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SAN FRANCISCO, June 27, 2006 - In recognition of his lifelong contributions to the insurance industry, the 
Insurance Marketing Communications Association (www.imcanet.com) today awarded John A. (Jack) Bogardus, 
Jr., its prestigious Golden Torch Award. 
 
Bogardus, former chairman and CEO of global insurance broker Alexander & Alexander, also is author 
of Spreading the Risks: Insuring the American Experience, an award-winning history of the insurance industry and 
insurance brokers. The award was announced at IMCA’s 2006 Annual Meeting, held at the Intercontinental Mark 
Hopkins Hotel in San Francisco. 
 
First presented in 1991, the IMCA Golden Torch Award recognizes an individual, group or organization that has 
"helped light the way for others" in the insurance industry by improving standards for communications excellence, 
speaking out convincingly on behalf of the insurance industry, showing a sense of responsibility to society and/or 
improving public understanding of insurance issues. 
 
In nominating him for the Golden Torch Award, Nancy Oblinger, principal and consultant with Strategic Marketing & 
Communications in New York, said: “Jack Bogardus has worked to create context and relevance for our industry 
and its development. Throughout his half-century of service to the insurance industry, he has helped light the way 
for industry members and others, and worked to improve understanding of industry issues and conditions.” 
 
During his 40-year career with Alexander & Alexander, Bogardus was a progressive and outspoken figure in the 
insurance industry. He championed the use of analytical statistics in risk management, was a featured speaker at 
numerous industry meetings, and served as a director of the Insurance Brokers Association of New York and a 
director and chairman of the governing committee of the National Association of Insurance Brokers. 
 
He was also a member of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Insurance Committee and a board member of the 
American Institute for Chartered Property Casualty Underwriters and the Insurance Institute of America. In addition, 
he served as a Director of Donaldson, Lufkin & Jenrette, Inc., Security Capital Corporation and United States 
Surgical Corporation. Bogardus, who currently resides in Scottsdale, Ariz., is a graduate of Princeton University 
and a former U.S. Naval Officer. 
 
Previous Golden Torch winners include Edwin S. Overman, president emeritus of the American Institute for CPCU 
and Insurance Institute of America; Nicholas J. Matthews, former senior vice president, National Association of 
Independent Insurance Agents; Walter Gdowski, president of the Rough Notes Company; Kathryn J. McIntyre, 
former publisher of Business Insurance magazine, Mark Wells, Jr., publisher of the Insurance Journal, and Donald 
Hurzeler, senior vice president, Zurich North America Commercial and past president of the CPCU Society. 
 
About IMCA 
IMCA™ is an international organization of insurance communications professionals specializing in marketing, 
communications, advertising, sales promotion, public relations and media relations. The oldest insurance 
association in North America, it began as the Insurance Advertising Conference (IAC) in 1923 and was renamed in 
1984 to better depict the evolving roles of insurance communicators. IMCA’s purpose is to promote excellence in 
insurance marketing and communications, improve the professional skills of members, foster the sharing of ideas 
and experiences among members and promote a positive image of the insurance industry. 
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Note to Editors: The Press Center at www.spreadingtherisks.com/Resources contains the following files for 
downloading: 

• Press release 

• Biographies of authors John A. Bogardus Jr. and Robert H. Moore 

• Pre-publication Reviewers’ Comments by noted scholars and industry members 
o Joseph J. Ellis, Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award winner, author of Founding Brothers 
o William R. Ferris, Professor of History, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill; Chairman, 

National Endowment for the Humanities 1997-2001 
o Emory Elliott, Distinguished Professor and Director, Center for Ideas and Society, University of 

California 
o Ken A. Crerar, President, The Council of Insurance Agents and Brokers 
o John T. Hompe, Managing Director, Fox-Pitt, Kelton Inc. 

• Black & white photo of John A. Bogardus Jr. 

• Color photo of illustrated book cover 
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