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Centerra Gold and Thompson Creek Announcement
On July 5, 2016 it was announced that Thompson Creek Metals Company 
(“Thompson Creek”) has entered into a definitive arrangement agreement, 
whereby Centerra Gold Inc. (“Centerra”) will acquire all of the issued and 
outstanding shares of Thompson Creek. The process is anticipated to 
take several months to complete due to prescribed legal processes and a 
required shareholder vote. Thompson Creek will hold a special meeting of 
shareholders on October 18, 2016 and the transaction is expected to close 
on or about October 20, 2016. A press release will be issued once the 
transaction has closed.
Over the coming months, Mount Milligan will continue to run our business 
in the safe, efficient and focused manner that we always have. 
To read the full news release, visit 
thompsoncreekmetals.com/index.php/investor/news-releases/2016/305-centerra-gold-and-
thompson-creek-announce-transformational-business-combination

Secondary Crushing Circuit
Throughout 2016, Mount Milligan has been working on the installation 
of a permanent secondary crushing circuit, designed to increase the 
throughput of our processing plant. After a diligent bidding process, Prince 
George-based companies Salem Contracting and Lakewood Electric 
where chosen to construct the circuit. Construction commenced in the 
spring of 2016, with the goal of having the circuit operational in the fourth 
quarter of this year. 

MOUNT MILLIGAN Update

Every spring the Mount Milligan Environmental Department conducts a rainbow 
trout spawning study in the streams of Alpine Lake, next to the mine site. This 
is done to examine the habitat that fish are using for spawning, the number of 
spawning trout in the Alpine Lake system and the general health of the trout. 

On April 22, 2016 at Kwah Hall in Fort St. James, Thompson Creek joined 
with Nak’azdli Whut’en Chief, Council and Band members to celebrate the 
signing of an Impact Benefit Agreement.  

This significant achievement came after many months of 
work on both sides, and is an important step forward for 
the relationship between Mount Milligan and 
Nak’azdli Whut’en.   

HOOP NETTING IN Alpine Lake Streams

Hoop nets, which are long cylindrical nets with 
funneled openings, are placed in the creeks and 
fish are captured as they swim both upstream and 
down. Nets are checked daily and captured fish 
are measured, weighed, and checked for spawning 
condition. Samples of fish scales are collected for 
aging analysis and fish are tagged with Passive 
Integrated Transponder (PIT) tags. Each PIT tag 
carries a unique code that enables the team to 
identify the fish again in the future and track its 
growth.  Fish are then released back into the stream 
to continue their journey to spawning grounds. 

Thompson Creek 
CEO, Jacques 
Perron and Nak’azdli 
Whut’en Chief, 
Fred Sam celebrate 
the signing of the 
Impact Benefit 
Agreement.

Mount Milligan 
Community Project Fund
We are very proud to be supporting the following 
projects through the Mount Milligan Community 
Project Fund:  
• Nechako White Sturgeon Recovery Initiative
• The KEY Resource Centre in Fort St. James
• Nechako Environment & Water Stewardship Society

The Community Project Fund is a part of the Mount 
Milligan Legacy Program and was established to 
support community development activities within 
our local region.  

AN IMPORTANT  PARTNERSHIP
with Nak’azdli Whut’en 
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SAG Mill
The first mill that rock passes through at Mount Milligan is a Semi-Autogenous Grinding Mill, 
or SAG Mill. It is one of the largest gearless grinding mills in North America and inside, 5.5” 
steel balls are used to break apart rock.

Mill Operators are 
responsible for the day-to-day 

operations in the mill. They control the 
machinery in the plant and make the 

minute-to-minute decisions required to 
keep the mill running smoothly 

and efficiently.   
Chris Fitzpatrick & Richard Watson,

 Mill Operations 

The Mill Superintendent 
oversees all operations in the mill 
and is responsible for long-term 

planning, working closely with the 
Mill Maintenance department. 

Kevin Gannon, Mill Operations 
Superintendent

The Mill Maintenance department is 
made up of maintenance planners and trades people

 including, millwrights, welders, electricians and 
instrumentation technicians. They are responsible for all 

repairs to mill equipment, performing preventative maintenance 
and all mechanical and electrical improvements to machinery. 

Thomas Hopkins - Fabricator, Richard Sherman - Electrician,
Ken Beckley - Millwright

Metallurgists oversee the 
processes by which copper and gold 
are separated from the rock material 
entering the mill.  They analyze the 

performance of the mill and calculate 
the amount of copper and gold Mount 

Milligan generates each day. 
Mamadou Diop, Metallurgist

FLOTATION Cells
In the flotation circuit, reagents 
are added to a mixture of rock 
and water, called slurry, in order 
to separate the copper and gold 
from the rest of the rock material.  
Passing from tank to tank, the 
concentrations of copper and gold 
are increased, as waste material is 
separated out.

FILTER Press
After leaving the flotation circuit, the copper and gold mixture 
enters a large press which removes most of the water added  
                           during processing. This leaves a fine, powder-like 
                               material called copper and gold concentrate.

CONCENTRATE Trucks
Once the water has been removed, the 
copper and gold concentrate is loaded into 
trucks and sent to a load-out facility in 
Mackenzie, BC.  From there, the concentrate 
is put into rail cars and sent to the Port of 
Vancouver bound for markets in Asia.  

MOUNT MILLIGAN MILL
The Mount Milligan Mill processes approximately 60,000 tonnes per day of 
material collected from the mine’s open pit. Conveyor belts move rock from 
the ore stockpile into the mill. Once inside, the rock material moves through 
a series of grinding mills, breaking it into smaller and smaller pieces. Material is then processed by passing through a flotation 
circuit that separates copper and gold from waste rock. The copper and gold concentrate is pressed to eliminate excess water, 
creating a fine, powder-like material which is then stockpiled and moved offsite by ore trucks.

BALL Mill
After passing through the SAG Mill, 
rock moves into one of two ball mills. 
In these mills, 3.5” grinding material is 
used to further break apart the rock 
before it enters the flotation circuit 
for further processing.

ASSAY Lab
Mount Milligan’s Assay Lab is where all chemical analysis is performed on the rock material from 
the pit. Assayers work closely with the Metallurgical department, conducting tests that look to 
improve mill processes.
Kay Strowbridge, Senior Assayer

CONCENTRATE
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For more information about Mount Milligan’s community activities, contact Joanna Miller at communityrelations@tcrk.com 
To learn more about Corporate Responsibility at Thompson Creek Metals Company, 
please visit thompsoncreekmetals.com/responsibility  

Family Day at 
MOUNT MILLIGAN
Thank you to all of the friends and family members
who came out to celebrate Mount Milligan’s 
Family Day this summer!  

MORE information...

mailto:communityrelations%40tcrk.com%20?subject=
http://thompsoncreekmetals.com/responsibility

