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PERSONAL » fromJohnW.Ritenbaugh

and Babylon

Part Four: Where Is the Woman of Revelation 177

The previous three articles have laid a foundation
showing anumber of good reasons exist for explor-
ing the possibility that some of what we have been
taught about end-time eventsis not completely ac-
curate. Significant eventsthrough the centuriesand
in the immediate past need to be factored into our
analysis of what is happening today. Undoubtedly,
the general conditions that define the end time are
occurring. We are indeed “in the season,” as one
might say.

However, in some cases precise events are not
falling into place as we thought they would. In
particular, Europeisnot devel opingintothepolitical,
economic, and military powerhousethat Revelation
13 describesas an entity everyonefears. It may still
do so, but if so, it is happening very slowly. In
addition to the slow development of Europeinto a
superpower, we must al so consider modern Israel’s
tremendous, collective dominance in areas most
deemimportant to recognition asthemost influential
people on earth today.

Y et, even though we are in the period when end-
time conditionsexist, westill have only vagueideas
about the precise amount of time left until all the
prophesied end-timeeventsoccur. Therefore, specu-
lation must be a part of everybody’ send-timeinter-
pretations. Unfortunately, some are so caught up in
interpreting prophecy that it garners most of their
biblical study and meditation. It is certainly not
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wrong to have a healthy curiosity regarding proph-
ecy, but we must be careful to maintain abalance by
not allowing it to consume all our study time.

| Corinthians 13:2 cautionsusregarding prophecy’ s
importancerelativeto avital virtue: “And though
I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all
mysteries and all knowledge, . . . but have not
love, | am nothing.” We need to grasp this true
principle. We must understand that whether or not
we know every detail of prophecy has little impact
onsalvation. Other knowledgeisfar moreimportant
tosalvationthan even atrue, complete knowledge of
prophecy.

Of supreme importance is the subject of this
chapter—love. Coming to know God, growing, and
overcoming in conduct and attitude are exceedingly
moreimportant, asare growinginlovefor both God
and the brethren, fellowshipping in peace and har-
mony, and strengthening our marriage and child-
training practices.

However, as the church entered the end-time
season, God revealed the locations of the people of
Israel inthelast daysfor our benefit, sothat wecould
better grasp what is happening in the world around
us. Israel’ sidentity is an end-time secret revealed.
Therefore, He judged it helpful for usto know, not
for purposesof vanity, but sowewould bemotivated
to keep His law more precisely, as Deuteronomy
29:29 instructs. In other words, God reveals pro-
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phetic truths to make us pay better attention to our
conduct.

God has revealed modern Israel’s geographic lo-
cations, but where is Israel located in the book of
Revelation? Could Revelation, the most important
prophetic book dealing with the end time, ignore the
most important, powerful, andinfluential collection of

The Woman of Revelation 12

Thenation of Israel issymbolically referred to through-
out the chapter. In verse 1, Israel is described as a
Woman clothed with the sun and moon and wearing a
crown of stars. Tying the symbolsto Joseph’sdreamin
Genesis 37 confirms the Woman’ sidentity. In the next
verse, Israel isthe Woman about to give birth.

In verses 3-4, the Child she is about to bear is the
focus of the great red Dragon’ s—Satan’ s—murderous
intent. Verse5identifiesher child asthe Messiah, Jesus
Christ, the One born to rule all nations. In verse 6, the
Woman who gave birth to Christ, |srael, fleesto aplace
God prepared for her. That placeis, | believe, wherethe
Israelitish nations are located today.

Note that by verses 7-9, time has progressed to the
end, when God throws Satan and his demons out of
heaven for good. Verses 10-11 allude to the church by
mentioning people overcoming the Dragon by the blood
of the Lamb. At no time, however, isthe Woman of the
early verses of this chapter, Israel, indicated to be
converted.

But where is the church located? Verse 17 provides
a hint, mentioning “the remnant of her offspring, who
keep the commandments of God and have the testimony
of Jesus Christ.” Verse 13, which follows the interlude
involving the Dragon being cast to earth, clarifies the
object of the prophecy up until verse 17: “Now when the
dragon saw that he had been cast to the earth, he
persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male
Child.” The Woman who gave birth to the Messiah is
specifically named. She cannot represent the church
becausethe church did not givebirth to the M essiah, but
thenation of Israel did. Thus, the people of Israel arethe
object of the Devil’ s persecutions.

nations in the last days? Israel is directly named in
only three insignificant places. However, as the last
article disclosed, it isrevealed symbolically in Rev-
elation 12. This article will show that it is just as
clearly revealed elsewhere in Revelation. Before
that, a quick review of Israel’s appearance in Rev-
elation 12 will be helpful.

In verse 14, no break in the narrative occurs to
indicate the Devil’s focus changes. It is Israel, perse-
cuted by Satan, who is given two wings of agreat eagle
to fly to her place from the face of the serpent. In the
past, we have always applied verse 14 to the church, but
there is nothing to indicate any change in subject has
taken place! Againinverse 15, theserpent spewsaflood
from hismouth to destroy the nation of Israel. Likewise,
thenationishel ped by meansof theearth swallowingthe
flood in verse 16.

It isnot until verse 17 that the church comes directly
into the picture, identified as “the rest of her [the
Woman' g] offspring, who keep the commandments of
God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ,” the Mes-
siah born to the Woman in verse 5. Israel, the nation,
does not keep the commandments of God, nor does it
havethe testimony of Jesus Christ. Even asthe Messiah
was born of the Woman and definitely kept the com-
mandments of God, so also does the remnant of her
offspring, who are now clearly distinguished from her.

Putting verse 17 together withverses7-12, thechurch,
the Woman'’s offspring, will undergo some measure of
persecution within Israel before the Woman—Israel—
flees in verse 15. Otherwise, why would verse 11 say
they “overcame. . . by the blood of the Lamb” and “did
not love their lives to the death” ?

Verse 17 clearly states that the Dragon leaves the
Woman who fled and headstoward some other geographi-
cal location to persecute those who keep the command-
ments. In other words, the Woman who fled and her
offspring that keep the commandments are, at the time
verse 17 occurs, at different locations. Thisinterpretation
puts an entirely different cast upon this prophecy.

Characteristics of the Woman of Revelation 17

The apostle John writesin Revelation 17:5-7:

And on her forehead a name was written: MY S-
TERY,BABYLON THEGREAT, THEMOTHER
OF HARLOTSAND OF THE ABOMINATIONS
OF THE EARTH. And | saw the woman, drunk

withtheblood of the saintsand with the bl ood of the
martyrs of Jesus. And when | saw her, | marveled
with great amazement. But the angel said to me,
“Why didyou marvel ?1 will tell youthe mystery of
the woman and of the beast that carries her, which
has the seven heads and the ten horns.”
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The Beast and Babylon

It isinteresting that God labels this Woman a*“mys-
tery.” Isher identity the mystery, or isit her character?
I's she a nation or a church of old that resurfaces as an
influential power intheend time? We are not | eft to guess
because the angel says, “| will show you the mystery of
the woman and of the beast.” Revelation 17 and 18
contain many cluesto the identification of the Woman.

Vine's Expository Dictionary defines “mystery”
(Strong’ s #3466) as that which

denotes, not the mysterious (as with the Eng[lish]
word), but that which, being outside the range of
unassisted natural apprehension, can be made
known only by divine revelation, and is made
knowninamanner and at atime appointed by God,
and to those only who are illumined by His Spirit.

Speaking of the same period as Revelation 17, Daniel
12:10 parallels the need for divine revelation: “Many
shall bepurified, madewhite, and refined, but thewicked
shall do wickedly; and none of the wicked shall under-
stand, but the wise shall understand.” Elsewhere, the
wise are defined asthose who keep the commandments,
so wetrust that we are the wise, and God will makethis
mystery known to us.

In Revelation 18:7, three of this mystery Woman's
remarkabl e characteristicsarenamed, whichwill helpto
identify her: “In the measure that she glorified herself
and lived luxuriously, in the same measure give her
torment and sorrow; for she saysin her heart, ‘| sitasa
gueen, and am no widow, and will not see sorrow.’”

“She hasglorified herself” implies pride, even to the
point of arrogance. Jeremiah 51:41 adds an interesting
assessment of why Babylon may have this haughty
attitude: “Oh, how Sheshach is taken! Oh, how the
praise of thewhole earthis seized! How Babylon has
become desolate amongthenations!” Having theadmi-
ration of the nationsisenough to turn the head of all but
the most sound-minded of people, and Babylon isnot of
thisquality.

Revelation 18:7 then says of her, “she lived luxuri-

The Woman Rides the Beast

We need to step back before proceeding through the
descriptive material concerning the Woman in Revela-
tion 18. Notice Revelation 16:17-19:

Then the seventh angel poured out hisbowl intothe
air, and a loud voice came out of the temple of
heaven, from the throne, saying, “It isdone!” And
there were noises and thunderings and lightnings;
and there was a great earthquake, such a mighty
and great earthquake as had not occurred since
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ously,” or asother translations suggest “ extravagantly,”
“lustfully,” or “unrestrainedly.” The terms suggest the
very apex of luxury, indicating satiety, an overindul gent
superabundance, a state of having too much. She in-
dulges herself in asurfeit of thingsto pamper her flesh
and stimulate the vanity of her mind.

Finally, theversepeersinto thedepthsof her thoughts
about herself. What she thinks of herself magnifiesthe
other qualities: “I sit asaqueen, and am no widow, and
shall see no sorrow.” She sees herself as above the
masses of peoplestrugglingto get by. Shedirectsherlife
to avoid suffering. She displays an in-your-face, “let
them eat cake,” haughty superiority. We should realize,
however, that the avoidance of suffering inevitably
produces compromise with law and conscience.

Thus, wehaveanation portrayed as proud to the point
of arroganceand self-confident initssecurity, thinking it
has produced its power by its own means. It lives
extravagantly relative to the levels of the rest of the
world, and it seeks immediate gratification. It fails to
disciplineitself asit compromiseswith known standards.

Notice how thisdescription parall el soneof Jerusalem
inEzekiel 16:48-51.

“Asl live,” saystheLord Gop, “neither your sister
Sodom nor her daughters have done as you and
your daughters have done. Look, this was the
iniquity of your sister Sodom: Sheand her daughter
had pride, fullness of food, and abundance of
idleness; neither did she strengthen the hand of
the poor and needy. And they were haughty and
committed abomination before Me; therefore |
took them away as | saw fit. Samaria did not
commit half of your sins; but you have multiplied
your abominations more than they, and have justi-
fiedyour sistersby all theabominationswhichyou
have done.”

Incredible but true because God’ s Word is true. Jerusa-
lem, by God’ sjudgment, wasworsethan either Sodom or
Samarial

men were on the earth. Now the great city was
dividedintothreeparts, and thecitiesof thenations
fell. And great Babylon was remembered before
God, to give her the cup of the wine of the fierce-
ness of His wrath.

These versesare actual ly theintroduction to chapters
17 and 18, which feature the description of Babylon the
Great. They also serve to introduce the term “great.”
“Great” hasmany applications, butinrelationto Babylon,

5
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it implies power, wealth, authority, influence, and evil.
Thisadjective should be kept in mind aspart of virtually
every aspect of its character.

Revelation 17:1-7 displays Babylon on the stage of
future events for our consideration:

Then one of the seven angels who had the seven
bowls came and talked with me, saying to me,
“Come, | will show you the judgment of the great
harlot who sits on many waters, with whom the
kings of the earth committed fornication, and the
inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the
wine of her fornication.” So he carried meaway in
the Spirit into the wilderness. And | saw awoman
sitting on a scarlet beast which was full of names
of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.
Thewoman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and
adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls,
havinginher hand agolden cupfull of abominations
and the filthiness of her fornication. And on her
forehead a name was written; MY STERY,
BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF
HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS
OF THE EARTH. | saw the woman, drunk with
the blood of the saints and with the blood of the
martyrs of Jesus. And when | saw her, | marveled
with great amazement. But the angel said to me,
“Why didyou marvel ?1 will tell youthe mystery of
the woman and of the beast that carries her, which
has the seven heads and the ten horns.”

Notice that the Beast the Woman rides has seven
heads and ten horns just like the Beast in Revelation
13—because it is the same Beast. What is added is the
Woman riding the Beast. Thisis a position of control
much liketherider of ahorse. Verse5 clearly identifies
the rider as “Mystery, Babylon the Great.”

Is the Woman a Church?

We have, it seems, always accepted that the Woman
riding the beast is the Catholic Church. We believed this
largely based onthe symbolismthat awoman symbolizesa
church. However, there are good reasons to doubt this
conclusion because the Bible itself does not consistently
employ the symbol that way. We will see from some
examples in the Old Testament that a woman predomi-
nantly symbolizesacity, which, inturn, representsanation.
Ezekiel 16 identifies Jerusalem in this manner:

Son of man, cause Jerusalem to know her abomi-
nations. . . . | made you thrive like a plant in the
field; and you grew, matured, and became very
beautiful. Your breasts were formed, your hair

For her to beriding the Beast, somekind of relationship
between the two must exist. In fact, each, the Woman
and the Beadt, is part of the same general, Babylonish
system, but in them, God reveals two distinctly different
aspects, personalities, or approaches within the system.

Obviously, ahuman woman would approach lifeand
its events differently than awild animal. The Beast is
depicted in Revelation 13:2 as consisting of the stron-
gest parts of aleopard, bear, and lion. Each of these
animals is undeniably a wild beast, and each on its
own isan immensely powerful animal that awoman,
on her own, would be no match for. Yet Revelation
showstheWomanin control, riding the seemingly super-
powerful Beast. At this point in the prophecy, she is
greater, superior, more powerful, and more influential
than the Beast.

Jesus saysin Mark 3:24-26, “If akingdom isdivided
against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if ahouse
isdivided against itself, that house cannot stand. And if
Satan has risen up against himself, and is divided, he
cannot stand, but has an end.” Thisprovidesaprinciple
that may help usunderstand Revelation 17. TheWoman
and the Beast represent political powers with diverse
and competing interests and aims within the same gen-
eral, Babylonish system. Each is competing for world
domination. Just assurely as Satan’ shouse cannot stand
when divided, the Babylonish system cannot stand!

Revelation 17:16 confirmsthisprinciple: “Andtheten
horns which you saw on the beast, these will hate the
harlot, make her desolate and naked, eat her flesh and
burn her with fire.” At this point, any cooperation and
competition between the two end. Competition may
appear on the surface to be good, producing better
quality and better value. However, it ultimately divides
and destroys because the self-interests of those compet-
ing eventually drivethem against each other to gainmore
for the self.

grew, but you were naked and bare. . . . But you
trusted in your own beauty, played the harlot be-
cause of your fame, and poured out your harlotry
oneveryone passing by whowould haveit. ... You
are an adulterous wife, who takes strangers in-
stead of her husband. (verses 2, 7, 15, 32)

Clearly, God uses a woman to symbolize a city and a
nation, in this case specifically, Jerusalem, and in the
broader sense, Israel.

Noticealso Ezekiel 23:2-4:

Son of man, there were two women, the daughters
of one mother. They committed harlotry in Egypt,
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The Beast and Babylon

they committed harlotry intheir youth; their breasts
werethereembraced, their virgin bosom wasthere
pressed. Their names: Oholahtheelder and Oholibah
her sister; they were Mine, and they bore sons and
daughters. Asfor their names, Samariais Oholah,
and Jerusalem is Oholibah.

Itisindisputably plainthat Oholah representsthecity
of Samaria, which in turn stands for the ten northern
tribes called “Israel.” In like manner, Oholibah repre-
sents Jerusal em, which signifies Judah, the southerntwo
tribes. It also becomes clear from these two chapters
that thewoman symbolismincludescitiesand nations of
vile character and reputation, even though at times the
woman symbol might represent the church made pure by
Christ’ sblood. Certainly, theWoman of Revelation17is
anything but pure!

In Isaiah 47:1, we find another Old Testament ex-
ample in which the woman symbol refers to a city:
“Come down and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of
Babylon; sit onthe ground without athrone, O daughter
of the Chaldeans! For you shall no morebecalled tender
and delicate.” Again, the pattern holds true: We find a
woman symbolizing a city and nation, not a church. In
this case, though, awoman symbolizesBabylon, apagan
city and nation, not Israel.

Lamentations1:1-7 presentsuswithyet another vivid
example:

How lonely sitsthecity that wasfull of people! How
likeawidow isshe, whowasgreat among thenations!
The princess among the provinces has become a
slave!l Sheweepshitterly inthenight, her tearsareon
her cheeks; among all her lovers she has none to
comfort her. All her friends have dealt treacherously
with her; they have become her enemies. Judah has
gone into captivity, under affliction and hard servi-
tude; she dwells among the nations, all her persecu-
tors overtake her in dire straits. The roads to Zion
mourn because no one comesto the set feasts. All her
gates are desolate; her priests sigh, her virgins are
afflicted, and she is in bitterness. Her adversaries
have become the master, her enemies prosper; for
the Loro has afflicted her because of the multitude
of her transgressions. Her children have goneinto
captivity beforethe enemy. And from the daughter
of Zion all her splendor has departed. Her princes
have become like deer that find no pasture, that
flee without strength before the pursuer. In the
days of her affliction and roaming, Jerusalem re-
membersall her pleasant thingsthat she hadin the
days of old. When her people fell into the hand of
the enemy with no oneto help her, the adversaries
saw her and mocked at her downfall.

Here, even before the woman symbol appears, the
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city isidentified as female by feminine pronouns. It is
morespecifically designated asawidow, another female
figure. Before the verse ends, it reflects back on an
earlier time when she was a princess, another female
figure, but now sheis aslave.

In verse 3, the city morphs into Judah, the nation.
Then in verse 4, an alternate name for Jerusalem,
Zion, is used, and the female identity continues. In
verse 6, the city becomes “the daughter of Zion.” It
is not until verse 7 that Jerusalem, the woman de-
scribed throughout thiscontext, isdirectly named. If one
would read further, we would see that people have
seen her nakedness, and her sin was in her skirts,
referring to sins of idolatry, which God describesin
sexual terms.

TheNew King Jamesversion usesfemininepronouns
28timesin those seven versesin reference to the entity
variously called “a city,” “Judah,” “a widow,” “the
princess,” “Zion, “the daughter of Zion,” and “ Jerusa-
lem.” Undoubtedly, awoman symbolizesacity, and city,
a nation. Each of the female symbols depicts the same
thing, Jerusalem and Judah, but from glightly different
perspectives. Within this context, it is not depicting a
church. |Is there a parallel to the church in Lamenta-
tions? Yes, but it is indirect, imprecise, and at best
secondary.

The Old Testament never refers to Israel as a church.
Why? Therewas no church at that time. Not until the New
Testament does the Bible weakly suggest a woman sym-
bolizesachurch (Galatians4:21-31; seealsoll Corinthians
11:2), and that symbolismisrestricted to the I srael of God
(Galatians 6:16). However, even in this case, the true
church still suggests a city and a nation. Galatians 4:26
refersto the church as*“ Jerusalem above. . . the mother of
usall,” and | Peter 2:9 callsit “aholy nation.”

The woman symbol is not used once for the false
church. The idea that the Woman represents the false
church is drawn from Galatians 4:21-31 then wrongly
combined with Revelation 12:13-16, where the true
churchisnot even the subject. Thisunsupported conclu-
sion isthen erroneously applied to the harlot in Revela-
tion17.

TheEnglishword“church” isderived from the Greek
kuriakon, which means“belonging to alord.” Of itself,
kuriakon has absolutely no religious connotations. It
simply means the lord or master of a property, and the
Bible never uses it in reference to the body of Christ.
Revelation 1:10 translates it as “Lord’s” in the phrase
“theLord sday,” andit plainly meanstheday belonging
to the Lord.

English-speaking Israelites transformed kuriakon
into areligiousterm. It emerged first asthe word “kirk”
and evolvedthroughthecenturiesinto“ church.” Itsfirst
usage in English was to identify a building in which
religious meetings were held, but eventually, it cameto

(continued on page 17)



Part Two

0 we readlize to what we
have been called? We may
glibly answer withthestan-

dard phrases about the Kingdom of
God, HisFamily, and eternal life, but
do we really understand what this
means? For those of us who are
changed to spirit at our Savior'sre-
turn, it means marriage to the King
of kings and Lord of lords, Jesus
Christ. We have been called to be-
come His Bride.

Not only will we attend the Mar-
riage Supper of the Lamb, we will
liveand reignwith Christ, not just for
athousand years, but for all eternity.
Wewill be His constant companion,
His confidante, and His helpmeet.
Wewill havebeenfully prepared for
thisendless, joyousresponsibility by
our lives in the flesh, in which we
patterned our lives after Him. We
will bejust like Him, afitting Bride!

Boaz and Ruth

ast time, we saw several biblical
parallels of Christ’s marriage to

the church. The marriage of Boaz
and Ruth the Moabitess is also a
picture of the scheduled wedding
of the King of kings. The story
takes place just after Passover, as
the barley harvest is beginning,
after the wavesheaf offering. This
isatype of God calling the church
first, in the smaller barley harvest
(Ruth 1:22). The book of Ruth is
traditionally read during the Feast
of Pentecost, so its themes are
“meat in due season.”

Ruth converts to the true religion
after thedeath of her husband (verses
16-17). Spiritually, sheisconsidered
of the seed of Abraham through
this act, asare all who are of God's
spiritual household. In Ruth’s case,
sheisalsorelated by marriageto the
wealthy landowner, Boaz. Recall that
Rebekah and the Bride of Christ are
also of the same household or kin of
the bridegroom.

Boaz, arighteous manin an un-
righteous time, obeys God'’ s rules
of generosity (Deuteronomy 24:19-
21) and leaves the corners of his
field unharvested. He even com-
mands his reapers to drop sheaves
for Ruth and other poor gleaners.
Ruth in turn is looking for afield

Wilf You
Marry Me?

owner in whose eyes she may find
grace (Ruth 2:1-3), just astheBride
of Christ finds grace. Boaz notices
her hard work, and no doubt her
beauty, and commands his men to
be even more generous with her.
He urges her to glean in hisfield,
and not another—more obvious
lessons (verse 8). He graciously
invites this poor woman to eat and
drink from his table, to eat his
bread, and to dip it in the wine
vinegar (verse 14). This should
bring to mind what Paul saystothe
Corinthians (I Corinthians 10:16-
17, 21).

Throughthelawsof levirate mar-
riage, Boaz buystherightsto marry
Ruth, redeeming her from a closer
kinsman (Deuteronomy 25:5-10;
Ruth 4:1-12). Boaz, much older
than Ruth, loves her dearly, as
Jesus, who has been since the be-
ginning, lovesHisnew Bridedearly.
Just as Boaz becomes Ruth’s re-
deemer, we too have a Redeemer.
Jesus bought us with the price of
Hisown blood—and now Heisour
Master and Bridegroom. As such,
we become co-heirs of everything
promised to Jesus Christ (Romans
8:16-17).

At the end of the barley and
early wheat harvest, Boaz marries
Ruth, right about the time of Pen-
tecost (Ruth 4:13). Their marriage
unites lsraelite and Gentile into
one, just as Jesus “is our peace,
who has made both one, and has
broken down the middle wall of
division between us’ (Ephesians
2:14). In the same way, at the end
of the small, spiritual barley har-
vest and the early wheat harvest,
which picturesthissmall, total num-
ber that comprise the elect of God,
Christ will marry Hischurch. Boaz
and Ruthwere King David’ sgreat-
grandparents and ancestors of
Christ (Ruth 4:18-21).

The Proposal

n the New Covenant, the Father
still selectstheBridefor Jesus(John
6:44). In the days of the apostles,
once the bride was selected and the
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bride-price agreed upon, the man
seeking a bride would go to the
young lady in mind and present her
with his cup of wine. He would tell
her his cup represents his life and
proposes marriage by offering his
cuptoher. Hewould then voicehis
desire to have them share their
lives together. If she takes his cup
and drinks of it, she accepts his
marriage proposal and agrees to
live by the terms of the new cov-
enant they are making with each
other. Sound familiar?

“Then Hetook thecup, and gave
thanks, and gaveit to them, saying,
‘Drink from it, all of you. For this
is My blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for many for the
remission of sins’” (Matthew
26:27-28). When Jesus uttered this,
the disciples were probably taken
aback, wondering why He was
using wordssimilar towhat ayoung
man would say in proposing to a
woman.

Every year we drink of the
Master’s cup, we remind ourselves
of thetimewe accepted our Fiancé's
cup and formed anew covenant with
Him. We look forward to that time
when the King puts on a wedding
for His Son (Matthew 22:1-14),
when we will be the Bride at that
wedding! We will sit at the King’'s
table and participate with our new
Husband asHeraises His cup again,
for the first time since that night in
Jerusalem.

Jesus and His Father go a step
further and give us a guarantee of
His promise to marry us. On the
Feast of Pentecost (Acts 2), fifty
days after Jesus’' resurrection, God
sent a“ deposit,” the " earnest” of the
Holy Spirit—the guarantee of the
full paymentto comelater (Ephesians
1:13-14), whenweare changed from
flesh to spirit. There may be more
here than some realize.

The Greek word for “earnest” is
arrabon. When taken in the context
of our understanding of a glorious
wedding coming, itisaword packed
with meaning. Vine's Expository
Dictionary of New Testament
Words comments:
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Originally, “earnest-money”
deposited by the purchaser and
forfeited if the purchase was
not completed, [arrabon] was
probably a Phoenician word,
introduced into Greece. Ingen-
eral usage it came to denote“a
pledge’ or “earnest” of any
sort; intheNT itisused only of
that which isassured by God to
believers; it issaid of the Holy
Spirit asthedivine* pledge” of
all their future blessedness, . . .
particularly of their eternal in-
heritance.

Then comes this final sentence:
“In modern Greek arrabona is an
‘engagement ring.’” Of course! It
makes so much sense. When Jesus
asksusto drink of His cup—and we
do—Hefollowsby givingusasign of
His pledge: a kind of engagement
ring, an earnest of His Holy Spirit!
All this happened on the very likely
anniversary of God’' sproposal to ls-
rael, the Day of Pentecost, about the
time Boaz and Ruth pledged their
troth.

The Wedding

ho will perform the wed-

ding? Matthew 22:2 gives
us a huge clue! “The kingdom of
heaven is like a certain king, who
arranged a wedding for his son.”
Who is this king? God the Father,
of course! Who elsewould bequali-
fied? Jesus parable in Matthew
22 goes on to say the King (God
the Father) isin attendance, meet-
ing the guests (verse 11). These
are clues.

Where will the wedding take
place? Psalm 45, called the “ song of
loves,” appears to be describing the
same event:

Theroyal daughter isall glori-
ouswithinthepal ace; her cloth-
ing is woven with gold. She
shall be brought to the King in
robes of many colors; the vir-
gins, her companions who fol-
low her, shall be brought to
Y ou. With gladness and rejoic-

ing they shall be brought; they
shall enter the King's palace.
(verses 13-15)

There has been extensive specu-
lation on thispoint, and we cannot be
compl etely definiteabout theanswer.
Some speculate it will take place on
the earth, but it seems God the Fa-
ther performs the wedding. The Fa-
ther, however, does not come to the
earth until the Millennium is over
(see Revelation 20 and 21).

We are given another clue in the
way weddings were conducted in
ancient times. Recall that Rebekah
had to leave her home in Nahor and
go to where Isaac—who took her
into Sarah’s tent—Ilived. Sarah is a
type of heavenly Jerusalem
(Galatians 4:22-26), and “ Jerusalem
above. . .isthemother of usall.” If
Isaac, a type of Jesus Christ, took
Rebekah, a type of the church, into
Sarah’s tent, we may deduce that
theweddingwill takeplacein heaven.

Also, remember that in Jesus’
day, only the father of the bride-
groom knew for sure when the
wedding was ready, hence Jesus’
words, “But of that day and hour
no one knows . . . but my Father
only” (Matthew 24:36). When the
father gives the word to begin the
wedding, the bridegroom goes to
get the bride and takes her back to
his father’s house for the actual
wedding.

I n addition, thewedding chamber
itself was usually in or near the
bridegroom’s father’s house. No
wonder Jesus says in John 14:2-3
that His Father’s house has many
rooms, mansions, abodes! He says,
“l go to prepare a place for you.
And . . . | will come again and
receive you to Myself; that where|
am, there you may be also.”

Notice that in several places in
Revelation, after the seventh—or
last—angel has sounded in Revela-
tion 11:15, we find the 144,000, the
“firstfruits,” standingon Mount Zion
with the Lamb, Christ (Revelation
14:1, 3-4). This cannot be earthly
Mount Zion, as Christ does not fi-
nally return to earth as conquering



King until Revelation 19. This may
be a vision of Christ and His Bride
after their marriage, and they are
standing on a heavenly Mount Zion
(see Hebrews 12:22).

In Revelation 14:3, the 144,000
are described as being “redeemed
from the earth.” Who are the “re-
deemed” ?God’ schurchisredeemed.
Remember Boaz was the redeemer
of Ruth, who was a type of the
church. Thereal Redeemer is Christ
(Isaiah 44:6). Thus, the 144,000 are
clearly those redeemed by Christ,
the Lamb. They follow Him wher-
ever Hegoes (Revelation 14:4; John
12:26).

Though heaven is clearly not the
final reward of the saved, it isexcit-
ingto contemplatethedistinct possi-
bility that the wedding of Christ and
His Bride could take place in the
heavenly Temple of God, with God
the Father Himself officiating! We
cannot be dogmatic about this, but it
is exciting to think about. Jesus was
ableto endure His severe test on the
stake by looking to “the joy that was
set before Him” (Hebrews 12:1-2).
We can—we must—do the same.
Looking forward to such a close
union with our Savior can help us
have a joy that sees us through the
many rough spots of daily life.

Wepick upthestory in Revelation
19:5. Thesettingisstill heaven, with
the twenty-four elders and the four
living creatures before God:

Then a voice came from the
throne, saying, “Praise our
God, all you Hisservantsand
those who fear Him, both
small andgreat!” And| heard,
as it were, the voice of a
great multitude, as the sound
of many waters and as the
sound of mighty thunderings,
saying, “Alleluial FortheLord
God Omnipotent reigns! Let
us be glad and rejoice and
give Him glory, for the mar-
riage of the Lamb has come,
and His wife has made her-
self ready.” Andto her it was
granted to be arrayed in fine
linen, clean and bright, for the
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finelinenistherighteousacts
of the saints. Then he said to
me, “Write: ‘ Blessed arethose
who arecalled to the marriage
supper of the Lamb!'” And he
said to me, “These are the true
sayings of God.”

After this, we see heaven opened
once more (Revelation 19:11-13),
revealing awhitehorseandtheWord
of Godridingit. Thearmiesinheaven
follow Him, at which time the as-
sembled enemy forces surrounding
Jerusalem and other areas of mod-
ern-day Israel are destroyed by the
Word and Hisforces (verses 14-21).
Jesus and His Bride land on the
Mount of Olives, which splits in
two, and they conquer and settlein
earthly Jerusalem to reign for a
thousand years (Zechariah 13; Rev-
elation 20).

Commitment

esus warns in Matthew 20 that

many who are invited to the wed-
ding take their calling lightly and
spurn this momentous union. They
will miss out. Time is short. The
Bride of Christ is not yet ready, and
we may be caught by surprise when
He comes for us. Five of the seven
churches of Revelation 2 and 3 are
commanded to repent, towake up, to
answer the knock at the door, to be
ready for Jesus' coming. Like alov-
ing Husband, He wants us to re-
spond so that we will sit on His
throne with Him.

With Pentecost over and the long
summer monthsstretching out ahead
of us, we need to remember the
marriage proposal from our Master
and Fiancé. Jesus asks: “Will you
marry Me?” If we raised the
Master’scupto our lips at Passover,
we recommitted ourselves to our
betrothal.

Our actions since we accepted
the engagement ring of His Spirit
show if we are serious about the
wedding—or not. We have been
called to change, to overcome, to put
off carnality and put on righteous-
ness—to put on Christ Himself. If

we are committed to this union, we
are growing, bearing fruit, and be-
coming more compatible with our
Fiancé. We should bewalking asHe
walked, living as He lived, and we
can do this because Christ Himself
dwellsinusby HisSpirit (John17:23;
Romans8:9-11; Il Corinthians 13:5;
Galatians 4:19; etc.).

We should befulfilling what Paul
praysfor usin Ephesians 3:14-21.:

For thisreason | bow my knees
to the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, from whom the whole
family in heaven and earth is
named, that He would grant
you, according to the riches of
His glory, to be strengthened
withmight throughHisSpiritin
the inner man, that Christ may
dwell in your hearts through
faith; that you, being rooted
and grounded in love, may be
able to comprehend with all
the saints what is the width
and length and depth and
height—to know the love of
Christ which passes knowl-
edge; that you may be filled
with all the fullness of God.
Now to Him who is able to do
exceedingly abundantly above
all that we ask or think, ac-
cording to the power that
worksin us, to Him be glory
in the church by Christ Jesus
throughout all ages, world
without end. Amen.

When the Bride enters the Pal-
ace, we will be presented incor-
ruptible to our King, Jesus Christ;
wewill bewithout spot or wrinkle,
without fault (Psalms 45:13-15; |
Corinthians 15:49-54; Ephesians
5:27; Jude 24). We will be like
Him, not justin spirit body, but also
in mind and attitude. Wewill com-
prisethe Wife of theKing of Kings,
His holy companion, His helper—
one body, mind, and Spirit with
Him. HisWifewill siton Histhrone
with Him and remain with Him
wherever He goes forever. God
speed the day!

—Staff
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READY ANSWER

“Be Ready Always To Give An Answer” — | Peter 3:15 (KJV)

“A false balance is an
abomination to the Lord,
but a just weight
is His delight.”

Striving for Balance

as our children were
growing up and the numerous issues affecting
families began to become aredlity, we, like many
people, often felt overwhelmed by life. Earning a
living, providingfor theneedsof thefamily, striving
to train my children properly, as well as being
determined to do all required to be a growing
Christian all crowded the plate of my life—to the
point of regular and frequent overflow. My wife, as
our mainstay at home, also felt this pressure be-
cause her life was full too. Even our children
encountered periodsof being overwhelmed asthey
grew up.

During a conversation with our minister at the
time, | posed to him the question, “What isbalance
in life?” and asked him for a sermon on this
perplexing subject. Hisresponse surprised me: He
told me“towriteit up,” and hewould gladly speak
onit! Thisdeclarationreveal edthat he, too, struggled
with the entire subject of how to livea*“complete’
and “balanced” life.

Over the years, | have often posed this same
guestion to people, and | have received many
answers. Thecommon denominator in most people’' s
responses deals with the basic differences in hu-
man life. Thedifferencesbetween menandwomen,
between various cultures, in education, finances,
social position, childrearing beliefs, and even geog-
raphy are just a few of the factors that affected
how peopl e perceived balance for one person ver-
sus another. A superficial perusal of the Bible and
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commentariesrevealslittle on the subject of living
agodly, balanced life.

Themost interesting differencesin somechurch
members' perceptions of balance concern God,
Christ, and biblical teachings. Most would agree
that the Sabbath, holy days, clean and unclean
meats, tithing, the Millennium, and God’ sKingdom
areall basicideaswebelievein, buteachindividual’s
conception of them differs based on personal be-
liefs and past experiences. Even how a person
perceives God often derives more from past reli-
giousexperiencesthan from actual biblical revela-
tion. Some see God as an almost untouchable,
remote Being, while othersview Him asalovable,
huggable Teddy bear. Some perceive Him as dis-
interested and uninvolved, whileothersseeHim as
ahip-pocket, good-luck charm.

What can we learn from the pages of the Bible
on being balanced as Christians, spouses, children,
employees, or any other role we may fill? Isthere
aone-size-fits-all answer on how to be balanced?

Biblical Definitions

to “balance”

or similar words. In the Old Testament, “ balance”
is most often translated from the Hebrew word
mo’ zen, which refers to a pair of scales or bal-
ances. In the New Testament, the Greek word
zugos comes from the root of zeugnumi, which
(continued on page 20)
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PROPHECY WATCH
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Fart F—our;

“When He opened the third seal,
I heard the third living creature say,
‘Come and see.’
And | looked, and behold,
a black horse, and he who sat on it
had a pair of scalesin his hand.
And | heard a voice
in the midst of the four living creatures saying,
‘A quart of wheat for a denarius,
and three quarts of barley for a denarius;
and do not harm the oil and the wine.””
(Revelation 6:5-6)

ppression has been a constant factor in

human history. The strong have almost

always taken advantage of the weak,
the poor, and the isolated—and for many different
reasons. Whether because of sheer corruption of
power or greedy manipulation for personal gain,
powerful men and women have made the lives of
ordinary, powerless peoplemiserable. If questioned
about it, many of the former would simply say with
a shrug, “That’s the way the world works.”

Oppressionispart of acycleof turmoil and strife
endemicto humanity. Usually, thiscyclebeginswith
aperiod of justice and relative freedom enjoyed by
amajority of apopulace. Itissoon marred, however,
by increasing government intrusion into the personal
affairs of the citizenry, oftentimes in the form of
rising taxes and severe regulation or restriction of
employment, trade, speech, movement, and associa-
tion. Thissituation createsapowerful, elitegroup of
rulers who inevitably amass and hoard much of the
nation’ swealth, leaving pitifully little to be distrib-
uted to the squalid masses.

How long this state of affairs exists depends on
the character of the people, but usually theresult is
rebellion and the overthrow of the oligarchy. The
victors, promising a new constitution guaranteeing
all the freedomsthat the old regime had stolen from
them, set up anew government. They proclaim, “A
new day hasdawned! Justiceand equity will prevail!

—our

Our Golden Age lies ahead!”

Y et, thewheel continuesto turn. Beforelong, the
new rulers become the new oppressors. Another
generation of average Joes and Janes feels the bite
of tyranny.

A primary meansof repressionthroughout history
has been economic in nature. If aperson or agroup
can be kept at the subsistence level—that is, finan-
cially able to afford only the bare necessities of
life—heor it can be controlled. For instance, aman
who must work from sunup to sundown to make
enough to feed himself and hisfamily doesnot have
timeto further his education, start abusiness, travel
to see how otherslive, or collude with neighborsto
rebel against hisrulers. Essentially, suchapersonis
aslave, aserf, apauper, and those in authority have
little trouble holding his nose to the grindstone day
after day after day. Either he plodson, or heand his
dependents starve.

Westerners usually think of famine in terms of
massstarvationinremote, Third World countries. In
our mind’ seye, weseestick-thin, littlechildrenwith
distended bellies and bones clearly visible under
their skin, flies buzzing around their gaunt, staring
faces. Weimagineinterminablelinesof such people,
bowl or cup in hand, waiting to receive their daily
ration of grain or milk. Otherswe envision lying in
the dirt without the strength even to walk.

But thereisanother kind of famine, not asseverebut
ultimately just as calamitous. It is the famine of pro-
tracted undernourishment, one that weakens the
body, makingit sickly and short-lived, and crushesthe
spirit, causing hopelessness and apathy. Jeremiah
writesin Lamentations4:9, “ Thoseslain by the sword
are better off than those who die of hunger; for these
pine away, stricken for lack of the fruits of the field.”

It is such a long-term hunger that appears in
Revelation 6:5-6. No matter if it istheresult of war,
oppression, drought, or flooding, famineisaterrible
scourge, and sadly, hasclaimed millionsof livesover
thecenturies. Thisisthework of thethird horseman,
the rider of the black horse.
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Horsemen

Symbols of Scarcity

Theapostle John’ sdescription of thisthird horseand
horsemanisonceagain spare, asheprovidesusonly
two pertinent details: the black color of the horse
and the rider’ s pair of scales. Both of these details,
though, point to an overall interpretation of famine,
whichverse8verifiesby saying thisrider haspower
to kill “with hunger.” In the Sermon on the Mount,
Jesus also names this seal as “famine” (Matthew
24:7).

We moderns tend to consider black to be the
opposite of white, soto us, black isthe color of evil,
personified in the almost totally black costume of
Darth Vader in Star Wars. The ancients made no
such symbolic contrast (but see Matthew 5:36),
althoughthey did see symbolic oppositesin darkness
and light. Biblically, black isnot the color of sin but
simply an object’ strue color. Black, blackness, and
blacker are found 23 timesin the Bible, describing
the sky, hair, cloth, marble, skin, night, ravens,
cumin, and horses. In each occurrence, blackness
appears to be a synonym for “darkness.”

Thisdoesnot mean, however, that the color black
holds no symbolic meaning. It certainly has over-
tonesof foreboding. Specifically, thelsraelitesused
black to signify the mournful and unhealthy mien of
those enduring scarcity, want, and famine, particu-
larly as ajudgment from God. Notice:

e Jeremiah 14:2: Judah mourns, and her
gates languish; they mourn [literally, are
black] for theland, and the cry of Jerusalem
has gone up.

» Lamentations5:10: Our skinishot [literally,
black] as an oven, because of the fever of
famine.

» Joel 2:6: Before them the people writhe in

pain; all facesaredrained of color [literally,
gather blackness].
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* Nahum 2:10: She is empty, desolate, and
wastel The heart melts, and the knees
shake; much pain isin every side, and all
their faces are drained of color [literally,
gather blackness].

ToaHebrew, theblack horse of thethird seal would
picturetheillnessand dearth of afamine, specifically
the dirt and squalor of those who had nothing.

“Pair of scales” translates the Greek word zugon,
whichliterally means“yoke,” asinayokeof oxen or
the yoke of bondage. The beam of abalance, which
resembles ayoke's crossbeam, joins or couples the
two pans just as a yoke joins the oxen. Just asit is
better if the yoked oxen are evenly matched, so the
purpose of the balance is to determine that the
contents of the two pans are equal.

Today, we have little experience with pairs of
scales or balances, yet until recently, they were the
commonly used means of weighing substances. Per-
hapswearefamiliar withapair of scalesfromitsuse
inaWestern movieto determinetheweight of agold
nugget. In addition, most of us are aware that a
balanceisan international symbol of justice, depict-
ing the supposed equality of all before the law.
Elementsof both of these common usesappear inthe
third horseman.

In ancient times, the value or quantity of athing
was determined by weighing it on scales. In fact,
people bought and sold items by weight or measure
rather than by our currency-based system. For in-
stance, the shekel wasnot originally aunit of money
but of weight according to which the price and
quantity of things were determined. Assuch, scales
werecommon marketplaceitems, and God demanded
they be used justly (Leviticus 19:36; Proverbs 11:1;
16:11; Amos 8:4-10; Matthew 7:2).

Interestingly, because scales are easily manipu-
lated, they can also be a symbol of fraudulent exac-
tion and oppression, as Hosea 12:7 illustrates: “A
cunning Canaanite [or merchant, referring to

(continued on page 18)
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SEARCHING

“For thus says the Lorp:
‘David shall never lack a man
to sit on the throne
of the house of Israel.””
(Jeremiah 33:17)

n Isaiah 22:22, the prophet refers to “the key of the

house of David.” Alluding to this passage, the New
Testament bears witness of the existence of thiskey in
Revelation 3:7, where Christ makes reference to Him-
self: “He who has the key of David. . . .” What is this
key? What does it open? This article will explore the
history of the house of David with the aim of answering
these questions.

Intheearly days, thechildren of | srael benefited from
ahighly centralized form of government called atheoc-
racy—the rule of God. It was top-down government,
pyramidal in structure, with God as the capstone. The
famous Pyramid of Gaza, the so-called Great Pyramid,
is emblematic of this form of government: It is trun-
cated; itstop part, representing the upper echel ons of
government, ismissing. The capstone of God’ s gov-
ernment is not on this planet, but in heaven. That is
where the capital is.

Israel, in the days of the theocracy, lacked a capital
city. There was no need for one, for Israel’s govern-
ment, unlike every other government in the world, was
not based onthe earth. Inreality, themissing capital city,
which testifies of Israel’s lack of human government,
was in heaven.

Thisisnot to say human beingsweretotally absent in
Israel’s theocratic government. Not at all. God used
humansasHisagents; Heenforced Hislaws, judgments,
and statutes through a human being who served as His
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Part Four: The Kin

administrator. Moses and Joshua, as well as the judges
later, served inthiscapacity. Itisinteresting to notethat
the judges felt no need to build a capital city; they
administrated God’ sgovernment from his (or her) town
of residence. For instance, Samuel judged from hishome
at Ramah, although hemadeayearly circuit from Bethel
to Gilgal to Mizpah (I Samuel 7:16-17).

The people becamerestive under thisform of govern-
ment when the aging Samuel, who was the last judge,
established his corrupt sons as judges. “They turned
aside after dishonest gain, took bribes, and perverted
justice” (I Samuel 8:3). Samuel compliedwiththepeoples
request to give“usakingtojudgeuslikeall the nations”
(I Samuel 8:5). Therefore, in the course of time, Israel
changed from being a theocracy (the rule of God) to a
monarchy (theruleof aking, or monarch). Under itsfirst
king, the Benjamite Saul, Israel became apolitical con-
federation of its twelve tribes.

Over time, Saul’ sleadership faltered under the pres-
sures and prestige of power. God replaced him with
David, of thetribe of Judah. Il Samuel 5:4-5relatesthat
he ruled for seven and a half years over Judah from
Hebron, when, at the death of thelast remnantsof Saul’ s
dynasty, “all the elders of Israel came to the king at
Hebron, and King David made a covenant with them at
Hebron before the Lorp. And they anointed David king
over Israel” (verse 3).

Davidthen took two unprecedented steps. At least no
one in Israel had ever undertaken them.

1. He established a capital city. |1 Samuel 5:9, 11
relates how he

dwelt in the stronghold, and called it the City of
David. ThenDavidbuiltall aroundfromtheMillo
and inward. . . . Then Hiram king of Tyre sent
messengersto David, and cedar trees, and carpen-
ters and masons. And they built David a house.
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FOR

Through hisrelationshipswith Gentilenations, David
established a house for himself in Jerusalem, which
becamethe capital of the Kingdom of Israel. Davidruled
over all the tribes.

2. Struck by the fact the he “dwel[t] in a house of
cedar, but the ark of God dwells inside tent cur-
tains’ (11 Samuel 7:2), David proposed building
a house for God, a Temple. God rejected that
idea, saying that it was inappropriate for the
warrior David, amanwho had shed much blood,
to construct a Temple (I Chronicles 28:3).

God' sresponseto David’ sproposal to erectaTemple
is significant. For, in the midst of that reply, speaking
through the prophet Nathan, He makes an extraordinary
promise. Thisresponse appearsin || Samuel 7:5-9, 11-
16 (see | Chronicles 17:7-14 as a parallel passage):

Would you build ahouse for Meto dwell in? For |
have not dwelt in a house since the time that |
brought the children of Israel up from Egypt, even
tothisday, but have moved aboutinatentandina
tabernacle. In all the places where | have walked
with all the children of Israel, havel ever spoken
a word to anyone from the tribes of lIsrael,
whom | commanded to shepherd My peoplelsrael,
saying, “Why have you not built Me a house of
cedar?’ . . . | took you from the sheepfold, from
following the sheep, to be ruler over My people,
over Israel. And | have been with you wherever
you have gone, and have cut off all your enemies
from before you, and have made you agreat name,
like the name of the great men who are on the
earth. ... Also, theLorp tellsyouthat Hewill make
you ahouse. When your days arefulfilled and you
rest with your fathers, | will set up your seed after
you, who will come from your body, and | will
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gdom and the Key

establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for
My name, and | will establish the throne of his
kingdom forever. | will be his Father, and he shall
be My son. If he commits iniquity, | will chasten
him with the rod of men and with the blows of the
sons of men. But My mercy shall not depart from
him, as| took it from Saul, whom | removed from
beforeyou. Andyour houseand your kingdom shall
be established forever before you. Your throne
shall be established forever.

Established Forever

Hereisanunconditional promise: “Y our houseand your
kingdom shall be established forever before you. Y our
throne shall beestablished forever” (verse 16). Speaking
of Solomon, David’'s son who was later to build the
Temple his father had proposed (verses 12-13), God
says that His “mercy shall not depart from him, as |
took it from Saul, whom | removed from before you”
(verse 15).

The prophet Jeremiah reaffirms that David’s throne
will rulelsrael, andwill do soforever: “ For thussaysthe
Lorp: ‘David shal never lack aman to sit on thethrone of
the house of Israel’” (Jeremiah 33:17). Jeremiah’ s proph-
ecy, which in context is part of aprophecy about Israel in
the Millennium, emphasizes that there will always be a
monarch ruling “the house of Isragl.” David’ sthrone, the
authority of hisdynasty, isnot limited to thetribe of Judah,
whence David himself sprang, but extends over the entire
house of Israel (seeaso Il Chronicles5:2). We should not
expect, therefore, to find David's dynasty in a Gentile
nation; God saysit will rule Israel.

The promise of an eternal throne—an everlasting
dynasty—is areaffirmation of what Jacob by faith had
cometo understand centuriesbefore. Speaking of Judah’s
descendentsin the “last days,” he prophesied that “the
scepter shall not depart from Judah” (Genesis 49:10).
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“Timing is everything,” we noted in an earlier article.
There would be a period of time when Judah would not
bear rule. However, once God placed the scepter in
Judah’s hand, we can expect that the house of David
wouldruleever after. Clearly, God placed the scepter in
David’'s hand. We can therefore count on David’'s
dynasty to rule over Israel in perpetuity.

The same faith that worked in Jacob was at work in
David when he speaks confidently of God's steadfast
loveto hisposterity. In Psalm 89:35-37, David saysthat
God has“sworn by My holiness; | will not lieto David:
His seed shall endureforever, and Histhrone asthe sun
before Me; it shall be established forever like the moon,
even like the faithful witnessin the sky. Selah.”

The Scepter and the Birthright

God’ s promise of power to David and His promise of
wealth to Joseph are not contradictorily, for thereis an
important distinction between the birthright and the
scepter. As we saw in the previous issue, God chose
Joseph—specifically, Ephraim and Manasseh—to be
the recipients of the great physical blessings associated
with the birthright. We see this specifically in Jacob’s
blessing of Joseph’ sboys, recorded in Genesis48:12-20,
aswell astheblessingslistedin Deuteronomy 33:13-17.
To use Jacob’ s words, the birthright blessing would be
“uptotheutmost bound of theeverlasting hills” (Genesis
49:26). Thisisapromise of great weal th and prosperity.

God chose Judah, however, to serve as the scepter
tribe, that is, the tribe that would bear rule over the
descendants of Abraham. The psalmist Asaph writes
that God “ rejected the tent of Joseph, and did not choose
thetribe of Ephraim, but chosethetribe of Judah, M ount
Zion which Heloved” (Psalm 78:67-68).

Asaph pinpoints David asthefirst king to come out of
Judah: “He also chose David His servant, and took him
from the sheepfolds; from following the ewes that had
young He brought him, to shepherd Jacob His people,
and Israel Hisinheritance” (verses 70-71).

One Last Point

Perhaps the most remarkable part of the “key of the
house of David” is the ownership of David's throne. |
Chronicles 29:23 records that, after David’'s death,
“ Solomon sat on the throne of the Lorp asking instead of
Davidhisfather.” Davidand Solomonsat on God’ sthrone!

The Queen of Shebaprovidesasecond witnesstothis
incredibletruth. Thisapparently Gentile woman under-
stood animportant fact about Solomon’ sthrone: “ Blessed
betheLorp your God, who delightedinyou, setting you
on His throne to be king for the Lorp your God!” (11
Chronicles9:8).

Remarkably, God twicerefersto David sthroneasHis
own. It is God's in the sense that Christ will eventualy
inheritit. Christ, “the Son of David, the Son of Abraham”
(Matthew 1:1), will return to earth, claiming His rightful
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place as “King over al the earth” (Zechariah 14:9). In
Isaiah 9:6-7, the prophet Isaiah writes of the “Prince of
Peace” who will eventually sit on David’ sthrone:

For unto usaChild isborn, unto usa Sonisgiven;
and the government will be upon His shoulder. . . .
Of theincrease of Hisgovernment and peacethere
will be no end, upon the throne of David and over
His kingdom, to order it and establish it with
judgment and justice from that time forward, even
forever.

This Child, this Son, whom we know is Jesus Christ,
isthe Shiloh of Genesis49:10. There, Jacob prophesies
that “to Him shall bethe obedienceof the people.” Christ
is of the lineage of David (Luke 3:23-31); He will
ultimately sit on David' sthrone—forever.

Summarizing, David’ sthroneis

e aneverlasting one (11 Samuel 7:15-16),

 the throne Christ will claim upon His return
(Isaiah 9:6-7), and

 the throne ruling over “the house of Israel”
(Jeremiah 33:17).

This knowledge isthe key of David. Itisclear that itis
avital search criterion to identifying the whereabouts
and identity of Israel.

L ookinginaggregateat the promises God madeto the
patriarchs and to David, we begin to grasp their almost
unimaginable scope. Israel will have

« aneverlastinginheritanceof land (Genesis13:14-
15; Genesis 17:8),

e an everlasting dynasty to rule that land (Il
Samuel 7:15-16; Genesis49:10), and

« aneverlasting King to ruletheinhabitants of the
land (Isaiah 9:6-7).

Now, here are some specific search criteria. In no
way can these characteristics be applied to just any
kingdom throughout the years, or to just any group of
people one might select. We are beginning to zeroin on
Israel today.

Nevertheless, God has provided us with still more
markers to identify Israel. Next month, we will focus on
David’s son and heir, Solomon. Speaking of Solomon,
GodtellsDavid: “If hecommitsiniquity, | will chastenhim
with the rod of men and with the blows of the sons of
men” (11 Samuel 7:14). Well, Solomondidindeed sin. What
were the effects of his sin, and what are the historical
consequences of the “blows of the sons of men”?

[TO BE CONTINUED]
—Charles F. Whitaker
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The Beast and Babylon

(continued from page 7)
mean the peoplein the building aswell.

Kuriakon is not used in Acts 7:38 where the phrase
“churchinthewilderness’ appears. Ekklesiaisused there,
and it means “assembly,” “group,” and even “a mob.”
Ancient Israel inthe wilderness—and even when it wasin
itsown land—wasnot achurch. Thechurch (ekklesia), the
Israel of God, did not come into being until that Pentecost
when God performed great signsto announce its birth.

The Mother of Harlots?

What about the statement found in Revelation 17:5 that
says the Woman is “the mother of harlots’? “And on her
forehead a name was written: MY STERY, BABYLON
THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF
THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” In the past,
we referred to the harlot children as being the Protestant
churches that revolted from the Catholic Church. How-
ever, thereisaweaknessinthisconcept foundintheBible's
use of the terms “daughters,” “sons,” and “harlots.”
Hosea 1.2 and 2:2-4 declare:

When the L orp began to speak by Hosea, the Lorp
said to Hosea: “ Go take yourself awife of harlotry
and the children of harlotry, for the land has
committed great harlotry by departing from the
Lorp. ... Bring chargesagainst your mother, bring
charges; for she is not My wife, nor am | her
Husband! Let her put away her harlotries from her
sight, and her adulteriesfrom between her breasts;
lest | strip her naked and expose her, asin the day
she was born, and make her like awilderness, and
set her likeadry land, and slay her withthirst. | will
not have mercy on her children, for they are the
children of harlotry.”

Here, Israel isportrayed asawifewho turned to harlotry
and borechildren. Hosea4:11-13 carriesthe story astep
further:

Harlotry, wine, and new wine enslave the heart.
My peopleask counsel from thewoodenidols, and
their staff informs them. For the spirit of harlotry
has caused them to stray, and they have played the
harlot against their God. They offer sacrifices on
the mountaintops, and burn incense on the hills,
under oaks, poplars, and terebinths, therefore your
daughterscommit harlotry, and your bridescommit
adultery.

At this point, it becomes clear that their harlotry was a

never-ending process; one generation after another
continued in the same spiritual excesses.
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Herbert Armstrong taught us that Revelation largely
interpretsitsownsymbols. Revelation17:7, 18 say, “ But
theangel saidtome, ‘ Why didyoumarvel ?1 will tell you
the mystery of the woman and of the beast that carries
her, which has the seven heads and the ten horns. . . .
And the woman whom you saw is that great city which
reigns over the kings of the earth.”” The chapter itself
directly identifiesthe Woman as “that great city,” not a
church.

Hosea 7:4 adds one more, hel pful piece: “ They areall
adulterers. Like an oven heated by a baker—he ceases
stirring the fire after kneading the dough, until it is
leavened.” Not only was harlotry an ongoing sin, the
whole nation, both men and women, was given over to
it! Theseexamplesmakeit clear that “wife” symbolizes
theentirenation. In addition, thewifeand children were
actually comprised of both males and females, and the
harlots were also of both genders.

Notice elsewhere that this same reality is shown:

“Indeed everyone who quotes proverbswill use this
proverb against you: ‘Like mother, like daughter!’
Y ou are your mother’s daughter, loathing husband
and children; and you are the sister of your sisters,
who loathed their husbands and children; your
mother was a Hittite and your father an Amorite.
Y our elder sister is Samaria, who dwells with her
daughters to the north of you; and your younger
sister, who dwellsto the south of you, is Sodom and
her daughters. Y ou did not walk in their ways nor act
according to their abominations; but, asif that were
too little, you became more corrupt than they in all
your ways. As | live,” saysthe Lord Gop, “neither
your sister Sodom nor her daughters have done as
you and your daughters have done. . . . When |
bring back their captives, the captives of Sodom
and her daughters, and the captives of Samariaand
her daughters, then | will also bring back the cap-
tives of your captivity among them, that you may
bear your own shameand bedisgraced by all that you
did when you comforted them. When your sisters,
Sodom and her daughters, returntotheir former state,
and Samaria and her daughters return to their
former state, thenyou and your daughterswill return
to your former state.” (Ezekiel 16:44-48, 53-55)

We need to grasp the way “daughter” is used in this
prophecy—in a collective sense as “people.” Many
times “daughters”’ includes men as well! Lamentations
3:51 says, “My eyes bring suffering to my soul because

(continued on page 22)
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(continued from page 13)

Ephraim, which stands for all Israel]! Deceitful
scales are in his hand; he loves to oppress.” Micah
concurs: “Shall | count pure those with the wicked
balances, and with the bag of deceitful weights? For
her rich menarefull of violence, her inhabitantshave
spoken lies, and their tongue is deceitful in their
mouth” (Micah 6:11-12).

When mentioned in terms of foodstuffs, particu-
larly bread, scales become a symbol of scarcity
because, normally, bread would be sold by the |oaf
without much concern for exact weight. However,
during a famine when each ounce of flour was
valuable, flour would be rationed by weight or mea-
sure, and neither buyer or seller would want to be
cheated. Notice God'’ spropheticwarninginLeviticus
26:26: “When | havecut off your supply of bread, ten
women shall bake your bread in one oven, and they
shall bring back to you your bread by weight, and you
shall eat and not be satisfied.” The prophet Ezekiel
also mentions rationing by weight as a judgment
from God:

And your food which you eat shall be by
weight, twenty shekelsaday; fromtimetotime
youshall eatit. ... Son of man, surely | will cut
off the supply of bread in Jerusalem; they shall
eat bread by weight and with anxiety, and
shall drink water by measure and with dread.
(Ezekiel 4:10, 16)

God is often depicted in the Old Testament as
holding scales. For example, Hannah prays, “ For
the Lorp is the God of knowledge; and by Him
actions are weighed” (I Samuel 2:3). Solomon de-
clares, “The Lorp weighs the spirits,” or the
motives and attitudes of people (Proverbs 16:2).
Job cries, “Let me be weighed [margin, Let Him
weigh me] in ajust balance, that God may know my
integrity” (Job 31:6). Perhaps the best known use
of the scalesinthis sense appearsin Daniel 5:25,
where God tell s Bel shazzar through Daniel’ sinter-
pretation, “Y ou have been weighed in the balances,
and found wanting.”

It is certainly possible that God wants us to
understand all these seemingly disparate meanings
inthethird horseman. Hislethal power isaterrible,
divinejudgment on mankindfor itsviolent oppression
and greed, and it takes the form of famine and
wasting through mal nutrition.

WWheat, B arley,
Oil, and Wine

After describing the black horse and its rider,
John hears*avoiceinthe midst of thefour living
creaturessaying, ‘ A quart of wheat for adenarius,
and three quarts of barley for adenarius; and do

not harm the oil and the wine’” (Revelation 6:6).
Among the Four Horseman, this is an unusual
departure; nothing else is said to or about them
save in this verse. Being so set apart, the words
aredoubly significant.

Who speaks these words? John simply says “a
voice.” Literally, the Greek is“likeavoice,” which
can be stated as “what seemed to be avoice.” The
only cluewehaveisthat it comesfrom“inthemidst
of thefour living creatures.” Revelation 4:6 provides
the answer: “And in the midst of the throne, and
around the throne, were four living creatures. . . .”
(see Ezekiel 1:4-28). Thelanguage suggeststhat the
creatures were situated around the throne, one
creature in the middle of each of the four sides. The
voice coming from themidst of these creatures must
have come from the one sitting on the throne! God
Himself utters these words!

What He saysis acommon marketplace call of a
merchant shouting out the price of hiswares. Heis
setting relative values for both wheat and barley,
with wheat being three times as valuable as barley.
However, His priceis highly inflated! The “quart”
hereischoinixin Greek, whichisroughly equivalent
to our quart, the amount of grain that a normal man
needs each day to survive. In ancient times, though,
adenariuswould buy eight toten quartsof wheat, not
one! Obviously, these are disaster prices.

The" denarius’ wasequal toanordinary worker’s
daily wage, as Jesusillustratesin His Parable of the
Laborers (Matthew 20:1-16). These prices, then,
giveapersonanunenviablechoice. If heissingle, he
can buy the more expensive, more nutritious wheat,
yet have nothingleft over, or he can buy the cheaper,
less nutritious barley and save the remainder for the
next day or so. However, if he is married and has
children, he can choose only the barley because he
needs more than one quart of grain for hisfamily’s
subsistence. None of these choicesreally allowsthe
person either to get ahead or to stay healthy, espe-
cialy if he has dependents.

God also commands, “ Do not harm the oil and the
wine,” which is a puzzler to scholars. To whom is
God speaking—to the horseman or to people in
general? It seemsto be directed at the horseman, as
heisthedirect cause of the scarcity. Thus, the staff
of life will be in such short supply asto need to be
rationed or sold at extortionate prices, but oil and
winewill berelatively untouched. Why?

Many commentators consider oil and wine to be
luxury items, but thisisfalse. Inancient times, olive
oil and wine were staples of the Mediterranean diet
along with grain, as Deuteronomy 7:13 and 11:14
indicate (seeasoll Chronicles31:5; 32:28; Nehemiah
5:11; Hosea 2:8, 22; Joel 1:10; Haggai 1:11). A
person, though, cannot live on oil and wineashe can
ongrain, yet, asscienceisjust now discovering, they
do provideadditional and necessary nutrition. These
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items are available during the third horseman’s
rampage, but the average man will not have the
meansto purchasethem, sinceall hismoney isbeing
spent on flour for bread!

What isGod picturing then? Thekey isto remem-
ber that this“famine” isongoing just asthewarsand
rumors of wars of the second horseman and the
deceptions of the first horseman are. There are
occasional lulls of plenty, but the experience of
history is that most of the time, the ordinary indi-
vidual is just getting by. Just as God predicted in
Genesis 3:17-19, he labors and toils to eek out a
miserableliving only to die, worn out and broken in
a few, short years. The third horseman’s job is to
follow his red brother’ s devastating wars with op-
pression, corruption, and scarcity so that men stay
weak and poor and many die.

Disaster With

a Human Face

An additional detail remains: Thishorseman ispre-
sented by the third living creature, identified in
Revelation 4:7 as having “aface likeaman.” Sym-
bolically, one could say that God puts a human face
onthethird seal. Conversely, it could al so be seen as
ironic that the living creature that looks like a man
introducessuch inhumanity.

The man’sface may also be areminder of man’s
roleinthesedevastating judgments. They do not just
happen—they are caused. Man’ swars not only slay
thousands or millions of men, women, and children,
but they al so destroy val uablefarmland and demolish
vital industrial, manufacturing, and merchandizing
businesses. Armies have one job: to kill people and
break things. Thus, bereft of both workers and a
viable system of commerce, awar-torn society often
experiences shortages of food, water, and other
necessities. Famine is a consequence of man’'s
inhumanity.

The samealso holdstrueif the cause of famineis
oppressionand corruption. Oneneed ook no further
than the Communist, state-controlled system of the
USSR to realize that the regular and sometimes
grievous shortages of food the common people
faced derived from governmental manipulation, lies,
and favoritism. If the State had a“need,” the people
were expected to sacrifice for it, and if that meant
doing without bread, cabbage, vodka, or meat, so be
it. There are many stories of former Soviet citizens
weeping uncontrollably in the aisles of American
supermarkets, not just because of America’ splenty,
but because they suddenly realized the great differ-
ence between a free society and the oppressive,
corrupt Communist states. Free people eat well,
while slaves—men and women controlled by other
human beings—eat only enough to eek out amiser-
able existence.
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Even the so-called natural causes of famine—
drought and flooding—often have human elements.
The Dust Bowl yearsin 1930s America prolonged
the Depression and forced thousands of poor farm-
ers off their southern plains farms, as portrayed in
John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath. What is
often forgotten is that years of poor farming prac-
tices—particularly excessive plowing of less-fertile
lands, destroying the ground cover that kept the soil
in place—contributed greatly to the massive wind
erosion that gave the drought its name. Damage
from floods al so frequently has human causes, such
as unwise damming of rivers, unsound levees, un-
warranted building or planting in floodplains, and
wholesal e deforestation.

In many respects, famine is a problem humans
have made for themselves. The Creation will pro-
duce abundantly for al if people follow the simple
rules God has laid out for abundant living. Most
important of all, of course, isto obey God' s law:

If you walk in My statutes and keep My
commandments, and perform them, then | will
giveyouraininitsseason, theland shall yield
its produce, and the trees of the field shall
yield their fruit. Your threshing [aresult of
the spring crop] shall lasttill thetimeof vintage
[thefall crop], and the vintage shall last till the
time of sowing [of the spring crop]; you shall
eat your bread to the full, and dwell in the
land safely. . .. You shall eat theold harvest,
and clear out the old because of the new.
(Leviticus26:3-5, 10)

On the other hand,

But it shall cometo pass, if you do not obey the
voice of the Lorp your God, to observe carefully
all Hiscommandmentsand His statuteswhich
| command you today, that all these curses
will come upon you and overtake you: . . .
Cursed shall beyour basket and your knead-
ing bowl. . . . And your heavens which are
over your head shall be bronze, and the earth
which is under you shall beiron. The Lorp will
changetherain of your land to powder and dust;
from the heaven it shall come down on you
until youaredestroyed. ... Youshall carry much
seed out to the field and gather but little in.
(Deuteronomy 28:15, 17, 23-24, 38))

The black horse and itsrider are doing their job,
cultivating and reaping the seeds sown in war and
oppression: scarcity and famine. Hard on its heels
comes another reaper, who sweeps up and destroys
what his fellows leave behind.

[TO BE CONTINUED]
—Richard T. Ritenbaugh
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“A false balance is an abomination to the Lord, but a just weight is His delight.”

(continued from page 11)
means“tojoin, especially by ayoke.”
Vine's Expository Dictionary de-
fines zugos as

“ayoke,” servingto coupletwo
thingstogether, isused (1) meta-
phorically, ... of submissionto
authority [“take My yoke upon
you']; . ..of bondage[“yoke of
bondage’]; . . . of bond service
to masters [“under the yoke'];
(2) to denote “a balance.”

Inbiblical times, balancesor scales

were not essentially different
from the balances now in use.
Sometimes they were sus-
pended by aring, and in other
cases the crossbeams turned
upon apin at the summit of an
upright pole, each end of the
arm terminating in a hook, to
which the precious metal to be
weighed was attached in small
bags. . . . In afigurative sense
thebalanceisemployedin Scrip-
ture as an emblem of justice
and fair dealing. . . . (New
Unger’s Bible Dictionary).

Various scriptures on balances,
such as Leviticus 19:36, speak of
God'sdemands in trade: “Y ou shall
have just balances, just weights, a
just ephah, and a just hin: | am the
L orp your God, who brought you out
of the land of Egypt.” Other refer-
ences speak of measuring aperson’s
character or integrity, as seenin Job
31:6: “Let me be weighed in a just
balance, that God may know my
integrity.” In Job 6:2, Job uses the
metaphor of a balance to complain
that God has not properly evaluated
hisdire situation: “ Oh, that my grief
werefully weighed, and my calamity
laid with it in the balances!”

Perhaps Proverbs 16:11 provides
aclear ideaof the spiritual intent of
livingandleadingabalancedlife: “A
just weight and balance are the
Lorp’s; al theweightsinthebag are
Hiswork.” The proverb tells us that
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all things are God's and that He is
and must always be the standard by
which we measure everything. He
and His character are true balance.

In a figurative balance, God al-
waystipsthescalesinrelationto us;
everything about Him outweighsany
capability, talent, capacity, or knowl-
edgewehavein comparisonto Him.
Balance iswhat He determinesit to
be by the laws and principles He has
given to us, which He follows as
well. Itisasystem of justiceand fair
dealing versus wrong, as seen in
Proverbs11:1:“A falsebalanceisan
abomination to the Lorp, but a just
weight is His delight.” As God ex-
pects scal es and balances to be used
withfairnessand equity, sotooisHis
way of life.

However, the question remains:
What is a balanced way of life? Is
thereaone-size-fits-all definition of
balance, or does God give a certain
amount of leeway in how welive as
a Christian versus how we live as
“normal” human beings? What are
His expectations? What should ours
be?

A Time for All Things

certainty in
lifeis God. The previous scriptures
show God personifies justice, fair-
ness, honesty, and righteousness, just
a few traits of his total character.
WhileGodislimitlessand almighty,
He has placed Himself under certain
constraints, such as time and His
law, so that we can better identify
with Him, His way of thinking, and
His way of life.

In the words and experiences of
man within the pages of the Bible,
He has given us a blueprint of how
and how not to do things. We seethe
successes and the failures, the ups
and the downs, the heroes and the
heathens, all written for our edifica-
tion and devel opment.

One man, Solomon—a man who
lived at both extremesof life—gives
usin Proverbsand Ecclesiastesmany
lessons he learned, both good and

bad. Ecclesiastes 3 begins with the
familiarlines,“ Toeverythingthereis
a season, a time for every purpose
under heaven.” Verses2-8listspairs
of human experiences that most
people face at various times and
circumstances:

A timeto beborn, and atimeto
die; atimeto plant, andatimeto
pluck what is planted; atimeto
kill,andatimetoheal; atimeto
break down, and atimeto build
up; atimetoweep, andatimeto
laugh; a time to mourn, and a
time to dance; a time to cast
away stones, and a time to
gather stones; a time to em-
brace, and a time to refrain
fromembracing; atimetogain,
and a time to lose; a time to
keep, and atimeto throw away;
a time to tear, and a time to
sew; atimeto keep silence, and
atimeto speak; atimeto love,
and a time to hate; a time of
war, and a time of peace.

People often have multiple things
coming at them at various times and
withdifferentintensities. Itisforthis
very reason that God has placed us
onthisearth, to see how wewill deal
withthe many mattersthat can befall
us throughout a lifetime. This does
not mean that He does not give us a
great deal of help through prayer,
study, fasting, meditating, fellowship,
etc. In actuality, He is weighing or
measuring us to see how we handle
the opportunities and obstacles that
we face. In essence, He wants to
see how we prioritize and how will
we handle circumstances—whether
we use godly scales or human ones.

When we examine life from this
perspective, the idea of balance be-
comes clearer. God's way must be
our priority versus the worldly ap-
proach that minimizesor negatestrue
justice, righteousness, and godliness.
Thereisatimeto do most things, but
they must always be done by God’s
standardsand not theworld’s. While
God wants us to provide for our

Forerunner - July 2004



READY ANSWER

families, being aworkaholicandfail-
ing as a mate or parent is not being
balanced. God wantsusto study His
Word but not to the exclusion of
everything el se, especially one’ sother
important responsibilities. Thereisa
time to have fun but not when it
affects more important personal,
family, or spiritual needs. Balanceis
an aspect of godly love, asshownin
Philippians 2:3-4: “Let nothing be
donethrough selfishambitionor con-
ceit, butinlowlinessof mindlet each
esteem others better than himself.
L et each of you look out not only for
his own interests, but also for the
interests of others.”

One Size Fits All?

Within certain parameters, there are
definitive aspects of balance as it
pertains to our lives. This is espe-
cially truefromlessonswecanlearn
from God's Word. However, there
areadditional aspectsthat weshould
examineabout the“total” concept of
balance.

The Webster’'s New World Dic-
tionary adds these definitionsto the
concept of balance: “a state of equi-
librium or equipurpose; equality in
amount, weight, valueor importance,
as between two things or the parts of
athing.” Itis“amental or emotional
stability, aharmoniousproportionand
a pleasing harmony of various ele-
mentsin any given situation.”

If lifeconsisted of only God and us
individually, we could view many
thingswe do from aone-size-fits-all
perspective. Of course, thisisnot the
case; life is full of interconnected
relationships. We must then take
other people, events, and thingsinto
account without sacrificing our per-
sonal relationshipwith God.

Consider marriage, for instance.
God placestwo sometimes very dif-
ferent people, who look at life from
different perspectives, in arelation-
ship, expectingthemto live harmoni-
ously together. From the world’s
success—or failure—rate, many
couples do not find the balance it
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“Be Ready Always To Give An Answer” — | Peter 3:15 (KJV)

takesto makeamarriagetruly work.
Frequently, harmony is lacking.
Sometimes, mental or emotional sta-
bility just doesnot exist, evenwithin
themarriagesof God' speople. When
thisis the case, something or some-
body is out of kilter, throwing mat-
ters into disarray and disharmony,
affectingthemarriageand often each
mate’ s relationship with God.

From God’ sperspective, marriage
is a lesson in learning balance.
Marriage is combining the godly
characteristics of a man with the
complementary godly characteris-
ticsof awoman to produce oneflesh
and one spirit (see Genesis 2:24;
Ephesians5:22-33; | Corinthians7:2-
4). It is combining each spouse’s
efforts harmoniously, first between
themselvesand later adding children
to the mix. We can perceive it as
though God has placed the husband
on one side of the balance and the
wife on the other, asking them to
balance each other, not only alone
but al sowhen other factorsareadded,
such as children. God desires us to
do this, not just for the good of the
marriage and each spouse’s rela-
tionshipwith God, but al so to display
the proper example to the children
and others.

We have al heard it said, “We
must live in the world without be-
coming a part of it.” Thisis areal
tightrope for us because we natu-
rally desiretobelong, tofitin, and not
to bedifferent. It requiresusbalanc-
ing our lives. We must live among
those God has not called, work for
unconverted bosses to provide for
our families, send our childrentothe
world' s educational facilities with-
out sacrificing our relationship with
God and our efforts to build strong
marriages and raise godly children,
whileal so remaining unspotted from
thisworld (James 1:27).

God realizes that none of us will
ever approach His level as humans.
In certain areas, wewill fail toreach
the spiritual maturity of othersinthe
church. Thus, He exhortsusthrough
the apostle Paul, “We then who are

strong ought to bear withthescruples
of the weak, and not to please our-
selves. Let each of us please his
neighbor for hisgood, |eading to edi-
fication” (Romans15:1-2). God uses
thisformulatoward us, asonewhois
strong and willing to bear our weak-
nesses. Hewantsusto learn thistoo,
within our own little worlds, so we
will sharein the responsibility when
the rest of humanity will need to
learn about balancing their ownlives
with God's. He is telling us to take
Hisyoke upon ourselves, learn from
Him, experience Hisway of life, so
that we can teach it to others (Mat-
thew 11:28-30).

A Blueprint

Colossians 3 helpsus define our pri-
orities, givingusablueprinttohelpus
in our efforts to gain (or regain) a
balanced life. Real balance startsout
with our relationship with God and
Christ (verses 1-4), and then it is
paramount that we put away the old
self (verses 3-9), or it will drag us
back to our sinful, pre-conversion
life. Of course, we must replace it
with Christ’s righteous character
(verselO-11), and we do this slowly
and methodically throughout our re-
mai ning time of conversion.

Then Paul delineates the charac-
ter of this new man:

Therefore, as the elect of God,
holy and beloved, put on tender
mercies, kindness, humblenessof
mind, meekness, longsuffering;
bearing with one another, and
forgiving one another, if anyone
has acomplaint against another;
even as Christ forgave you, so
you also must do. But above all
thesethingsput onlove, whichis
the bond of perfection. And let
the peace of God rule in your
hearts, to which also you were
calledinonebody; and bethank-
ful. Let theword of Christ dwell
inyourichlyinall wisdom, teach-
ingand admoni shing oneanother
inpsalmsand hymnsand spiritual

21



PROVERBS

l1171:1]

songs, singingwithgraceinyour
hearts to the Lord. And what-
ever you do in word or deed, do
al inthenameof the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father
through Him. (verses 11-17).

He finishes by giving us specific
areas to work on:

Wives, submit to your own hus-
bands, as is fitting in the Lord.
Husbands, love your wives and
do not be bitter toward them.
Children, obey your parentsinall

“A false balance is an abomination to the Lord, but a just weight is His delight.”

things, for thisiswell pleasingto
theL ord. Fathers, do not provoke
your children, lest they become
discouraged. Servants, obey in
all thingsyour mastersaccording
to theflesh, not with eyeservice,
as men-pleasers, but in sincerity
of heart, fearing God. . . . Mas-
ters, giveyour bondservantswhat
isjust and fair, knowing that you
also have a Master in heaven.
(verses 18-22; 4:1)

None of us is the same. We have
different backgrounds, education, and

experiences, but God overcomes
these differences. Balanceis putting
into actionthosethingsthat are God-
centered and God-inspired and re-
fusingto dothosethat are selfishand
unhelpful. Wecometo balancewhen
weunderstand, accept, and fulfill our
God-given roles in life. When we
realizethat Godisthefinal, just, and
faithful Standard and Arbiter of all
things—that Hisway isthe balanced
way of life—we have found Chris-
tian balance, andwewill consistently
make proper, godly decisions.
—Rod Keesee

PERSONAL >»

The Beast and Babylon

(continued from page 17)
of all the daughters of my city.” The subject is still
Jerusalem, as we saw earlier, and Jeremiah refersto all
its inhabitants, male and female, as “daughters.”

Why is this? The Dictionary of Biblical Imagery
explainsinitsarticle on “ Daughter”:

ThisHebrew idiom reflects a double metaphor com-
mon in the culture of the ancient Near East: a capital
city was personified asawoman, and the inhabitants
of that city collectively as her “daughter.” . . .
Jerusalem remained distinct as she whose husband
was the one true God, Yahweh. . . . Thus her
daughters, thecollectiveinhabitants, depended on her
foridentity but al so shaped her futureby their actions.
(p. 194)

Thus, the terms “sons,” “daughters,” “children,” and
“harlots,” aswell asother descriptivetermslike*thieves,”
“harlots,” “adulterers,” or “liars,” are used collectively,
without regard to specific gender, when the sense of the
term is “those showing the characteristics of.”

In Revelation 17, then, the city, Babylon, is symbol-
ized as a Woman who is said to be “the mother of
harlots.” “Harlots” is used in the same way as “ daugh-
ters,” that is, collectively, including males. Thusall her
offspring, the inhabitants of Babylon, male and female,
are considered as harlots. “Harlots” is not limited to
church denominations, asall of Revelation 18 continues
the description of the Woman. Specifically, Revelation
18:1-3, 10 describes the same Woman riding the Beast
in Revelation 17. Revelation 18 does not describe a
church but acity and nationinvolved in massive, world-
wide commerce, manufacturing, entertainment, etc. Itis
a prophetic picture of global scale.
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Revelation 17 providespreciouslittleinformation that
might tie the Woman riding the Beast to religion. A
religious personage whose activities promote the wor-
ship of theBeastismentionedinRevelation 13:11-12, 15,
but the Woman in Revelation 17-18 is not doing such a
work. Sheiscontrolling the Beast, not bringing about its
worship, and sheisheavily involvedin politics, manufac-
turing, and merchandising. The apostle John makes no
mention of religion.

Consider again that the Woman is riding the Beast.
Though she has arelationship with the Beast, sheis not
part of itsinternal politics, economics, religion, or mili-
tary. The Woman and the Beast are separate entities,
even though both are part of the overall Babylonish
system. The Catholic Church has always been part of
the Beast; it influences the Beast from within. The
Woman is portrayed as an external influence having
power over of the Beast.

Remember, Babylon is primarily the system por-
trayed in Revelation 17 and 18, asbrought toitsvery
peak of worldwide influence in the end time and
personified in the Woman exercising control. The
Beast is indeed a major player within that worldly,
anti-Christ system, but the Woman is another sepa-
rate city/nation, a political, economic, and military
powerhouse that epitomizes the Babylonish system.
At thetime depicted inthisprophecy, she has enough
power and influence to bear mightily on the Beast
externally. More isto come.

In Christianlove,

s S
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by Charles Whitaker
http://www.worldwatchdaily.org

Now Playing:
Religious Persecution In Canada

he following items from “Thinly Disguised
Totalitarianism” by Raymond J. de Souza
(First Things, April 2004, p. 9.) illustrate the
current condition of religious freedom in Canada:

ments regarding homosexuality” would
be effectively criminalized. Conceivably,
ministers could be penalized for preach-
ing God'’s truth about homosexual rela-
tionships to their own churches.

» The British Columbia College of Teachers

denied a license to certify teachers to e The Canadian organization charged with

the Trinity Western University, which
is affiliated with evangelical groups,
because its “code of student conduct
prohibited. .. homosexual relationships.”
In subsequent adjudication, “lower
courts agreed with the College that
prohibiting homosexual relationshipsis
unacceptable because it might lead fu-
ture public school teachers to harbor a
discriminatory animus againsthomosexu-
als.” Upon appeal, the evangelical col-
lege prevailed.

» The owner of a print shop cited religious
reasons for refusing to print letterheads
and cards for the Canadian Gay and
Lesbian Archives. The Ontario Human
Rights Commissions fined him $5,000,
ruling that his religious beliefs did not
entitle him to turn down business from
homosexual groups.

» Acourtorderedareligious high school to
admit a male student to the prom, along
with his boyfriend. The “boys” attended
the prom. The case is still making its way
through the appeal process.

e The Canadian House of Commons passed
legislation adding “sexual orientation to
the list of ‘hate speech’ categories.” In
Canada, any language that “promotes
hatred toward an identifiable group” has
been criminalized. The original intent of
the law was to fight discrimination in
general and anti-Semitism in particular.

regulating pharmacists has ruled that it
is “mandatory for all pharmacists to dis-
pense” contraceptives and abortifacants
(i.e., the “morning-after” pill). At stake is
whether a pharmacist’s conscience must
“take a back seat to a ‘public health’
need.” Health Canada argues, “Most prov-
inces and territories have adopted a policy
that allows pharmacists to have the right
to refuse to dispense medication for moral
reasons, but they would be expected, as
a standard of care, to refer the woman to
another pharmacist, a physician, or
health facility where the medication could
be readily obtained.” This makes the
pharmacist’s conscientious objection of
no effect.

* A medical student was penalized “for his

statement that he would not do abor-
tions.” Medical students, whose profes-
sional future rests in the hands of their
teachers, are not protected by the Cana-
dian Medical Association’s “conscience
clause,” which gives doctors an out if
they do not want to perform any type of
procedure that is against their con-
science. The case is still under review in
the medical college. Should the student
not prevail in his cause, medical schools
in Canada will be in a place where they
can “punishincorrect opinions” concern-
ing abortion and other controversial pro-
cedures. Medical ethics will have taken
several steps backward.

If the bill passes the Canadian Senate,
“public expression of orthodox moral judg-

It looks as if religious liberty in Canada is just
hanging on and not much more. |
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Watch therefore, for you know neither the day northe hourwhen the Sonof Man is coming. (Matthew 25:13)



BIBLE STUDY:

THE PARABLE OF

L.AzARUS AND THE RicH MAN
(PART ONE)

InLuke16:19-31 appearsthe Parableof LazarusandtheRich
Man, which Jesus spoketo those who would not repent. Jesus
uses it to help them understand His earlier words: “ Depart
fromMe, all youworkersof iniquity. Therewill beweepingand
gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and
Jacob and all the prophetsin the kingdom of God, and your-
selves thrust out” (Luke 13:27-28). In the parable, the rich
man—representing all workersof iniquity, all sinners—illus-
trates what is to befall the unrepentant.

Thewicked will beraised to physical lifeintheir resur-
rection, and then, immediately knowing that they are
doomed, they will be cast into the L ake of Fire designed by
God to consume them. The Lake of Firewill burn them up
completely and finally. Jesus pictures the rich man crying
out for help because of his mental and physical anguish at
thistime, but heisnot burning eternally in hell fire. Heis
soon consumed while Lazarus the beggar dwells safely in
immortality.

r r rrr

1. WhereisrighteousL azarusthebeggar taken? L uke 16:19-22.
ComMENT: Jesus describes Lazarus as being taken to
Abraham’ shosom, whichissimply thehuman breast, withthe
arms as an enclosure. His words depict a loving embrace,
suggesting anintimaterelationship. Lazarus, therefore, comes
into an intimate relationship with Abraham and receives
salvation (Galatians 3:29). SinceL azarushad given himself to
Christ, hebecame one of Abraham'’ sspiritual childrenand an
heir to the promises of God (Galatians 3:7).

The“bosom” metaphor occursfrequently in Scripture. God
will carefor His people as ashepherd for his sheep, carrying
them“inhisbosom” (Isaiah 40:11). Jesuswas"inthebosom”
of the Father (John 1:18), enjoying His blessings and close
relationship. Mosescarried thechildren of Israel in hisbosom
(Numbers 11:12). Lazarus had gained such intimacy with
Abraham, whilethe Pharisees, who considered themselvesto
be the recipients of God’s promises to Abraham, had not.

2. What was the promise Abraham received from God? Gen-
esis12:5-7;13:15; 15:18; Romans9:6-8.

ComMENT: God promised Abraham’s descendants land on
earth—theland of Canaan, andlater it wasall theland hecould
see. God even included the actual boundary line of the prop-
erty in His agreement with Abraham. “Your seed” refers
primarily to Christ, the chief of “Abraham’s seed, and heir
accordingtothepromise.” Since God’ spromise of theland of
Canaan wasforever, it isan eternal inheritance and includes
eternal life(Hebrews9:15). Becausetheangel scarried Lazarus
into Abraham’ sbosom, he became one of Abraham’ schildren
and thus an heir to the Promised Land on this earth—not in
heaven—and eternal life.

3. Whenwasthisbeggar toinherit eternal lifeinthisPromised
Land?I Corinthians15:50-53; | Thessalonians4:16-17; Mat-
thew 25:31-34.

ComMENT: A sonwho is heir to his father’s property cannot
inherit and possess it before his father inherits it. Lazarus
could not inherit either eternal life or the land before his
father Abraham received the promises. Abraham, how-
ever, died without actually inheriting these promises (Acts
7:2-5; Hebrews 11:8-13). He was still dead at the time of
Christ’s earthly ministry, and he still isin his grave today
(John 8:52). He will inherit the promises at the time of the

resurrection of thejust. Human beingsin Christ, living and
dead, receiveeternal lifeat Christ’ssecond coming, Abraham
amongthem (Luke 13:28).

4. What happensto the wicked rich man? Luke 16:22-23.
ComMENT: Jesusdoesnot say therich manistakenimmediately
to an eternally burning hell. He saystherich man diesand is
buried. People are buried in a grave and covered with earth.
Hades (verse 23) is the Greek word for “grave.” The King
James Version generically translates hadesinto “hell,” as
it also doesthe Greek words tartarus (the present condition
of darkness and restraint of the fallen angels or demons)
and gehenna (a place at the bottom of a high ledge at the
south end of Jerusalem where garbage and dead bodies
were dumped and burned). Other Bible translations cor-
rectly distinguish the different meaning in these words.
Therich man went to the same kind of place Jesus did when
Hedied—"hell” (KJV) or “Hades’ (NKJV)—but theFather did
not leaveHimthere (Acts2:31-32).

Daniel 12:2 speaks of those who will be resurrected to
eternal life (the just) and of those who will be resurrected to
damnation or judgment (the unjust). In the parable, Jesus
speaksof two different, separateresurrections (John 5:28-29;
Acts24:15; Revelation 20:4-5, 11-12). Jesus picturestherich
man aswicked and lost, but even hewill openhiseyesandrise
from his grave after the Millennium. Having passed up his
opportunity for immortality by choosing thisworld’ stem-
porary, material riches and pleasures rather than eternal,
spiritual riches, heiswithout hope, doomed to perishinthe
Lakeof Fire.

The Parable of Lazarus and the Rich Man shows the
resurrection from the dead, not an instantaneous going to
heaven or hell. Itisaresurrection from death, not fromlife. It
depictsmortalswho dieand aredead, notimmortal swho never
lose consciousness and live forever under punishment in a
fiery hell. Jesus describes bringing back to life one who was
dead, who had no conscious realization of the lapse of centu-
ries and millenniasince his death.

Part Two will explain how Jesus illustrates the Second
Deathinthe L akeof Fireasan eternal punishment that totally
destroys the wicked, who become ashes under the feet of
the saved.




