
Good News
Turn with me to the book of Isaiah

This past year our reigning monarch was sick over Christmas period and in a 
very unusual move she decided to stay home to recover. Such was the shock 
of the media, they of course got very worried. The media are always after any 
reason to make a headline.
So in true media madness, they started talking about what would happen if 
the Queen was to die. What is the process that would follow. How is national 
mourning done. What does parliament have to do? There is actually quite a 
lot to it. It’s a big deal when the monarch dies, especially considering she’s 
reigned for so long

It has always a big deal when a new ruler takes power. For us here in 
Australia, we live in this strange and relatively modern thing called 
democracy, and we have to put up with a new leader every 4 years or so (well 
lately it’s been every 1 or 2 years). Because of that, and because it’s usually 
a “peaceful” change of power, we don’t think much of it.

In fact during the US inauguration last week, the Senator Roy Blunt who 
started proceedings, made the comment that Washington believed the 
inauguration of the second president would be more important than the first, 
because many people had taken control of government before that, but very 
few had willingly handed it over to someone else. It was the voluntary 
handing over of power to another person that was so unusual.

But back in the day when someone took over, they were in power until they 
died, or were conquered. And so a change of king or ruler was a big deal. And 
with any such change there would be messengers send out into all the lands 
to proclaim the change of king.

The book of Isaiah is a fascinating book. For many years some secular 
historians genuinely believed Isaiah must have been written after Christ 
because it is so full and accurate regarding messianic prophecy.

The first part of Isaiah consists largely of him pointing out the sins of both the 
north & the south kingdoms, and the severe punishment they were to receive 
for their disobedience. Eventually Jerusalem was ransacked, and the people 
were exiled into Babylon, and all hope seemed lost. The temple had been 



destroyed. And they wondered how their God could rule when the temple had 
been destroyed.
But throughout it Isaiah adds in little hints of God’s promised redemption
“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with 
child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel“ (God is with us) 
Isa 7:14
In the later part of the book he focuses on God’s plan of restoration.
We see in amazing detail a picture of the coming Messiah.

One of these pictures that Isaiah paints is of a watchman on a wall, 
The watchman sees someone coming, running towards the city
And the passages reads:

[Isa. 52:7] How beautiful on the mountains
    are the feet of those who bring good news,
who proclaim peace,
    who bring good tidings,
    who proclaim salvation,
who say to Zion,
    “Your God reigns!”

Now, people’s feet weren’t exactly well kept, they didn’t have the latest Nike 
shoes to massage their feet as the walked along. So when it says, how 
beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news,
It’s not that the feet themselves are at all beautiful, they would have been 
beaten and bruise from a lifetime of harsh conditions, especially a messenger 
who would travel from city to city carrying news. They would be dirty, scared, 
bruised, crusty, and not something to gloat about. 

The reason they’re beautiful, is on account of the message they have carried.
The message is so beautiful, that even the messengers feet are considered 
beautiful.
 
Consider this:
If you lost your child in the bush, and after a couple of days you still had no 
word. And the search & rescuers still couldn’t find them, you would probably 
start to fear the worst. But if after another day a searcher crawled out of the 
dense forest covered in mud & filth and cried out, “I’ve found him, I’ve found 
him, he’s alive”, you would, without hesitation hug them and kiss them in 
shear joy of the great news, despite how fifty they may be.



Like wise, the news carried by this messenger is so good, even his filthy feet 
are beautiful.

This messenger is proclaiming peace, and salvation, and saying to the people 
“Your God reigns, Your God reigns”. Despite the conditions you’re in, your 
God reigns. And as much of the book of Isaiah speaks about, the Messiah is 
coming. The promised King is coming to set up His throne. To the exiled 
Jews, that certainly was good news.

In Isaiah 40 we see a similar picture to Isaiah 52
“O Zion, that brings good news, get thee up into the high mountain; 
O Jerusalem, that brings good news, 
lift up thy voice with strength; 
lift it up, be not afraid; 
say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God!

Behold, the Lord GOD will come with might, 
and his arm shall rule for him: 
behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him.

He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: 
he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, 
and shall gently lead those that are with young.” Isa. 40:9-11

Israel were getting this picture that God was coming to rescue her.
He was going to reign over them again

We also read in Isa. 9:2
“The people who walk in darkness Will see a great light;
Those who live in a dark land, The light will shine on them.”

To exiled Judah, this was all very good news.
Now whenever there’s a king, there’s always a forerunner. Not necessarily 
someone before the king, but rather a runner who went ahead of the king.
And in addition to showing that Israel’s king was coming, Isaiah also speaks 
of the forerunner who would come before this king to prepare His way.
Like any ancient king, they didn’t turn up anywhere without the people first 
being prepared. A forerunner would go first to inform the people and prepare 
them to receive the king. To announce their soon arrival.

I remember a similar thing at my old work place. Large companies often do 
this before the big boss visits an outlet or store, they clean up the place 



weeks in advanced to prepare the way. After all, you can’t have the big boss 
seeing the mess his company is really in. When the queen or president goes 
somewhere, there are always preparations made before-hand, to make it run 
smoothly when the ruler arrives.

In Isa. 40:3 “The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the 
way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: 
and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain:
And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 
together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.”

God was going to send a forerunner to prepare the people to received their 
king. This forerunner was going to announce the coming king and get the 
people’s hearts ready. Through many of the OT prophets, Israel gets this 
picture of the coming king. A king who would rescue them and reign over 
them. One who would rule with equity and justice (Unlike any of their past 
rulers)

So 500 plus years later, we pick this story back up in all four gospels.
As they begin to show the fulfilment of these promises and expectations.
The people were anticipating the arrival of the Messiah. For years before 
Jesus began His public ministry there would have been talk of something 
brewing, after so many years of silence. After all, some thirty years earlier on, 
their leaders had gathered together to discuss where this coming King would 
be born. The people no doubt would have been asking why Herod had 
ordered the killing of all those under two years old in and around Bethlehem? 
A horrendous slaughter like that would not have been quickly forgotten. And 
what about the rumours that wise men had seen the Messiah’s star and come 
to worship the new king. There would have been a lot of talk going around.

Then of course we have the ministry of John. Filled with the Holy Spirit in his 
mother’s womb. He was no doubt a somewhat odd looking man, eating only 
locusts and wild honey, clothed only with camels hair & a leather belt. He 
would have looked the part, after all, this was the standard outfit for a 
prophet.

But he had a powerful message “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.” (Matt. 3:2) He was announcing the coming of God’s kingdom.



And such was the glory and power of this coming king that John said: “I 
baptise you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more 
powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry.” (Matt. 3:11-12)
Or as some texts say, “Not worthy to unloose”. Undoing the masters sandals 
was always the job for the lowest slave. But John wasn’t even worthy of this, 
such was the glory of the coming King.

He was a forerunner to prepare the people, and get them ready. Calling them 
to repentance, to humble themselves so they could receive the new king.
But why did they need to repent for the coming King? Because “His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering 
his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable 
fire.” (Matt. 3:11-12)

The people were expecting Him to come with judgement to cleanse the 
nation. He was not just coming to rule, but to bring judgement on the wicked.
So the people came confessing their sins, and being baptised.

When the unrepentant rulers tried to come, John said “You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with 
repentance. And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham 
as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for 
Abraham. The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does 
not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” (Matt 3:7-10)

John was almost like what some call a “Hell fire preacher”. We was calling the 
people to get ready for the coming King.

John’s ministry of preparing the way for Jesus was of such importance, Jesus 
says “But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and one who 
is more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written,

‘Behold, I send My messenger ahead of You, 
Who will prepare Your way before You.’

Truly I say to you, among those born of women there has not arisen anyone 
greater than John the Baptist!” (Matt 11:9-11)

Next we see Jesus come on the scene, and He began to preach.
Matthew gives us the scene: Matt 4:12-17 “Now when Jesus heard that John 
had been taken into custody, He withdrew into Galilee; and leaving Nazareth, 
He came and settled in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the region of 
Zebulun and Naphtali. This was to fulfil what was spoken through Isaiah the 
prophet:



“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali,
By the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—
“The people who were sitting in darkness saw a great Light,
And those who were sitting in the land and shadow of death,
Upon them a Light dawned.”
From that time Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.””

Jesus began to preach, and His message was essentially the same as John 
had preached. “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.“
A few verses down we read (Matt. 4:23) “Jesus was going throughout all 
Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the 
kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness 
among the people.”

Jesus was traveling everywhere in Galilee announcing the good news of 
God’s kingdom. In fact so much of what He taught was related to announcing 
this kingdom.

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Mt 5:3
“Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Mt 5:10
“unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you 
will not enter the kingdom of heaven.” Mt 5:20
“But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness” Mt 6:33
“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.” Mt 7:21
The list goes on and on.

What was unexpected by the people was the way in which Jesus was 
describing this kingdom. They were expecting a mighty ruler to come and 
deliver them from the Romans. But instead, the kingdom Jesus was 
describing was different.

Not only did Jesus preach the coming of God’s kingdom, but He revealed 
through His words & His miracles that He was indeed the promised King.
And this was where many of the people were getting confused. Jesus was so 
meek, they couldn’t see how He was going to free them from Roman rule.



But Nathanael recognised who Jesus was during his first encounter. 
“Nathanael answered Him, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King 
of Israel.”
Even the mother of the sons of Zebedee knew this, that’s why she came and 
asked: “Command that in Your kingdom these two sons of mine may sit one 
on Your right and one on Your left.” I guess she was an opportunist.

The Pharisees also knew what He was claiming, that’s why they said to 
Pilate, “We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding to pay taxes 
to Caesar, and saying that He Himself is Christ, a King.”(Lk 23:2). and later 
on they cried out “We have no king but Caesar.” (Jh 19:15)

But throughout His ministry, Jesus revealed that His kingdom was not like that 
of the gentiles. His was as some call, an upside down kingdom.
- The poor would be rich
- The lowly would be exalted
- The least would be the greatest
“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great 
men exercise authority over them. It is not this way among you, but whoever 
wishes to become great among you shall be your servant, and whoever 
wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; just as the Son of Man did 
not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for 
many.” (Mt 20:25-28.)

And it is this picture that we see at the crucifixion of Jesus.
First of all His profession before Pilate that He was indeed a king, but also His 
kingdom was not of this world.
“Therefore Pilate entered again into the Praetorium, and summoned Jesus 
and said to Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Are you 
saying this on your own initiative, or did others tell you about Me?” Pilate 
answered, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests 
delivered You to me; what have You done?” 
Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this 
world, then My servants would be fighting so that I would not be handed over 
to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm.” 
Therefore Pilate said to Him, “So You are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say 
correctly that I am a king. For this I have been born, and for this I have come 
into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My 
voice.” (John 18:33-37)

As He is falsely tried & beaten, and in this His weakest moment, we see the 
amazing picture of His enthronement as it were.



- We see His crown (Not of Gold, but of sharp thorns)
- We see His royal robe (put on Him after His beating, in mockery, then torn 
off again)
- We see Him exalted (Not to a throne, but to a cross of torture and death)

Here in His weakness He conquered the world. And in His death He 
redeemed a people for Himself. We see this amazing picture of the coming 
reign of a new King

- He is announced by John, 
- He is revealed as King as He conducts His ministry
- Then unexpectedly, He is suddenly put to death.
- Unexpected even by His closest disciples.

But to their great joy, He of course rose from the dead. And He commissioned 
them to go into the world and keep proclaiming this Good News. To proclaim 
The reign of the king.
 - The king who is now seated at the right hand of the Father.
 - And who is coming soon to judge the world,
The good news that people must repent, surrender and serve this king, this 
King of Kings. It’s essential to remember, This command wasn’t only for the 
11 remaining disciples. We too, are commissioned to announce this new king
We are in fact called, not only to proclaim Him as king, but to be His 
ambassadors.

We’ve all heard the term GOOD NEWS, the greek word is “Euangelion”. It 
doesn’t just mean positive news, but it is primarily used in the context of the 
reign of a new king, or the ascent of a new sovereign.

It’s especially powerful in the context of the Isaiah passage, because these 
people were in captivity, and so for them to hear that their God was going to 
rescue them and reign over them again was exceptionally good news.
That’s why the passage in Isaiah in the greek septuagint, says: 
[Isa. 52:7] How beautiful on the mountains
    are the feet of those who bring Euangelion (good news),
who proclaim peace,
    who bring Euangelion (good tidings),
    who proclaim salvation,
who say to Zion,
    “Your God reigns!”



Can you imagine being a captive in a foreign land, at the mercy of your rulers, 
all your life servants of their rule. To hear this, to hear that your God, has 
taken the throne and is coming to rescue you. What joy would fill your heart.

Euangelion good news is more than just “good news”. It’s a particular kind of 
good news. The modern church has used this word so much that we’ve 
formed our own definition of it. But these people knew what hardship was, 
they knew what it meant to be in captivity. So when they heard of Euangelion 
(good news), it was glorious

This helps forms our understanding of how the NT uses the word.
Because all people are in fact captives, locked up under sin awaiting their 
death sentence. As Hebrews says “and might free those who through fear of 
death were subject to slavery all their lives.” It’s the same picture as Isaiah,
Our message to the world is the same. We are preaching to people who all 
their lives have been held captive in sin. Sure, most don’t see their captivity, 
or the sin. But we can bring it to light. We can show them the nature of sin, 
reveal to them the true state of their own hearts. So that as they begin to see 
their sin, and their utter hopelessness. We can bring them “Euangelion”, good 
news.

There is a King who can set them free from their captivity. And it’s not setting 
them free from an unjust captivity. The people of Israel were not unjustly 
exiled to Babylon. It was their judgement for years and years of rebellion and 
sin. But the Euangelion (good news) was news of salvation. News that God 
was rescuing them from their just deserve. That’s what makes it so much 
more the good news.

And the same is with the message we preach. Men are not held captive all 
their lives through no fault of their own. It’s entirely their fault. “For the wages 
of sin is death”. The payment for sin is death. But there is a king who can set 
them free from their captivity. Set them free from their just captivity
Which means being pardoned even though you’re guilty. Being forgiven.
And it’s not being forgiven of crimes we were never convince we even 
committed, but being forgiven of crimes that are so bad, it almost feels wrong 
to be forgiven of them. Like the thought of Hitler being forgiven just before his 
death. It’s hurts our brains to think of the mere possibility of him being 
forgiven for the crimes he committed. But the punishment for our sin, bears 
the same result as his. All sinners are condemned to the same place. We are 
not better than anyone else. But the Euangelion (good news) is, that a 
gracious King rules, who offers forgiveness to all who repent and trust in 
Him.



I trust that we have all taken up that offer, and if not, please do so 
immediately. We are to bring this Euangelion to others. We are to bring good 
news, proclaiming peace and salvation to a lost world. Paul said “For I am not 
ashamed of the Euangelion (gospel) of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believes; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” 
This good news must be preached to the lost, for it is the very power of God 
unto salvation.


