
 
 
 

 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 

Award-Winning Writer/Producer Bruce Smith to Lead Story Room 
for 2019 Bell Media Prime Time TV Program 

 
Toronto, September 5, 2019 – The Canadian Film Centre (CFC) and Bell Media are pleased to 
welcome one of Canada’s top drama showrunners Bruce Smith as the Executive Producer in 
Residence of the 2019 Bell Media Prime Time TV Program. From September to December 
2019, Smith will lead the story room as well as the six television writers selected to participate 
in this year’s program as they work together to develop Smith’s original series. 
 
“Bruce Smith is one of Canada’s preeminent showrunners and an award-winning writer of 
immeasurable talent,” says Tom Hastings, Director, Original Programming, Bell Media. “A 
passionate storyteller universally respected for his generosity and advocacy of emerging talent, 
his friends at Bell Media could not be more thrilled to have him join the CFC program as this 
year’s Executive Producer in Residence.” 
 
Bruce Smith was most recently creator and showrunner of Street Legal on CBC. Previously, he 
was the showrunner of CTV's award-winning drama 19-2 and of Cracked (CBC). Over its four-
season run, 19-2 earned more than 30 Canadian Screen Awards nominations, including the win 
for Best Dramatic Series in 2016, when it was also nominated for an International Emmy in the 
same category. Additionally, Smith has worked as a writer/producer on numerous dramas, 
including Durham County (HBO CANADA), and has penned multiple award-winning MOWs 
and miniseries, including The Sleep Room (CBC), Prairie Giant: The Tommy Douglas Story 
(CBC), The Investigation (CTV), and John A: Birth of a Country (CBC), for which he won a 2013 
Canadian Screen Award. Smith has received three WGC Screenwriting Awards, including the 
WGC Showrunner Award in 2015 and the McGrath Service Award in 2019. 
 
“I'm excited to be going to the CFC. This class brings together a group of exceptionally 
talented writers with a wide variety of experience and each with a strong, distinctive voice,” 
added Smith. “I look forward to putting them through the wringer.”  
 
The 2019 Bell Media Prime Time TV Program participants are: 
 

• Henry Campbell (BC) 
• Imogen Grace (ON) 
• Amy Halloran (QC) 
• Rose Napoli (ON) 
• Lori-Ann Russell (ON) 

http://cfccreates.com/residents/561
http://cfccreates.com/residents/565
http://cfccreates.com/residents/563
http://cfccreates.com/residents/560
http://cfccreates.com/residents/564
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• Ian Steaman (ON) 
 
This year’s program begins on September 23, 2019. The Bell Media Prime Time TV Program, 
now in its 20th year, delivers a real-world story room experience and an intense professional 
and project development process for six TV writers a year. The program has attracted some of 
Canada’s most prolific and successful showrunners to lead the story room as Executive 
Producer in Residence, including Michael MacLennan, Karen Walton, Brad Wright, Dennis 
Heaton and Alexandra Zarowny. The program has played a vital role in developing numerous 
hit series through its story room, including Travelers and the Emmy Award-winning series 
Orphan Black. Learn more about the program here. 
 
Social Media Links 
 
CFC 
Twitter/Instagram: @cfccreates 
Facebook: facebook.com/cfccreates 
Instagram: cfccreates 
 
Bell Media 
Twitter: @BellMediaPR 
Facebook: facebook.com/bellmediainc 
 
About CFC 
The Canadian Film Centre (CFC) is a charitable cultural organization that supports, develops 
and accelerates the content, careers and companies of Canadian creative and entrepreneurial 
talent in the screen-based and digital industries. Its uniquely designed programs and 
initiatives span film, television, screen acting, screen composing and songwriting, and 
innovative work in the digital media and entertainment technology industries, all of which 
continue to push boundaries and generate world-class content, products and companies for 
the global marketplace. cfccreates.com. 
 
About Bell Media 
Bell Media is Canada’s leading content creation company with premier assets in television, 
radio, out-of-home advertising, digital media, and more. Bell Media owns 30 local television 
stations led by CTV, Canada's highest-rated television network; 29 specialty channels, 
including leading specialty services TSN and RDS. Bell Media is Canada's largest radio 
broadcaster, with 215 music channels including 109 licensed radio stations in 58 markets across 
the country, all part of the iHeartRadio brand and streaming service. Bell Media owns Astral, an 
out-of-home advertising network of 50,000 faces in five provinces. Bell Media also operates 
more than 200 websites; video streaming services including Crave, TSN Direct, and RDS Direct; 

http://cfccreates.com/residents/562
http://cfccreates.com/programs/15-bell-media-prime-time-tv-program
https://twitter.com/cfccreates
https://www.facebook.com/cfccreates
http://instagram.com/cfccreates
https://twitter.com/BellMediaPR
https://www.facebook.com/bellmediainc/
http://cfccreates.com/
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and multi-channel network Much Studios. The company owns a majority stake in Pinewood 
Toronto Studios; is a partner in Just for Laughs, the live comedy event and TV producer; and 
jointly owns Dome Productions Partnership., one of North America’s leading production 
facilities providers. Bell Media is part of BCE Inc. (TSX, NYSE: BCE), Canada's largest 
communications company. Learn more at www.BellMedia.ca. 
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For media inquiries, please contact: 
 

Cory Angeletti-Szasz 
Manager, Communications, CFC 

416.445.1446 x463 
cangeletti@cfccreates.com 

http://www.bellmedia.ca/
mailto:cangeletti@cfccreates.com



