
 

THE REEL CHALLENGE – WINNERS’ BIOGRAPHIES 
 
Gerald Patrick Fantone – First Place Winner 
 
Gerald Patrick Fantone is an emerging filmmaker based in Toronto who comes with a wealth of 
experience in theatre and film.  A graduate of York University’s Film Production program and a 
Berlinale Talent Campus alumni, he has also been mentored by veteran Canadian directors, 
Jerry Cicorriti and John Greyson.  He has served as the director for A Child Is Born , the annual 
Kingsway Lambton Christmas Pageant, and as the assistant director for DramaWay Theatre 
Productions, a Toronto-based theatre organization that provides creative programs to 
individuals with special needs.  Besides writing and directing, he also facilitates drama, onscreen 
acting, film, and visual art classes for children and individuals with disabilities. Fanton is also a 
recipient of the world-acclaimed Rotary Club International “Youth Impact Awards” for his service 
to people with special needs. His most recent films include Play. Stop. Rewind. (VIFF 2010) and 
The Durian Experience (Milan LGBT 2010).  
 
Alex Sikorsky – Second Place Winner 
 
Alex grew up on the shores of the Black Sea. As a child, he spent his summer nights watching 
movies in an open-air theatre, and was enthralled with the world of cinema. At 10 years of age, 
Alex was given his first still camera, an old Smena 8a, and since then he's never stopped 
shooting. While living in Israel, Alex gained a deep appreciation for cinematography and moved 
to Canada to pursue his passion for film. Alex's purpose is to create work that raises public 
awareness on important issues, as he believes that this is the true responsibility of being a 
filmmaker. 
 
 
Jesse James Ewles – Third Place Winner 
 
Jesse James Ewles is a Canadian independent filmmaker from Toronto, ON, who has a list of 
credits under his belt, including directing music videos for notable bands Grizzly Bear, Of 
Montreal and Owen Pallett. He completed his first short film for Bravo! TV entitled Kingdom of 
Frogs, in January 2010. His main influences include Jan !vankmajer, Julian Schnabel, William 
Blake as well as 1970s Public Broadcasting animations produced by CBC and PBS. He was 
named the best unsigned director of 2008 by videos.antville.org.  
 
View their winning videos at thereelchallenge.ca  
 


