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PRIME TIME TELEVISION PROGRAM 

OVERVIEW 
The Bell Media Prime Time Television Program is a 5 ½ month, full-time program. It offers complete 
immersion in episodic television writing and professional dramatic series development. It has achieved 
a high level of recognition and success within the industry as an impressive source for trained and 
professional series writers and newly developed projects for the television marketplace.  

The program balances the collaborative work of the story department and commercial aspects of the 
television industry, with the nurturing of individual creative aspirations and the development of 
innovative television projects. The team-based approach to series writing is delivered under the 
mentorship of an experienced television Executive Producer. An evolving series of exercises, case 
studies, workshops, business and individual sessions enhance the "on the job" approach of the 
program, provide real exposure to practical issues, and help develop and package the writer’s own 
original series. These activities deliver the highest level of teaching, content development, professional 
advancement and entrepreneurial know-how.  

• We develop a writer’s technical and collaborative skills, providing them with a thorough 
understanding of the tools required for episodic television, while refining and challenging them 
creatively in an intensely demanding and professional environment.  

• We expose writers to a myriad of television practices and players, broadening their perspectives, 
creating a forum for the exchange of ideas and information, and increasing professional 
relationship building.  

• We provide writers with the tools and resources to help market their skills and establish 
themselves in the business.  

Open to between 6-8 talented writers/emerging TV creators per year from across Canada, entry into 
this program is extremely competitive. The CFC has a rigorous application and selection process which 
ensures a high calibre of writers while attracting and reflecting talent from diverse cultural, regional, 
creative, and business backgrounds. Applicants must be Canadian Citizens or hold a valid Permanent 
Residence Status in Canada in order to be eligible to apply.
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CURRICULUM INFORMATION 
The Bell Media Prime Time Television Program is tailored to address the individual’s creative & craft 
needs as well as the industry’s ever-changing marketplace & business practices. We therefore train on 
an individual, discipline-specific and story department level as follows:  

1. Collaborative Skills Development: 

• Writers find out what it takes to work in the intensely collaborative environment of a real story 
department. 

• We heighten the individual’s ability to negotiate creative and business relationships while gaining a 
deeper understanding of what different writers and broadcasters can bring to a project.  

• Collaboration extends beyond the immediate story team and into the CFC Film and New Media 
Programs and television community, working with other business, creative, technical and 
production professionals.  

2. Craft Skills and Series Development: 

• Building confidence through constant exercising of skills, both in the room and on the page.  

• Managing multiple storylines, delivering beat sheets, series arcs, outlines and scripts for the 
Executive Producer’s show.  

• Strengthening dramatic writing skills through in-depth story editing sessions. 

• Helping writers to build their own new series concepts, develop pilot scripts & pitch packages for 
market consideration.  

• Testing their original series material out in the marketplace.  

3. Business/Career Management Skills: 

• We facilitate introductions and relationship building with key players, including broadcasters, 
production companies, funding agencies, talent agents and senior writers. 

• We increase their working knowledge of how to manage themselves, their time and business. 

• We provide them with access to tools and knowledge which enable them to market their skills, 
establish themselves professionally, effectively launch their projects and/or build their business.  

4. The final element of our training is nurturing their vision. Individual mentorship, constant self analysis 
and critical feedback are central to developing a writer’s creative integrity and are woven in 
throughout every stage of the program.  
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We deliver on all four of these elements through story department interaction, case studies, series 
project development, individual mentorship, workshops and business/career planning sessions as 
outlined below: 

THE STORY DEPARTMENT 

A true to life experience, the Bell Media Prime Time Television Program puts writers through the 
rigours and discipline of series television with real turnaround expectations. 
 
The Executive Producer in Residence introduces and etches out their show, the characters and the 
stories, strategically building their concept with the story department to the beat sheet stage. Writers 
will, as a member of the story department, write and re-write non-stop, balancing story editing notes, 
broadcaster feedback and potential production concerns. The Executive Producer works closely with 
their team of writers to reach solid third drafts of the scripts and put them to the test with 
professionally cast actor readings.  

In the final stretch, the story department assembles the material for packaging and presentation. 

WORKSHOPS, CASE STUDIES, BUSINESS & CAREER PLANNING SESSIONS 

In-depth workshops, case studies and business/career planning sessions with key industry players: 

• Delve into key aspects of the craft 

• Explore differing creative processes and relationships 

• Provide access to detailed information about the development, financing, production and 
broadcasting of series 

• Provide in-depth exposure to alternative and innovative TV models 

The program focuses on significantly advancing the writers’ original series through various stages of 
development, using professional standards and preparing them and their portfolio of material for the 
marketplace.  

ORIGINAL SERIES PROJECT DEVELOPMENT  

Writers develop their ideas through a rigorous and highly productive series of group and individual 
story editing sessions, rewriting & packaging assignments. They are constantly pitching, turning around 
written material, round-tabling it for feedback, re-writing and analyzing the work in terms of its design, 
impact and feasibility.  
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PRODUCTIONS/TV TEASERS 

The writers have the opportunity to showcase their own series idea through a modest production 
component called TV TEASERS, a simple 3-minute, professionally cast & crewed snapshot of the 
writers’ original series. Teasers are condensed trailers based on the characters and stories in their 
original series material, intended as a promotional tool for the writers’ talent and their series. These 
productions put into play the same creative, collaborative and pragmatic challenges inherent in any 
television production experience.  

These practical and rigorous production exercises involve pitching, development, casting, prep, editing 
and packaging.  

MENTORS, WORKSHOP LEADERS & GUESTS  
The CFC draws on an ever-expanding pool of working professionals from across Canada, and around 
the world who are committed to training the next generation of television talent. Residents will learn 
from a broad range of creators and TV professionals, and work closely with industry experts, guests, 
staff and mentors.  

Our faculty includes mentors, short term contracted workshop leaders and over 90 guests. Along with 
the day to day guidance and support from the Professionals in Residence (mentors) and senior 
Program Staff, hands-on training and individual mentorship is significantly enhanced by our industry 
guest workshops, case studies and business sessions.  

The guest list differs from year to year to reflect the latest changes in the television industry. 

OVERVIEW OF SELECTION PROCESS 
A selection committee comprised of television creators and key program staff will review applicant 
materials and participate in the entire review process. 

Applicants whose submissions have not been advanced to the interview stage will be notified by 
electronic mail. We apologize, but we are not able to provide results or feedback by telephone. 

Short-listed applicants will be notified by phone of interview dates and times. 

Whenever possible, the CFC sets up in-person interviews with those applicants based outside of 
Ontario. At minimum, phone interviews are conducted. 

The interview marks the final stage of the selection process and is intended to clarify each applicant’s 
expectations and to assist the committee in determining which candidates will best contribute to and 
benefit from the program’s design. 
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A Scholarship & Bursaries list and a CFC scholarship application form will be distributed to applicants 
invited to the interview stage. 

2017 APPLICATON FEE: $100.00 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: FRIDAY, MAY 12TH, 2017 - BY 5:00PM EST 

2017 PROGRAM FEE: $6,000.00 

PROGRAM DATES: SEPTEMBER 18TH, 2017 – MARCH 5TH, 2018 
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PRIME TIME APPLICATION DETAILS 

APPLICANTS PLEASE NOTE: 

• All application materials must be submitted electronically via our online application. Our Online 
applicaton is located on our website on the Bell Media Prime Time TV Program > Apply page. 

• Only required documents as listed will be reviewed. Do not submit demo reels or any additional 
materials.  

• A $100.00 application processing fee is payable via credit card payment or paypal at the end of our 
online application, reached by clicking the ‘proceed to payment’ button. 

• Our online application system requires you to complete your application in full and submit your 
payment before your application can be processed. You can start and save your application as 
many times as you’d like by clicking on the ‘Save my progress’ box on the application. Incomplete 
applications will not be considered. 

• All script materials must be in proper screenplay format and cannot be co-written. 

• All items must be uploaded as separate PDF documents. 

• Materials should be clearly marked with your name, title and draft date on every page. 

• The deadline to submit your application is: Friday, May 12th, 2017 by 5:00PM EST 

•  For questions contact Dena Razapoor: drazapoor@cfccreates.com 

• or call (416) 445 – 1446 ext 224 

CFC TV 

2489 Bayview Ave 

Toronto, Ontario 

M2L 1A8 
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CHECKLIST OF REQUIRED MATERIALS  

THE FOLLOWING MATERIALS ARE REQUIRED AND MUST BE INCLUDED IN YOUR  
ONLINE APPLICATION: 

¨ Online Application Form completed and submitted. 

¨ Application Fee Payment (fee payment located on the last page of the online application). 

¨ Letter of Intent: please outline what you hope to achieve by attending the program, both 
within the program and after. Include your thoughts about your skill needs and how you 
plan to polish those skills within the program. Please also include at least a paragraph that 
details how and where your creative ideas come from, what you are inspired by and what 
you feel are the most important elements of any television series. 

¨ Curriculum Vitae: more comprehensive than a resume, your CV should include summaries 
of relevant duties performed in jobs listed. Keep it relevant, no more than 2–3 pages. Be 
sure to identify whether a project is in development or has been produced. 

¨ Letters of Reference (two required) should be from someone in the film/television industry 
who knows of and supports your writing talent. Letters should be addressed to the ‘Prime 
Time Television Program Selection Committee’. 

¨ Top 10 TV List (your 10 all-time favourite television programs). 

¨ Spec script for an existing television series (half-hour or one-hour, comedy or drama), 
clearly marked including identifying title page with your name, title and draft date on every 
script page. Cannot be co-written. 

¨ One paragraph synopsis of that spec script. 

¨ One paragraph synopsis of a secondary spec script for an existing series which you hope to 
develop in the future. 

¨ Writing sample: Original Series pilot script  (half-hour or one-hour, comedy or drama), 
clearly marked including identifying title page with your name, title and draft date on every 
script page. Cannot be co-written.  

¨ One paragraph synopsis of that original series writing sample. 

¨ One paragraph synopses of two original television series ideas you are interested in 
developing.  Please include at the bottom of each synopsis your target audience, including 
what broadcasters you feel would best be suited for these series. 

¨ Self-Identification Questionnaire. 

 


