Elath for Syria,
and drove the men of Judah from Elath.

TheKing JamesVersion translates* men of Judah” with
the single word Jews. During the military campaign
outlined above, the Syrians captured the port city of
Elath from Judah, driving the Jews out.

Theterm Jew usually refersto aperson from thetribe
of Judah. In fact, Jew is a shortened, or what semanti-
cists call a“clipped,” form of the word Judah. Strictly
speaking, a Jew is genetically a member of the tribe of
Judah; that is, the term Jew refers to a person who has
descended from Jacob’ s son, Judah. The Jews make up

than not, is descended from the tribe of Judah or the
tribe of Benjamin or the tribe Levi—few, if any, know
specifically from which tribe. M oreover, few even give
the matter much thought, so irrelevant today have the

tribes become as social and political entities.
The term Jew is NoT interchangeable with the term
Israel.
There is an important distinction between them. To-
day, a Jew is an individual descended through one of

three tribes. However, the term Israel has a number of

broader meanings, all derived from the fact that |srael
was the name God gave the patriarch Jacob.

e The word Israel can refer to a person. When
used thisway, it refers specifically to the patriarch
Jacob, whose name God changed to Israel (see
Genesis32:28).
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punishment will end. Combinedwithall theother criteria
we have identified, this one will point to the precise
whereabouts of Israel today.

—Charles Whitaker

Endnotes

Y The Assyrians exhibited a deep paranoia of what in international
relations is called irredentism. Irredentism is a resolute policy
adopted by a people to regain lands taken from them by a
conqueror. Irredentists seek to restore to their own control lands
taken from them. The Assyrians saw irredentism as a historical
cycle and feared that it would overtake them with a vengeance.
In consequence, they developed a national strategy designed to
protect them from the nations they vanquished and to ensure
stability, if not perpetuity, to their empire.

That strategy is as well documented as it was ruthless: Destroy
the national identity of all vanquished people. The Assyrians,
therefore, played musical chairs with the populations they con-
quered—deporting them from their homeland en masse. The
strategy also called for “encouraging” conquered folk to abandon
theirlanguage and their religion. The long-term effect, the Assyrians
reasoned, would be the protection of their empire from later
reprisals. After all, a conquered people could not seek to regain
past national glories if they had forgotten what those glories were!

Modern examples of irredentist policies are those of Nazi
Germany, which developed a war machine in part to regain
German territories claimed by the French after World War |. The
current policies of the Palestinian Liberation Organization vis-a-vis
the State of Israel are, clearly, irredentist.
2See Daniel 4:34-37.

or Down South?

» Theword Israel often refersto all the descen-
dents of Jacob. Hence, “the children of Israel,” a
term much used in the Pentateuch, refersto indi-
viduals from all the tribes—literally, all the de-
scendents of the man Jacob (Israel).

» After the fissure of the Davidic monarchy, the
term Israel came to have a more specific na-
tional meaning. Used in this collective sense,
Israel refers to those Israelites who were citi-
zens of the Kingdom of Israel, the northern
kingdom.

» Often, the Scriptures use the word Isra€el in a
specialized, limited way, where it refers only to
the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh. Jacob, re-
member, began his blessing on the two boyswith
the statement, “Let my name be named upon
them” (Genesis48:16).

These differences are more than “shades of mean-
ing,” or nuances. Readers of God's Word need to
keep a keen eye on both the words Jew and Israel,
ensuring that they understand their proper meaning in
context.
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(continued from page 13)

2:30; Revelation12:11) and“living being” (seel
Corinthians 15:45; Revelation 16:3). Inaddition,
psuché canrefer to the seat of emotion, will, and
desire, whereaswewould usetheterms* heart,”
“mind,” “personality,” or “being” today (see
Lukel:46; Acts14:2,22; Hebrews6:19; || Peter
2:14). In a similar sense, it can also identify
man’s moral and spiritual life (see Hebrews
13:17; | Peter 1:22; 2:11, 25; 4:19; |11 John 2).

Some try to read immortality into certain
biblical uses of psuché (for instance, Acts 2:27,
31; 11 Corinthians1:23; Revelation 20:4), but the
Bibledoesnot support such aninterpretation. In
fact, in one of these, Matthew 10:28, Jesus
confirms that souls can indeed be destroyed
(also supported by the Old Testament in Job
33:22; Ezekiel 18:4, 20)! One must consult
extrabiblical sources (such as Plato, Xenophon,
Herodotus, and other Greek writers) to find
usages of psuché that define “the soul as an
essence which differs from the body and is not
dissolved by death” (Thayer’s Lexicon).

How thenisthisword usedin Revelation 6:9?
Wemust remember that Johnisviewingavision
(Revelation 1:10), asymbolicrepresentationfor
mortal eyes and minds of future events, not
reality. One cannot see a person’s actual soul,
that is, hisbeing, hislife, sowhat John saw were
representations of those who had been
martyred. He probably literally saw bodies
(Greek soma) under the altar but chose to iden-
tify them as psuchas, “lives’ or “persons,”
because, as the next verses show, the vision
depicts them speaking and receiving clothing,
things a person can do only while alive.

Theimportant point to remember isthat John
specifically identifies them as having been
“glain”—they are dead—and the Bible else-
where shows that “the dead know nothing”
(Ecclesiastes 9:5) and cannot work, plan, learn,
or pursue any activity in the grave (verse 10).
Thus, John, a Hebrew, is using psuché in the
same sense as Old Testament writers some-
times use nephesh, as“ dead body,” abeing that
oncehadlife(seeLeviticus21:11; Numbers6:6;
9:6-7,10; 19:11, 13; Haggai 2:13).

ord and Testimony

The apostle John tellswhy these saints suffered
martyrdom: “for the word of God and for the
testimony whichthey held.” For John, thesetwo
are important elements, and they occur several
times in Revelation. In opening the book, the
apostle contends that he himself “bore withess
totheword of God, and to thetestimony of Jesus
Christ” in Revelation 1:2, and in verse 9 he says
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he “was on the island that is called Patmos for the
word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.”
Later, when observing a vision of God’'s people
contending with Satan, he writes, “And they over-
came him by the blood of the Lamb and by the
word of their testimony, and they did not love their
livesto the death” (Revelation 12:11). A statement
similar to Revelation 6:9 appears in Revelation
20:4: “And | saw the souls of those who had been
beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the
word of God.”

The first element, the word of God, is straight-
forward: Itisthetruth, theinspired revelation of God,
that we find today in the Bible. For John and many
in the first century, it was the Old Testament com-
bined with the life and teachings of Jesus Christ.
Only later was this supplemented by the epistles of
the apostles, Acts, and Revelation. (No one can be
certain when the authoritative canon was compiled,
but all the components were likely in place by the
time John died. Using Isaiah 8:16, some believe
that he authorized the present canon before his
death, c. Ap 100.) Unlikemany today, these martyrs
of thefifth seal do not take God’ sWord for granted,
believing that itsmessageispersonally vital, current,
and authoritative, and they are willing to die rather
than compromisewithitsinstruction.

The second element, the testimony which they
held, can seem to some to be more complex. The
key word, testimony, is the Greek word marturian,
which means either “the act or office of testifying”
or “what onetestifies.” In modernterms, it iseither
the giving of evidence, as before a judge in a
courtroom, or the evidenceitself. Theword witness
issimilarly used, as, for instance, the Two Witnesses
of Revelation 11 are called martusin (“witnesses”
or “martyrs’), a related word. Their “testimony,”
then, isevidencethey giveor awitnessthey provide.

Weshould not forget thefinal phrase, “whichthey
held,” as it adds definition and emphasis to their
testimony. Theevidencethey givemeanssomething
special tothem! Itisnot asif they witnessed an auto
accident and, as unbiased bystanders, simply testi-
fied about how it happened. Their testimony is
something so precious that they hold it fast, bear it,
maintain it, keep it in trust, possess it, consider it,
believeit, and adhereto it.

How do they give their testimony? It could be
different for each one, but notice Jesus’ interpreta-
tion of thisseal in Luke 21:12-19:

But before all these things [the heavenly signs
of the sixth seal], they will lay their hands on
you and persecute you, delivering you up to
the synagogues and prisons, and you will be
brought before kings and rulers for My
name’ s sake. But it will turn out for youasan
occasion for testimony. Therefore settle it in

your hearts not to meditate beforehand on
what you will answer; for | will give you a
mouth and wisdom which all your adversaries
will not beableto contradict or resist. Y ou will
be betrayed even by parents and brothers,
relatives and friends; and they will send some
of you to your death. And you will be hated by
all for My name’ s sake. But not a hair of your
head shall be lost. In your patience possess
your souls.

He specifically mentions testifying before reli-
gious authorities, in prisons, and before secular
leaders. These are the “classic” occasions for wit-
nessing of the truth, all of which are reported as
happening to the apostles in the book of Acts. He
also hints at other ways of testifying, more personal
onesthat involve relatives and “friends” seeing a
Christian practicing his beliefs or hearing him
propounding the truth, and betraying him to the
authorities.

Hebrews 11 gives multiple examples of the he-
roes of faith making a witness of the true God and
Hisway. Abel, for example, borewitness by making
an acceptable sacrifice (verse 4). Enoch’s transla-
tion was witness that He pleased God (verse 5).
Noah'’s obedience in constructing the ark bore wit-
ness of hisfaith (verse 7). Abraham testified of his
allegiance in many ways: leaving Ur (verse 8),
dwellingintentsin Canaan (verse9), and sacrificing
Isaac (verse 17). Sarah, too, testified by conceiving
and bearing the promised son, Isaac (verse 11).
L ater, Mosesshowed hisfaith by refusing royal rank
(verse 24), forsaking Egypt (verse 27), and keeping
the Passover (verse 28).

Likewise, we give testimony of our devotion to
God and our beliefsin simple, everyday acts, many
of which we probably never consider to be witness-
ing. We make a witness to other members of our
familieswith our every word, act, and decision. We
witness of our adherencetolaw in our public activi-
ties, from driving our cars to paying our taxes. Our
diligence and thoroughness on the job testify of our
godly character or lack thereof. One could go so far
as to say that everything we say and do that is
witnessed by others shouts out the testimony that
we hold.

Arewe, like these martyred saints, willing to lay
down our lives for God’s Word and our beliefs? It
may never cometo that for any of us personally, but
do we have the sacrificial attitude applauded by
Revelation 6:11 and many other New Testament
verses? Do wevalue God' srevelation of Hisway of
life highly enough to defend it despite the cost? Do
we, as Jesus warns in Luke 14:26, “hate” our lives
enough to be His disciples?

[To BE CONTINUED]
—Richard T. Ritenbaugh
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The Beast and Babylon

(continued from page 7)

their sacred pillars, and burn their wooden images
with fire; you shall cut down the carved images of
their gods and destroy their namesfrom that place.
Y ou shall not worship the Lorp your Godwith such
things. But you shall seek the placewherethe Lorp
your God chooses, out of all your tribes, to put His
name for His habitation; and there you shall go.

Fickle Discontentment

In its carnality, Israel reveals itself to be disastrously
curious and incautious in temperament, thinking that
variety of experience rather than the truth of God's
Word is the answer to her dissatisfied, rebellious, un-
settled, impatient nature. This fickle discontentment is
not limited to just the worship of God. It reared its head
early in the history of her relationship with God. Num-
bers 11:4-6 reports:

Now the mixed multitude who were among them
yielded tointense craving; so the children of Israel
alsowept againand said: “Whowill giveusmeat to
eat? We remember the fish which we ate freely in
Egypt, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the
onions, and the garlic; but now our whole being is
dried up; thereis nothing at all except this manna
before our eyes!”

A number of quite serious sins are exposed in this
particular issue, perhaps the most serious being their
lack of faithin God’ sprovidence. Thissinisdriven by an
arrogant self-concern that forgets that God is working
out a purpose and plan in us and overseeing everything
in our lives. He bought and paid for us with Christ’s
sacrifice, and we vowed to submit to Hisauthority when
we gave Him our lives. What He provides to those of
faith within that purpose is more than fair. In fact, it is
usually quite generous.

He promises to supply the faithful with their every
need, but in Israel’ s fearful and fickle discontentment,
they did not seek Him to understand what Hewas doing.
Instead, they sought something different from what He
was providing in terms of experiences within the rela-
tionship. This drive for fulfillment in variety remains
within the I sraelitish people.

Though the emphasis under the New Covenant has
shifted to the spiritual, God shows usin numerousways
that His desire is for His children to be unified in one
system—His. The manna provided under the Old Cov-
enant represents God’ sdesirethat we areto be strength-
ened in His way only through His Word.

Uniformity withHisway isillustratedinseveral ways
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Theexistenceof thisexhortationto seek Himonly and
destroy the worship of Canaan’s inhabitants is strong
evidence that God foresaw that Israel was thoroughly
smittenwith“thegrassisalwaysgreener” disease. They
failed both to dispossess the land’s inhabitants and to
destroy their placesof worship. History recordsthat God
wasright, and I srael isleft without excusefor itsspiritual
adultery.

inthe Old Testament. For example, the priestscould use
coals only from one particular fire for the incense
offering. They had to be uniform in the clothing they
wore when officiating at the one altar God permitted in
only oneplacein Israel. In addition, Israel was allowed
only onefestival site, Jerusalem.

Consider how God concludesHisinstructionsin Deu-
teronomy 12, whichlimited I srael’ ssacrificesto Himto
onelocation:

When the Lorp your God cuts off from before
you the nations which you go to dispossess, and
you displace them and dwell in their land, take
heed to yourself that you are not ensnared to
follow them, after they are destroyed from be-
fore you, and that you do not inquire after their
gods, saying, “How did these nations servetheir
gods? | also will do likewise.” You shall not
worship the Lorp your God in that way; for
every abomination to the Lorpo which He hates
they have done to their gods; for they burn even
their sonsand daughtersinthefiretotheir gods.
Whatever | command you, be careful to observe
it; you shall not add to it nor take away from it.
(verses 29-32)

Thisinstructionisspecifically aimedtostiflelsrael’s
proclivity to look into foreign religions. The lesson is
“curiosity killed the cat”! Deuteronomy 23:6 adds con-
cerning the heathen, “ Y ou shall not seek their peace nor
their prosperity all your days forever.” In Ezra 9:12,
where this also appears, God tells them to keep them-
selves so separated that they were never to make any
kind of alliance with neighboring peoples!

Asthe Bible shows, Israel did not heed God’ s coun-
sel. Instubbornness, shesought fulfillmentinvariety and
became a great whore.

InChristianlove,

Y e
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“For we walk by faith, not by sight.”

(continued from page 11)

believethis, and they trembleinter-
ror! Fool! When will you ever learn
that faith that does not result in good
deeds is useless?’

The Evidence

When confronted with the choice to
eat or not eat thefruit, what evidence
did Adam and Eve have? All they
had were the words of God.

Notice the classic definition of
faith found in Hebrews 11:1: “Now
faithisthe substance of thingshoped
for, the evidence of thingsnot seen.”
What is the “evidence of things not
seen?’ God' swords. Therest of the
chapter with its examples of faith
illustrates that the faithful had only
His words as evidence.

Verses 36-38 list various trials
God has required of some of the
faithful. Especially notice verse 39:
“And all these, having obtained a
good testimony throughfaith, did not
receive the promise.” Even though
all looked lost from a human stand-
point, they still believed God, know-
ing that the sovereign God could and
would keep His promises even be-
yond the grave.

With all of God's promises, He
does not promise when He will an-
swer. Thetiming of those answersis
in His hands. Based on what is best,
God, who is love (I John 4:8, 16),
decides when (Ecclesiastes 3:11).
The right time may be, not in this
life, butinthenext. Infact, believ-
ing God’'s promises, even to the
end—death—could bethelast piece
of proof God requiresto “know” He
can entrust us with eternal life, an
everlastingrelationshipwith Him.

Again, notice our example of
faith, Abraham, the “ Father of the
Faithful.” As Abraham had the
knife raised to sacrifice his son,
the only evidence he had was the
words of God. Abraham could be-
lieve God—takeHim at Hisword—
or believeall the evidence he could
see that the son of promise would
diebefore God fulfilled His prom-
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ises. Abraham could not “ see” what
God was going to do. As far as
Abraham was concerned, |saac
was dead. The only “evidence”’ he
had that it all would work out was
God’'s words—the promises God
made to him.

God also needed evidence. God
did not know for sure what was in
Abraham’s heart (Genesis 22:12)
until Abraham made the decision to
trust God rather than all the physical
evidencearoundhim. Thepatriarch’s
actions proved he would walk by
faith and not by sight.

Towalk isan action. So even the
phrase“walk by faith” demonstrates
that living faith requires action. Our
evidenceisGod' swords. God’ sevi-
denceis our actions.

We are in the same boat as
Abraham. So says Galatians 3:6:
“Y ou have exactly the same expe-
rience as Abraham. Abraham took
God at his word, and that act of
faith was accepted as putting him
into aright relationship with God”
(William Barclay). Just asAbraham
had to choose between believing
God and believing the circum-
stances he could see, God also has
to put us into exactly the same
position. He must find out what is
the true intent of our hearts—the
depth of our faith. God needs to
“know” that we will trust Him, no
matter what, before He commits
to apermanent, eternal relationship
with us.

Faith’s Source

Where do we get this faith?
Ephesians2:8 answers: “ For by grace
you have been saved through faith,
and that not of yourselves; it is the
gift of God.” Wecannot work it up—
that would be our effort (Isaiah 64.6).

Consider when God first started
working with us. One year we were
clueless, the next year things were
making sense. We read the Bible
and understood it, but more impor-
tantly, we believed it.

Wheredid that belief comefrom?

It was, as Ephesians 2:8 says, a gift
from God. The real miracle is not
that we understood, but rather that
we now believed those words we
understood. And thishappened only
because God made it possible.

What was the evidence that we
believed those words? We began
living by them. Our new works and
actions were the evidence of our
faith: keeping the Sabbath, tithing,
eating habits, etc.

Just like Abraham, our actions
showed our desire to begin a right
relationship with God motivated by
Hisgift of faith. “Don’t you remem-
ber that our ancestor Abraham was
declared right with God because of
what he did when he offered his son
Isaac on the altar? Y ou see, he was
trusting God so much that he was
willing to do whatever God told him
to do. His faith was made complete
by what he did—by his actions’
(James 2:21-22 NLT).

To complete our faith, are we
willing to believe and do whatever
God tells us? Consider those first
experiences as we began to be-
lieve. We faced family pressure,
work pressure, peer pressure, etc.,
to obey what we now believed.
What evidencedid we haveto back
up our actions? All we had was
God’'s words. Armed with only
those words, we willingly faced
any opposition to act on what God
commands. Just like Abraham, it
was our faith in those words that
encouraged usto obey and begin our
journey, not knowing where we
were going (Hebrews 11:8).

At our baptism, could we have
predicted all the twists and turnsour
lives have taken since? Just like
Israel’ s journey after baptism in the
Red Sea, God hastaken usinazigzag
route across this wilderness we call
life. What wasour evidenceof things
not seen? Only the words of God.
That was the only evidence we had
then, and it isthe only sure evidence
we have now.

Aswe deal with our trials, do we
remember that first love? Do we
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remember the challenges we were
willingtoconfront withonly thewords
of God as our evidence? It is no
different today. Will webelieve God
or what we can see? God needs to
findoutjust asHedidwith Abraham—
to “know” we will obey, no matter
what, until theend (Matthew 10:22).

Totest our faith, God’ spatternisto
bring us to a point—a brick wall or a
Red Sea—that seemingly allows no
escape. That iswhere He can find out
what istruly in our hearts—hearts of
belief or evil unbelief (Hebrews3:12).
Will we believe Him or our eyes?

Paul had this experience and re-
corded it for usin Il Corinthians
1:8-10:

We should like you, our broth-
ers, to know something of the
troublewewent throughinAsia.
At that time we were com-
pletely overwhelmed, the bur-
den was more than we could
bear, in fact we told ourselves
that this was the end. Yet we
believe now that we had this
senseof impending disaster that
we might learn to trust, not in
ourselves, but in God who can
raisethe dead. It was God who
preserved us from such deadly
perils, and it is he who still pre-
servesus. (Phillipstranslation)

Even though all human hope was
lost, God cameto the rescueto teach
Paul—and usthrough Paul—that God
can be trusted. “1 am God! | can be
trusted. . . . | alone am the God who
can be trusted” [Isaiah 65:16 Con-
temporary English Version (CEV)].

Promises

Itisunwisefor ustousesuchwordsas
“never” and “aways.” We humans
just do not have the power to fulfill
what these absolutesimply. The actor
Sean Connery foundthisout whenhe
oncesaid hewould never play James
Bond again. Someyearslater, hedid
just that, and the movie was called
“Never Say Never Again” as a re-

“Be Ready Always To Give An Answer” — | Peter 3:15 (KJV)

minder of his brash statement.

Thesovereign Godisunder nosuch
restrictionsinHispower. Noticesome
of the absolute words of God, words
that are promises we can trust:

Ecclesiastes 3:11 (CEV):
“God makes everything hap-
pen at the right time.” Not
some things, not most things,
but everything.

Psalm 84:11: “No good thing
will He withhold from those
who walk uprightly.” No good
thing means absolutely none,
not even one. It is good to re-
member that carnal man has a
very nearsighted definition of
good (Isaiah 55:8).

Psalm 34:19: “Many are the
afflictions of therighteous, but
the Lorp delivers him out of
themall.” Not some, not most—
but all!

Philippians 4:19: “And my
God shall supply all your need
accordingtoHisrichesinglory
by Christ Jesus.” He promises
tosupply, not all our wants, but
all our needs. Peopleoften con-
fuse wants and needs.

Romans 8:28: “And we know
that all thingswork together for
good to thosewholove God, to
those who are the called ac-
cording to His purpose.” Do
we know and believe that all
things work together for our
good? Again, it means exactly
what it says—not some things
or most things, but all things.

Herbert W. Armstrong wrote
about anincidentinhisearly ministry
that illustrates this promise in Ro-
mans. A flood in the area put all the
farms under water. One of the farm-
ers, a member of the church, while
looking at his flooded farm, said he
did not see how this could be good.
However, because God said all things
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work together for good to those
called, he chose to trust and believe
God. When thewater subsided, most
of hiscropssurvived whilethewater
destroyed most of his neighbors'
crops. When it came time to harvest
and sell his crops, he received top
dollar because the flood had created
such a severe shortage.

The farmer walked by faith, not
sight. Rather than give in to worry
and fear, he instead chose to trust
God and wait patiently on Him to
keep His promise.

Noticeanother exampleof faith—
one that Christ calls the greatest
example of faith He had seen during
His ministry—that of the centurion
and his sick servant found in Mat-
thew 8. What makes this such an
outstanding exampleof faith?1t starts
with the centurion recognizing
Christ’s authority. Once that is es-
tablished, the words of Christ are
sufficient; nothing more is neces-
sary. Arethewords of the sovereign
God sufficient for us?

As we contend with trials that
seem to have no way out, are we
going to trust every word of God
(Matthew 4:4)—His promises, even
the absolutes—or are we going to
believe what we see? Will we walk
by faith or sight?

Will wehavefaithin God’ sprom-
ises and love for us, even if thereis
no deliverancein thislife? Thefaith
chapter, Hebrews 11, showsthat this
may be required (Hebrews 11:36-
39). SodoesRevelation 12:11: “And
they overcame him by the blood of
the Lamb and by the word of their
testimony, andthey did not lovetheir
lives to the death.”

The only evidence we have in
these circumstancesis God’ swords.
Will we trust them? We did when
first called. Will wedo it to the end?
Will we ask God to stir up Hisgift of
faith? He promises to supply what
we need (Philippians 4:19), espe-
cialy if we ask (Matthew 21:22).

So faith is simply believing and
acting on what God says without
watering it down—even the abso-
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“For we walk by faith, not by sight.”

lutes—no matter what the circum-
stances are, no matter what the
physical evidencelookslike, no mat-
ter what price we may have to pay.
Thisappliesnot only tothebigtrials
of life, but even more so to thelittle
decisions we make each day (Luke
16:10). Human nature chooses to
rely more on carnal reasoning and
human tradition and examplesrather
than on God’ swords. What governs
our daily actions? We can prove to
befaithlessby discounting thewords
of God, compromising, and making
them of no effect (Mark 7:13).

A Test

God, through Paul, commands us to
examine our faith and to test our-
selves (Il Corinthians 13:5). How
can we know the strength of our
faith—our belief in the words of
God? All we have to do is examine
our fears and worries.

Nehemiah writes, “For this reason
he was hired, that | should be afraid
and act that way and sin, so that they
might have cause for an evil report,
that they might reproach me”
(Nehemiah6:13). Why did Nehemiah
call being afraid asin? Because fear
andworry call Godaliar, insinuating
that Hiswordsabout Hissovereignty,
love, power, and faithfulnessare not
to be trusted. Fear and worry mirror
the attitudes of afaithless Satan who

believes God exists but does not be-
lieve what He says.

Philippians 4:6 tells us, “Be anx-
iousfor nothing.” In other words, we
arecommanded, “ Don’ t worry about
anything,” another of God’'s abso-
lutes. To have fear, worry, anxiety,
or forebodingsquestion God’ sgood-
nessand care. They display alack of
faith in His promises of wise and
gracious providence and cast doubts
on the depth of the love God and
Christ havefor us. If we cannot trust
God, how can He ever trust us? Why
would Christ marry forever someone
who doubts His love?

Rather than give in to fear and
worry, we can choose—an action—
to believe God and His love. If we
believe in the depth of the love God
(John 17:23) and Christ (John 15:13)
have for us, believing those words,
faithinthat perfect lovewill cast out
fear (I John 4:18) so that we can say
asDavid did: “1 will fear no evil; for
Y ou are with me” (Psalm 23:4).

In Psalm 78:22 (NLT), David suc-
cinctly cuts to the heart of Israel’s
problem, and by extension, ours: “. . .
forthey didnot believeGodor trusthim
to care for them.” Doubting God’'s
love for usis at the core of the sin of
faithlessness. This doubt was amajor
characteristic of our ancestors, an-
cientlsrael.“. .. becausethe peopleof
Israel argued with Moses and tested
theLorp by saying, ‘ IstheLorp going

to take care of us or not?” [Exodus
17:7 (NLT)] They never overcame
thissin of faithlessness. Wemust. The
stakes are so much higher.

It is sobering to consider the fate
of the fearful and unbelieving and
the rank they are given in the list
found in Revelation 21:8: “But the
cowardly [fearful, KJV], unbeliev-
ing [faithless, RSV], abominable,
murderers, sexually immoral, sorcer-
ers, idolaters, and all liarsshall have
their part in the lake which burns
with fireand brimstone, whichisthe
second death.”

God tested the faith of Adam and
Eve and of Abraham. The former
failed, the latter succeeded. Eventu-
ally, Godwill put every humanbeing
to the same test.

As we cope with these tests we
need to stir up (Il Timothy 1:6) and
exercise that gift of faith God gave
usat thebeginning, to get back to that
firstloveand dedicationtothewords
and promises God has given us.

WehavethesamechoiceasAdam
and Eve, ancient | srael, and Abraham
had. It is our decision to make: to
believe God or to believe what we
see—the visible circumstances we
face. Faith is life (Habakkuk 2:4),
and faithlessness is sin (Romans
14:23) and therefore death (Romans
6:23). God entreats usto chooselife
(Deuteronomy 30:19).

—Pat Higgins

Countering the Culture

(continued from page 11)

away from theirreverent babble
and godlesschatter, withthevain
and empty and worldly phrases,
and thesubtletiesand thecontra-
dictionsinwhat isfalsely called
knowledgeand spiritual illumina:
tion. [For] by making such pro-
fession somehaveerred (missed
the mark) as regards the faith.
(AmplifiedBible)

He says, “Guard the deposit com-
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mitted to your trust,” as if he were
making a deposit at the bank. Guard
the deposit, the sound doctrine, the
revelation of Jesus Christ! Paul writes
that we should avoid “godless chat-
ter,” or astrangated in the New King
James version “profane and vain
babblings.” “Contradictions’ is the
Greek antithesis, arival theory, fact,
or concept. Paul means, of course,
those rival arguments to the true doc-
trine.

He gives the same warning to us:

We cannot be caught up in the cul-
ture of today. The Bible, the very
Word of God, must be our culture.

We must eat it, drink it, and liveit!
Remember theadage, “1f youdon't
stand for something, you'll fall for
anything.” The courage to stand up
for what isright may causeusto lose
“friends” in this world, but actually
doingwhatisrightwill reap valuable
returns in our character over the
course of thislife and into eternity.
—Mark Baker
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by Charles Whitaker

Europe: Ripe for Change

Even though the European Union is trying to shape
itself to rival the United States in several arenas,
certain military, economic, and demographic factors
point to the EU’s need to make dramatic shifts to stay
in the superpower game:

* As reported by LifesiteNews.com, Europe’s
population is aging, and there are not enough
new births to sustain it. The present trend
indicates that, by the middle of the century,
more than half the population will be age 65 or
older. By contrast, the median age in the U.S.
in 2050 is predicted to be 35.4, only slightly
more than what it is now. This bodes ill espe-
cially for Europe’s pension system, which, as
a number of officials are realizing, is headed
for imminent collapse. Although the trend is
uniform across Europe, Germans may feel
the pinch most because of their highly state-
funded system. To maintain the current sys-
tem, there must be at least four working-age
people for every three retirees, and by 2035,
every worker will have to support himself and
one retired person.

» Europe’s aging population and low birth rates
also signal a decreased work force. The 2004
World Economic Forum’s annual meeting in
Davos, Switzerland, revealed that, while the la-
bor forces of Southeast Asia and India will con-
tinue to grow in the next 30 years, the EU will
see a decline in its labor force population from
208.7 million in 2000 to 151.2 million in 2050—
a little over 70% of its current level. During the
same period, the number of people over the age
of 60 in the EU will climb from 82.1 million to
125.1 million. As for economic productivity, the
EU’s share of total global output is predicted to

Protestantism’s Decline

shrink by almost half. Today, the EU produces
some 18% of the world’s wealth; in 2050 that
figure is expected to fall to 10%. Richard Samans
of the World Economic Forum says, “Economic
output is determined by labor force growth and
productivity rates. In countries with significant
projected labor shortages, the supply of goods
and services may not meet demand and stan-
dards of living.”

« Niall Ferguson, columnist for The London Tele-
graph, shows that on top of Europe’s shrinking
labor force is another disparity: what “labor”
actually means. German, Italian, and French
workers enjoy, on average, more than 40 vaca-
tion days each year, while the average American
takes just two weeks. Additionally, over the past
decade, U.S. unemployment has averaged 4.6%
compared with 9.2% for the EU. Another differ-
ence is in labor participation. Between 1973 and
1998, the percentage of employed Americans
rose from 41% to 49%. However, in Germany and
France, the equivalent percentage fell to, re-
spectively, 44% and 39%. Consider also the
European proclivity for labor strikes. Between
1992 and 2001, the Spanish economy lost, on
average, 271 days per thousand employees
because of strikes. For Denmark, Italy, Finland,
Ireland, and France, the figures lay between 80
and 120 days, while America lost just 50 days.
Perhaps the most striking difference between
American and European working patterns,
however, relates to working hours. In 1999,
the average employed American worked just
under 2,000 hours a year (1,976). The average
German worked 1,535 hours—22% less. A
recent study shows the average Frenchman
works a staggering 32% less.

According to a study by the University of Chicago,
Protestants may soon account for less than half of the
U.S. population for the first time since the country’s
founding. While still outhumbering Catholics—the
next biggest group—by roughly two to one, Protes-
tant denominations have been steadily losing mem-
bers. While Protestant membership stood at 63%
of the population in 1993, it fell to 52% in 2002 and
is predicted to drop below half in the next year or
two. Tom Smith, general director of the National
Opinion Research Center, states that “many schol-
ars have noted that the numbers of people who say
they have ‘no religion’ is increasing, but they haven't
noted what faith group these people have been
leaving. It is clear that many of these people are
former Protestants.” It is also possible that a small
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number of the people who formerly identified them-
selves as Protestant now identify themselves simply
as “Christian,” in which case they would fall into the
“other” category on the survey, Smith said. Those who
in 2002 said they were Catholic remained fairly
steady at about 25% of the population. People who
said they belonged to other religions, including
Eastern faiths and Islam, Orthodox Christians, non-
denominational Christians, and native-American
faiths, increased from 3% to 7% between 1993 and
2002, while the number of people who identified them-
selves as Jewish remained stable at slightly under
2%. Those who claimed no religion totaled nearly 14%
in 2002 compared to 9% in 1993. Protestants are in
decline, the survey found, because younger adherents
are dropping out.

Watch therefore, for you know neither the day northe hourwhen the Sonof Man is coming. (Matthew 25:13)



BIBLE STUDY:

THE PARABLE OF
THE UNPROFITABLE SERVANTS

When God calls us, we may take our newly found power of faith
for granted and may be increasingly susceptible to becoming
angry at offenses and persecution. Aware of this, Jesus sought
to caution His apostles against such pitfalls. In Luke 17:1-6,
Jesus sets up the Parable of the Unprofitable Servants with
introductory instruction. He warns His disciples of the inevitable
attacks on His teaching and on those who proclaim it, pointing
out the guilt of those responsible (verses 1-2). Then He admon-
ishes them to value a loving and forgiving attitude and to be
ready to pardon when an offender repents. Knowing this is
difficult and seeing this weakness in themselves, the apostles
feel the need for an increase of faith, an additional amount of
spiritual help to aid them in complying with Jesus' requirements.
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1. Would it be enough for Jesus merely to increase their faith as
His apostles asked? Luke 17:5.

CoMMENT: The apostles wanted more faith so they could meet the
challenges of God’'s demands, but Jesus knew that it was not
quantity they needed but quality. They did not need an increase
of faith that would bring some reward following itsuse, but afaith
that, although small like a mustard seed, is the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen (Hebrews 11:1).
The disciple with this type of living faith is convinced of the fact
that God exists (Romans 4:16-22; Hebrews 11:1-3), conscious of
hisintimate rel ationship with God (Romans 5:1-2), and concerned
about absolute submission to His will (Romans 12:2).

2. As servants, do we have to be subject to God in everything?
Lukel7:7.

ComMmMENT: As servants or bondservants, we are not our own.
We belong to Christ who bought us with His blood. We have
no right of ownership of anything because God owns us and
all we have—even our time. Thismeans we are at His disposal.
He demands our total effort at all times, and has every right to
expect it as He has given all, owns all, and has a right to all.
We are His by creation, by redemption, and by our surrender
of our lives to Him.

The images of plowing fields and tending sheep in verse 7
represent spiritual labor, to which Christ called His own
followers (John 21:16; Acts 20:28; | Peter 5:2-3). A master is not
required to refresh or compensate his servant immediately,
even when he has plowed his master’s fields or fed his sheep.
The servant has merely done his duty. Before the servant can
sit down and rest, he must prepare and serve his master’s meal.
Though tired, he is still under obligation to serve.

3. How much effort must be made for the Master? Luke 17:8.
ComMENT: From the master’s point of view, all the servant had
already accomplished was a matter of obligation, and now he
demands further obedience and additional service from him. His
needs must be satisfied first, and then at the proper time, the
servant may eat. This represents our work on earth on our
Master’ s behalf, giving Him the spiritual food and drink of seeing
His Father's will accomplished (John 4:32-34). We are under
obligation to Christ, and without delay and rest, we must present
ourselves completely to Him in service (Romans 12:1).

4. Should a servant expect immediate praise or compensation for
his obedience and service to the Master? Luke 17:9.
ComMENT: The only limit to the servant’s duty is his master’'s

The lesson in verses 1-6 unites with the parable in verses 7-
10, which emphasizes the obligation of each disciple to serve
the Master without expectation of release or reward. His follow-
ers must give complete obedience to Him no matter what trials
come upon them and like Him, they must conquer their own
human nature by suffering. Jesus emphasizes the kind of faith
His disciples would need to endure coming trials and to obey
His commands (I Timothy 1:5). This parable is designed to
guard against the subtle danger in the servant who becomes
satisfied with his work and expects that the Master will recog-
nize his service with reward. Jesus impresses on His disciples
the difficult and continuous service He requires of them and
the attitude in which their service should be given.
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will. Thereis no point at which we can claim that we have done
enough and are entitled to ease. The servant is always a debtor
of service; the master is never a debtor of reward. One who
idolizes his duty may be satisfied when his duty is accom-
plished and expect the praise of others, but servants should
not expect even thanks.

God promises us rewards, but we do not work for the Master
simply to receive compensation. As servants, we serve Him
because we are His to command as He wills and because we love
Him. He has every right to our service and is under no obligation
to thank us for our obedience. The servant does not serve for
nothing, but receives consideration for the gift of salvation
because of his dedicated obedience and humble service. Never-
theless, it isgood for His servants to seek His praises and rewards
with the right attitude because God does praise and reward the
faithful (Colossians 3:23-24).

5. After serving the master, why is the servant still unprofitable?
What is expected of us? Luke 17:10.

ComMENT: The lowly attitude of the servant is seen clearly in the
word translated “servant” in verse 7. It is the Greek word doulos
meaning “bondservant.” During Christ’s time, such a servant-
slave was under the complete authority of his master. We must
take this lowly position if we are going to serve our Master well.
Our service will always fal short of the suffering and sacrifice
Jesus received while in the flesh on earth. Therefore, there is no
such thing as an excess of earned credit in us; even after serving
our best at what the Master requires, we are still unprofitable
servants in comparison to Christ. After performing our duty
perfectly, we are dtill short of earned credit before God. We
cannot build anything on our own effort. If we expect thanks
and reward for fulfilling the minimum requirement of work, our
thoughts are not on the duty but on what we may gain.

Christ expects every church member to do his duty in a mind
and will unified with His. Hisemphasison humility isahard lesson
for those who will not serve unless given recognition, honor, and
position. In reality, much of the service we perform for Him is
humbling and obscure by the world's standard. Christian works
must be done in faith (James 2:20). The only way to obtain
increased faith is for the working servant to manifest steadfast,
persevering obedience, grounded in humility with the help of
the Holy Spirit. Faith is produced as a fruit of the Holy Spirit
(Galatians 5:22). A humble, obedient, serving attitude goes along
way to increasing faith and practicing true forgiveness.




