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the UHRTIRQS of

or thousands of years, men have recognized to
some extent that they are cut off from God.
Perhaps some have not understood why, but Isaiah
59:1-2 makes the reason clear: “Behold, the Lorp’ s hand
isnot shortened, that it cannot save; nor Hisear heavy, that
it cannot hear. But your iniquitieshave separated you from
your God; and your sins have hidden Hisface from you so
that He will not hear.” Sin separates usfrom God, and sin
must somehow beovercomeif accessto Himisto bemade
available.
In Ephesians 2:11-13, the apostle Paul makes abun-
dantly clear how overcoming sin’s deadly grip is accom-
plished:

Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the
flesh—whoarecalled Uncircumcisionby whatiscalled
the Circumcision made in the flesh by hands—that at
that timeyouwerewithout Christ, being aliensfromthe
commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the cov-
enants of promise, having no hope and without God in
the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were
far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

The blood of Jesus Christ secures forgiveness and

Leviticus4 providesinstructionsconcerning thesin offer-
ing and Leviticus5, for thetrespass offering. Arethey not
the same? Are not sinsand trespassesthe samething? Can
we see a difference between them? God does, thus there
are two different offerings covering them.

Humanly, we are quite limited in making judgments
because we can see clearly only what is happening on the
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redemption for us when we believe and bring forth fruit
fitting repentance because His sacrifice is of sufficient
valueto cover the sins of thewholeworld. | John 2:2 says,
“AndHeHimself isthepropitiationfor our sins, and not for
ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.”

Throughout this series of articles, we have seen two
clear distinctions between the sweet-savor offerings and
the sin and trespass offerings. The burnt, meal, and peace
offerings were a sweet savor because no sin was repre-
sented in them. God enjoyed them because of the devotion
of the offerer they represented. The sin and trespass
offerings, though requiring unblemished animals to be
offered, representing the sinless Christ, were nonethel ess
laden with unforgiven sin. Jesus was laden with sin once
He took our sins upon Himself, and the law claimed His
life. God never views sin as pleasurable; they were not a
sweet savor.

A second distinction isthat the sin and trespass offerings
were burnt outside the camp. This act emphasized God's
disgust and aversion to sin and at the same time signaled
the separation sin produces. The sinner, separated from
God, could have no accessto Him until he repented, and he
was likewise separated from the community until cleansed
of his trespass.

surface of another’s conduct; we have but a small degree
of insight into another person’s heart. Conversely, God
says He looks upon the heart in His judgments of men (|
Samuel 16:7). Thefruit of our shallow perceptionisthat we
are forced to judge what a person does rather than what
heis. Wearewilling to confessthat wemight do evil things
but reluctant to admit that the heart, the fountain of what



PERSONAL >»

wedo, might beinherently evil! Jeremiah 17:9 plainly says,
“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked; who can know it?’

How can sin in the heart be covered unless thereis an
offering for what is in it? The distinction between the
offerings of Leviticus 4 and 5 is this: The sin offering of
Leviticus 4 covers our evil nature, the heart’s sin. The
trespass offering of Leviticus5 atonesfor thefruits of that
evil nature, the acts that are actually performed.

Notice how God reveals the sin offerings purpose: “1f
theanointed priest sins, bringing guilt onthepeople, thenlet
him offer to the Lorp for his sin which he has sinned a
young bull without blemish as a sin offering” (Leviticus
4:3). Noticethat, though God mentionsthe priest, henames
no specific sin. It is generalized, as if it could be any
number of specific sins.

Verse:13issimilar: “Now if the whole congregation
of Israel sins unintentionally, and the thing is hidden
from the eyes of the assembly, and they have done
something against any of the commandments of the L orp
in anything which should not be done, and are guilty. . ..”
Again, sin is dealt with broadly; no particular sin is
named. The same principle holds true in verse 22, where
a ruler is named but no specific sin, and in verse 27,
where the common people are identified but no particular
act of sin.

By contrast, the instructions for the trespass offering
reveal the opposite approach: Specific sins appear but the
offender is generalized. Leviticus 5:1 provides a clear
example: “If a person sins in hearing the utterance of an
oath, andisawitness, whether he has seen or known of the
matter—if he does not tell it, he bears guilt.” This pattern
continues: “Or if a person touches any unclean thing”
(verse 2); “Or if he touches human uncleanness’ (verse
3); “Orif aperson swears, speaking thoughtlessly with his
lip to do evil or to do good” (verse 4). Verse 5 concludes
the opening thought: “And it shall be, when heisguilty in
any of these matters, that he shall confess that he has
sinned in that thing.”

These contrasting approaches show that thesin offering

No matter how thoroughly wewere counsel ed for baptism
or how vividly weweretoldthat Christianlifemight prove
difficult, very few aredissuaded from being baptized. This
is, of course, good. However, most of us are also full of
misplaced confidence. Though none of usis ever sure of
what we will have to experience to be prepared for what
God hasin store for usin His Kingdom, we are sure God
will betherefor usinour timesof trial. Hewill indeed, but will
we be ready to face our discouragement over what we come
to seein ourselves?

Aswe become educated in God’' sway, aswe grow and
become more discerning, sin becomes more apparent

4

coversthe sins of the evil heart, and the trespass offering
atones for sins of evil behavior.

In three places in Matthew, Jesus distinguishes sin as
coming in two parts for those who have made the New
Covenant with Him:

Matthew 12:34: “Brood of vipers! How can you,
being evil, speak good things? For out of the abun-
dance of the heart the mouth speaks.” The tongue
only utters what is already in the heart.

Matthew 15:17-20: “Do you not yet understand
that whatever enters the mouth goes into the stom-
ach and is eliminated? But those things which pro-
ceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and they
defile a man. For out of the heart proceed evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts,
false witness, blasphemies. These are the things
which defile aman, but to eat with unwashed hands
does not defileaman.” Acts of sin besideswhat the
tongue commits proceed from the same evil heart.

Matthew 7:16-18: “You will know them by their
fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or
figs from thistles? Even so, every good tree bears
good fruit, but abad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree
cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good
fruit.” These verses confirm the impossibility of
changing an evil heart, asit can never produce good
fruit. God must completely replace it with awholly
different nature for it to produce good fruit! Before
being changed, it can produce only evil fruit.

This teaching is paramount in helping us appreciate
God's grace. God has covered sin, its penalty, and its
expiationfrom every possibleangleto ensurewewill bein
His Kingdom. He covers not only the sinswe commit, but
also what causes them to occur—human nature. This has
far-reaching and meaningful ramificationsthat shouldlead
usto ever-increasing gratitude for His vision and mercy.

everywhere we look. The discouraging aspect is that the
sin is not necessarily in others but that we see it in
ourselves. We may even reach alevel of outright despair
because, everywhere we turn, every angle we view our-
selves from, we see“little” deceits. We become aware of
envy rising, jealousy, anger, and sometimeseven rage and
hatred. We attempt to bottle them up to keep them from
breaking out.

Y et, they always seem to be just below the surface,
ready toleap out in afoolish act. Sinislike acancer, most
of thetimeinvisiblebut silently working to destroy us. Sin
desiresto return usto our former state. We may have even
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imagined that, when we began to grow inthegrace and the
knowledge of Jesus Christ, lifewould become continually
easier—wewould grow in holiness, and lifewoul d become
an unending pleasure. Too frequently, it seemstowork in
the opposite direction.

Thiscourse, however, isgood. First, the older and more
mature we become in the faith, the more of the filthy
corruption of sin we can discern. Our discouragement can
turn to thankful encouragement because, even though we
perceive the filthy corruption in ourselves, our ability to
discernit moreclearly isevidence of growth. Second, itis
encouraging to understand that for usto overcomesin and
grow, we must first be aware of the corruption.

Third, it is wonderful to understand that our merciful
God has covered even all this accumulated sin that we
have been completely unaware of . Christ’ s blood is suffi-
cient to cover the sinsof thewholeworld! That we can see
more of the evil aspects of human nature should help us
also discern of the implications of Christ's sacrifice.
Fourth, these things should motivate usto cry out to God,
“Your Kingdom Come! Y our will be done!” and help us
yearn for thetime we will befree of the pullsof theflesh.

The removal of ignorance is a wonderfully rewarding
gift. Even so, despair sometimes comeseasily becausewe
have allowed ourselves to be deceived into trusting our

We saw earlier that the human heart cannot be completely
changed. Supporting thisiswhat God declaresin Ezekiel
36:26, “1 will give you a new heart and put a new spirit
withinyou; | will take the heart of stone out of your flesh
and give you a heart of flesh.” The meal offering adds
support to this as well. The instructions show that, once
leaven was put into it, it was not allowed to be burned on
thealtar (Leviticus2:11; 6:17).

Leavenisasymbol of sin. Regardless of how much oil, a
symbol of God’ sHoly Spirit, was poured on the offering, no
leavened offering wasallowed to beburned onthealtar. This
teaches us that no amount of God’s Holy Spirit can repair
human nature. God's Spirit will enable us to keep it
suppressed, but it will not changeit. Thus, we also under-
stand that aslong as we are in the flesh, human nature will
bewithus. Wemust deal withit; itisafact of our spiritual life.

Theapostle Paul vividly illustratesthisfor usin Roman
7:14-25:

For weknow that thelaw isspiritual, but | am carnal,
sold under sin. For what | am doing, | do not under-
stand. For what | will to do, that | do not practice; but
what | hate, that | do. If, then, | do what | will not to
do, | agreewith thelaw that it isgood. But now, itis
nolonger | who doit, but sin that dwellsin me. For |
know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good
dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to
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ownworksto keep usin good standing with God. If wefail

to conduct ourselves according to our own standards, itis

not difficult to become guilt-ridden and full of despair.
WeshouldstriveasPaul describesin| Corinthian 9:24-27:

Doyou not know that thosewhoruninaraceall run, but
onereceivesthe prize? Runin such away that you may
obtain it. And everyone who competes for the prizeis
temperate in al things. Now they do it to obtain a
perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown.
Thereforel runthus: not with uncertainty. Thusl fight:
not as one who beatsthe air. But | discipline my body
and bring it into subjection, lest when | have preached
to others, | myself should become disqualified.

We must not merely “shadow box” as he describes but
fight with our whole heart to please God and glorify Him
with a proper witness before men.

However, our works do not admit us into the Father’s
presence and keep communication flowing. JesusChrist’s
sacrifice does; the sin and trespass offerings precede us.
If we could getinto Hispresence by our works, whowould
need Christ? We would be sufficient to redeem and save
ourselves. We need to thank God humbly for His gracious
providence that enables us all along the way.

performwhat isgood | do not find. For the good that
| will todo, | donot do; but theevil | will nottodo, that
| practice. Now if | do what | will not to do, itisno
longer | whodoit, but sinthat dwellsinme. | find then
alaw, that evil is present with me, the one who wills
to do good. For | delight inthelaw of God according to
theinward man. But | see another law in my members,
warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me
into captivity to the law of sin which isin my mem-
bers. O wretched man that | am! Who will deliver me
fromthisbody of death?| thank God—through Jesus
Christ our Lord! Sothen, withthemind | myself serve
the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin.

Paul is not confessing that he continually practiced sin
in his daily life, but that the threat of practicing it was
always with him. He always had to be on guard against it
to keep it from breaking out. And, at times, it did indeed
break out, reminding him not only of itspresence, but al'soits
strength. There is no doubt Paul was a mature Christian.
Therefore, thisservesasareminder to usthat, no matter how
spiritually maturewebecome, human naturewill still always
be with us.

Paul died spiritually and was buried in the waters of
baptism. Therefore, baptism and the receipt of a new
nature by which we are to conduct life do not take human
nature away. We, like him, sincerely desireto do theright
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thing. Webelieve God’ sWord. Welove God and aspireto
glorify Him. Nevertheless, because human nature is al-
ways present, we do not always follow through. Instead,
human nature overpowers us; we are taken captive, as it
were, andreverttofollowingitsdrivesinstead. Thiscan be
very disturbing, piling guilt upon usand making usfearful
of separation from God.

Thus, because we are similar to Paul, and despite the
wretchedness we may feel, we have assurance, knowing
wewill be delivered from this peculiar situation, one that
issomewhat akin to having adual personality. Our deliv-
erance is through Jesus Christ; there indeed is an end.
However, unlike many Protestant groups that proclaim
that we do not have to keep the law because all is done
for us, we know that we must strive to walk even as
Christ walked—and He never sinned. | John 2:3-6 em-
phatically states:

Isit possiblethat some might be excused from the sacrifices
required or that some may have escaped the infections of
human nature? Again, God’s teaching in the instructions
for thetrespassofferingtellsus, “No.” Within Leviticus4,
the high priest, the whole congregation, the ruler, and the
common people are all directly mentioned. Human nature
is everywhere; it infects every stratum of society. From
topto bottom or bottomtotop, regardless of one’ sperspec-
tive, sin is everywhere. Nobody escapes from it.

Whether one sins individually or in a group by going
alongwithacrowd, onestill incursguilt. Thedegreeof guilt
and the effects may vary, but sin is still present. The
sacrifice’' s directives make an instructive distinction be-
tween the offerings made for the sin of the high priest and
the sin of the whole congregation in contrast to what
was requiredfor thesin of aruler or commoner. Leviticus
4:5-7 states:

Then the anointed priest shall take some of thebull’ s
blood and bring it to the tabernacle of meeting. The
priest shall dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle
some of theblood seventimesbeforetheL orp, infront
of the veil of the sanctuary. And the priest shall put
some of the blood on the horns of the atar of sweet
incense before the Lorp, which isin the tabernacle of
meeting; and he shall pour the remaining blood of the
bull at the base of the altar of the burnt offering,
which is at the door of the tabernacle of meeting.

Verses 16-18 give the same instructions for sin of the
entire congregation.

The sacrifice was killed outside the Tabernacle. After
its blood was poured into a basin, the high priest took it
inside the Tabernacle and smeared asmall amount on the

Now by thiswe know that we know Him, if we keep
His commandments. He who says, “I know Him,”
and does not keep His commandments, isaliar, and
thetruthisnot in him. But whoever keeps Hisword,
truly the love of God is perfected in him. By thiswe
know that we are in Him. He who says he abidesin
Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.

Thoughweare under no condemnation, westill must do
our utmost toyieldtothe Spirit of God to our utmost abilities.
Weareto “go onto perfection” (Hebrews6:1), endeavoring
to grow “to the measure of the stature of the fullness of
Christ” (Ephesians4:13). Paul says, “1 presstoward the goal
for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus’
(Philippians3:14). Despitethedifficultiesinvolved, any fail-
uresthat occur, and any feelingsof guilt that arise, wearestil
required to strive to keep God' s laws as Jesus did.

horns of the incense altar. This altar stood at the back of
the first room, called the Holy Place, against the veil that
separated the Holy Place from the second room, the Holy
of Holies. The Holy of Holies represented God’ s throne
room.

Now noticeL eviticus4:25 regarding the sacrifice of the
sin offering for aruler: “ The priest shall take some of the
blood of the sin offering with his finger, put it on the
horns of the altar of burnt offering, and pour its blood
at the base of the altar of burnt offering.” Verse 30
repeats this command in regard to the sin offering of the
common people.

Comparing thetwo offeringsrevealsaclear distinction
between them. Each offering indicates the relative seri-
ousness of the sins that motivated the offering. What the
high priest does affects everybody in the nation. When he
sins, communicationwith Godiscompletely shut off. There-
fore, the incense altar is part of the ceremony, as it
representscommunication with God through prayer. Thus,
the blood of the offering must ceremonially cleanse the
incense atar. The same principle is true when the whole
nation sins. Because everybody issinning, and sin separates
one from God, the blood of the sin offering must heal the
breech in the same manner as when the high priest sinned.

When aprivateindividual sinned, whether civil leader
or commoner, his sin affected only himself and those
immediately involved. Thus, they werefreeto carry out
their services to God in other areas. The high priest,
though he too was an individual, was more critical to
God’ smeans of communicating with His people. When
he sinned, the consequences were far more serious.

Under the ceremonial system, the brazen altar represents
earth and the incense altar, heaven. The blood represents
the means to accomplish the reunion of God and man.
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Leviticus5:15-16 addsstill another devel opment to under-
standing the offerings:

If aperson commitsatrespass, and sinsunintentionally
in regard to the holy things of the Lorb, then he shall
bring to the Lorb as histrespass offering aram without
blemish fromtheflocks, with your valuationin shekels
of silver according to the shekel of the sanctuary, asa
trespass offering. And he shall make restitution for
the harm that he has donein regard to the holy thing,
and shall add one-fifthtoit and giveit to the priest. So
the priest shall make atonement for him with theram
of the trespass offering, and it shall be forgiven him.

Whenever a sin caused |oss to the one sinned against,
restitution had to be made to him for hisloss according to
avaluation madeby thepriest. Anadditional one-fifthwas
added to the eval uation to compensate the plaintiff for any
costsinvolvedinrecovering hisloss. Thisprocesscontains
avaluable spiritual lesson.

Suppose a person stole something from another worth
ahundred dollars. He would then appear before the priest
with his offering (a ram without blemish), as well as a
hundred dollars. However, an additional twenty more
dollarswould gotothevictimto cover any mental anguish
or attorney’s or private detective's fees. This is what
would have happened physically. However, we should
consider thisspiritually becausethisprinciplehasapplica-
tion to ustoday. We are similarly under His government.

When we break His law, we are indebted to Him. The
penalty of breaking Hislaw isdeath. |f we pay the penalty,
we die, ending our indebtedness, but it also ends our
potential, stops our growth, and perhaps—God forbid—
keepsusfrom entering God’ sKingdom. That would bethe
total end of everything! However, upon repentance, God
permits us to claim the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of our sin. He allows the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ to substitute for us.

However, indoing so, He now has a claim on us He did
not have before we made use of Christ’s sacrifice (sym-
bolically, theunblemished ram). Before, Hehadaclaimonly
on our obedience, but now He also has a claim on our life
because He has spared us the death penalty. God not only
forgivesour sin, but He also clears us of guilt and then gives
us the wherewithal to keep His law in the future. God adds
grace, that is, gifts, asthisisgenerally what “grace” means.

In Romans 5:20, Paul puts it thisway: “Moreover the
law entered that the offense might abound. But where sin
abounded, grace abounded much more.” When God for-
givesour sinsat the beginning of our conversion, He does
not simply wipesinsaway. Heal soinvitesusinto commun-
ion with Him, gives us His Spirit to enable obedience,
promisesto provideall our needs, and addseverlastinglife
ontop of all this! In other words, God sets the exampl e of
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going above and beyond what is merely required of Him.

God expects us to follow His example in our relation-
ships with each other. The twenty percent payment over
and above what was literally owed represents the way we
are to act toward men in general. In answer to the
disciples' request to increase their faith, Jesus clearly
instructsthem to go above and beyond what wasrequired:

And the apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our
faith.” ... [Jesusanswered,] “ Does[amaster] thank
[his] servant because he did the things that were
commanded him? | think not. So likewiseyou, when
you have done all those things which you are com-
manded, say, ‘We are unprofitable servants. We
havedonewhat wasour duty todo.”” (Luke17:5, 9-10)

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus begins His ministry
espousingthisvery principle:

Y ou have heard that it was said, “An eye for an eye
and atooth for atooth.” But | tell you not to resist an
evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right
cheek, turn the other to him also. And if any man
wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him
have your cloak also. And whoever compels you to
go one mile, go with him two. Give to him who asks
you, and from him who wantsto borrow from you do
not turn away. (Matthew 5:38-42)

Hecrownshisteachingonthisprincipleinverses43-44:
“You have heard that it was said, ‘'Y ou shall love your
neighbor and hateyour enemy.’ But | say toyou, loveyour
enemies, blessthose who curse you, do good to thosewho
hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and
persecute you.” He sayswe must be quick to forgive. He
didthat very thing hanging onthestakein behalf of thevery
ones who were killing Him! That is going above and
beyond even in the midst of great personal pain and stress
when one would most likely have his mind focused on
himself. Atthevery least, we should haveamindto extend
grace even before our enemies want it.

Inconcludinginstructionsonloving our enemies, Jesus
makes an arresting statement on the attitude and conduct
by which Hisdisciplesareto live:

And if you lend to those from whom you hope to
receive back, what credit is that to you? For even
sinnerslend to sinnersto receive as much aback. But
love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for
nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and
you will be sons of the Most High. For Heiskind to
the unthankful and evil. Therefore be merciful, just as
your Father alsoismerciful. Judgenot, andyou shall not
(continued on page 18)



ach year, as the last day of

October nears, members of

God' schurch beginmaking plans
to avoid Halloween. Some plan atrip
tothelocal mall to do some shopping,
even though the malls teem with kids
and their parents trick-or-treating.
Others hope to escape to the movie
theater to watch whatever happensto
be in distribution at the time. A few
seek out various other amusements
fromminiaturegolf to autumnal carni-
vals. Thoseof uswith either lessimagi-
nation or less motivation simply make
ourselves appear to be somewhere el se,
putting the car in the garage, turning
off all thelightsat thefront of thehouse,
and creeping around on tiptoe so that
no sound gives away our presence.

These planscoincidewith afeeling
of resigned dread that the holiday sea-
son—now stretching from mid-Octo-
ber to early-January—is upon us. We
used to catch a break between the
Feast of Tabernacles and the annoy-
ances of the Christmas season, but no
longer. Halloween has just become
toobigfor kids, partygoers, andretail -
ers alike, to pass over so easily.

Eachyear, roughly 65-70% of adults
participate in Halloween, which in-
cludeswearing acostume. About 80%
of households distribute treats to an
average of 37 trick-or-treaters, and
sadly, despite their best intentions,
7% of children eat all their candy on
the first night.

In terms of retail sales, Halloween
is second only to Christmas. Ameri-
cansspend over $3 billion on Hallow-
eenitemsand activities, with nearly
$2 billion spent on candy and the rest
on costumes, decorations, and party
favars. The average household shells
out an average of $81 to celebrate
this evening, mostly on candy and
decorations.

As a party day, Halloween is third
behind Christmasand Super Bow!l Sun-
day. Bottlers sell more beer around
Halloween than around Saint Patrick’s

Day, when the beer flows like water.
In many ways, Halloween isbecoming
a favorite of adults across America, a
time when they can shed their inhibi-
tions behind amask and costume.

Many professing Christians have
considered Halloween to be innocu-
ous, an evening of innocent fun. How-
ever, thereisagreat deal moreto this
holiday than darling children dressed
in cutecostumesshouting for candy at
the neighbors' doors. Once the facts
are known, no sound argument justi-
fies Christians observing this most
unchristian holiday—an unholy mix-
tureof rank consumerismwithoutright
paganism, occultism, vandalism, hedo-
nism, and demonism.

Foundational Principles

reveals a principle
that we need to consider in terms of
Halloween. The context is the hea-
then practiceof idolatry. Inthissense,
itisironic that Halloween comes pri-
marily from the Celts, descendants of
the Israelites.

Hear the word which the Lorp
speaks to you, O house of Israel.
ThussaystheLorp: “Donot learn
theway of the Gentiles; do not be
dismayed at the signs of heaven,
for the Gentiles are dismayed at
them. For thecustomsof thepeople
arefutile[vain, worthless]; for one
cuts a tree from the forest, the
work of thehandsof theworkman,
with the ax. They decorateit with
silver and gold; they fastenit with
nails and hammers so that it will
nottopple. They areupright, likea
palm tree, and they cannot speak;
they must be carried because they
cannot go by themselves. Do not
be afraid of them, for they cannot
doevil, nor canthey doany good.”

God commands us not to learn the
way of the Gentiles, the nations who

donot havetherevelation of God. The
Israelites were different from all the
nations chiefly because God had re-
vealed Himself tothem and giventhem
His law (Deuteronomy 4:5-8; Amos
3:1-2). TheGentilesinventedtheir own
futile, meaningless ways of worship
because they did not have the truth.

This is the first reason why we
should not keep Halloween. It adds
nothing good, that is, nothing of God or
godliness, to our character. Being de-
voidof God’ struth, itissimply worth-
less and a waste of time.

Deuteronomy 12:29-32 provides a
second reason to avoid Halloween.
God saysthisto Israel just beforethey
entered the Promised Land:

When the Lorp your God cuts of f
frombeforeyouthenationswhich
you go to dispossess, and you dis-
place them and dwell in their
land, take heed to yourself that
you are not ensnared to follow
them, after they aredestroyedfrom
before you, and that you do not
inquire after their gods, saying,
“How did these nations serve
theirgods?1 asowill dolikewise.”
You shall not worship the Lorp
your God in that way; for every
abominationtotheLorowhichHe
hatesthey havedonetotheir gods;
for they burn even their sons and
daughtersin thefireto their gods.
Whatever | command you, be
careful toobserveit; youshall not
add to it nor take away from it.

Halloween is a custom of the na-
tions. God Himself calls such things
abominations, practicesthat Hehates.
If we strip away its facade of revelry
andfeasting, itisidolatrousfalsewor-
ship, honoring spirit beingsthat are not
God. Inaddition, God never tellsusto
celebrate this day or in any way to
honor the spirits of the dead.

Notice that He warns us not to be

(continued on page 17)
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“Be Ready Always To Give An Answer” — | Peter 3:15 (KJV)

“And you shall
spend that money
on whatever your heart desires.”

Whatever Your

Heart Desires

the average church of God member
looksforwardto God' sfall holy days, especially the
Feast of Tabernacles and Last Great Day. In
recent times, God’'s people have celebrated the
Feast by traveling to places near andfar, stayingin
comfortable hotels, eating and drinking sumptu-
ously, and spending ayear’ s worth of second tithe
(ten percent of their annual income) on family and
friends over about two weeks' time. Much of this
activity has been based on ageneral understanding
of Deuteronomy 14:23-26:

Andyou shall eat beforethe Lorp your God, in
the place where He chooses to make His name
abide, thetithe of your grainand your new wine
and your oil, of the firstborn of your herds and
your flocks, that you may learnto fear the Lorp
your God always. But if thejourney istoolong
for you, so that you are not able to carry the
tithe, or if the place where the Lorp your God
chooses to put His name is too far from you,
whenthe L orb your God hasblessed you, then
you shall exchange it for money, take the
money inyour hand, and go to theplacewhich
the Lorp your God chooses. And you shall
spend that money for whatever your heart
desires: for oxen or sheep, for wineor similar
drink, for whatever your heart desires; you
shall eat there before the Lorp your God, and
you shall rejoice, you and your household.
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Most who read this have been to the Feast and
thus look forward to eight days of experiencing
many enjoyable things: food, drink, activities,
spending time with friends, and of course, the
spiritual meals of eating and drinking in of God's
instructions. Many sermons over the years have
been preached about prioritizing our time and
activities throughout the Feast, keeping God
first over the physical abundance and events
that can often relegate Him to second place.
Somemay havejustified aphysical approachto
the Feast from an immature understanding of
God's command in Deuteronomy 14: 26, “You
shall spend that money for whatever your heart
desires. .. andyou shall rejoice”—using thetime
and money God provides for the Feast as a
vacation with friends and family, rather than an
eight-day, spiritual -information-packed, learning
experience.

God wants us to experience both the spiritual
and the physical abundance that foreshadowsthe
timewhenwewill liveand reign with God during
His Millennial rest and on into His eternal King-
dom. However, we need to prioritize and balance
our wants and needs with God' s expectations—
especially so during this short period of plenty
when it seemswe do not need God as much aswe
normally do.

God noticeshow wetreat this eight-day period
and assesses our actions to see if we really feel



DEUTERONOMY

14:26

“And you shall spend that money on whatever your heart desires.”

we do not need Him as much during
thistime of plenty versustherest of
the year when our daily struggles
requireHisinvolvementinourlives.
We may see the Feast as a time of
funactivities, whichispartially true,
but it may expose how wewouldlive
if God wereto blessusfinancially or
how we would govern if He were
to give us exalted positionsin His
Family.

As is often the case, to under-
stand something better we need to
examine morethan just the obvious.
Deuteronomy 14:23-26 does point
to a time of plenty and gives us
reasons to rejoice and enjoy what
God has blessed us with. We will
see, though, it is only a part of the
total equation, one that is detailed
throughout Deuteronomy 14, encom-
passing our entire lives.

Deuteronomy 14

has divided
the biblical books into chapters, but
with alittle study we can still deter-
minethe flow that God intended. At
first, the chapter seems to have a
disjointed message, but further
analysis shows that it contains a
clear theme. The chapter breaks
downlikethis:

e Verse 1: Israelites are children
of God. Do not cut oneself or
shave one’s head for the dead.

* Verse 2: Israelites are God's
chosen people, a special treasure
to Him.

* Verses 3-21: Clean and unclean
meats.

» Verse 22: First tithe.

* Verse 23-26: Second tithe. Go-
ingtowhere God placesHisname
and enjoying whatever the heart
desires.

e Verse27-29: Thirdtithe. Caring
for the needy.
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In verse 1, we see how God re-
garded Israel. Moses wrote Deuter-
onomy at the end of Israel’s
wandering in the wilderness, forty
years after their release from Egypt.
After spending many generations
under Egyptian rule, the Israelites
had absorbed certain aspects of
Egyptian culture as their own, and
many of these were wrong.

Idol worship, which the I sraelites
quickly returned to with the Golden
Calf (Exodus 32:4), was just one of
the wrongs that God needed to fix.
He speaks here of not mutilating the
body or shaving the head for the
dead. The Bible does not clearly
explain if the Egyptians practiced
cutting themselves or shaving their
heads for the dead, but many pagan
peoples have done so as a sign of
mourning or piety or to attract the
attention of their god. God addresses
it in a number of places (Leviticus
19:28; 21:5; 1 Kings 18:28).

Verse 2, though similar, goesin a
slightly different direction, revealing
Israel’ s status with God. He called
them a special people, set apart as
God’ schosen. Insimilar fashion, God
regardsHispeopletoday, thechurch,
asHisown special people (I Peter 2:
9). These two verses show that God
had a special purposefor Israel, one
of being an exampletoall thepeoples
around them, and thus their appear-
ance and behavior were important.
In modern terms, God does not want
His people to follow worldly prac-
tices such as radical hairdos, cult
fashions (Goth, grunge, gang-
banger styles, etc.), tattoos, body
piercing, and the like. God wants
His chosen people, set apart for a
special purpose, to know who they
are and that what they do to the
outside of their bodiesisimportant
to God.

God then changes gears rather
drastically. Inverses 3-21, He gives
instructions about what should be
takeninternally, what kinds of meats
are suitable for intake from God’'s
perspective. The eating habits of the
Egyptians were certainly not up to

God’ sstandards, and Hethusillumi-
nated Israel on what was good as
food for human consumption and
what was not. In essence, God is
concerned about what goes inside
our bodies. Junk foods, of course,
arenot addressed, but God'’ sintentis
thesame: Do not misusetheinside of
the body.

Verses1-21show, then, that God's
people are to be cognizant of their
statuswith God as apeople. In addi-
tion, they need to recognize the ef-
fects of their external appearance as
well astheir internal healthandwell-
being. In sum, this passage reveals
God to beinterested in man’s entire
being, especially those who have
made a covenant with Him.

Setting the Stage

changein verse
22. He instructs Israel to tithe of
their increaseto God asthe Provider
of al things, and verse 23 gives the
reason: “that you may learn to fear
[reverence] the Lorp your God al-
ways.” He also mentions “eat[ing]
before the Lorp . . . in the place
where He choosesto make Hisname
abide.” We know from Leviticus
23:34-43 that He is addressing the
period of the Feast of Tabernacles.
At first, it seemsthis haslittle to do
with the previous verses.

Using the tithe for attending and
enjoying the Feast is only a part of
theentiretithing process, which also
involves giving back to God (first
tithe) and taking care of the less
fortunate (third tithe). Taken as a
whole, however, these tithing in-
structions are an integral part of
the total equation of this chapter:
taking care of God’ schosen people.
These verses have expanded the
principle outside the personal to in-
clude others of God's people and
even God Himself.

Verses 23-26 contains the admo-
nitionstogototheplace God chooses,
turn the increase into money if
needed, and to spend it on whatever
theheart desires, rejoicing with each
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other before God. However, the
chapter’s theme remains as a vital
component of the instruction. God
wants us to enjoy the fruit of our
labors, as He also does when we
obey Him. He also wants our rela-
tionship to be many-layered. Our
focus, of course, should be off the
self, centered on God, and extending
outward toward others.

The rest of the chapter addresses
this outward orientation with teach-
ing to share with those who are less
fortunate. It tells us to make sure
that the needy arealso abletorejoice
and enjoy thistimeof fellowship and
prosperity. The chapter ends by tell-
ing us that when we do these things,
we give God good reason to blessus
in whatever we set out to do.

Throughout these verses, we see
God, very active in the lives of His
people, admonishing His people to
follow His lead. God is quite con-
cerned about His people and His
spiritual body. He cares what we do
to ourselves both inwardly and out-
wardly, physically and spiritually (I
Corinthians3:16-17; Ephesians2:18-
22), and He cares how we treat each
other as members of “the body of
Christ” (I Corinthians 12:27).

While He allows us to partake of
things we desire, Deuteronomy 14
shows that God does impose limits;
Hewantsusto exercise self-control.
He expects us to be givers and not
just takers. This applies to sharing
our money, food, drink, activities,
and fellowship with others, and we
should make special effort to share
ourselveswith Himin prayer, study,
meditation, and church servicesdur-
ing thistime of plenty. After all, one
of the purposes of going to the Feast
isto learn how to fear God, and we
do this by spending timewith Him.

Lessons Today

in Matthew
6:19-21:

Do not lay up for yourselves
treasures on earth, where moth

and rust destroy and where
thieves break in and steal; but
lay up for yourselves treasures
in heaven, where neither moth
nor rust destroys and where
thievesdonot break inand steal .
For whereyour treasureis, there
your heart will be also.

From the perspective of Deuter-
onomy 14, having aright or wrong
priority at the Feast canreveal where
our treasure is. If it is on the self
only, then our heartisobviously in
the wrong place. If we have the
entire body of Christ in mind, then
our treasure will be on amore godly
plane.

Inauniqueway, God islaying up
treasure on this earth in our very
lives with the intention of bringing
the entire body together spiritually.
Conversely, we live physical lives,
but our hearts and minds must strive
toward a spiritual realm. Because of
this, we have the ability to share
experiences on both spiritual and
physical levels, with God and each
other. If the physical enjoyment of
lifebecomestoo important, the body
of Christ suffers spiritually. If we
never saw thephysical sidedescribed
in Deuteronomy 14, we might not
see the awesome potential of God's
spiritual promises. They shouldwork
hand in hand.

God thinks of us as special and
chosen. Do we see Him in the same
way? Are God and His people spe-
cial to us? Do we make them a
priority? Do we desire to take care
of Christ’ sbody, the church madeup
of many members, as we are in-
structed in Deuteronomy 14?

God expected the lsraelites to
obey Himphysically. Eventhen, how-
ever, He indicated that they had a
“spiritual” responsibility to God and
each other. As we know, Christ
came to magnify the physical to
reveal the spiritual intent—from
physical, bodily applicationstospiri-
tual, eternal principlesof holy, righ-
teous character. Ezekiel prophesies
of a time when man’s stony heart
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will be replaced with a fleshly one,
and he will be given a new spirit
(Ezekiel 36:24-28).

How doesthisapply to us? Each
of usis special to God. He cares
what we look like in terms of hy-
giene, dress, and appearance. He
is most certainly concerned with
what and how much we put into
ourselves, food and drink as well
as knowledge, experience, and at-
titude. He wants us to share with
Him and each other our blessings
and fellowship.

The Feast of Tabernacles is the
last place God wants selfish atti-
tudes and a“me only” way of think-
ing. It is atime of looking ahead to
the wonders of God’ s Kingdom, but
also taking othersalong for theride.
It isatime of giving of ourselves—
and not just our money. We should
be quick to say, “Hello!” or to bend
an open ear to someone who is hav-
ing abad day or who left amountain
of problems behind at home. We
shouldinclude othersin our “group”
and go outside of our normal “com-
fort zones” to fellowship.

When we use our time and bless-
ings this way at the Feast, it gives
Godglory. Weshould determinethat
this Feast, we will be a one-person
committee to make this the most
profitable Feast ever—for someone
elsel

What exactly does your heart de-
sire this year at this Feast? Is it
wrong to enjoy the blessings and
good times that we will certainly
have this year? Absolutely not!

Yet, we must remember that all
the money in the world, spent any-
way we desire, cannot replace how
God looks at us, the treasure of who
we are, and what we have been
given the instruction and power to
do. God wants us to grow beyond
having mere physical desires to de-
siring spiritual things, not just for
ourselves, but also for our brethren.
This is exactly how we can fulfill
God's decree to obtain “whatever
your heart desires.”

—Rod Keesee
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“Then the king of the South
shall become strong . . .”
Daniel 11:5

ast month, welooked at the sizablemigration of

Southern Christians into America. The reli-

gious preferences of these immigrants from
Latin America, Oceania, Asia, and Africaare more
oftenthan not somevariant of Southern Christianity.
Intheir multitude, these peoplehavebloated therolls
of Catholic parishes and Pentecostal churches with
pious, essentially fundamental and evangelical tradi-
tionalists. As aresult, the face of American Chris-
tianity isgradually mutatingfromadoctrinally liberal
White Anglo-Saxon Protestant institution of formal
mai nlinedenominationalisminto adynamic phenom-
enon of Pentecostal fervor often sponsored by small,
unaffiliated sects.

Non-denominationalism has run amok! Conser-
vatism has experienced an upsurge!

All thisisatotally unforeseen result of the Immi-
gration Reform Act of 1965. For the last three-and-
a-half decades, liberals have watched with irritated
consternation as their scheme to dilute Christianity
to the point of statistical insignificance has yielded
precisely the opposite result. If the truth be told,
their planto secularize American culture—and to

diversify it—has sunk under the tide of Christian
immigrants.

However, liberalsarenot willing totell it theway it
is. Although Americais less religiously diverse than
most Middle and Far Eastern nations, and although
non-Christian groupings (for example, Jews, Bud-
dhists, Muslims, Sikhs, and Hindus) in aggregate con-
stituteonly about 5 percent of the American population,
the liberal-controlled media unceasingly paints
America as religiously diverse. It goes out of its way
to run stories that suggest an inflated influence of
non-Christiangroups, whileat thesametimeimplying
that Christianity isculturaly irrelevant. In addition, it
has been singularly successful in suppressing the
facts, hiding them from the public. Indeed, the
public, apparently lacking theability to think beyond
the next football game, seems all too eager to buy
the media’ s outright—and absolutely outlandish—
fabrications. Few people question what appears on
their television sets or in their newspapers.

Whether the public perceives it or not, the fact
remains though: In an amazing exhibition of His
sovereignty, God hasturned the tables on the Satan-
inspired, godless social engineers. They actively
sought to useimmigration policy tosecularize America
and force Christianity outside the mainstream of her
culture. Exactly the opposite has taken place. God
used their schemeto modify immigration regul ations
to accomplish His own purposes.

Let uslook at what those purposes might be.

OVERTHROWING BEDROCK

First, Southern Christianity is certain to contrib-
ute to the gulf that is developing between America
and Europe.

For years, the church of God has recognized that
this separation, whatever its cause, would provide
the motivation, the rationale, behind the Beast’'s
attack on America. God's church understood that
Americaand Europewould eventually devel op deeply
opposing interests. This divergence, together with
widening cultural andreligiousgaps, would generate
agigantic crack in thelong-standing “Atlantic Alli-
ance” between North America and Europe. The rift
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would tear the Alliance apart, ultimately becoming
So cavernous as to lead to outright war.

However, as long as Europe needed America, as
itdidin1914andin 1939, asitdidwhiletheCold War
was raging, Europe’ s and America’ s interests were
too closely aligned for such a crack to form. The
potential for divergence was certainly there, we all
recognized, but, as long as America and Europe
were facing acommon enemy (say, an expansionist
Germany in 1914, a vengeful one in 1939, or the
Soviet Unionlater) that potential never materialized.

Then, the Cold War ended. America had weap-
onry all over Europe and no reason to use it; Euro-
pean countries no longer faced cultural and national
annihilation from the East. Attendant to the retrac-
tion of the Soviet power in 1991, the interests of
Europe and North Americabegan to drift apart. The
drift, overall, has been slow.

Wherein liestheresiliency of thealliance? It lies
in the partners’ mutual commitment to liberal
internationalism and multilateralism.

Internationalism and multilateralism, treated as
synonyms here, are ideas that deny the utility of the
sovereign national state and seek to cast it into the
dustbin of history. Internationalistsbelievethat power
politics are passe, the nation-state is the principal
cause of war, and parochial national interestsinevi-
tably lead to conflict. Tofix thesituation, internation-
alists urge replacing national sovereignty with a
number of international institutionsand forums, such
astheUnited Nations, theWorld Trade Organi zation
(WTO), thelnternational Criminal Court (ICC), and
ahost of other, lesser-known bodies. Multilateralists
believe that global peace and prosperity can be
achieved only when all nationscommit themselvesto
collaborate through this network of conflict-resolu-
tion institutions. Theirsis the world of diplomacy,
treaties, trade agreements, conventions, concords—
prosperity and peace on a piece-of paper. Thisway
of thinking is often referred to as “ one-worldism.”

Theoppositeof internationalism and multilater-
alismappearsintwoforms, both of which emphasize
the continuing value of the sovereign state:

1. Historically, one of these opposite forms
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manifestsitself asgreat-power politics. Strong
nations devel op alliances with weaker ones to
balance each other. Then the strong nationsdraw
linesin the sand to demarcate “ spheres of influ-
ence.” Woe to the power who attempts to step
across those lines! Egypt and Babylon played
thisgamein the ancient world, asdid Rome and
Parthia. In more modern history, Britain,
France, Germany, and Spain all became adept
at the game. Indeed, somehistorianshelievethat
European nationsinvented power politics.

2. At the present time, we are living in a
remarkably ahistorical period, an anomalous
situation, where a single hegemon, the United
States, unilaterally calls the shots. That ap-
proach to world order is also the opposite of
liberal internationalism. Unilateralismisinher-
ently hostileto one-worldism.

It is extremely important to understand that the
elite policy makers of Europe and Americasubscribe
to the tenets of internationalism and multilateral-
ism. To agood extent, thisis also true of the rank-
and-file in both continents. In this sense, America
and Europe share a substratum of agreement, and it
runs deep on both sides of the Atlantic.

Europe. Europe has been aleading exponent of
liberal internationalism for years. This is a turn-
around, historically, for Europeans have expertly
practiced power politics for centuries. Now, Euro-
peans claim, they have matured to a higher level of
sophistication; they have grown to the point where
they have learned to live together in peace. Further,
they claim, they would liketo sharetheir secret with
theworld by applying the principlesof the European
Union, which is based on a French bureaucratic
model, to theinternational community. So, onecom-
mentator asserts that “ Europe is turning away from
power; . . . It is moving beyond power into a self-
contained world of laws and rules and transnational
negotiation and cooperation.”!

Actually, growth in sophistication has nothing to
dowith Europe’ srejection of power politicsinfavor
of international forums. Thereal reasonisgrowth—
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that is for sure—but growth of an entirely different
type. Europe is growing weaker every day. Eu-
ropeissuffering badly from the “ deadly wound” of
weaknessinevery sphere—military, economic, cul-
tural. Basically powerless, having spent it in the
Second World War, European nationshaveturnedto
the “game of the weak,” negotiation. “Europeans
oppose unilateralism in part because they have no
capacity for unilateralism.”2Inreality, international -
ism is the game plan of nations too weak (or too
weak-willed) to useforcetoimposetheir policieson
other nations.

America. In spite of some recent unilateralist
tendencies, the United States hasagigantic stakein
multilateralism andinternationalism. After all, from
the very start, the impetus behind the International
Money Fund (IMF), theWTO, and the UN has been
the United States. The American foreign policy
establishment viewsmultilateralism pragmatically—
as a way to ensure that weaker nations feel they
have a part in making the big decisions. If they feel
they have had a part in determining the “grand
strategy” of major nations, the smaller nations are
more likely to “buy into” the policies set forth by
powerful states. Smaller nations will more readily
fall into line behind the hegemon.® So it isthat “the
idea of a new international community with self-
governing institutions and self-enforcing norms. . .
is the view of the Democratic Party in the United
States and of a large part of the American foreign
policy establishment.” 4t should comeasno surprise
that the avowed mission of many of the liberalsin
Americaisto “Europeanize” American society and
government. Of course, Europeans are more than
willingtooblige.

What about America's rank-and-file? Well, not
everyone agrees with Jesse Helms. “Polls consis-
tently show that Americans support multilateral
action in principle—they even support acting under
the rubric of the United Nations.”®> Another com-
mentator ismoreblunt: “ A large segment of Ameri-
can opinion doubts the legitimacy of unilateral
American action but accepts quite readily actions
undertaken by the ‘world community’ acting in
concert.”® It appears that many Americans do not
feel at home calling the shotsinternationally.

Admittedly, there are important dissenters on both
sides of the ocean. In Austria, Germany, and even
France, nationalism is experiencing a resurgence. In
America, there are now significant voices calling for
unilateralism in the face of Europe’s inability to
make decisions. That having been said, the fact re-
mains that today Europeans and Americans—rank-
and-fileaswell aspolicy makers—continueto walk
down the same road of “goo-goo one-worldism.””

So, the question naturally arises, “If both sides

enjoy this substratum of agreement about the value
of internationalism and the way it should be imple-
mented, what will causethebreachinthetransatlan-
tic alliance which God’ s church understands must
come?’ What will cause Europe and Americato go
their separate ways?

Enter Southern Christianity. In time, it will be
America s new fundamentalism that will generate
the seismic forces capable of demolishing the sub-
stratum of agreement between America and Eu-
rope. The vast influx of Southern Christians into
Americahasalready made theseimmigrants' views
politically significant. Well before 2020, they will be
in a position to reshape American domestic and
foreign policy dramatically. Could we expect any
less, considering that, by 2050, there will be about
100 million Americans of Latino descent, mostly
Catholics and Pentecostals of a conservative bent,
alongwithmillionsof like-minded Africanand Asian
immigrants?

This new and robust political power structure will
reshape foreign and domestic policy in decidedly
conservative and traditionalist directions—in the
opposite direction of the European liberal leadership.

Southern Christianity already abhors the Euro-
pean establishment, which it sees as corrupt and
godless. Onceit becomesamuscular power block in
thiscountry, Southern Christianity will push America
away from what it sees as the morally perverse
“plain of irreligion” we call Europe. Far more than
most commentatorsrealize, Southern Christianity is
poised to play a major role in bringing about the
cleavage between the two continents.

JIHAD AND CRUSADE

Second, Southern Christianity has the potential to
amplify the conflict between Christianity and Islam.
Through Southern Christianity, God may choose
to do alot more than simply reorient Americato a
more conservative position in international affairs,
returning her to a stance where she advocates
national sovereignty, totheupset of European policy-
makers. God may be doing all that (and more) in a
way that is sureto create nothing lessthan anuclear
explosion—figuratively andliterally.

To understand the flash point the two continents
will reach, consider this: Themajority of the current
immigrants to America are overwhelmingly Chris-
tian; the majority of current immigrants to Europe
arejust asoverwhelmingly Muslim. The Gentilefolk
infiltrating the two halves of the Western world,
Europe and North America, are coming out of two
different—and opposing—religioustraditions. Sparks
will surely fly.

In contrast to America’ s largely Christian immi-



grants, present European immigration is defined by
her historical patternsof colonization.2 Migrantsinto
Europe are mainly Muslims from the Middle East,
North Africa, and Pakistan.

How will Southern Christiansreact tothesepeople?
Probably, intheearly stagesof their power, they will
advocate a policy of isolationism toward Europe. It
will betheir self-righteousbetter-than-thouismwhich
will leadtheminthisdirection. Thisisolationismwill
be in reaction to the liberals’ long love affair with
internationalism and secular humanism. Southern
Christianswill simply want to cut Americaoff from
the secularizing influence of Europe.

However, isolationist policy is sure to give way
eventually to amore proactive international stance.
Giventhemilitary capabilitiesof America, the South-
ern Christian will not long be able to resist turning
America into the church militant! For example, if
Islam becomes areal threat to the (Southern) Chris-
tian Philippines, America sSouthern Christian power
block would not be reluctant to intervene. Further,
we should appreciate—and never under-estimate—
the missionary zeal that makes up such abig part of
the Southern Christian’s psyche. That zeal will not
allow himtoforego using America seconomic clout
to evangelize Europe’s“great plain of irreligion” in
the hopes of returning it to the fold of Christianity.
Europe will, of course, not tolerate what she will
surely consider athreatening and patronizing Ameri-
can incursion on her secular way of life.

Overall, the coming cleavage between America
and Europe will take place at two fault lines.

» Onewill betheliberal-conservativedichotomy. It
will express itself in the moral and economic
termsof traditional valuesversusthe postmodern
values of relativism and pragmatism.

» Thesecondwill bethe Christian-Islamone. It will
expressitself inreligiousterms: Which Prophetis
the Prophet—Christ or Mohammad? Fundamen-
talists on both sideswill carry therhetoric all the
way to jihad and crusade.

SOUTHERN CHRISTIANITY

AND GOD'S CHURCH

Theadvent of Southern Christianity asaninfluen-
tial force in American culture has another implica-
tion, one that will seriously affect God's people.
Southern Christianity could well provide the im-
petus for the eventual expulsion of God’s church
(and perhaps other minorities) from America.

Southern Christianity is, as we all recognize, a
falsereligion, areligion of thisworld. Assuch, it will

come to persecute the church of God. One way to
understand this truism is to realize the nature of
Herbert W. Armstrong’ sfrequent run-inswith Pen-
tecostalsin the early days of his ministry.

Mr. Armstrong, of course, did not experience the
phenomenon of Southern Christianity in the 1930s.
But, he surely encountered its precursor movement
in this country, Pentecostalism. Moreover, he well
understood the incompatibility of that movement
with the doctrines of God. In his Autobiography, he
writes,

In Portland | had gained somelittle experience
with “Pentecostal people.” . .. | had noticed
that most of these people refused to obey
God’'s commandments; almost none had any
real sound understanding of the Bible; they
customarily had a wide knowledge of certain
scattered texts—verses or partial verses—
which they usually misapplied, entirely out of
context, putting only a meaning of pseudo-
spirituality on them. They spoke in what was
supposed to be spiritual-sounding language.
They loved to show off—to brag, especially
about their own spirituality which usually con-
sisted of sentimentality and emotion.®

Mr. Armstrong understood the lack of common
ground between God's way of life and
Pentecostalism. There was no meeting of the minds
atall! Hefound nothing but frustrationin hisdealings
with Pentecostals. They habitually attended hisevan-
gelistic meetingsin Oregon, but were highly disrup-
tive, driving away anyone who may have been
serious about hearing thetrue gospel. I n those days,
his approach was to preach in a rural community,
establish agroup of interested individual sthere, and
then move on to another area. Once he left a
community, Pentecostal ministers, like hawks sens-
inganeasy kill, wouldinevitably swoop downonthe
immature congregation, with the intent of leading
God’s people astray. Pentecostals are missionaries
through and through. In their evangelical efforts,
they were all too often successful. Asaresult of this
“invasion” of Pentecostal folk, God’ speopleinthese
small congregationswould either become deceived
into accepting Pentecostalism or would simply drift
away entirely. When Mr. Armstrong’s circuit took
him back to the community again, hewould find the
group he had founded there either completely gone
or badly corrupted by Pentecostalism. It was dis-
heartening. In fact, this repeated experience con-
tributed to hisdecision, later, to found acollege. He
|earned by painful experience about the necessity of
aministry trained in thetruth and loyal to God, who
would protect the flock from predators.
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Pentecostalismisfalsereligion, pureand simple.
Onceitbecomesastrong political powerin America,
itwill becomeanirritationto God’' speopleby virtue
of itsmissionary emphasis. In the course of time, it
will probably become an outright persecutor of
God'’ s people as well.

In the growing phenomenon of Southern Chris-
tianity, God could well bedevel oping the machinery
that will produce the expulsion of God's people
from America. In Isaiah 16:3-4, God warns the
peoples of Moab to be circumspect, not betraying
His “outcasts.”

Take counsel, execute judgment; make your
shadow like the night in the middle of the day;
hidetheoutcasts, do not betray himwho escapes.
Let My outcasts dwell with you, O Moab; be a
shelter to them from the face of the spoiler.

God’'s Word here reveal s that there will be some
outcasts—we would call them refugees today—
whom God claims specifically as His Own: “My
outcasts.” His use of the term suggests that at that
time there will be other outcasts, other refugees,
who are not under His direct protection. These
various refugee groups may be peoples cast out of
America (and other Israelite nations as well) by
Southern Christiansin amisguided attempt to cleanse
theland of what it considersfalsereligions. It would
be difficult to imagine such purging taking place at
the hand of today’ sliberals, who trumpet diversity,
the coexistence of different cultures and religions.
However, under the hand of conservative Southern
Christians turned bigots, such a forced ejection of
God'’ s people (along with Jews and others) is quite
withintherealm of possibility.

AN ONGOING STRUGGLE

The choice of Daniel 11:5 as a preamble to this
articleisnot meant to suggest that America’ sliberal
leftisthebiblical King of the North or that Southern
Christianity will develop into a power structure led
by the King of the South. One should not wrestle
with God’sWord.

Y et, Daniel 11 isrelevant to the comments above
in that it emphasizes the ongoing state of struggle
between two antagonists. Therein liesDaniel’ sles-
son for us today. Let none think that America's
effete and pampered liberals, hypocrites at heart,
will surrender their leadership role gracefully or
willingly. Those silk stockingswill viciously resist
losing power to Southern Christians. Their struggle,
generally exhibitingitself inlegislationandjurispru-
dence (and, of course, in the press), may erupt
occasionally into theviolenceof outright persecution.

Of this we can be sure: The tension between
Southern Christians and agnostic secularistswill be
the defining fault line in American politics in the
years to come, often behind the scenes, sometimes
not. Their struggle will leave Americans—most of
whomdo not evenknow what aSouthern Christianis—
bewildered, at alossto explain the disarray in their
civil society and the failure of domestic policy. In
addition, their strugglewill leave Americaweakened
by vacillatingandthereforeineffectiveforeignpolicies.

As the Southern Christians increasingly press
conservatism into the service of their innate self-
righteousness, and traditionalism into the service of
their indefatigable missionary zeal, Europeans will
increasingly perceive America as aggressive, arro-
gant, and athreat to their way of life. Domestically,
social fragmentationwill giveway tooutright flight,
as large numbers of people flee Americafor safety
fromreligiouspersecution.

Southern Christianity will play a big role in the
decline and fall of America.

—Charles F. Whitaker
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(continued from page 8)

“ensnared to follow” the practices of
thenations. A snhareisatrap designed
to catch an unwary animal. The trap
itself ishidden, but what isvisibleisa
kind of lure, an attractive trick de-
signed to fool the prey into entering
the trap. Once it takes the bait, the
gate comes down, a hook comes out,
or aspring slamsclosed onalimb, and
itistrapped.

God is derting us to the fact that
heathen or ungodly practices—customs,
ways of worship, traditions, celebra-
tions—usually havecharacteristicsthat
appeal to our human nature. They are
thelures. We can become caught upin
them before we are aware of it. God
advises us to watch out for the hidden
dangers, the appealing entrapments,
that are designed into these holidays.

Halloween’s Origins

have aform of Hal-
loween in their tradition. It seems
that most of thisworld’ s peoples de-
sire to celebrate the dead. The holi-
daysor feastsmay vary from placeto
place, falling on different days and
following different customs. The
common denominator is that they
all honor or remember the dead or
unseen spirits.

Mexico hasits"Day of the Dead” in
which participants give out candiesin
the shape of skeletons and visit grave-
yards to commune with the dead by
leaving them food. In Japan, they
honor their ancestorswith variouscel-
ebrations. Certain African tribes set
aside days to honor the unseen spirits,
warding off theevil onesand placating
the good. German, Scandinavian,
Spanish, Italian, and many other cul-
tures have a Halloween-type holiday.

In English-speaking countries, Hal-
loween derives primarily from the
Cdlticfestival of Samhain (pronounced
“sow-in”). Samhain, held onthethree
days around November 1, was akind
of New Year's celebration and har-
vest festival all rolled up into one.

The Celtsbelieved that thesethree
days were special because of the
transition from the old year to the
new. They felt that during this time
the boundary between the physical
and spiritual worldsrelaxed or lifted,

allowing spirits to cross over more
easily. Thisidea, of course, terrifies
superstitious people—that departed
spirits could walk among us, espe-
cially those who died in the past year
asit wasthought these spiritsdesired
to return to the mortal realm. For this
reason, they believed they had to ap-
peasethe spiritsto makethemgointo
the spirit world and stay there.

The Celts did this by putting out
food and treats so that, when these
spirits came floating by their houses,
they would pass on. They thought
that, if they did not appeasethespirits,
they would play tricks or put curses
on them. Whole villageswould unite
todriveaway theevil spirits, ensuring
that theupcoming year would begood.
Others among them would hold
seances or conduct other kindsof divi-
nation by incantation, potion, or trance
to contact dead ancestors in hope of
receiving guidanceandinspiration.

An interesting aspect of this transi-
tiontime—thethreedaysof Samhain—
is that it was considered to be “no
time,” atime unto itself. Thus, it be-
came atradition that the order and the
rulesby which peoplelivedwereheldin
abeyance during them.

All laws went unenforced. The
social order was turned upside-
down—thefool becameking, andthe
king became the fool. Men dressed as
women and vice-versa. Peopletook on
different personas, dressing in dis-
guise and acting the part. No work
was done during this period of total
abandon, for it wasatimefor revelry,
drinking, eating, making and taking
dares, and breaking thelaw. Inaword,
it was chaos.

Then Roman Catholicism arrived
on the scene and “converted” the
pagans. It also decreed aday to honor
departed saints: May 13, All Saints’
Day. The priestsinstructed the “ con-
verted” paganstokeepAll Saints' Day,
but they continuedto cel ebrate Samhain
becauseit was so much morefunthan
attending church to pray for the hal-
lowed saints of yesteryear.

Tokeeptheminthefold, inap 835
Pope Gregory 1V officially authorized
moving All Saints’ Day to November
1 to coincide with Samhain. He al-
lowed the pagan “ Christians” to keep
their old customsaslong asthey put a
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gloss of Christianity on them. Thus,
they kept Samhain in the name of
Christ to honor the departed saints.

Like Samhain, All Saints' Day be-
gan the evening before, which was
caled All Hallows Eve, All Saints
Eve, or Halloween. Sincethen, Hallow-
eenhasevolvedintoitspresentform, in
which nothing remotely Christian re-
mains. Itisknownfor al itspre-Chris-
tian Celtic practices—particularly the
recognition of the spirit world in the
formof fairies, witches, ogres, goblins,
demons, ghouls, vampires, etc.

Today, “trick-or-treating” is the
maost recogni zed of Halloween activi-
ties, and it is simply aform of extor-
tion. Children, whether they know it or
not, are acting as the spirits who will
play atrick or put a curse on the one
who does not pay up in food or treats.
Divination and séances are al so com-
monly held on October 31. Finally,
Hooliganism—tricksresultinginvan-
dalism—often reaches its high point
on Halloween. For many years, De-
troit was the scene of “hell night,” in
whichrampagingyoung peopl etrashed
large areas of the city, setting fires,
smashing cars and windows, looting,
and generally creating havoc.

The Cdtic feast of Samhain till sur-
vives in Halloween. It has simply re-
vertedtoour ancestors’ Celticpractice.

Simpleldolatry

plainly denounces all of
these practices in many places. For
instance, Godforbidsspiritism, witch-
craft, andthe occult in numerous pas-
sages. NoticeDeuteronomy 18:10-12:

There shall not be found among
you anyone . . . who practices
witchcraft, or a soothsayer, or
one who interprets omens, or a
sorcerer, or one who conjures
spells, oramedium, or aspiritist,
or one who calls up the dead [a
necromancer]. For all who do
these things are an abomination
to the Lorp, and because of
theseabominationsthe L orp your
God drives [the heathen] out
from before you.

God considers these things to be
idolatrous; they honor demonic spirits,
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and thus He callsthem abominations or
detestable things, things that He hates.
Interestingly, He says these practices
are a reason why He sent Israel in to
dispossess these people. We do not
want to practice customsthat ultimately
bring on God' swrath and destruction.

InLeviticus20:6, God likensspirit-
ismto prostitution, the physical coun-
terpart tospiritual prostitution, idolatry.
To God, witchcraft and occultism are
similar tosexual immorality, butoneis
physical and the other is spiritual.
Whichisworse—physical or spiritual
prostitution?Both defilethepurity God
desiresinour fleshandinour spirit (11
Corinthians7:1). Thislinking of spirit-
ism with sexual sins and idolatry oc-
curs elsewhere (Exodus 22:16-20; |
Samuel 15:22-23). Witchcraft is
equated with them because it is both
prostitutionandidolatry.

When a Christian meddles in spirit-
ism of any kind, whether witchcraft,
sorcery, divination, consultingamedium
or fortune-teller, or even reading a
horoscope, he undermines his rela-
tionship with God—just asaman who
visits aprostitute damages hisrel ation-
ship with his wife. Someone else is
coming between the two covenanted
parties, causingdivision. Occultismputs
awedge between God and the Chris-
tian; hemight aswell bow toanidol. It
produces the same result: to drive him
away from God.

TheNew Testament takesthe same
approach as the Old:

Now the works of the flesh are
evident, whichare: adultery, for-
nication, uncleanness, licentious-
ness, idolatry, sorcery, . . . of
which | tell you beforehand, just
asl alsotoldyouintimepast, that
those who practice such things
will not inherit the kingdom of
God. (Galatians5:19-21)

The apostle Paul speaks of adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, andlicentious-
ness—all with at least overtones of
sexuality—then he mentions idolatry
and immediately thereafter sorcery!
It cannot be just a coincidence that
they all fall in this order. Those who
practice such things will not inherit
the Kingdom of God becausethey are
not fulfilling their covenant with God.

“Sorcery,” intriguingly, ispharmakeia
in Greek, from which we derive our
words “pharmacy” and “pharmaceu-
tical.” Diviners, enchanters, witches,
and sorcerers employed drugs and
other potions to put them or their cli-
ents “in the spirit” so their “magic”
would work. Thedrugs, then, cameto
stand for sorcery of all kinds. For the
same reason, drug use is part of the
celebration among the more serious
Halloween devotees today.

TheBible steaching onthisiscon-

sistent. Spiritism, theoccult, isaform
of idolatry, akind of spiritual prostitu-
tion. Its end is separation from God
and eventual destruction.

Paul writesin Ephesians 5:8-13:

For you were once darkness, but
now you are light in the Lord.
Walk aschildren of light (for the
fruit of the Spirit isin all good-
ness, righteousness, and truth),
provingwhat isacceptabletothe
Lord. And have no fellowship
withtheunfruitful worksof dark-
ness, but rather expose them.
For it is shameful even to speak
of those things which are done
by them in secret. But all things
that are exposed are made mani-
fest by the light.

God'’ struth shinesonungodly prac-
tices and exposes them for the dark-
ness and evil they are. Thisiswhy all
weneedto know whichistheoneright
and good way, because the light that
shines from them will expose the un-
fruitful works of darknessand give us
wisdom in how we should behave.

We were once dead in our sins,
livingindarkness, asleeptothethings
of God. Now, however, God has re-
vealed Histruth to us, and thetruthin
turn hasrevealed the evils of Hallow-
een and spiritism of every kind.

—Richard T. Ritenbaugh

PERSONAL >»

The Offerings of Leviticus: The Sin and Trespass Offerings

(continued from page 7)

be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be con-
demned. Forgive, andyouwill beforgiven. Give, and
itwill begiventoyou: good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, and running over will be put into

utter failure for you that you go to law against one

your bosom. For with the same measurethat you use,

it will be measured back to you. (Luke 6:34-38)

Even as God lives by grace, we too are to learn to
implementitintoour lives. If wewant to super-abound, we
must learn to give grace. We are to go above and beyond
mere requirement because it will support developing the

mind of God.

In Corinth, membersweretaking each other to law over
disputes between them. Paul admonishes them:

But brother goes to law against brother, and that
before unbelievers! Now therefore, it is already an

18

another. Why do you not rather accept wrong? Why
do you not rather let yourselves be cheated? No, you
yourselves do wrong and cheat, and you do these
things to your brethren! (1 Corinthians 6:6-8)

They were failing to behave like God. They should have

swallowed their pride and suffered loss. Christ gave up His

glory and suffered the greatest lossin the history of creation!

God is not only willing to forgive but also go above and
beyond and give additional gifts besides to the sinner. God
showsthisgiving of graceinthetrespassoffering. Itisindeed

ahigh standard, but it is eminently worth emulating because

it works to make us like the One who sets the standard.
InChristianlove,

Pt s
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by David C. Grabbe

Southern Christianity in motion

he lastthree Prophecy Watch col-
umns by Charles F. Whitaker have
described atrend known as “Southern
Christianity.” While Europe has become
increasingly secular and North Ameri-
can Christianity has become extremely
liberal, amorally conservative, Pente-
costal-type Christianity is growing in
the Southern Hemisphere and begin-
ning to make its presence known.
The Episcopal Church’srecentde-
cisionto electunrepentanthomosexual
Gene Robinson as Bishop of New Hamp-
shireis a prime example of the trend to
liberalize. Even before the fateful vote
was cast, the Archbishop of Canter-
bury, Dr. Rowan Williams—the leader

The American branch of the Roman
Church is still battling the scandals
caused by sexual abuse of children
by priests, and almost 60% of Cana-
dian Catholics are in favor of same-
sex “marriages.” Even so, the
Vatican is vehemently opposed to
homosexual unions, issuing a
strongly worded statement urging
Roman Catholic lawmakers and oth-
erstofightback onthisissue.“There
are absolutely no grounds for con-
sidering homosexual unionsto bein
any way similar or even remotely
analogousto God’s plan for marriage
and family,” the document says, as-

of the Anglican Communion, of which
the Episcopal Churchis a part—issued
athinly veiled warning against the ap-
pointment. His major concern, though,
was organizational unity rather than
morality or biblical truth.

Others, however, were much more
bold in their statements. “It's wrong,
and it's against the Bible,” said the
Reverend Joseph Mutie Kanuku, the
bishop of the Machakos diocese east
of Nairobi. “How can we go against
God’swords? Two men being joined is
contrary to nature and contrary to the
Bible.” African homosexuals remain clos-
etedinall but South Africa, where there
is somewhat more openness toward

serting repeatedly that marriage
should be reserved for heterosexual
couples. “Marriage is holy, while
homosexual acts go againstthe natu-
ral moral law.” The conservatism of
the Catholics on thisissue seemsto
be rightinline with the moral stance
of Southern Christianity.

Zenit, the official news agency of
the Vatican, recently released a study
of laws around the world that favor
the homosexual lifestyle. All of the
countries in the study were in North
America and Europe, and most of
them are nations descended from
ancientlIsrael.

them. African leaders regularly condemn
homosexuality as a Western lifestyle
choice being exported abroad. Angli-
can bishops across Kenya, where there
are more than three million church mem-
bers, signed a letter of protest follow-
ing the appointment of Robinson. One
signatory said, “You inthe West may not
consideritasin, butwe in Africado. We
stand withthe Bible. Whenwe are wrong,
those inthe West should tell us. We are
telling them thisis wrong.”

The opposition was just as fierce in
Asia, where bishops are considering
cutting ties with the 3.2 million members
ofthe Episcopal Church USA. “Practicing
homosexuality is culturally and legally
not acceptable here,” Bishop Lim Cheng
Ean, leader of the Anglican Church of
West Malaysia, told the Associated
Press. In addition, the Right Reverend
Dr. Mouneer Anis, Bishopin Egypt, said:
“We cannot comprehend a decision to
electas bishop amanwho has forsaken
his wife and the vows he made to herto
live inasexual relationship with another
man outside the bonds of his marriage.”

Even though the Anglican Commun-
ionas awhole has been struggling with
the issue of homosexuality for the last
three decades, earlier this year bishops
from Africa, Asia, and Latin America,
representing more than a third of Angli-
can Communion members worldwide,
severed relations with the Diocese of
New Westminster, based in Vancouver,
British Columbia, because itauthorizes
same-sex “blessings.”

AIDS DEVASTATION

* The Associated Press reports that South Africa is enter- firsttime in ten years. The number of new AIDS cases

ing the “death” phase of its AIDS epidemic, meaning there
are more deaths than new infections each year. While
adult HIV/AIDS prevalence in the country is starting to
plateau at around 33% of the population, sickness and
death are ontheincrease as the disease kills off workers
in Africa’s strongest economy. Scientists say South
Africa’sreal AIDS deathtollis hard to quantify because
government statistics list many probable AIDS fatalities
as deaths due to tuberculosis and other common HIV-
related opportunistic infections. But activists say AIDS
kills about 600 South Africans each day—or over 200,000
per year.

» South Africa certainly is not alone in facing this epidemic.
According to the Washington Post, the number of Ameri-
cans developing AIDS appearsto berising again for the
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increased 2.2% in 2002, the first apparent rise since
1993. Inthat year, 80,010 new cases were diagnosed.
The number of new infections has declined since then,
butthe number of new AIDS diagnoses increased from
41,227 casesin2001t0 42,136 casesin 2002. Inthe past
few years, there has been evidence that unprotected
sex, sex with multiple partners, and other risky sexual
behaviors has been increasing among gay men, par-
ticularly younger ones, causing the number of new
HIV infections to begin to rise again in that group.
Accordingtothe CDC, an estimated 850,000 to 950,000
Americans are infected with HIV, but only about a
quarter of them are aware that they are HIV-positive.
The New York Times says almost 10%—80,000—of HIV-
infected Americans live in New York City.

Watch therefore, for you know neither the day northe hourwhen the Sonof Man is coming. (Matthew 25:13)



BiBLE STUDY:

THE PARABLE OF THE
RicH FooL

In Luke 12:13-21, a listener in the crowd surrounding
Jesus asks Him to instruct his brother to divide the
inheritance due to him equitably. Jesus declines, saying
that life should not be based on having many possessions.
Heusesthisoccasiontoteach Hisdisciplesthat agodly life
ismoreimportant than material things. Toexplainthis, He
tells a parable about a rich man who builds larger and
larger barns to store all his crops and goods.

Since he had everything he could possibly want or need,
the rich man’s focus was on living an easy life. God's
response is that the man was foolish because, when he
died later that night, his goods would do nothing for him.
Someone else would inherit and enjoy them. A person
whoselifeis caught up in what he ownsisnot rich toward
God. The Parable of the Rich Fool illustrates Jesus
teaching to guard against every kind of covetousness.

r r rror

1. Who should judge civil matters? Luke 12:13-14; Deu-
teronomy 21:16-17; Hebrews 5:5.

ComMmENT: The manin disputewith his brother thought he
was being cheated. Perceiving that Jesus had influence
withthepeople, hetried to get Himto sidewith him. Jesus’
parableindicatesthat he probably did not haveajust claim
on the inheritance but was covetous. Had his claim been
just, the laws of the land would have resolved it without
Jesus' interference. Among lIsraelites, the firstborn re-
ceived two shares—twice as much as any other child.
Jesus makesit clear that He had no responsibility to settle
controversies of this type. He had not come to mediate
secular disputes but to preach the gospel of the coming
Kingdom of God, offering salvation to those who are
willing to repent and live righteously. The nature and
constitution of HisKingdomisspiritual, that is, not of this
world. Secular authorities should judge civil affairs. Jesus
could undoubtedly have judged this case justly, but He
would have been interfering with the proper office of the
magistrate.

2. What is wrong with desiring abundance? Luke 12:15;
Exodus 20:17; Colossians 3:5; Ephesians 5:3-7; Hebrews
13:5.

ComMENT: One of the brothers, no doubt, was guilty of
covetousness. Covetousness is an unlawful desire of the
property of another; also adesire of gain or riches beyond
what is necessary for our wants. It violates the tenth
commandment and is expressly equated with idolatry.
Jesus shows that we should not be anxious to accumulate
wealth because, however much we may obtain, it will not
prolong our lives. The man from the crowd was guilty of
adesire for more than God in His providence and wisdom
had allotted to him. Hiswasasinful desire of seeking more
than his share.

3. What should be done with the excess of abundance God
provides?Luke 12:16-17; Proverbs11:25-26; 22:9; |saiah
32:5, 8; Galatians 6:7-10.

ComMENT: Human nature tends to value the wrong things
in life—to eat, drink, and be merry—things without

eternal worth. Because of this temptation, people’s main
anxiety concerns accumulating thisworld’sluxuries. The
rich man may even have been embarrassed by hisinability
to store his hoarded weal th, but he never considered using
his riches for the benefit of others. Irishman Jonathan
Swift observed, “Nothing is so hard for those who abound
in riches as to conceive how others can be in want.” A
generous person, however, sees the needs of others first.
We should sow goodness and generosity so we will reap
the same.

4. Why is the rich man afool? Luke 12:18-20; 11:39-41;
Jeremiah 17:11; James 4:13-17.

ComMENT: This sudden cutting short of the rich man’s
career expresses, not only the folly of assuming one
knows what the future holds, but also of staking one’'s
whole life on what may disappear at any moment. God
calls this man a fool because he reasoned that his life of
secure and abundant earthly enjoyment was the pinnacle
of human success and happiness. A fool is a person
without good sense or mental sanity, one who lacks a
commonsense perception of the reality of physical and
spiritual things. Thetruereality isthat everything depends
on what God wills, not what man plans.

5. What does Jesus mean by the phrase “not rich toward
God”?Luke 12:21; Psalm 30:5; Proverbs 3:15; James 2:5;
| Timothy 6:18; | Corinthians 10:31.

CommMmENT: This phrase summarizes human folly and
the error of thinking one does not need God. A person
who “is not rich toward God” lives to accumulate and
enjoy wealth only to die with nothing permanent or
eternal to show for his efforts. Godly living—and all
that God esteemsto be trueriches—is eternal. To think
of life only in terms of physical things is both foolish
and fatal because life is not comprised and enhanced
even by abundant material possessions but by spiritual
and eternal things. If we place God first rather than the
accumulation of wealth, then we will use whatever He
allows usto have, no matter how little or how much, to
glorify Him.




