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Rising Star: Orrick's Rohit Sachdev 

By Kevin Penton 

Law360 (September 20, 2019, 3:53 PM EDT) -- Rohit Sachdev of Orrick 
Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP led a team that helped secure a major 
development of battery-based energy storage projects in the United 
Kingdom for a U.K.-based energy provider, earning him a spot among 
the project finance law practitioners under age 40 honored by Law360 
as Rising Stars. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

HIS BIGGEST PROJECT:  
Sachdev led a team of 10 energy storage, project finance and 
engineering experts in the United States and the U.K. who assisted UK 
Power Reserve in securing and developing the contracts, long-term 
service agreements and first-to-market documents needed for the 120 
megawatt project, which the company touted as the world's largest 
contracted energy storage portfolio deal. 
 
Sachdev navigated UK Power Reserve as the company dealt with risks in 
construction, warranties and technology, while assessing the credit of 
battery vendors and other aspects of the project, which entered its 
second phase in October 2018. 
 
"I'm pretty proud of my work on the project," Sachdev said. 
 
ANOTHER NOTABLE PROJECT HE'S WORKED ON: 
Sachdev is currently assisting Fulcrum BioEnergy as it develops a plant 
in Nevada that will convert municipal solid waste that otherwise would 
have ended up in a landfill into various types of biofuels, including a 
type that can be used for jets, according to Orrick. 
 
The attorney led a team that secured various types of licenses for technologies to be used at the plant, 
while also negotiating construction, maintenance and operations arrangements for the project, which 
Sachdev said will be the first of its kind in the United States. 
 
WHAT MOTIVATES HIM:  
While Sachdev is a lawyer and not a scientist, he believes that by working on project finance matters 
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related to renewable energy, he is doing his part to help the world deal with climate change. 
 
"I have a passion for renewable energy," Sachdev said. "It has helped to better the world and to address 
one of humanity's greatest challenges, which is climate change." 
 
WHY HE BECAME A PROJECT FINANCE ATTORNEY: 
Sachdev loves the complexity of large deals, as he must figure out how to fit together disparate puzzle 
pieces that involve finance, commercial concerns, politics and legal issues, he said. 
 
"I love working on large deals that involve areas of risk that were uncertain and that involve the building 
of energy infrastructure projects in different parts of the world," Sachdev said. 
 
PROUDEST MOMENT AS AN ATTORNEY: 
Sachdev regularly mentors and trains younger attorneys at Orrick. He said he particularly enjoys working 
with those who he feels express as much passion for the profession as he does, and feels proud when he 
sees them do well. 
 
"Some of my proudest moments are seeing associates that I work with succeed, whether it's when I see 
them have wins, when I see them negotiate harder, come up with ideas, find issues," Sachdev said. 
"When I see them develop into better attorneys, I'm really proud of those moments." 
 
— As told to Kevin Penton 
 
Law360's Rising Stars are attorneys under 40 whose legal accomplishments belie their age. A team of 
Law360 editors selected the 2019 Rising Stars winners after reviewing more than 1,300 
submissions. Attorneys had to be under 40 years old as of April 30, 2019, in order to be considered for 
this year's award. This interview has been edited and condensed. 
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