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Sports Group Of The Year: Orrick 

By Zachary Zagger 

Law360, New York (February 8, 2017, 11:05 AM EST) -- Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP represented a 
number entities across the global sports industry, including helping successfully lobby the New York 
state legislature to legalize daily fantasy sports as well as guiding professional athletes and unions to 
some big wins, landing the firm among Law360’s Practice Groups 
of the Year. 

While the firm has in recent years started to really dive into the 
sports industry, it has been able to pull attorneys from a range of 
practices, representing everything from professional players 
unions to entities involved in the acquisitions of foreign 
professional sports teams. 
 
Orrick defended former Washington Redskins quarterback and 
Super Bowl champion Joe Theismann as he faced a false 
advertising suit over his endorsement of Super Beta Prostate 
dietary supplements, in what was a rare attempt to go after not 
only the manufacturer of a product but also its celebrity 
spokesperson. 
 
But Orrick was able to help Theismann escape the claims when the Ninth Circuit in April affirmed their 
dismissal and further noted that Theismann did not meet the definition of a “seller” of the products, a 
major win for not only Theismann but other celebrities who endorse products.  
 
“I think over time [our sports practice] has grown, because we have a strong international practice with 
offices in key cities and because of the variety of our practice areas, we are able to help athletes and 
unions and sports organizations with a multitude of issues,” Orrick partner Christina Guerola Sarchio, 
who represented Theismann and also serves on the firm’s board of directors, told Law360. “We have 
become sort of a one-stop shop.” 
 
Orrick is also leading a nationwide effort to lobby state legislatures to legalize daily fantasy sports, 
pulling in capabilities from the firm's public policy group. The effort just might have saved the industry 
last year after it had come under fire from state regulators that likened it to illegal gambling. 
 
Perhaps most significantly, Orrick attorneys last year helped convince New York lawmakers to legalize 
daily fantasy sports at the eleventh hour of a legislative session, just in time to end lawsuits from New 
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York Attorney General Eric Schneiderman. The lawsuits had threatened to kick industry 
leaders DraftKings Inc. and FanDuel Inc. out of New York, one of the key markets for the industry. 
 
“I think it is true for any practice group at the firm, is that we provide them with an additional resource 
to find a public policy solution,” said Orrick partner Jeremy Kudon, whose work on daily fantasy sports 
issues landed him on the most recent list of Law360 Sports MVPs. 
 
As the industry faced legal scrutiny from Schneiderman and several other state attorneys general, the 
Orrick team brought rivals DraftKings and FanDuel together to support a legislative rather than litigation 
strategy. Last year, eight new states passed legislation to legalize or regulate daily fantasy sports. 
 
“We treated this no differently than a firm would treat a multidistrict lawsuit,” he said. “It took the same 
rigor and the same creativity and the same resources and determination. I believe that is what 
generated these results.” 
 
Sarchio also serves a pro bono counsel for the Women’s National Basketball Players Association, guiding 
the union in a number of issues including last year’s hire of a new associate director of players relations 
as well as a new director of operations, Terri Carmicheal Jackson, who had previously served as the 
director of law, policy and governance for the NCAA. 
 
The firm also represents the National Basketball Players Association and is currently defending it in 
former executive director William “Billy” Hunter’s ongoing $10.5 million breach of contract suit over his 
termination. Orrick guided the union when it replaced Hunter in 2014 with Michele Roberts, a former 
partner at Skadden Arps Slate Meagher and Flom LLP. 
 
Further, highlighting the firm’s international reach, Orrick’s Paris team guided a consortium of 
shareholders of Luxembourg-based company Solferino and Spanish top-flight soccer club Atletico 
Madrid on the acquisition of French side RC Lens as they look to push RC Lens into France’s top league. 
 
“We really are able to work across practice areas and across geographic areas just to make sure that 
clients are served in whatever capacity they need,” Sarchio said.  
 
And the firm is looking to continue to leveraging these capabilities to remain a top player in the sports 
industry. 
 
“People look at sports law as just the traditional labor issues and litigation, but I think there is so much 
more that we can do in the space and I think we are all looking forward to doing a lot more in it,” Kudon 
said. 
 
--Editing by Emily Kokoll. 
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