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Eight New Directors Elected to CFC Board of Directors 
 
October 1, 2020 
 

 
 
Neishaw Ali 
 
As a founding Partner, President and Executive Producer of SPIN VFX, Neishaw Ali has 
been working in the film and television industry for more than 30 years. 
 
Her creativity and leadership have produced an expansive body of work, including 
more than 150 feature films and 32 television series. Her television credits include the 
Emmy award-winning series Game of Thrones (HBO) and The Umbrella Academy 
(Netflix), and film credits such as the Academy Award-winning biopic Spotlight (First 
Look), Zombieland 2: Double Tap (Columbia Pictures), and In the Tall Grass 
(Copperheart Entertainment). 
 
Neishaw represents the local film and animation industry as the Co-Chair for the 
Computer Animation Studios of Ontario (CASO), and continues to serve the greater 
community as a member of various film boards, including the Visual Effects Society 
and the Academy of Canadian Cinema & Television. 
 
Neishaw is also a founding Partner and President of sister companies SPINVR, 
dedicated to virtual and augmented reality technology, and advertising post-
production studio, JAXX. 
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Tassie Cameron 
 
Tassie Cameron is a Gemini and Canadian Screen Award-winning screenwriter who has 
written for television series, MOWs, mini-series, and feature films. 
 
Co-creator and co-showrunner of the new cop series Lady Dicks (airing on CBC, 
winter 2021), Tassie was also the co-showrunner and executive producer on the 
critically acclaimed, three-season trilogy of Mary Kills People (Cameron Pictures Inc, 
eOne), for Global TV and Lifetime. An executive producer on Cameron Pictures’ two-
season comedy series for CBC, Little Dog, Tassie is also an executive producer on 
Nurses (Global), and on Private Eyes, Jason Priestly’s hit PI series for Global.   
 
Tassie was the creator, showrunner, and executive producer of ABC’s 2017 limited 10-
part series Ten Days in the Valley (starring Kyra Sedgwick). Before that, she was the 
co-creator, executive producer and showrunner on the hit series, Rookie Blue, which 
ran for six seasons on Global and ABC, and which has aired around the world.  
 
Co-executive producer on the first season of CTV’s hit series, Flashpoint, Tassie’s 
other credits include Would Be Kings, The Eleventh Hour, Degrassi: The Next 
Generation, Tom Stone, Wild Roses, Fast Food High, Raising the Bar, Cake, and 
Working Title’s adaptation of Margaret Atwood’s The Robber Bride. 
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Tassie’s numerous awards include: the Gemini Award for The Eleventh Hour, WIFT-T’s 
2009 Creative Excellence Award, the WGC’s 2011 Showrunner Award, the CSA’s 2015 
Margaret Collier Award for Lifetime Achievement, and the CFC’s 2019 Award for 
Creative Excellence. 
 
Tassie has an Honours BA in English from the University of Toronto, a Masters in Film 
from NYU, and is a proud graduate of the Canadian Film Centre. 
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Stéphane Cardin 
 
Stéphane Cardin is a forward-thinking industry executive with more than 20 years of 
experience in the cultural sector. He excels at the development of strategic policies for 
the creative industries, and has consistently demonstrated strength in relationship-
building and managing diverse stakeholder interests. 
 
In September 2018, Stéphane joined Netflix as Director, Public Policy for Canada. He 
works with government and industry partners to promote policies that maximize 
Netflix's ability to create and innovate, and to showcase the quality and diversity of 
Canadian stories and storytellers. 
 
Prior to that, Stéphane successively held the position of VP, Industry and Public Affairs 
at the Canada Media Fund (CMF) which finances the development, production, 
marketing and export of audiovisual content, including films, television, games, 
webseries, and immersive content. In this role, he led strategic policy and program 
development; maintained an ongoing dialogue with industry and government 
stakeholders, including the CMF’s private and public funders; and reinforced the 
positioning of the CMF within the industry, the media and the Canadian public. 
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Previously, Stéphane was Director of Tax Credits with Quebec's cultural funding 
agency, Société de développement des entreprises culturelles (SODEC), and was a 
member of SODEC's management committee. During his tenure in that role, he led 
the establishment of tax-based incentives across several cultural industries, including 
foreign location shooting, digital animation and visual effects, music (recordings and 
live shows) and book publishing.  
 
Stéphane serves on the boards of the Canadian Film Centre and the Cuisine, Cinéma 
& Confidences film festival in Baie Saint-Paul, Quebec. 
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Dr. Shirley Cheechoo CM 
 
Shirley Cheechoo is a residential school warrior, who was pulled out of a self-
destructive path when the late artist Tom Peltier introduced her to the arts. Shirley 
went on to become an alumna of the prestigious Canadian Film Centre, Sundance Film 
Institute and the Banff Centre. She is the first First Nation female to write, produce 
and direct a dramatic feature film. 
 
Shirley is the recipient of the 2008 National Aboriginal Achievement Award for Arts, 
and has received more than 21 awards and recognition for her feature films, television 
movie, documentaries, and short films. She was conferred an Honorary Doctorate of 
Letters, Laurentian University, Sudbury, ON. Shirley was motivated by what she deems 
as her ‘frustration as a mother and as a native woman, in seeing the constant failure of 
Aboriginal people to thrive and live, dream and hope.’ She decided to do her part in 
changing that through film and television. She founded De-ba-jeh-mu-jig Theatre 
Group and Weengushk Film Institute. Recently, Shirley was appointed as Chancellor of 
Brock University in 2015 and founded Weengushk International Film Festival in 2017. 
 
 



 
 
 

 7 

 
 
Clement Virgo 
 
Clement Virgo is a CFC graduate and one of Canada's foremost film directors. His TV 
directing credits include The Wire, Billions, American Crime, Empire, and Greenleaf, on 
which he served as director and executive producer with Oprah Winfrey. Greenleaf 
won the NAACP award for best drama series in 2019. 
 
In 2015 he directed, co-wrote, and executive produced the miniseries adaptation of 
The Book of Negroes, which debuted to record-breaking numbers on the CBC and 
BET in the U.S. and was nominated for two U.S. Critics Choice Television Awards and 
shortlisted for a Peabody Award. Virgo’s additional accolades include four 2015 
NAACP Image Award Nominations, including a win for Best Screenplay, and a DGC 
Award for Directing for Television Movie/Miniseries for The Book of Negroes. 
 
Virgo’s feature films have premiered at TIFF, Sundance, and Berlin film festivals. His 
movies include Poor Boy's Game, Lie with Me, and Love Come Down. Virgo's first 
feature RUDE, made through the CFC Feature Film Project, premiered at the 1995 
Cannes Film Festival. 
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He's currently prepping his next feature film, Brother, and co-show running the 
upcoming Netflix series Bloom for Michelle and Barack Obama's Higher Ground 
Productions. 
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Raja Khanna 
 
Raja Khanna is the CEO of Dark Slope, an extended reality company he co-founded to 
develop spatial computing technologies to power the next generation of immersive 
learning and entertainment. He is the former CEO, Television & Digital of Blue Ant 
Media, where he oversaw the company’s growth from inception to becoming a global 
media producer, distributor, AVOD network and broadcaster.  
 
At Blue Ant Media, Raja led all aspects of the company’s growth across global 
production (with offices spanning Asia, Europe and North America) and across several 
digital content initiatives, including leading the company to become one of the largest 
YouTube gaming networks in the world. Previously, he was the co-founder of 
QuickPlay Media, a technology company enabling TV-everywhere services for global 
telecom companies. QuickPlay was acquired by AT&T. Raja is active on the boards of 
OCADU Co and FortyTwo Properties, a real estate company he co-founded focusing 
on developing real estate for creative industries. He lives in Toronto with his partner, 
their two kids and Lovely Louis, his favourite guitar.  
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Anne Loi 
 
Anne Loi, EVP M&A and Chief Commercial Officer, Wildbrain, works closely with 
senior management and the Company’s talented content teams to help drive 
WildBrain’s leading slate of kids’ and family shows. 
 
She oversees content and IP investment, key external partnerships, and business 
analytics in addition to her responsibilities in mergers and acquisition activities. Anne 
has been a core member of WildBrain’s leadership team since the Company’s 
founding in 2006, coming over with DECODE Entertainment when it merged with 
Halifax Film to form WildBrain’s predecessor, DHX Media. 
 
Prior to joining WildBrain, Anne was Vice-President of Financial Strategy at Extend 
Media and before that, she held various management positions at IMG Group (now 
Lavalife), Proctor & Gamble and Deloitte. 
 
She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from Western University and an MBA from the 
Rotman School of Management. 
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Ana Serrano 
 
Ana Serrano is the President & Vice Chancellor of OCAD University. Formerly the 
Chief Digital Officer of the Canadian Film Centre and Founder of CFC Media Lab, 
Serrano has more than 20 years of experience building award-winning digital 
products, securing millions of dollars of investment for innovation programs from both 
the public and private sectors, creating global strategic alliances with diverse networks 
of digital business and creative leaders, and starting new ventures from the ground up. 
  
Alongside this deep experience in digital arts, culture, media and entertainment, 
Serrano is an active participant and actor in the emerging democracy sector. She is 
currently the Co-Chair of the Open Democracy Project and Co-Director of 
DemocracyXChange, and is on the board of the Centre for Mindfulness Studies, 
working to increase capacity for mental wellness in various communities, including the 
social service sector.  
Serrano has received numerous awards from the digital media, film, and theatre 
industries in both Canada and the U.S., including a Digital Media Trailblazing Award in 
2015 from the Academy of Canadian Cinema & Television, a Best Canadian Feature 
Film Award from the International Reel Asian Film Festival for her own transmedia 
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production Prison Dancer: The Musical, and a Jim Blackaby Ingenuity Award for 
Body/Mind/Change.  
 
In 2018, Serrano received the insignia of Chevalier de l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres 
(Order of Arts and Letters) from the French government.  
 
She is an active board member of the Canadian Museum for Human Rights, an 
Executive Member of the International Academy of Digital Arts & Sciences (IADAS), 
which presents the Webbys, and frequently speaks at digital media and film festivals 
around the world about the creation and business of digital entertainment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


