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PERSONAL » fromJohnW.Ritenbaugh

Part One

M atthew 24:32-44 contains anumber of important
instructions every disciple of Jesus Christ needsto
consider deeply because his salvation may be
greatly enhanced by doggedly following it. First,
Hisinstructionisnot giventothegeneral public but
directly to Hisdisciples, so Heintendsit specifically
for us. Second, He specifically sayswe should know
from signsHe gavethat Hisreturnisnear, thusthe
responsibility isdirectly onus. Third, Heemphasizes
the element of terrifying surprise: The world will
be taken completely by surprise, but we should not.
Fourth, Hisoverall instructionisthat by being alert
to the signs and taking advantage of them, we
should be ready.

Are we getting anxious about Christ’sreturn? We
should not be anxious in terms of being fearful but
hopefully and expectantly anticipating it occurring.
News reports are getting so alarming that one won-
derswhether things can get muchworse, and thedaily
pressuresof enduringlife’ ssin-sick, wearying culture
are mounting. There may also be a measure of

Europe Is Not Coming Together

This series will suggest the possibility of a different
point of view on Revelation 17 and 18, especially the
woman riding the Beast. First, though, what about the
Beast itself? Over my entire 44 years in the church, |
have been taught repeatedly that we should look for
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concern becauseit seemsto betaking solongto come
to pass. We are certainly in the “time of theend,” yet
personally, | have been waiting for thisto occur since
1959.

Part of our anticipation existsbecausewe have had
it drilled into our minds*“towatch” for certain events
to happen. Sometimes it looks as though prophesied
eventsindeed are being fulfilled. Currently, though,
some of the more important events we have been
trainedtowatch for arejust not happening. If they are,
they arebeing worked out inaway weare unprepared
for and thus do not see. Jesus meant His admonition
to “watch” in the sense of a soldier on guard duty
being alert towhat isoccurring around him, and sowe
watch. But what if our point of view, the perspective
from which we watch, is incorrect?

Wemight bealertly, diligently, and sincerely watch-
ing but at best getting only a part of the picture. Itis
like a soldier on guard duty, alert but looking in the
wrong direction, and theenemy sneaksup fromablind
spot and surprises him.

the Beast torisein Europe, but whereisit? Perhapsmost
deceiving of all isthat Europeisnot acting much like
the Beast of Revelation 13. Doesnot verse4 say, “Who
isableto makewar with [the Beast] 7’ Thisexclamation
paints a picture of an awesome, war-making power.
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Europe is not coming together in the way we antici-
pated; it is not becoming the colossus we expected to
see arise. In reality, Europe is disunited and at times
seems flat on its back politically, economically, and
militarily. Newsarticlesfrom recent monthsclearly and
specifically illustrate Europe’ s present condition, and
these will help lay a foundation for understanding
what professional journalistsobserveishappening—or
not happening—in Europe.

An article by Washington Post columnist Anne
Applebaum appeared on February 2, 2003:

If [Defense Secretary] Donald Rumsfeld had
been deliberately searching for away to simul-
taneously irritate the leadership of Europe's
two largest countries, expose their deepest na-
tional insecurities and undermine the entire Eu-
ropean Union political project, which has long
revolved around a“ Franco-
German axis,” he couldn’t
have found a better way
to put it [than to call Ger-
many and France“ Old Eu-
rope’]. He was also, as it
happens, correct, possibly
more correct than he
knows. Although all con-
cerned vociferously deny
it, Europeisindeed begin-
ningtodivide—slowly, un-
evenly but perceptibly—
into two very distinct camps.

Even though Europe plans to unite well beyond the
prophesied ten nations (to twenty-five nations by 2004),
the attempt to unify and the laws being enacted to make
standards uniform are producing the opposite effect.
Europeisin fact declining in many areas important to
becoming a superpower, which iswhat the Bible shows
the world-dominating Beast to be.

Here is another series of comments taken from
PrudentBear.com. They appeared in an article by
Marshall Auerback titled International Perspective,
on January 28, 2003. Mr. Auerback is British.

Disagreements over farm policy, Zimbabwe and,
now lrag: the aspiration for a common European
defense and foreign policy today looks as futile
asDon Quixotecharging at windmills. Doesthis

European Weakness

Another article, much longer and far more detailed
than the usual newspaper or news magazine column,

4

“It is perhaps unpleasant to hear it,
but for the moment it is unavoidable;
the countries of East Europe
are massively inclined to follow
automatically American leadership
in defense and foreign policy.”
—Le Monde

divisionhaveimplicationsfor acommon European
economic policy as well, notably in regard to
Britain’s future membership in Europe’s eco-
nomic and monetary union (EMU)?. . .

Aside from the obvious question of what this
growing divide meansin regard to future policy
in Irag, this split between the UK on the one
hand, and France and Germany on the other,
reflect broader political, economic and philosophic
divergences between the two blocs—between
Anglo-American neo-liberalism and continental
Europe’'s “social market model. . . .

Donald Rumsfeld’s comments about Germany
and France representing “Old Europe” might
have struck a nerve in Berlin and Paris, but his
observation that Europe’s political (and, indeed,
economic) center of gravity
has moved eastward is un-
assailable. Even France's
Le Monde conceded as
much: “It is perhaps un-
pleasant to hear it, but for
the moment it is unavoid-
able; the countries of East
Europe are massively in-
clined to foll ow automati-
cally Americanleadership
in defense and foreign
policy.” The violent reac-
tion of theFrench political classin particular might
say more about that nation’s delicate national
psyche than anything else. But whether by ac-
cident or design both France and Germany have
now been put on notice that their opinions mat-
ter less and lessin thereal world, and that their
ability to control theleadership of Europeisalso
indecline.

Things pertaining to prophecy are happening in Eu-
rope, but they are not going in the direction or at
anywhere near the speed we expected because of what
we were taught. Y et, what if portions of the Beast that
will affect its end-time configuration are arising else-
where? What if nations important to the fulfilling of
certain prophecies connected to the Beast have already
risen and are exercising their power—and we are not
lookingintheright direction?

deals with areas that any nation deemed to be an
influential world power would consider vital. It reveals
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The Beast and Babylon

major weaknesses in Europe’s economic, military,
and demographic makeup as compared to the United
States, leading the reader to understand that, at this
time, Europe is not an entity nations need to fear
offending, as they might fear the Beast pictured in
Revelation 13.

The following excerpts come from an article, “Old
and In the Way,” by Karl Zinsmeister, which was
published in the December 2002 issue of The American
Enterprise. The title is interesting because the article
was written long before Donald Rumsfeld made his
now-famous “Old Europe” statement. Zinsmeister,
editor-in-chief of The American Enterprise, was
asked by the State Department to present an overview
of American culture at aconferencein Warsaw, Poland,
in April 2002. Once there, he found he was the lone
American representative.

His report is a summary and a response to the
continuous and vile America-bashing that occurred
throughout the meeting, which reflected what isgoing
on frequently—and intensifying—among the European
public. The word “growing”
isimportant to the thrust of

Middle East as we are in Europe. . . .

If enough of these divergences accumulate, how-
ever, America may eventually be forced to con-
clude that, as economist Irwin Stelzer has put it,
many European nations “are ceasing, or may have
already ceased, to be our friends.”

The U.S. will never be hostile to Europe; there are
too many links of kinship and shared purpose for
that. But neither do | expect the U.S. will have
especially warm relations with the E.U. 15 or 20
years hence. . . .

Itisn'tjust differing policiesthat are splitting the
E.U. from the U.S. It is also sheer competition.
Thevery idea of forming a united states [sic] of
Europe comes in large measure from a desire to
keep up with America. Today, “much of the psy-
chological drive for Euro-nationalism is provided
by anti-Americanism,” notes John O’ Sullivan. . . .

During his term as presi-

dent of the European

hisarticle, in which he con- “The U.S. will never be hostile to Europe; Union, the prime minister

tends that, whilethe U.S. is
still growing in areas impor-
tant to national greatness,

there are too many links of kinship
and shared purpose for that.

of Sweden Goran Persson
insisted that functioning
“asabalancetoU.S. domi-

Europe is declining and di-  But neither do | expect the U.S. will have  nation” wasEurope’ smost

vided despitewhat it may ook
like on amap:

Thissimplereality needs
to be faced squarely by
Americans: Inagreat va-
riety of areas—foreign policy, demography, re-
ligion, economics—Americans and Europeans
are growing apart. While the September 11
attacks deepened American sobriety, patriotic
feeling, and national resolution, in Europe they
merely created one moreflashpoint for division.
European elites, already worried they won't be
able to keep up with America over the next
generation, are now approaching panic as the
U.S. coalesces, during its September 11 recov-
ery, into an even steelier and more determined
colossus. . . .

Some Europeans complain that the U.S. ismore and
more heading off onits own without them. They are
right. America spsychiclink with Europe, | suggest,
isfading extremely rapidly. . . .

Sincetheend of the Cold War Americanshavefelt

much lessintertwined with Europeans, and at | east
as interested in China, Mexico, India, and the
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especially warm relation with the E.U.
15 or 20 years hence.”
—Karl Zinsmeister

important role. The view
of many European |eaders
is that “whatever dimin-
ishes the stature of the
United Statesis of benefit
to Europe,” states Jeffrey
Gedmin. . . . Many of the economic choices,
cultural initiative, and foreign policy decisionsbe-
ing [made] in Europetoday areanimated by simple
competitive envy. . . .

“It would be a misreading of Europe’s political
elites to see anti-American complaints as isol ated
gripeswhich can be overcome, oneby one, through
patient dialogue,” warned Michael Gove, apercep-
tiveeditorialist for London’ s Times, when| visited
his office. “Europe,” he said, “is not begging to
differ in particulars, but beginning to diverge in
fundamentals.”

Thephilosophical differencesbetween Europeand
the U.S. are reflected and magnified in three
critical structural breaks: 1) Europe has surren-
dered much of its economic dynamism. 2) Europe
haslostitsstomachfor military action, substituting
an exaggerated confidence in diplomacy. And, 3)
Europeison apath to population collapse.
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Economic Comparisons

It may help to compare the following from Zinsmei ster
with Revelation 18.

We have conventionally thought of Europe as
having about the same standard of living asAmeri-
cans. Thisisless and less true. For the European
Union as a whole, GDP per capita is presently
less than two-thirds of U.S. levels. America's
poorest sub-groups, like African-Americans, now
have higher averageincomelevelsthan thetypical
European.

What's behind this? For one thing, Americans

“German Coziness Puts Nation at Risk” by Steven
Komarow confirmsthose statistics, giving thefollow-
ing figures on 2002 GDP growth for the several
countries:

Ireland, +3.9%; Greece, +3.2%; U.S.A, +2.4%;
Spain, +1.9%; Sweden, +1.6%; U.K. +1.6%; Aus-
tria, +.9%; France, +.9%; Belgium, +.7%; Ger-
many, +.3%; Italy, +.3%; Portugal, +.3%;
Netherlands, +.2%; Japan, -.3%;

As bad as one might think it to be in the U.S,, the
American percentage of increase of GDP in 2002 was
eight times greater than Germany’s and Italy’s and
almost three times greater than France’s.

work harder: 72 percent of theU.S. populationisat
work, compared to only 58
percent inthe E.U. Ameri-

Resuming from Zinsmeister’ sarticle:

Over the long haul, these

canworkersalsoputinmore  “American parents have the least amount ~ sortsof disparitiesadd up

hours. And U.S. workers
are more productive—an

of time to spend with their children;

to crunching economicdi-
vergences. Since 1970,

E.U. worker currently pro- indeed, the average American works America has produced 57
duces 73 cents' worth of nine weeks more each million new jobs. The

output inthe same period of
timeaU.S. worker creates

year than the average European.”

E.U., with an even bigger
population, has produced

adollar’s worth. —Ted Halstead 5 million (most of them

Strongly reinforcing thisis
a February 16, 2003, Atlantic Monthly article by Ted
Halstead. He writes, “ American parents have the least
amount of freetimeto spend with their children; indeed,
the average American works nine weeks more each
year than the average European.”

Zinsmeister continues:

Thelocomotive of Europeisthe German economy,
which has been in a serious mess for more than a
decade. Germany’s annual growth rate over the
past ten years has been alimp 1.4 percent. Among
the magjor industrial nations, only Japan (a true
basket case) has done worse. The German labor
market has become one of the most inflexible
and uncompetitive in the world, which is why
unemployment has been stuck at 9-10 percent
[now 11 percent] for years, even amid a global
economic boom.

A February 10, 2003, USA Today article titled

Defense Strategy

A second divergencesplitting Europefrom America
isdefense strategy. When it comesto guarding the
peace, current European leaders put all their faith

with the government). A

startling 40 percent of the
unemployed in Europe have been out of work for
more than a year, compared to only 6 percent in
theU.S. . ..

If no visible alternative loomed, citizens might
not realize that better ways of achieving pros-
perity exist. But any European with eyes can
observe that the United States makes very dif-
ferent economic choices, with very different
results. Here is one root of the resentment felt
by European elites, who would otherwise have a
free hand to mold their societies according to
their ownvisions. “ Theanti-American alliance,”
noted Michael GoveintheLondon Timesearlier
this year, “resents American economic success
because it reminds them that their preferred
cocktails of protectionism, stateregulation, sub-
sidy, and intervention constrict growth.
America's practical success is a standing re-
buke to their abstract beliefs.”

in endlesstalk, commissioneering, and resol ution-
writing of collective diplomacy—what they call
“multilateralism” (a term nearly as feeble as the
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The Beast and Babylon

concept). Given Europe’s history with the Treaty
of Versailles, Neville Chamberlain’s Munich
Agreement, a biological weapons “ban” secretly
violated with impunity by the Soviets and scads of
other signatories, plus many more recent failures
of “let’ spretend” diplomacy in placesranging from
Irag to Rwanda to Bosnia, it’s inexplicable that
Europeans would bet all future peace on the secu-
rity of parchment walls. But that's exactly what
they are doing.

Charles Krauthammer diagnoses the problem this
way: “After half a century
under the American um-

continent now has approximately the same force-
projecting power as the Swiss navy. . . .

Without admitting it, the Europeans have essen-
tially decided to rely on the U.S. to keep them
safe. . . .

Until Europe demonstrates an equivalent willing-
ness to commit its sons and its treasure to national
defense, all talk of building aformidableindepen-
dent military force in Europe is merely hot air.
Wishful thinking will not man and equip a carrier

battle group, build a mis-

sileshield, or otherwisein-

brella, West Europeanshave  «jntj| Europe demonstrates an equivalent ~ Still the necessary awe in

come to believe that their
freedom is self-generated.

willingness to commit its sons

the world'’ s tyrants.

It is by now, they feel, a and its treasure to national defense, Of course, most European
simplebirthright, as natu- all talk of building a formidable elites deny such measures

ral asthe air they breathe.
When they see the U.S.

independent military force in Europe

are necessary. To quote
my Britishfriend Mr. Gove

slaying dragons abroad— is merely hot air.” again: “Europe’s leaders
yesterday Afghanistan, to- —Karl Zinsmeister seek to manage conflict

day lrag, tomorrow who

knows who—they see a

cowboy whose enthusiasms threaten to disturb the
perfect order of things, best symbolized by the
hushed paper-shuffling at the International Crimi-
nal Court.”

At the same time they’ve bet the farm on swiss-
cheese [sic] treaties, the Europeans have pared
their military spendingtothepoint wheretheentire

Demographic Decline

A final, crushing, structural divergence separating
America and Europe is demography. Birth rates in
Europe have been catastrophically low for two decades.
Europeisthusgetting old and starting to shrink. TheU.S.
remains a youthful and fast-growing nation. Mr.
Zinsmeister’s assessment of this critical areafollows:

It takes 2.1 lifetime births per woman just to keep
apopulation stable over the long run. Today, Ger-
man women are having less than 1.4 children
each—only twothirdsthelevel needed to maintain
zero population growth. Italiansand Spaniardsare
at a shockingly low rate of 1.2 lifetime births per
woman. The E.U. asawholeisfar below the level
needed simply to replace its current population.

The social, economic, and geopolitical ramifica-
tionsarestark. At current fertility rates, Germany’s
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through the international

therapy of peace pro-
cesses, the buying off of aggression with the
danegeld of aid or the erection of a paper palisade
of global law, which theunscrupul ousalwayspunch
through. Europeans may convince themselvesthat
these devel opments are the innovations of a conti-
nent in the van of progress, but they are really the
withered autumnfruitsof acivilizationindecline.”

total population will shrink from 82 million to 67
million over the next 50 years. Italy will tumble
from 58 to 39 million people. Over that very same
period, the population of the U.S. (where the birth
rate is more than half-again as high) will go from
283 millionto410million.

Anditisn't only theraw numbersthat will change;
the composition of the population will also shift
dramatically. As birth rates remain below the re-
placement level year after year, and old peoplelive
longer and longer, ageometric spiral forms, and a
society becomes elderly. By the end of my ex-
pected lifetime in the 2030s, fully half of all Ger-
mans will be over 50. Italians will be even
older—half over 54. (TheU.S., by comparison, will
have amedian ageintheupper 30s.) The European

(continued on page 14)



Part Two

hat was Jesus thinking
about during His last
hoursasahuman?While

He was suffering under the pains of
tortureand cruel death, did He dwell
onthehorriblesinsfor which Hewas
dying? It seems highly unlikely that
our pure and sinless Savior spent
much time thinking about our sins
and the sins of every person who has
ever lived. In fact, from what we
know of Him, He gave them aslittle
heed as He could!

Y et, if Jesuswasnot thinking about
humanity’ s sins during that last day
of human life, of what was He think-
ing? Scripture gives us some clues
about His state of mind. The clues
derive from what we are told Jesus
knew duringthetimefromHisprayer
with the disciplesin Gethsemane to
His death on the stake late on that
Passover day.

For instance, did Jesus know why
His Father had to turn away from
Him on His last day of human life?
Of course He did! Jesus knew better
than any other how limitless is the
repulsion between God and sin. We
might compare thisrepulsion to that
of the like poles of two colossal
electromagnets (though thisfallsfar
short of describing the antipathy be-
tween God and sin).

Try to imagine the mental and
emotional torture of our Savior, to
whom sin had been a totally unap-
proachablething for all eternity, hav-
ing every sin ever committed forced
onto His perfectly pure head! Try to
imagine His desolation as His Fa-
ther, by necessity, had now to turn
away and leave His Son to finish the
job on His own!

Yet, every detail of it had been
planned, agreed to, and prearranged
by Them both. Jesus quoted His
own words, which He had inspired
His servant David to put into writ-
ing a thousand years before this
day, when Hecried, “My God, My
God, why have Y ou forsaken Me?”
(Psalm 22:1). By repeating it as He

Jesus

Fnal
Human
Thoughts

hung on the stake, He declared this
prophecy to be fulfilled at that very
moment; the absolute peak of the
agony that He and His Father had
planned and foreknew had arrived.
Even in Hisdelirium, the utterances
of theL ogosweresolidly based upon
His own Word!

In another of his psalms, David
had been inspired to prophesy of
more details of Jesus’ agony at this
separation from His Father:

Save me, O God! For the wa-
ters have come up to my neck.
| sink indeep mire, wherethere
isno standing; | havecomeinto
deep waters, where the floods
overflow me. | am weary with

my crying; my throatisdry; my
eyes fail while | wait for my
God. (Psalm 69:1-3)

Note the words, “while | wait for
my God.” Even though their separa-
tion wasonly to last for alittle more
than three days (the actual period
depending on the instant that the
Father found it necessary to turn
away from His beloved Son), and
even though Jesus was only alive
and conscious for less than a day
of this time, any separation at all
was almost unbearable for them
both. This was certainly the prime
casewhen, with the L ord, one day—
His last human day—felt like a
thousand years (11 Peter 3:8), and to
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His Father, the three and a half days
of separation felt like three and a
half thousand years. It is likely
that Jesus’ human patience was
never tried more than during these
hours when He had to wait for His
reunification with His Father. How
wonderful it would be if we—
Jesus’ brothers and sisters—would
have even afraction of Hisdesireto
be with the Father constantly and to
have the Father constantly with us!
How profitable it would be if we
would cease shutting Him out of
most of our thoughts, our words, our
deeds. . . our lives!

David's prophetic verses picture
the human Jesus as losing His foot-
ing and sinking in the filthy, putrid
mud of the world’s sins. We do not
like to think of our perfect Lord in
this low condition: weary with cry-
ing, throat dried out, eyesight failing
Him. It must havetaken every ounce
of Jesus’ strength to continue His
human sojourn through to the very
end. But Heborethisagony knowing
that He must wait for the final acts
of His human saga to play out be-
fore He could be reunited with His
loving Father.

TheCup

otice Jesus’
Gethsemane;

prayer in

He went a little farther and
fell on His face, and prayed,
saying, “O My Father, if itis
possible, let thiscup passfrom
Me; nevertheless, not asl will,
but asYouwill.” ... Hewent
away a second time and
prayed, saying, “O my Fa-
ther, if this cup cannot pass
away from Me unless | drink
it, Your will bedone.” ... So
He left them, went away
again, and prayed the third
time, saying the same words.
(Matthew 26:39, 42, 44)

What was this “cup” that Jesus
asked might passfromHimif it were
His Father’s will? Was He, in a
moment of weakness, asking His
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Father to prevent Him from going
throughthe coming hoursof physical
torture? Thisisdoubtful considering
that Jesus, with the fullest knowl-
edge and foresight of all the horrible
details, had spent His entire human
lifetime, and millenniaprior toit, in
preparation for this day.

A brief word study ontheseverses
may prove helpful here. The word
“cup” is translated from the Greek
noun poterion, which can mean the
vessel’s liquid contents as well as
the vessel itself. It is obvious, of
course, that Jesus drank the con-
tents, not the vessel. Poterion de-
rives from pino, “to drink.”

Theword* pass’ istranslated from
the Greek verb parerchomai, which
can refer to the passage of time.
From this, we can deduce that Jesus
may have been asking His Father to
make the time it would take to com-
plete this awful “drink” pass as
quickly as possible, but even then,
only if it fit in with His Father’s
perfect will.

Most of us have at some time had
to drink some horribl e-tasting medi-
cine, and although we knew that it
was beneficial for usto drink it, the
procedure still seemed to take an
eternity! By prior agreement with
His Father, Jesus was at this time
voluntarily draining anenormouscup
of spiritual “drink,” which was ulti-
mately a healing medicine for man-
kind but at the sametimewasto Him
adeadly poison.

Thisspiritual drink wasamixture
of two ingredients that could not
have been more repulsive to Them
both. The first ingredient was the
sin of thewholeworld. The second
was Their separation from each
other. Jesus' spiritual poison did
not just taste horrible. It racked His
body and His mind with stinging
agony (I Corinthians 15:56; Luke
22:44). Perhaps, in agreeing to
drink of thiscup, He even accepted
a taste of the fiery fate of those
who would never repent, as fore-
told through the prophet Jeremiah
that the poison was like fire that
had been injected into His bones
(Lamentations 1:13).

Poured Out

espite His foreknowledge of

the effect, Jesus knew that it
wasnecessary for thisspiritual poi-
sonto enter Him so that it could be
poured out along with His life-
blood:

e Thereforel will divideHim
a portion with the great,
and Heshall dividethe spoil
with the strong, because
He poured out His soul unto
death, and He was num-
bered with the transgres-
sors, and He bore the sin of
many, and made interces-
sion for the transgressors.
(Isaiah 53:12)

e For thisis My blood of the
new covenant, whichisshed
for many for the remission
of sins. (Matthew 26:28)

» Butoneof thesoldierspierced
His side with a spear, and
immediately blood and wa-
ter came out. (John 19:34)

The English word “remission” in
Matthew 26:28 indicates that the
sins flowed out with Jesus' blood.
This word is translated from the
Greek word aphesis, which can also
mean “release” or “liberty,” asin
therel ease of blood previously con-
tained by the body’s arteries and
veins. This word aphesis stems
from the word aphiemi, which
means “yield up” or “expire.” The
word aphiemi, in turn, stems from
the words apo and hiemi, which
together mean “let go” or “sent
forth by separation,” asinaviolent
separation of the blood from the
body’ s pressurized circulatory sys-
tem (which, in Jesus’ case, resulted
in His complete separation from
His Father in death). When God
the Father laid the sinsof theworld
upon the head of His beloved Son,
they passed into and contaminated
Him. They remained in Him until
they were poured out with His shed
blood.



So again, it is doubtful that Jesus
was having second thoughts about
accepting the terrible events of the
hours that were ahead. Before His
Gethsemane prayer, during, and af-
ter it, Jesus knew—He was firmly
convinced—that He must imbibe,
retain, and endure every drop of the
poison that had been prepared for
Him by His Father. A week before
that Passover night, Jesus said to
James and John, “Y ou do not know
what you ask. Are you able to drink
the cup that | am about to drink, and
be baptized with the baptism that |
ambaptizedwith?’ (Matthew 20:22).
And just minutes after He had con-
cluded His Gethsemane prayer,
“Jesussaid to Peter, ‘ Put your sword
into the sheath. Shall | not drink the
cup which My Father has given
Me?” (John 18:11).

Throughout Hisgreat trials, Jesus
knew that if the agony would have
become too much for Him, He just
had to say the word, and He would
have been instantly rescued from
His enemies. He tells the disciples,
“Or do you think that | cannot now
pray to My Father, and He will pro-
vide Me with more than twelve le-
gions of angels?’ (Matthew 26:53).

Jesus forced this knowledge to
the deep recesses of His mind be-
cause He knew that, if He chose this
alternative of physical deliverance,
it would be “game over” for every
one of His human brothers and sis-
ters. If He had chosen this option,
His Father would have removed our
sins from Him—meaning our guilt
would remain on our own heads—
and our future would be a hopeless
one of eternal death. Yet, Jesus
knew that He had planned all this
with His Father since the world’'s
foundation, had revealed Their plan
to His prophets and disciples, and
had comeinto theworld for the very
purpose of sufferingto pay the death
penalty for humanity’s sins. Jesus
immediately tellsHisdisciples, “How
then could the Scripturesbefulfilled,
that it must happen thus?. . . But all
this was done that the Scriptures of
the prophets might be fulfilled”
(verses 54, 56).
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Quiet Resignation

he gospel accounts indicate

that, after His agony at Gethse-
mane, Jesus seemed more resigned
to the barbarous events of His last
hours. Referringback tothisarticle’s
original question, it is doubtful that
He spent much timethinking of indi-
vidual acts of sin during this time.
After all, why should Hethink about
sin numbers 343 and 5,276, but not
about numbers 12,345,678 and
876,543? Before coming to earth as
a man, had He not been able to
actually witnessfour thousand years
of human sin? Had He not the ability
to foresee the balance for the re-
maining three thousand years of
man’s time on earth?

Rather thanthinking onindividual
acts of sinin Hisvaluable, final hu-
man hours, the Scripturesreveal that,
with a level of empathy impossible
for any but the Son of God, He
suffered the results of those seven
millennia of sin. He strove to over-
come the physical torture and the
pain of the spiritual poison which
He now carried in Him, with
thoughts of His soon-coming re-
unification with His Father and with
the knowledge that, one day, His
enemies—hopefully repentant by
that time—would see Him seated at
the right hand of His Father: “ Jesus
said, . . . ‘I say to you, hereafter
you will seethe Son of Man sitting
at the right hand of the Power, and
coming on the clouds of heaven”
(Matthew 26:64).

Thereisno mention of any further
complaint from Jesus' lips—just a
quiet resignation throughout the un-
justandillegal trialsand theinhuman
torture and execution.

* He was oppressed and He
was afflicted, yet He opened
not His mouth; He was led
as a lamb to the slaughter,
and as a sheep before its
shearers is silent, so He
opened not His mouth.
(Isaiah 53:7)

 And while He was being

accused by the chief priests
and elders, He answered
nothing. Then Pilate said to
Him, “Do Y ou not hear how
many things they testify
against You?' But He an-
swered him not oneword, so
that the governor marveled
greatly. (Matthew 27:12-14)

Nocomplaintuntil,inthevery last
minutes of His human sojourn, He
cried out twice in extreme agony at
the pain of separation from Hislov-
ing Father:

And about the ninth hour Jesus
cried out with a loud voice,
saying, " Eli, Eli, lamasabacht-
hani?’ that is, “My God, My
God, why have Y ou forsaken
Me?". . . Jesus, when He had
cried out again with a loud
voice, yielded up His spirit.
(Matthew 27:46, 50)

And so the human thoughts of our
wonderful Lord came to an end.
Although God the Father would suf-
fer from the separation for another
seventy-two hours, Jesus' wait was
over. His tortured body and His
marvelous mind lay stone dead and
inactive for three days and three
nights. On the Night to be Much
Observed this year, as we rejoice
with our physical and spiritual fami-
lies, we should take a moment to
think on the almost unbelievable
fact that on thisvery night in ap 31,
our Savior—thevery Creator of this
universe—was dead!

But Jesus’ and our Father did
not leave Himinthe grave (Psalms
16:10; Acts 2:27). He raised up
His beloved Son and restored to
Him the incomparable mind—the
vast knowledge, understanding,
wisdom, and holy character—that
They had shared for eternity before
Jesus’ human sojourn. One day very
soon, astounding as it may seem,
Their thoughts will become our
thoughts as They willingly share
that same perfect mind with you
and me.

—John Plunkett
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READY ANSWER

“Be Ready Always To Give An Answer” — | Peter 3:15 (KJV)

“Behold, | stand at the door and knock.

If anyone hears My voice and opens the door,

| will come in to him and dine with him,
and he with Me.”

that we are now
in the midst of the Laodicean era of God's
church. This requires each of us to be alert,
watchful, and on guard against the attitudes
that permeate this era. We must protect our-
selves from this deadly, Babylonish system
and not allow itsinfluences to put usto sleep
spiritually.

How can we detect those traces of
Laodiceanism that exist in our lives? What can
we look for? What are the signposts?

Notice one of the descriptionsthe Bible gives
of aLaodicean: “Behold, | stand at the door and
knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the
door, | will comeinto himand dinewith him, and
he with Me” (Revelation 3:20).

Here, Christ is reporting that—in His own
church—some know that He is at the door, but
they will not rousethemselvesfromtheir spiritual
lethargy to openit. By implication, they will not
invite Him into their lives. Asunbelievable asit
sounds, there are those in His church who will
keep Him on the outside looking in (see Song of
Songs5:2-3)!

Butthereishope. In Revelation 3:20, that word
“if” holds out hope—hope that a Laodicean can
repent, can change, can choose to open the door
to Christ rather thanignoreHim. Arewe opening
the door? Are we opening ourselves up to Christ
to build the kind of relationship that will lead to
eternal life (John 17:3)?
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Are We Opening the Door?

God’s Children

we need to
be aware of the relationship between God and
ourselves. We often talk about God’ s purpose and
God'swill. Unfortunately, sometimesitisasif we
are here, and God’'s purpose and will are way
over there—somehow separate from us.

Thetruthiswe are God’s purpose; we are God’ s
will. Is there any greater purpose that God can be
working out than reproducing Himself? Of course,
the answer is no! We are going to be His greatest
creative achievement.

It is God's will that each of us be one of His
children (John 1:12), however improbabl ethat might
sound to the human mind. The depth of Hislove
for us, His children, is beyond our comprehen-
sion. AsJesustestifiedin John 17:23, God loves
us every bit asmuch as He loves Jesus Christ—
no more, no less.

God hasprobably spent billionsof yearsplanning
for us—His children. All that time, He has been
waiting for our birth. Evenif Christ should not come
for another hundred years (and it seems seriously
doubtful that it could be that far away!), compared
to billions of years, for God, our birth isnow. The
water has broken!

Consider theanticipation that buildswhenamother
has to wait nine months for a baby to be born. What
must theanti ci pation befor God?Hehasbeenwaiting
billions of years for the birth of His children!

(continued on page 20)
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PROPHECY WATCH
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FPart One:

he book of Revelation contains many strange

and fantasticimagesthat inspiretheimagina-

tion and motivate Bible students to chase out
their veiled meanings. Who has not wondered about
the identity of the Beast or considered the implica-
tionsof Satanthe Devil asadragon? Throughout the
book’s pages, a parade of scrolls, trumpets, vials,
books, stars, swords, creatures, battles, angels and
demons, and even fallen women passes by.

Like any good book, Revelation includes good
guys and bad guys involved in atitanic conflict to
determine the fate of the world. Asthe book opens,
the Hero arrives on the scene, confident that all will
turn out well, but the situation seems hopel ess—the
good guys are weak, disunited, and lethargic, and
conflicts and disasters erupt and intensify every-
where. The forces of evil, led by a sinister and
powerful ruler, appear invincibleand onthe brink of
victory. Yet the Hero is more than worthy of His
task, and undaunted, He leads His army through
stormandfireand wasteto triumph andimmortality.
The book ends in paradise, where the victors live
happily ever after.

What makes Revelation so intriguing isthat it is
not a novel but true prophecy guaranteed by the
Word of God to be true and soon to come to pass!
The book openswith thewords, “ The Revelation of
Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His
servants—things which must shortly take place”
(Revelation 1:1). Inthefinal chapter, thisassurance
of authenticity isrepeated:

Then he said to me, “ These words are faithful
and true.” And the Lord God of the holy
prophets sent His angel to show His servants
the things which must shortly take place. “Be-
hold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who
keepsthe words of the prophecy of thisbook.”
(Revelation22:6-7)

Thisisreminiscent of Isaiah 55:11; “So shall My
word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not
returnto Mevoid [margin: empty, without fruit], but

—our

it shall accomplishwhat | please, and it shall prosper
inthething for which | sentit.” When God speaks a
prophecy, it will befulfilled because Hewill bringit
to pass!

This certainty causes curious Christiansto try to
identify and interpret every symbol in the Apoca-
lypse. Some of them are easily determined because
at times the text itself defines them. For instance,
Revelation 5:8 defines incense as “the prayers of
thesaints,” and Revelation 19:8 identifiesfinelinen
as “the righteous acts of the saints” (for more of
these, seeRevelation 1:20; 5:6; 7:14; 11:4; 12:9; 14:4;
17:15; 19:10; 20:14).

Perhaps the most intriguing image in the New
Testament’ sonly book of prophecy isthat of thefour
horsemen—white, red, black, and pale—that exem-
plify thefirst four seal sof Revelation 6. Fertileminds
have used thisfantasticimagery inliterature and art
downthrough the centuriesasharbingersof doomor
embodiments of destruction and death. Few things
are more frightening than mysterious, dangerous
figuresriding on strange, thundering warhorses!

And with good reason.

T he Seven-Sealed Scroll

The setting for the release of the four horsemen
beginsin Revelation 4, which describesGod’ sthrone
room in heaven with all its splendor and attendant
beings. As chapter 5 opens, ascroll with writing on
both front and back and sealed with seven sealsis
introduced, shown in the right hand of the Father.
This last detail highlights His sovereignty and the
divineoriginof thescroll. That Heholdsitin Hisright
hand suggests might or authority (Exodus 15:6; Psalm
20:6; 44:3; 110:1; Lamentations 2:3-4; etc.), and that
Heissitting on the throne alludes to coming judgment
(see Proverbs 20:8; Matthew 27:19; Acts 25:6).
Thescroll itself includesafew peculiar detail snot
found in ordinary scrolls. First, John uses the word
biblion for it, a diminutive of the normal biblos,
implying that thisparticular scroll wasnot lengthy—
a booklet as compared to a book. Biblion is often
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Horsemen

the S addle™?

used of letters, contracts, and other documents
whose contentswould not fill morethan one sheet of
parchment or vellum.

However, thisscroll is“writteninside and on the
back,” or asitisliterally inthe Greek, “ writtenwithin
and behind.” The Greeks had a specific term for
such a relatively rare document: opisthografon,
literally “behindwriting.” Sincewriting coveredthe
entire surface, nothing could be added to it. Thus,
theimage symbolizesacompleteand finished work.

Finally, thisscroll bears seven seal s, adetail that
has provoked variousinterpretations down through
the centuries. The best, most logical solution is
that the scroll is successively sealed along one
edge so that, asaseal isbroken, the parchment can
be opened only so far as the next seal. Thus, a
scroll like this was sealed as it was rolled closed,
and the seals must be broken in reverse order. This
also means that, as the seals are broken, the previ-
ous ones remain open until all seven parts of the
document lay revealed.

In the scene in Revelation 5, though, “no onein
heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able
to open the scroll, or to look at it” (verse 3). The
apostle John weeps because no one worthy comes
forward. He is soon comforted: “Do not weep.
Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of
David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose
its seven seals” (verse 5).

Thisfigure, called“aLamb asthoughit had been
glain” (verse 6) isobviously Jesus Christ our Savior
(seeJohn 1:29), and Heproved worthy by prevailing,
enikeesen, a word that can also be translated as
“overcome,” “triumphed,” or “conquered,” all of
whichimply victory through conflict or struggle. As
Hebrews2:10 putsit, “ For it wasfitting for Him, for
whom are all things and by whom are all things, in
bringing many sons to glory, to make the author of
their salvation perfect through sufferings.” Heproved
Himself worthy to be our Redeemer, High Priest,
and soon-coming King by living sinlessly against the
pulls of human nature and by dying as a perfect
sacrifice in our stead (see Revelation 5:9, 12).
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Inso doing, He also qualified to be Judge of all
(John5:22; 11 Timothy 4:1, 8; Jude 14-15). Taking
onthislastrole, “He came and took the scroll out
of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne”
(Revelation 5:7).

Self- I nterpreted

A tour through several commentaries on Revelation
6:1-8 reveal swidespread agreement on theinterpre-
tation of the last three horsemen, but on the first
one the interpretations vary. Certainly, none of
them agrees entirely with the modern church of
God understanding, specifically of the white horse
and its rider. Most expositors suppose the first
horseman represents Christ Himself conquering the
world through the spread of the gospel. In Part
Two, we will see in full how this interpretation
cannot be correct.

Christians who believe in the divine authorship
and authority of the Bible are careful to allow it to
interpret its own symbols. Some of the above-men-
tioned commentaries pay lip service to this founda-
tional principleof Biblestudy, yet they seemto apply
it infrequently, perhaps because they really do not
believe the Bible's sixty-six books are a coherent
whole—though written by morethan two dozen men
over fifteen hundred years—and inspired by One
whoisprofoundly intelligent and organized. For us,
who believetheBibleisGod' sWordin print and not
the product of mere men, thereisno need to cull the
writings of the ancients for clues to the Bible's
mysteries. All the answers we need can be found
within its own pages.

Only afew of the commentaries consulted for
this article series even mention Jesus’ prophecy
in Matthew 24 (also Mark 13; Luke 21) as akey to
interpreting the Four Horsemen. One of them seems
almost surprised that Jesus foretold the exact
same series of signs sixty years before to His
disciples! Why shouldthey beany different whenthe
same Revelator communicated both prophecies?
They are parallel.

(continued on page 21)
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(continued from page 7)
Union will be a very gray place, and within its
boundaries every single employed individual will
haveits own elderly person 65 or older to provide
for through the public pension system. Thisisnot a
recipe for an energetic society.

Europe’'s disinterest in childbearing is a crisis of
confidenceand optimism. Itisaspiritual indicator,
reflecting millionsof individual decisionsto pursue
self-interest and material well-being instead of
participating inthehumanfuture. Theseindividual
decisionswill haveprofound

collective effects. . . .

“A weakened Europe is likely to grow
more resentful toward America
rather than blaming themselves.”
—Charles Moore

Among other effects, “a
weakened Europeislikely
to grow more resentful to-
ward America,” warned
British journalist Charles
Moore in a lecture to the
New Atlantic Initiative last year, “rather than
blaming themselves.”

Though a nasty flame-out is conceivable, | will
closewithalessalarmist yet blunt prediction about
Europe’ slikely future. Fifty yearshence, when my
oldest children approach retirement, | expect that
today’s European dream of achieving economic
andmilitary superpower statuswill beadimmemory,
and that some more realistic alternative will have
replaced it.

Beastly Parallels

Withthat foundation, | want to emphasizethat thisseries
of articles should not be considered as church doctrine.
I am thinking “out of the box,” speculating on what is
happening in the world right now. Please feel free to
offer your ideas, criticisms, and suggestions.

Events may happen that will change my point of view
inthefuture. At thistime, though, it looksasif either 1)
amajor portion of the Beast may bearisinginthenations
of Israel led by the United States and United Kingdom,
or 2) the woman riding the Beast in Revelation 17
consists of the nations of Israel led by the United States
and the United Kingdom. This second possibility isthe
most likely at thispoint. However, thisisalarge subject,
and we can only cover asmall number of scripturesthat
pertaintoit.

Much will go unanswered inthisarticle. But because
of current happeningsintheworld, if neither of thesetwo
possibilities is correct, then we either 1) have a great
deal moretime before Christ’sreturn for thingsto form
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At that point, under current trends, the largest
Western European country—Germany—will rank
about 23 onthelist of theworld’ shiggest nations.
Europeasawholewill containintheneighborhood
of 360 million peopleandfalling. Americanswill be
at 550 million and rising. The U.S. economy will
havegrownto morethan twicethesizeof Europe’s.

| expect that Americans and Europeans will be
reasonably amiable. ... Butitwill be China, India,
Mexico, Indonesia, Brazil, Vietnam, the Arab
world, and Turkey that theU.S. will haveto huddle
with most earnestly at im-
portant international con-
claves—not Europe.

That is, frankly, not the
circumstance most Ameri-
cans would prefer. By
rights, Europe and
America ought to remain
close cousins. But Europe’s current choices in
politics, economics, social and family life, and
moral reasoning unmistakably suggest that a less
familial relationshipisemerging.

It is easy to see that things are not going well in
Europe, and they have not been going well for at I east
the last ten to twelve years. Even though they are
gradually uniting, they areinreality decliningin power
and influence. That isnot what the visionaries antici-
pated for a united Europe.

asweweretaught, or 2) dramatic and miraculous events
will have to occur both in the U.S. and Europe for the
Beast to arise solely in Europe in the near future and
to exercise the powers the Bible shows it to have. If
those dramatic and miraculous events do not occur
soon, and if world events continue at the pace they
normally move, we will have a very long time before
Christ’ sreturn. l—and many of you—will belong dead
before that occurs.

Beforeweclose, it will be helpful to seetheprophetic
parallels between Daniel 2 and 7 and Revelation 13 and
17. These parallels indicate Europe will be a major
player inthe Beast unlessour current interpretationsare
incorrect. If they are wrong, then the possibility arises
that the Beast need not be confined to Europe.

Jesus saysin Luke 12:49, 56, “1 cameto send fire on
the earth, and how | wish it were already kindled! . . .
Hypocrites! Y ou can discern the face of the sky and of
the earth, but how is it you do not discern this time?”
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The Beast and Babylon

“Fire” indicates judgment, and Jesus clearly wanted to
get on with seeing Hiswork concluded. However, asHe
shows, things have to be done in their proper order. In
this case, He is referring to His death.

Clearly, in calling these carnal people “hypocrites,”
He expected them to understand who He was and what
Hismissionwas. If He expected them to grasp what was
going onduring Hisday, how much moredoesHeexpect
of us? Greater depth and clarity and therefore under-
standing are always to be found because God is faithful
to reveal more as we grow and come closer to its
fulfillment. Yet, it is evident from the church’s history
that we do not always hit the correct understanding of
prophecy right off.

Ezekiel 6:14 adds to this fact that most prophecy is
misunderstood: “So | will stretch out My hand against
them and make the land desolate, yes, more desolate
than the wilderness toward Diblah, in all their habita-
tions. Then they shall know that | am the Lorp.” This
final sentence occurs frequently in Ezekiel. In each
case, it means that people will not understand the
fullness of something until either it is actually being
fulfilled or itiscompletely over. Thismeans, as matters
progress, we haveto do some updating—including some
specul ating—fromtimetotimeto adjust our understand-
ingtofitreality.

Daniel 2:32-35 describes the image in
Nebuchadnezzar’ s dream, and the prophet interprets it
in verses 38-40, 44:

... and wherever the children of men dwell, or the
beasts of the field and the birds of the heaven, He
has given them into your hand, and has made you
ruler over them all—you are this head of gold. But
after you shall arise another kingdom inferior to
yours; then another, a third kingdom of bronze,
which shall rule over all the earth. And the fourth
kingdom shall be as strong asiron. ... Andinthe
days of these kings the God of heaven will set up
akingdomwhich shall never be destroyed; and the
kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall
break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms,
and it shall stand forever.

Verse 38 shows us that in this imagery the king
represents the entirety of the kingdom'’s existence as a
world-ruling empire. The term “after you,” in verse 39
introduces three separate, successive kingdomsfollow-
ing Nebuchadnezzar’ s Chaldean Empire. Thenverse 44
showsthat the image’ stimeline exists until our day and
the return of Jesus Christ for the establishment of the
Kingdom of God.

This prophecy, then, brings us right into our present
time. Wecanlook for thelast empire, represented by the
feet and toes, to exist today. History has shown those
four empiresto be the Chaldean, M edo-Persian, Greco-
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M acedonian, and Roman empires. Thelast existed from
31 Bc to ap 476, when secular history shows that the
Vandals defeated Rome. However, Emperor Justinian
revived and reestablished Rome as the “Holy Roman
Empire” in ap 554.

All of Daniel 7 ishelpful at this point. Theimportant
element to note is that this illustration from Daniel’s
dream parallels Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in Daniel 2,
but it uses different imagery. This confirms that the
legsof ironin Daniel 2 and the fourth beast in Daniel
7, which are parallel images, exist at Christ’s return,
fight against Him, and suffer defeat, and then the saints
receive the Kingdom.

Revelation 12:3-4, 9 records:

And another sign appeared in heaven; behold, a
great, fiery red dragon having seven heads and
ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. His
tail drew athird of the stars of heaven and threw
them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the
woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her
Child as soon as it was born. . . . So the great
dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called
the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole
world; hewascast to the earth, and hisangelswere
cast out with him.

TheDragonisidentified asSatan (verse9), providing the
lead-in to the introduction of the Beast in Revelation
13:1-8. The similarities between this and Revelation
12:3, 9 show a direct relationship between the Dragon
viewed in heaven and the Beast rising on earth.

Thisrelationship is further confirmed in Revelation
13:4, which showstheBeast on earthrreceivingitspower
from the Dragon. Another commonality isthat both the
Dragon seen in heaven and the Beast on earth have
seven heads and ten horns, yet there are two differ-
ences: Thefirstisinthe number of crowns (seven onthe
Dragon, tenonthe Beast), and asecond isinthelocation
of the crowns (the Dragon’ s are on the heads, while the
Beast's are on the horns. At this point, what that
difference means is unknown.

The Beast in Revelation 13 isafurther illustration of
the fourth beast of Daniel 7 with itsten horns. The ten
horns represent ten kings who will be part of the Beast
and present at Christ’s return. There is no doubt that
thelegsof iron of Daniel 2, the fourth beast of Daniel
7, and the Beast of Revelation 13 and 17 all reveal the
Roman Empire, its revivals, and some of its end-time
configuration.

This awesome combination of powersisforming for
that great day of Christ’s return.

InChristianlove,
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SEARCHING

Part One: The Prom

owadays, everyone from grammar school pupils

to graduate students use “ search criteria’ to locate
information quickly on the Internet. Search criteriaare
those" signposts” asearch engine usestolocatewebsites.
For example, if | wanted a good recipe for my favorite
pie, my “search criteria’ would be the words recipe,
rhubarb; and pie. | input those words, and Google
responded with 22,200 sites—and more recipes than a
thousand pastry chefs could easily whip up (aswell as
a whole lot of other stuff I could not or would not
eat!). Unless one is well-experienced in the use of
search criteria, his “net” can garner far more fish than
he can fry.

That isnot at all how it is with the “search criteria’
God provides students of His Word seeking to learn
the identity of modern-day Israel. For those “who have
eyes to see,” the search criteria He provides will not
yield junk results. Rather, they will pinpoint only one
group of people—the real people of Israel.

Here are the search criteria. Modern-day |sraelites
will be

1. Multitudes of peoples, living in

2. anation and a company of nations—mul-
titudes of nations, whose

3. geographic focus lies to the north and west
of Jerusalem, but whose

4. lands spread to all compass points. Israel’s
people own

5. possessions over rivers, across seas, in the
islands and coastlands. At least some tribes
of Israel will enjoy wide-spread

6. wealth and prosperity and will possess
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7. gates, that is, strategic commercial and mili-
tary positions, in the midst of their enemies.
They are a people who have been

8. ruled without interruption by a monarchy
whose roots lie in the tribe of Judah. That
monarchy will be

9. currently centered in Britain. Finaly, they
are a people whose

10. dominance, politically, militarily, and eco-
nomically, did not begin until about Ap 1802.

Teninall. Ten specific, easy-to-grasp identifiers—or
markers, if youwill—of thewhereabouts of modern-day
Israel. True, we are dealing with over three thousand
yearsfromthetimeof Abraham until today. So, it makes
sensethat not every criterion will be applicableto every
period of history. Some criteriawill have more applica-
tion to Israel of yesterday; some will relate to Israel of
today; some to Israel in the Millennium or beyond.
Many will have application to more than one period.
Nevertheless, all will point straight to |srael!

In this series of twelve articles, we search God’'s
Word and His history for the whereabouts of Israel
today. We begin by locating these ten identifiersin
God’s Word, showing how each one pointsto Israel.
Putting them together, we encounter overwhelming
evidence of the whereabouts of God’ speople|srael—
and of God's forethought, care, and purpose for those
peoples.

We will find more than that. We will find that God’ s
plan, His purpose, is so tightly linked with Israel, so
much part-and-parcel with Israel’s history, that when
we find Israel, we will also find God. In essence, to
search for Israel isto search for God; to find Israel in
history isto find God there too.

Forerunner = March-April 2004



FOR

The Call of Abraham

Listen to Me, you who follow after righteous-
ness, you who seek the Lorp: Look to the rock
from which you were hewn, and to the hole of
the pit from which you were dug. Look to
Abraham your father, and to Sarah who bore
you; for | called him alone, and blessed him and
increased him. (Isaiah 51:1-2)

Thebook of Genesisrecordsanumber of promises God
made to the patriarch Abraham. These promises point
directly to modern-day Israel. They become, therefore,
“search criteria” which will help usidentify Israel today.
Here are the principal promises God issued to Abraham:

Genesis 12:1-3: God appears to Abraham while he
isin Haran, calling him to Canaan:

Get out of your country, from your kindred and
fromyour father’ shouse, to aland that | will show
you. | will makeyou agreat nation; | will blessyou
and make your name great; and you shall be a
blessing. | will blessthosewho blessyou, and | will
curse him who curses you; and in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.

Abram, as his name was at that time, was 75, and he
“departed asthe Lorp had spoken to him” (verse4), not
knowing to what land he was going. The promise at his
callingisvery general. God particularizesitinanumber
of iterations. In these further rehearsals, God embel-
lishesthisfirst promise.

Genesis 12:7 records the first of these embellish-
ments: “To your descendants | will give this land.”
Abraham is in Shechem at this time. The land is the
focus of this and other restatements of the promise.
Because God promisesto giveit to Abraham and his
descendants, the land becomes an inheritance. In
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1ses to the Faithful

Romans 4:13, theapostle Paul interpretsthe giving of
land to be a reference to the entire world. Propheti-
cally, Israel’ sdomain is the whole world.

Genesis 13:14-15 contains another important em-
bellishment: “Lift your eyesnow and ook fromtheplace
where you are—northward, southward, eastward, and
westward; for all theland whichyou seel givetoyouand
your descendents forever.” God commits Himself to
giving Abraham this land forever. The concept of
eternity enters the picture early in God’s relationship
with Abraham.

Genesis 13:16 emphasi zes the concept of fecundity.
“1 will make your descendants as the dust of the earth;
so that if aman could number the dust of the earth, then
your descendants also could be numbered.” God prom-
isesto multiply Abraham greatly.

Genesis 15:18-21 provides a detailed delineation of
the land God gave to Abraham. The territory extends
from the Nile River in Egypt to the Euphrates River in
M esopotamia.

Genesis 17:6: God here repeats His promise of
fruitfulness: “1 will make you exceedingly fruitful;
and | will make nations of you, and kings shall come
from you.” Note the plural forms of the words nation
and king.

Genesis 17:7 is an important iteration of God's
promise in Genesis 12:2-3 that Abraham “shall be a
blessing”: “I will establish My covenant betweenMeand
you and your descendants after you in their generations,
for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and your
descendants after you.”

God promises to establish an eternal covenant not
only with Abraham but al so with hisdescendants. Those
descendents are going to be very precious to God. In
fact, so close to God are those descendents that the
prophet Zechariah refers to them as the apple of God’s
eye (Zechariah 2:8). Historically, God and Israel are
never very far apart.
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In Genesis 17:8, God reiterates His promise to give
land to Abraham’s descendants as an everlasting pos-
session: “| give to you and your descendants after you
the land in which you are a stranger, all the land of
Canaan, as an everlasting possession; and | will be
their God.”

There is an important addition here. The possession
of theland is connected with the covenant mentioned
in verse 7, where God promises to be the God of
Abraham’ sdescendents. Ultimately, those descendents
will possesstheland asapeopleworshipping thetrue
God.

Genesis 22:16-18 records God’s embellishment of
the promise on the occasion of Abraham’ s“ sacrifice” of
his son | saac:

By Myself | have sworn, says the Lorp, because
you have done this thing, and have not withheld
your son, your only son, inblessing | will blessyou,
andinmultiplying | will multiply your descendants
asthe stars of the heaven and as the sand whichis
on the seashore; and your descendants shall pos-
sess the gate of their enemies. In your seed all the
nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you
have obeyed My voice.

God promises to multiply Abraham and to give him
control of strategic military and commercial positions,
“gates,” in his enemies’ territories. As we will see,
this promise speaks of the geopolitical advantage
God later gave Abraham’s descendents. God bases
this promise on Abraham’ s obedience of the command
to sacrifice his son, Isaac, a sacrifice God of course
stopped just before the knife fell. Note, too, that this
promise has the effect of an oath, in that God swears
by Himself.

Sincethisisthelast recorded promiseto Abraham, it
is fitting that God should refer to His first promise,
recorded in Genesis 12:1-3. God reminds Abraham of
His promise that his seed would be a blessing to all
nations. In Galatians 3:16, Paul makesit plainthat this
“Seed” is Christ. Christ, who is in the lineage of
Abraham, blazed a trail by which all peoples could
ultimately develop a relationship with the Father.
Christ’ swork makesit possiblefor God to beour God,
according to the promise of Genesis 17:7-8. Christ is
indeed ablessing to all nations.

The Other Patriarchs

God restates a number of these promisesto Abraham’s
son, Isaac, as well as to his grandson, Jacob. For
example, in Genesis26:3-5, God harkensback to Abraham
when He tells | saac:

Sojourninthisland, and | will bewithyouand bless
you; for to you and your descendants | give all
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these lands, and | will perform the oath which |
swore to Abraham your father. And | will make
your descendants multiply as the stars of heaven;
I will giveto your descendantsall these lands; and
in your seed all the nations of the earth shall be
blessed; because Abraham obeyed My voice and
kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes,
and My laws.

Noticethat God refersto “the oath” (see Genesis22:16-
18) He swore to Isaac’s father.

Genesis 28:13-14 records yet another restatement of
the promises. These are part of God’'s comments to
Jacab at the occasion of his dream of aladder reaching
to heaven. Jacob isin Bethel at thistime.

I am the Lorp God of Abraham your father and the
God of Isaac; theland on which you liel will give
to you and your descendants. Also your descen-
dants shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall
spread abroad to the west and the east, to the north
and the south; and in you and in your seed all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.
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“lI will make you exceedingly
fruitful; and | will make nations
of you, and kings shall
come from you.”

—Genesis 17:6

Notice that these promises are the same ones God
earlier made to Abraham: land; a multitude of descen-
dants spreading east, west, north, and south; and the
“Seed,” Jesus Christ, who would bless all nations. It
isalso extremely important to notethat all theearth’s
families would be blessed “in you and in your seed”
(emphasis added). Those blessings were to come not
only as aresult of Jacob’s posterity, or even as aresult
of Christ’ swork, but of something Jacob himself was
to do.

Finally, Genesis 35:11-12 restates certain promises
God had earlier made to Abraham:

| am God Almighty. Be fruitful and multiply; a
nation and a company of nations shall proceed
from you, and kings shall comefrom your body.
Theland which | gave Abraham and Isaac | give
to you; and to your descendants after you | give
thisland.

God here reiterates His promise to Abraham, as

recorded in Genesis 17:5-6, that he would be afather
of kings. God also tells Jacob that from him would
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descend not only a nation, but also awhole company
of nations.

Hebrews 11:9reportsthat it was* by faith [Abraham]
sojourned in theland of promiseasin aforeign country,
dwellingintentswith | saac and Jacob, theheirswithhim
of the same promise.” These patriarchs of the future
people of Israel received the same promises from God
and lived in the same faith. Of them, and others after
themaswell, Hebrews 11:39 speakseloquently: “ Andall
these, having obtained a good testimony through faith,
did not receive the promise.”

In God’ s promises to the patriarchs are a number of
“search criteria” describing Israel. Israelites will be
eventually organized in one great

* nationaswell asin a
 multitude of other nations. The vast

» masses of Israelites in these nations will enjoy
plenty of

e land and
e prosperity. They will also come to occupy the
e gates of their enemies.

» Kings will descend from the patriarchs. These
peoples will become a

* blessing to all the nations of the planet.

Helpful as these search criteria are, questions still
remain:

» Dothesefactorsdescribe | srael past, present, or
future?

» Has God already fulfilled His promises in the
context of ancient Israel?

* IsHefulfilling them today?
* Istheir fulfillment yet future?

As the comedian said, “Timing is everything!” To
locate Israel today, we need more detailed search
criteria, criteria that have a time-element. As we will
see, God has provided time-specific search criteria.

Next month, we continue our quest for search criteria
pinpointing the whereabouts of modern-day Israel. We
will look at the blessings the patriarchs conferred on
their progeny. These blessings, bestowed infaith, have
the force of prophecy, and therefore become identifiers
of lsrael.

—Charles Whitaker
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REVELATION 3:20

“Behold, | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, | will come into him and dine with him, and he with Me.”

(continued from page 11)

There is nothing He is more in-
tensely focused on than us—His
children. In fact, His focus is so
intensethat Jesus saysthat God even
knows the number of hairs on our
heads (Luke 12:7)! That is minute
and detailed focus and attention.

When it comes to His children—
you and me—absolutely NOTHING es-
capes His attention. To see the truth
of this, notice Job 7:17-18: “What is
man, that Y ou should magnify him,
that You should set Your heart on
him, that Y ou should visit him every
morning, andtest himevery moment?’

God tests us every moment—not
some moments, not most moments,
but every moment. Test can mean
“examine.” God is scrutinizing every
moment of our livesbecause Heisour
Father and takes His responsibility to
love and care for us very seriously.

Therefore, with that intensity of
focus, love, and care, it should come
asno surprisethat God has promised
to supply all our needs (Philippians
4:19). That includes everything we
will need to make it into His King-
dom—to be His children. He has
supplied uswith thetoolswe need to
open the door to build arelationship
with Himself and Christ that will
lead to sonship and eternal life.

Relationship-Building

Tools

of relationship-building
toolsHehassuppliedisprayer, study,
meditation, and fasting. However,
none of these will do us any good
until wemaketheright kind of effort
in those areas. Thesetools arethere,
just lying at our doorstep, but we are
required to make the effort, to open
the door up to these activities.
When we open our Bibles and
study, we are opening the door to the
Word of God—we are opening the
door to Jesus Christ Himself. By the
right amount and kind of prayer,
meditation, and fasting, weare open-
ing thedoor toknowingthe TrueGod
and His Son Jesus Christ.
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Another tool God providesis the
weekly Sabbath service. However, if
wedo not open thedoorsof our minds
and hearts as we attend them, we
have closed the door to God' sinspi-
ration and communication with us.

Before the scattering of the
church, consider how many tens of
thousands of people sat in Sabbath
servicesfor ten, twenty, thirty, forty,
and more years. How many of these
Sabbath-keepersarestill around?The
tools can be there, right at our door-
step, yet westill haveto openthedoor.

Luke 10:16 showsthat oneway to
slamthedoor shut on Christistolook
at themen givingthemessagesrather
than the God who is behind them:
“My followers, whoever listens to
you is listening to me. Anyone who
says ‘NO’ to you is saying ‘No’ to
me. And anyone who says ‘No’ to
me is really saying ‘No’ to the one
who sent me” [Contemporary En-
glish Version (CEV)].

If webelieveinhow minutely God
isinvolvedinour lives, thenitfollows
that what is preached in Sabbath
services has a purpose and is al-
lowed by the Sovereign God. There-
fore, acomplaint that we have about
a speaker or the message is a com-
plaint against God. Despising the
spiritual food God has prepared is
dangerous ground to tread.

This does not mean the speaker
isinfallible, by any means, but the
wrong attitude effectively dimin-
ishes what we can glean from his
message. A safer approach would
be to offer a prayer for help to
understand and see how the food
isfor our good (Psalm 84:11) rather
than to slam the door on the mes-
sage or the messenger. Either we
trust and have faith in God’ s sover-
eignty and Hislove for us, or we do
not. Thereis no safe middle ground
(Deuteronomy 30:19).

Another tool God gives us is
Forerunner. It shows up on our
doorstep, so to speak. If we believe
how minutely God is involved in
our lives, then again it follows that
the information in this magazine is

not accidental.

Notice Forerunner’s subtitle,
Preparing Christians for the King-
dom of God. Are those just some
words on a page, or do they mean
something? If we believe that God
isthoroughly involvedin thelives
of His children and providing for
them, then they mean exactly what
they say.

Matthew 25 begins with the par-
able of the Ten Virgins. Five were
wise, and five were foolish. What
separated the wise from the foolish?
Was it not preparation and readi-
ness? The wise were ready and the
foolish were not. The wise were
Christians who used the tools avail-
able to prepare themselves for the
Kingdom of God.

How do we treat Forerunner?
Do we take lightly what this maga-
zineisall about? When Forerunner
comesin the mail, have we finished
the last one? Or worse, have we not
yet even started the last one?

What would be the most common
excuse for this failure? | have not
had thetime! Not having thetimeto
seek first the Kingdom of God?What
iswrong with that picture?

| have found myself uttering that
excuse about time. Please realize
that, when | have used that excuse,
it was not because | was so busy
praying, studying, fasting, and medi-
tating that | just could not squeeze
in anything else! No, the reason |
do not have time is that | am too
busy with my prioritiesand my pur-
suits rather than God’s. That is a
deadly and stupid attitude—it is
L aodiceanism.

If | believel amindesperate need,
I will do everything | can to seek
first the Kingdom of God—I will
make thetime, no matter what. But
if | believe | have need of nothing
(Revelation 3:17), then | will be
lackadai sical about my relationship-
buildingresponsibilitieswith Christ.
I will be a foolish virgin that is
carelessabout fulfilling therespon-
sibilities requiredto preparefor the
Kingdom of God.
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READY ANSWER

Jesus compares the Kingdom of
God to a treasure hidden in a field
(Matthew 13:44). One has to work
hard to find ahidden treasure, andin
the same way, we have to work hard
to find and understand God’ struths.
God wants to know whether we re-
ally hunger and thirst for Him. Will
wework atitasif our livesdepended
uponit? Inreality, it does!

When it comes to Forerunner, |
do not know which month will con-
tainthenugget of truth that will make
adifferenceinmy life. | do not know
which article will contain that nug-
get. | donot know which paragraph—
perhaps even which word!—will
make a difference.

Gambling With Eternal
Life
every
word of it, every month, to be sure
| do not miss any nugget God has
hidden for me to search out and
find. If | am not diligent, | am
playing Russian roulette with my
eternal life. Russian roulette isthe
game where a player loads abullet
into an empty revolver, spins the
cylinder, putstheguntohishead, and
pulls the trigger. The first man to
blow his brains out loses.
Does a game get any more stupid

“Be Ready Always To Give An Answer” — | Peter 3:15 (KJV)

than leaving one’s life to chance?
Y et, thosewho play Russianroul ette
lose only their physical lives. How
much more incredibly stupidisit to
risk one’ sspiritual—eternal—Ilife?

Proverbs 30:2 givesaperspective
that applies here: “I am far too
stupid to be considered human”
(CEV). A saying from half acentury
ago mirrorsthisverse: “He does not
havethebrains God gavelittlegreen
apples.” “He is dumber than dirt”
issimilar.

Toplay Russianroulettewith eter-
nal lifeis“dumber than dirt.” It just
does not get any lower and more
idiotic than that. How mentally
fogged up and sleepy would aperson
have to be to take that kind of risk?

Our calling is irrevocable (Ro-
mans11:29), anditisGod’ swill that
we succeed (John 6:39-40). And
when a thing is God's will, Isaiah
14:24 says, “ Surely, asl havethought,
soit shall cometo pass, and as| have
purposed, soit shall stand.” God has
given us everything we need to suc-
ceed; we just have to open the door.

Are we opening the door? There
are some easy tests:

« Are we diligently praying,
studying, meditating, fasting,
and not allowing our deceit-
ful and sleepy naturesto ac-

cept excuses for failure?

* Are we opening our minds
and hearts during services
by being alert and eager?

* When Forerunner comesin
themail, havewecompletely
read the last one?

* Are we wise or foolish vir-
gins?Havewebeenlulledto
sleep and see no need for
urgency (I Peter 3:4)?

God knows the true answers to
each one of these questions. Do we?

Theserelationship-building tools
are our Christian responsibilities.
They arethedaily, littlethingsgiven
to us that, in a large measure, tell
Godthereal intentionsof our hearts.
Failure to handle these “trifles”
proves us as unfaithful servants
(Luke16:10-13).

Onewho gives careless attention
tohisresponsibilitiesisal aodicean.
We need to open our doorsto Christ
as never before because, as Romans
13:11 says, “And do this, knowing
the time, that now it is high time to
awake out of sleep, for now our
salvation is nearer than when we
first believed.”

—Pat Higgins

(continued from page 13)

NoticethequestionsJesus’ disciplesask tosolicit
from Him what has come to be known as the Olivet
Prophecy: “Tell us, when will these things be? And
what will bethesign of Y our coming, and of theend
of theage?’ (Matthew 24:3). In Jesus' response, He
concentrates almost entirely on the second ques-
tion—the signs of His coming and of the end—and
the question of when is answered mostly in their
aggregate. The closest He comes to answering
when appearsin verse 14: The end will come when
the gospel has been preached in all the world as a
witnessto all the nations. Only He knowswhen this
goal will be reached.

Nevertheless, the Olivet Prophecy consists of a
series of signs of the end. As we read earlier, the
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book of Revelation identifies itself as a disclosure
from Jesus Christ of “thingswhich must shortly take
place.” It is plain that Revelation is a book con-
cerned with the events of the end time that cre-
scendo at Christ’s return and culminate in the new
heavens and new earth, and Jesus' prophecy in
Matthew 24 covers the same ground, concluding
with thesecond coming. Wewould bederelict not to
compare the two.

Beforeleaving Matthew 24 for thetimebeing, we
should note verse 8 as vital to understanding the
timing and duration of the Four Horsemen: “All
these are the beginning of sorrows.” This short
sentence separates Jesus' commentary on the Four
Horsemen, which are thefirst four seals of Revela-

HO1LVM AD3IHAdOHAd

N
[



PROPHECY WATCH

N
N

tion 6, and His comments on the fifth seal, the
tribulation and martyrdom of the saints (Matthew
24:9-10). Theimplicationisthat the Four Horsemen
will ride roughshod on the earth to commence the
time of “sorrows,” and it may also indicate alength
of timebetween thefulfillment of thefourth seal and
the opening of the fifth. The first four seals, then,
might be broken in quick succession and allowed to
inflict mayhem for along period beforethefifth seal
is opened.

And Jesus’ choice of words in verses 4-7 sug-
gests that the Horsemen were | et loose long ago!

Horses in SScripture

The Four Horsemen possess one obvious common
factor: Each one rides a horse. Horses appear
frequently in Scripture, more than 150 times across
both Testaments. Most often, they appear in the
context of battle, although a small number of pas-
sages emphasize their aggressiveness (Jeremiah
5:8; 8:6; Ezekiel 23:20) or stubbornness (see Psalm
32:9; Proverbs 26:3). However, the imagery of
horsesisoverwhelmingly inclined to represent mar-
tial strength (Deuteronomy 17:16; 11 Chronicles
9:25; Psalm 20:7; Proverbs 21:31; |saiah 30:16).
Probably themost completebiblical expositionon
horses appears in Job 39:19-25. God says to Job:

Have you given the horse strength? Have you
clothed his neck with thunder [or, a mane]?
Can you frighten him [or, make him spring]
like a locust? His majestic snorting strikes
terror. Hepawsinthevalley, andrejoicesin his
strength; he gallops into the clash of arms. He
mocks at fear, and is not frightened; nor
does he turn back from the sword. The
quiver rattlesagainst him, theglittering spear
and javelin. He devours the distance with
fierceness and rage; nor does he stand firm
because the trumpet has sounded. At the blast
of the trumpet he says, “Ahal” He smells the
battle from afar, the thunder of captains and
shouting.

The pictureisof an animal eager and well-suited
for war and carnage. Elsewhere, the Bible shows
horses to be speedy (Jeremiah 12:5; Joel 2:4) and
fierce when they charge in battle (Habakkuk 1:8),
causing panic and fright (Jeremiah 8:16). They are
also strong (Psalm 147:10), many timesthe strength
of aman, and formidable, especially in the gear of
war.

Thisisthe exact impression theimage of the Four
Horsemen is designed to elicit. They represent an
oncoming, relentless, unstoppable, and terrifying
enemy bent on destruction and death. They are
embodiments of some of humanity’ s greatest fears.

And, as Jesus says, they are just the beginning of
woeful onslaught mankind must endure before the
end of the age!

Symbols of Judgment

Taken as awhole, the Four Horsemen are dreadful
judgmentsupon mankindfor sin. Aswewill see, they
descend upon humanity at the direct command of
Christ the Judge, and He gives them free rein to do
their worst upon theearth’ sinhabitants—tokill upto
aquarter of theplanet’ spopulation (Revelation 6:8).
Intoday’ sterms, that comes to about a billion-and-
a-half people!

Since Romans 6:23 clearly declares that “the
wages of sinisdeath,” theincessant commission of
sins upon the earth makes its inhabitants ripe for
judgment (for more examples of this metaphor, see
Jeremiah 6:9; Amos8:1-3; Joel 3:12-13; Revelation
14:17-20). Because* all havesinned and fall short of
the glory of God,” (Romans 3:23), God is certainly
justifiedin sending Hisjudgmentsat anytime, against
anyone, andto any degree of severity. Paul writesin
the previous chapter:

But in accordance with your hardness and your
impenitent heart you are treasuring up for your-
self wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of
therighteous judgment of God, who “will ren-
der to each one according to hisdeeds’; . . . to
those who are self-seeking and do not obey the
truth, but obey unrighteousness—indignationand
wrath, tribulation and anguish, on every soul of
man who does evil. . . . (Romans 2:5-6, 8-9)

The apostle asks, “Is God unjust who inflicts
wrath? (I speak as a man.) Certainly not! For then
how will Godjudgetheworld?... Their condemnation
isjust” (Romans3:5-6, 8). AsPsalm 96:13 prophesies,
“For He is coming, for He is coming to judge the
earth. He shall judge the world with righteousness,
and the peopleswith Histruth” (see Psalm 9:8; 98:9;
Acts 17:31). Though the Four Horsemen cause ter-
rible devastation and loss of life, their deeds are, in
effect, humanity’s just desserts (Revelation 16:5-7).
Had men not cut themselves off from God through
sin, these measures would not have been necessary.

Yet, underlying God’s severe and just punish-
ments are His goodness and mercy. Those hewn
down by the Four Horsemenwill havean opportunity
for salvation in the resurrection from the dead
(Revelation 20:12-13; see Isaiah 65:20-25), atime
far more congenial to accepting and embracing
God’'s way of life than is available in this world.
Perhaps the lessons learned in this life of sorrows
will prove beneficial to them in the world to come.

[To BE CONTINUED]
—Richard T. Ritenbaugh
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by David C. Grabbe and Charles Whitaker

http://www.worldwatchdaily.org

The Vatican's Islam Dilemma

he Catholic Church can no longer

ignore the growing influence and
cultural disturbance of Islam, the
fastest growing religion in the
world, particularly in areas where
Catholicism has traditionally been
the dominant religious factor—
such as Europe and the United
States. In Britain, for example,
930,000 Muslims attend a place
of worship at least weekly. While
this does not yet compare with the
1.5 million Catholic churchgoers,
it has already outstripped Angli-
can attendance of 916,000. In tradi-
tionally Catholic France, current
birthrates indicate that in 25 years
France may have a Muslim major-
ity. Even now, many demogra-
phers estimate that as much as
20-30% of the population under
25 is Muslim. As Muslim culture
begins to push more forcefully into
many historically Catholic cul-
tures, the Vatican feels constrained
to respond.

The Vatican is not in a position
to take this entity head-on, nor
does it seem likely to try. Rather,
the Roman Catholic Church has
historically utilized syncretistic as-
similation of potential threats in-
stead of blatant annihilation.
Though Islam and Roman Ca-
tholicism are not going to meld
into one religion anytime soon,
quite a few highly visible over-
tures by the Catholic Church indi-
cate an increasingly aggressive
“ecumenism”:

EUROPEAN

we Siemon-Netto, religious

editor for United Press Interna-
tional, believes that “the Old World
may be slowly shifting away from its
doctrinaire secularism.” Writing in
The National Interest, Siemon-
Netto sees a number of “signs—
faint and uncertain though they may
now be—of a revival” of Christianity
in Europe, most of which has long
been thought of as “the great plain
of irreligion.” He points to the “aston-
ishingly lively debate” over the issue
of including the words “God” and
“Christianity” in the European Union’s
constitution—a debate which ulti-
mately failed to achieve its goal, but
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» In late December 2003, Cardinal
Jean-Louis Tauran, the recently
retired Vatican foreign minister,
criticized Muslim countries for
treating Christians as “second-
classcitizens.” He told the French
Catholic daily La Croix that Chris-
tianity and Islam faced “an enor-
mous task” of learning to live
together in mutual tolerance.

» According to the ZENIT News
Agency, the rector of the shrine of
Fatima in Portugal, Monsignor
Luciano Gomes Paulo Guerra,
contends that the Fatima appari-
tions were exhortations to ecu-
menical dialogue. He claims that
the apparition of Mary knew that
her choice of the site in Portugal
would one day be understood
as a deliberate association with
the daughter of the Islamic
prophet Mohammed—whose
name was Fatima.

« John J. Schmitt, associate pro-
fessor of theology at Marquette
University, writes in the National
Catholic Reporter that reconcili-
ation between the Catholic
Church and Jews began with
the Second Vatican Council, but
up to this point, “there is no
major text that asserts the es-
sential ties among Judaism,
Christianity and Islam.” He
highlights the fact that even the
current Catechism of the Catho-
lic Church seems to rank Islam

RELIGIOUS

which nevertheless demonstrated
that there is yet a religious zeal. On
November 13, 2003, an “impressive
group of 22 European leaders,” past
and present, criticized the “narrowly
‘secularist’ vision of European so-
cieties” as “a danger both for the
country’s democratic life and cohe-
sion, and for the full development of
the European project.”

However, this frontal—and, it
turned out, potent—assault on
French and German secularism is
not the only evidence of revivalism.
Siemon-Netto also cites the “huge
interest in new Bible translations”;
the popularity of “adult catechism

lower than Judaism as an
“Abrahamic faith.” Currently,
Catholic-Jewish relations are
handled by the Council for Pro-
moting Christian Unity, while
Catholic-Muslim relations are
dealt with through the Council for
Interreligious Dialogue.

« In mid-January, the Vatican
hosted an interfaith “Concert of
Reconciliation” to “promote the
commitment for a peaceful coex-
istence among all the children of
Abraham.” The presentation was
centered on composer John
Harbison’s choral Abraham, and
was attended by about 7,000
people, including Israel’s two
chief rabbis, Rome’s Imam, and
the secretary general of the World
Islamic Call Society.

« John Paul Il has been the first
Pope to visit a synagogue and to
step into a mosque. He is a
staunch defender of the notion
that the three “Abrahamic faiths”
worship the same God, albeit
through different “revelations.”

These recent events highlightthe
curious dance in which Islam and
Catholicism are involved. It is too
soon to tell where this will end, but
it is noteworthy that the Roman
Catholic Church has survived for
nearly two millennia by changing its
shape while still holding to the creed
of being the universal church.

REVIVAL?

classes in France”; the growth of
evangelicalism in France, where
“every ninth day a new evangelical
congregation is born”; the “mas-
sive” number of lay people taking
courses in the prestigious Institut
Catholique seminary in Paris; the
shift of many Protestant seminar-
ians from “political causes back to
orthodox theology”; and the increas-
ing large number of lay people “tak-
ing over pastoral functions in the
absence of a sufficient number of
priests.” Very slowly, an environ-
ment conducive to the appearance
of the False Prophet may be form-
ing in Europe.

Watch therefore, for you know neither the day northe hourwhen the Sonof Man is coming. (Matthew 25:13)



BIBLE STUuDY:

THE PARABLES OoF LUKE 15
(PART ONE)

Jesus' discourse in Luke 15 breaks down into three
distinct illustrations: The Lost Sheep (verses 4-7), The
Lost Coin (verses 8-10), and The Lost Son (verses 11-
32). The whole chapter is essentially one distinct parable
with three illustrations. One illustration flows without
interruption into the next; one thought transitions into
another to make one parable. We know this because L uke
uses the singular “this parable” when he introduces the
threeillustrationsin verse 3.

Jesus' intention isto reveal that, asthe Son of Man, He
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1. What is the reason Jesus spoke this parable of the lost
possessions? Psalm 119:176; Ezekiel 34:11, 16.
ComMENT: This parable results from a statement made by
the scribes and Pharisees, “ This man receives sinners and
eats with them” (Luke 15:2). Asthe end of Jesus’ public
ministry neared, the downtrodden, thedespised, thelowly,
and the sinful were drawn to Him. They were sincere in
their desire to be raised out of their poor condition and
genuine in their desire to follow Him, and He publicly
identified Himself with them. Unlike the Pharisees, these
sinners knew they were sinners and needed to be saved.
By this parable, the Pharisees stood condemned, and so
they found fault with the godly work Jesus Christ was
doing. Their criticism implied that Christ allowed these
sinners in His presence because He was like them in
character. They never understood that He allowed themin
His presence to save them from their sins, as Ezekiel had
prophesied.
2. How doestheillustration of thelost sheepinLuke 15:1-
7 differ from a similar one in Matthew 18:12-147?
ComMENT: In Matthew, Jesus describes God's care over
theleast andlittleones. InLuke, Hemagnifiesdivinegrace
to the lost, showing that God desires their recovery and
salvation. The Bible contains many prophetic references
to the Onewho would bethe | deal Shepherd (Psalm 23:1),
the Perfect Shepherd (Ezekiel 34:11-16), and a Savior
who would see the multitudes as sheep having no shep-
herd or, even worse, a worthless shepherd (Zechariah
11:16-17). Christ claims for Himself the title of the Good
Shepherd (John 10:11, 14). In Luke's illustration, Jesus
seeks the lost sheep, sinners who desire to change be-
cause the Good Shepherd gives His life for those who
repent. Hedesiresto save them, givethem HisHoly Spirit,
and help them through a life of overcoming that endsin
eternal life.
3. Who does the one lost sheep represent? Luke 15:1, 4;
Ezekiel 14:11.
ComMENT: Thelost sheep knew that, without the instruc-
tion and the care of the shepherd, it was lost. Neverthe-

came into the world to seek and save the lost. The three
illustrations, when combined, present us with a far more
complete picture of the redemptive work of Jesus Christ
than would only one. Concern over athing lost and the
joy at recovering it is the fundamental issue of each
illustration. The sheep, the money, and the son—all |ost—
were all worth saving. It was a serious matter to lose a
sheep, worse to lose money, and worst of all to lose ason.
Part One of this three-part study will analyze what is
commonly known as the Parable of the Lost Sheep.
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less, because of curiosity, it strayed, wandering away
from the shepherd (James 1:14). The lost sheep repre-
sents the foolish and thoughtless wanderer from God to
whomHesays, “Donot listento anything that will lead you
away from Me and My truth.” The caution in Proverbs
19:27—" Cease listening to instruction, my son, and you
will stray from the words of knowledge”—is not just for
children but for the well-educated adult who instead
listens to the ungodly teachings of those who feign
knowledge (11 Timothy 4:3-4). How often have Christians
allowed themselves to be enticed away by their own
intellectual vanity? God corrects this type of person’s
straying by allowing the curse of hissinsto fall upon him.
4. Why istheremorejoy over the repenting sinner than the
loyal and faithful righteous? Luke 15:5-7.

ComMENT: Just people need no repentance because they
need no change of mind and purpose. Some people were
reared in agodly and righteousfamily environment. Their
parents obeyed and worshipped according to God’ s laws,
statutes, and ordinances, and taught their children to do
likewise. The Gentile Cornelius was one such man (Acts
10:1-2). Of course, no human being is completely just
(Ecclesiastes 7:20), but he may be righteous in compari-
son to those who flagrantly sin, such as those succinctly
described in Luke 15:1. A just person cannot repent of the
idolatries of a pagan, which he has not practiced, nor of
thelarceniesof atax collector, of which he hasnever been
guilty. When comparing just peopleto flagrant sinners, we
immediately see what Jesus means. These needed no
repentance in comparison to the others, not being guilty of
such gross sins.

Thereismoreimmediatejoy over asinner who repents
and follows Christ than over those who are already
repentant and saf ely within God’ sflock. Thelatter already
have greater and moreintimate happiness—eternal joy!—
within the Family of God. Faithful members should be
elated by the fact that their Shepherd loves and cares for
them so intimately. And for the one who strayed, upon
genuine repentance, there is hope of salvation.




