
A life built upon Christ
Last week Lionel talked about Brokenness and it’s relation to personal revival

Why is personal revival/holiness important?
God has called us out from the world
We are to be different, separated unto His use
Be holy as I am Holy
Revival should be the state of your heart & walk
Being alive in Christ

How does it effect other areas of our life & ministry?
Personal revival effects our daily living
Our relationship with God and fellow man

With that in mind, I want to look at building your life upon Christ
We will look at:

Establishing your foundation
Maintaining your foundation
Building on your foundation

1 Corinthians 3:5 What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, 
even as the Lord gave opportunity to each one. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing 
the growth. 7 So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who 
causes the growth. 8 Now he who plants and he who waters are one; but each will receive his own 
[b]reward according to his own labor. 9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s 
building.
10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a 
foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. 11 For 
no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any 
man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each man’s 
work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire 
itself will test the quality of each man’s work. 14 If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, 
he will receive a reward. 15 If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will 
be saved, yet so as through fire.
16 Do you not know that you are a [f]temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 17 If 
any man destroys the [g]temple of God, God will destroy him, for the [h]temple of God is holy, and 
[i]that is what you are.
Paul use this picture of a building that is used elsewhere in Scripture too.
1. Establishing Your Foundation

1. Christ is the only foundation
Isaiah 28:16 “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone, A costly cornerstone for 
the foundation, firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be [p]disturbed. “I will make 
justice the measuring line and righteousness the level;
2.

1. Any other foundation is false
2. Salvation in no other name



“Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s 
house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to 
prepare a place for you. If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the 
way where I am going.” Thomas *said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are 
going, how do we know the way?” Jesus *said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.
Act 4:11-13 He is the stone which was rejected by you, the builders, but which 
became the chief corner stone. And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no 
other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be 
saved.”
3. Referred to as:

1. Rock, fortress, refuge, strong tower, shield, deliverer, salvation, 
cornerstone, 

Ps 62:2 He only is my rock and my salvation, My stronghold; I shall not be 
greatly shaken.
2. He is our strength, stability, foundation

3. He is the cornerstone of our faith
Isaiah 28:16 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a 
tested stone, A costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed. He who believes in it 
will not be disturbed.
Ps 118:22 The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief corner stone.
Eph 2:20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner stone

1. (cornerstone) Everything should align back to Him
2. If our lives are crooked, it’s because we’ve lost sight of Him
3. Our WHYS must find their answer in Him

1. Why do we do this or that? [give examples]
Isaiah 28:16 therefore thus says the Lord God, “Behold, I am the one who has laid 
as a foundation in Zion, a stone, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone, of a sure 
foundation: ‘Whoever believes will not be in haste.’ And I will make justice the 
line, and righteousness the plumb line;

2. Maintaining Your Foundation
- Clearing the foundation for building
- You got saved, right foundation
- but you haven’t been building, you’ve just been existing
- now after X number of years, your foundation is hard to see because of rubbish
- we need to clear away the rubbish and start building
- starts with a sensitiveness to sin
1. Prayer

1. We must start in prayer
2. Without prayer the remaining of what i talk about will just be a self righteous 

work
3. The follow must be done with much prayer



4. The Holy Spirit needs to guide and convict you
5. He will give you the strength to clear away the rubbish
6. Don’t try in your own strength
7. On a side note regarding prayer: Lenard Ravenhill once said of corporate prayer

1. “If you want to know how popular a church is, go Sunday morning. If you 
want to know how popular the preacher is, go Sunday night. If you want 
to know how popular God is, go to the prayer meeting. And He loses 
every time”

2. Identifying & Labelling sin
1. Deliberate task of identifying sin in OUR lives

1. Label it as sin so you deal with it
1. Labelling something as just your personality, will not bring forth 

fruit and victory
2. pride, hardness, doubt, fear, self pity, grumpiness, jealousy, 

irritableness
3. Don’t minimise it, make it a big deal. (for yourself)

2. Susanna Wesley (youngest of 25 children, mother of john & charles) ~ 
Definition of sin “whatever weakens your reason, impairs the tenderness 
of your conscience, obscures your sense of God, or takes off your relish 
of spiritual things; in short, whatever increases the strength and authority 
of your body over your mind, that thing is sin to you, however innocent it 
may be in itself.”

3. Somethings you do may seem good in and of themselves, but if they 
draw you away from Jesus, run for your life.

2. It may be many or few, but there will be some (sin to deal with)
1. Some will be hidden by others [expound] [working towards the root 

causes]
1. Sin is manifest in three ways

1. Action, Inaction & Reaction
1. Action

1. Habits
2. Character traits

1. Certain forms of sarcasm
2. Belittling others
3. Anger

3. Things we plan/allow for
1. Lust
2. Sensualities
3. Revelries (parties/alcohol)
4. Gluttony

"If you play with temptation do not expect God 
will deliver you." - Mary Slessor



2. Inaction
1. Therefore, to one who knows the right thing 

to do and does not do it, to him it is sin. ~ 
James 4:17

2. No desire to help/assist/rescue
3. Apathy, Laziness, Neglect, Indifference
4. Matt 25

1. Ten Virgins (oil lamps)
2. Talents
3. Sheep & Goat (not feeding Jesus)
- What did they have in common?
- They all did the same thing
- They all did nothing!
[overview of parables]

5. Absences of love
3. Reaction (action, inaction & reaction)

1. Our reactions provide a deep analysis of 
our hearts

1. Actions can be masked & contrived
2. But re-actions are unprepared for
3. catch us off guard
4. reveal our inner character

2. Many sins are revealed in our reactions to 
others

1. Outbursts of Wrath
2. Hatred or Bitterness
3. Jealousy
4. Frustrations
5. Unkindness
6. Grumpiness
7. Doubt (promises of God) (anxiety - 

fear/lack of trust)
- “to lack confidence / to consider unlikely.”
- Zachariah doubted what Angel said about Elizabeth’s child John the Baptist 

= muted
- Doubt / James 1:5-8 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who 

gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 
But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like 
the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind. For that man ought not to 
expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, being a double-minded 
man, unstable in all his ways.

3. Identifying sin is part of the process of sanctification



4. We can’t expect a closeness with God if we ignore this
A preacher who was stone deaf was once asked why he doesn’t ask God to be 
healed. The man said he didn’t want to be healed. “Why don’t you want to be 
healed”, I remember before I was deaf all the silly things Christians use to talk 
about, and I don’t want to go back to that.”
5. We need to consider the things we talk about & spend our time doing.
6. Sin will destroy you if you don’t deal with it

1. Here are 3 things that result from sin:
1. A Hardened heart
2. Blinded eyes
3. An open door to more sin

2. It hardens the heart
1. Sears/dulls the conscience
2. Much harder to reach older people (not impossible, but deeper 

root of sin)
3. It blinds the eye

1. No longer see it’s sinfulness
2. No longer blush at it
3. No longer avoid it (blind)
4. Struggle to identify it

4. It opens the door to more sin
1. Once you fall in to one sin, the next one down the path is that 

much closer
Psalm 15
Who may worship in your sanctuary, Lord?
Who may enter your presence on your holy hill?
Those who lead blameless lives and do what is right,
speaking the truth from sincere hearts.
Those who refuse to gossip or harm their neighbours
or speak evil of their friends.
Those who despise flagrant sinners,
and honour the faithful followers of the Lord,
and keep their promises even when it hurts.
Those who lend money without charging interest,
and who cannot be bribed to lie about the innocent.
Such people will stand firm forever.
2. Are these just poetic words to make us feel warm and fuzzy

1. Or do we take it seriously,



2. Does it cause us to cry out to God to make our hearts like 
that

5. 5th-ly, Sin Disables the fear of God
1. Whether it’s a cause or a result, or a catch 22…

1. Sin goes hand in hand with a lack of the fear of God
2. The f.o.G. is critical to the Christian life
3. When that no longer remains, we will fall in to anything
4. We need to cultivate the f.o.G.

1. Meditate on His holiness
2. Meditate on His judgements
3. Meditate on His power
4. Meditate on His Righteousness

5. When we have a right view of God
1. It will correct our view of sin

6. Without a fear of God, accompanied by a worship of God
- we will fall into various forms of idolatry
1. Idolatry is spiritual prostitution [Israel O.T.]
2. When our reverence of God is gone, other things will take 

over
3. Ehp 5:5 For a greedy person is an idolater, worshipping 

the things of this world.
4. We all worship something [Rom 1:18-25]
5. Food, Sport, T.V, Celebrities, Alcohol, Sensuality

We will not have revival in our hearts while we have idols in there.
3. Confess our sin (1. Pray, 2. Identify, 3. Confess)

1. Requires honesty & humility  before God
2. 1 John 1:5-10 This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to 

you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we 
have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not 
practice the truth; 7 but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us 
from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the 
truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we 
have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in us.

3. Sure He already knows, but He wants us to confess.
1. You can know something in your mind, but not be sincere enough to 

confess it
2. Think of the child that needs to say sorry to their sibling

1. You can see them trying to say it, but their pride is too unwilling, 
they don’t mean it, so the mouth struggles to say it.

2. There is something about confessing, vocalising it



1. If we can’t bring ourselves to do that, we’re not really sorry 
for it then

3. Confess one to another… James 5:16 Therefore, confess your sins to 
one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed. The 
effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.

1. Why is it we don’t like confessing our sins to another person?
1. Pride
2. Embarrassment (pride)
3. Humiliation (pride)
4. Self preservation (pride)
5. They won’t understand (we’re better than them) (pride)

4. Repentance (after confess)
- Repentance is an often missed and forgotten part of the Christian life
- Repentance is not something we only do when we first get saved
- We must continue repenting/yielding/humbling
1. Stop
2. Turn
3. Go

1. Fruits worthy of repentance
2. Put off, put on / Eph 4:25-28 (put off lying, put on truth. put off stealing, 

put on giving)
5. Repeat process for rest of your life

3. Building Your Foundation
1 Cor 3:10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a 
foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. For no 
man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man 
builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man’s work will 
become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will 
test the quality of each man’s work. If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will 
receive a reward. If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, 
yet so as through fire.

1. Wood/Hay/Stubble
1. Self

1. Own desires [do it for the pleasure]
2. Ambitions [do it for the position] [I am the CEO of Christians 

Incorporated]
3. Pragmatism [do it for the numbers] [numbers are good right?]
4. Legalism [do it for the looks] [I am so holy, look at me]

2. Gold & Silver
1. Christ

1. Dependance on Christ
1. Not my will but thine be done



2. Reliance on Him, not self
3. Self denial

2. Love for Christ
1. We build with love
2. God’s glory

3. Love for those He loves
1. Considering others above ourselves
2. Poor and needy
3. Down and out

3. What happens to these elements when they encounter fire?
1. Wood/Hay/Stubble

1. own desires, ambitions, pragmatism, legalism?
1. When the times get tough
2. When persecution & tribulation comes

1. What happens to ambitions & pragmatism then
2. Silver & God

1. dependance on Christ, love for Christ, love for others?
1. When times get tough, you draw nearer to Christ, because He’s 

all that matters.
2. “Divine life must be the very staple of our life, not merely it’s 

seasoning. Sin, as such, the least taint of sin, must be viewed 
with horror, and cast away as we do a rotten egg.” - Theodore 
Monod

4. Inspecting Your Foundation
1. Do we feel like your living in the fullness of what God has to offer?
2. As Ravenhill once said "Are the things you are living for, worth Christ dying for?”

Do we think that when we see Jesus we’re going to run up to Him and give Him a hive-five and 
say, good to see you Jesus. When in reality we will fall down on our faces prostrate as a dead 
men.
“Lord you died for me, but I’m not dying for you. We say, Lord help me to live. He doesn’t want you 
to live for Him, He wants you to die to Him. ” L.Ravenhill.
“We want God to bless us because we give Him a dollar in the Sunday morning offering”. 
L.Ravenhill
One time when Fanny Crosby was receiving some sympathy from someone who was saying to her 
“You’ve been blind all your 84 years, and it’s a great pity, I don’t know why the Lord let this happen, 
you’ve missed so much, it’s such a disadvantage to be blind.” She replied and said, “it’s a great 
advantage to be blind, don’t you realise that the first face I will ever see will be His face.”

Are we longing to see Him, or hoping He delays His coming so we can indulge ourselves?


