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Global 20: Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe 

By Ben James 

Law360, New York (August 09, 2013, 9:31 PM ET) -- Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP has laid the 
groundwork for continuing growth in the burgeoning African market — where it's advising on an $80 
billion hydroelectric power project — in addition to launching a Brussels office and helping Europe's 
biggest regulated gas company land an $11 billion credit line, landing itself on Law360's Global 20 list for 
the third straight year. 
 
The 1,126-lawyer firm isn't the biggest in the world, but when it comes to cross-border capabilities in 
three core areas — energy and infrastructure, technology and finance — Orrick has a distinct advantage 
over the legal industry's behemoths, Orrick's Chairman Mitchell Zuklie said. 
 
“You've got to look at the depth firms have in a particular area,” Zuklie said. “The mere number of 
lawyers is not indicative of the quality of work you'll get. We tend to believe that the sophisticated 
clients know that.”  
 
Orrick has 25 offices total, with 15 of them — and 358 lawyers — outside of the U.S. Orrick has five 
offices in Asia and 10 in Europe, including the Brussels office, which opened its doors in late 2012. 
 
The Brussels office was designed to further integrate the firm's European practices and benefits a 
number of teams, including the firm's antitrust and competition, M&A, finance, intellectual property, 
and white collar teams, said Walter Brown, a white collar and corporate investigations lawyer and 
managing director of Orrick's business units. 
 
The firm has also made moves to bolster the strengths of its existing offices, with lateral hires like Tokyo-
based David Case, the former head of White & Case's Japan and northern Asia IP and commercial 
litigation practices, and Mathew Lewis, lured to Orrick's Beijing office from Morgan Stanley Asia 
Limited.   
 
Brown, who also reiterated the firm's focus on the three primary areas of energy and infrastructure, 
technology and finance, said Orrick's commitment to collaboration distinguished it from its competitors. 
 
“We try to think of geographical borders as being invisible,” Brown said. “What causes us to stand apart 
from other firms that have a large platform is our level of integration. We are incredibly focused on 
integrating our teams across offices and practices in a way that uses the best people to solve a client's 
problems.”  
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Orrick's representation of gas company Snam, where the firm served as legal and tax advisor in 
connection with securing a $10.88 billion line of credit from 11 banks, involved structured finance, 
energy and infrastructure and tax lawyers from Orrick's Rome, Milan and London offices. 
 
Orrick advised one of Russia's biggest private equity companies, Industrial Investors Group, in the $1.3 
billion sale of its controlling stake in the Far Eastern Shipping Company PLC, a transaction that involved 
10 interrelated finance deals and the efforts of lawyers in Orrick's London, Moscow, Washington, D.C., 
New York and Hong Kong offices.    
 
In another noteworthy transaction, a Paris-based team of Orrick capital markets, tax, M&A and private 
equity attorneys advised Disneyland Paris operator Euro Disney's supervisory board on the refinancing 
of $1.735 billion of debt.   
 
In addition to doing a great deal of cross-border work in the finance space, Orrick's international 
capabilities also come to bear on the internal investigations it handles, Brown noted, adding that the 
firm is doing a significant amount of anti-corruption work for multinational companies around the 
globe.    
 
Recently, the firm had teams on the ground doing internal investigation work in Chile, Argentina, Brazil, 
India, China and the United Kingdom, all in the same week, according to Brown. 
 
“That's a function of using our global footprint to be able to be responsive to clients with issues that 
need to be looked at on an international level,” Brown said. 
 
Orrick attorneys pointed to Asia and Africa as two markets that have spurred growth, and will likely 
continue expanding business, for the firm. 
 
“Africa's a big driver for us,” said Zuklie. “We're expecting to continue to see a lot of business come out 
of Asia, and China in particular, as Chinese companies try to access the Hong Kong market. Those are 
two sweet spots for us.”   
 
“One of the most dynamic practice areas we have right now is our Africa practice,” Brown added. 
 
On the Asian front, Orrick has been involved in some significant recent transactions and also scored a 
win for the world's largest touch-display technology and system maker before China's Patent Re-
Examination Board. 
 
Lawyers from Orrick's Paris, Tokyo, Dusseldorf, London, Milan, Rome and New York offices were 
involved in the firm's advising of Japan-based automotive access mechanism producer U-Shin Ltd. in its 
acquisition of Paris-based Valeo SA's access mechanisms business, a $300 million deal involving 12 
plants in eight jurisdictions. The deal was finalized in May.  
 
Orrick also advised Chinese polyester filament yarn maker Billion Industrial Holdings Ltd. with respect to 
the sale of a 29 percent equity stake in Billion to China Energy Conservation and Environmental 
Protection Chongqing for $377.6 million. 
 
Orrick represented VanceInfo Technologies Inc. in its $875 million merger with hiSoft Technology 
International Limited, which created the largest China-based offshore information technology services 



 

 

provider. The deal brought together the combined efforts of lawyers from Orrick's San Francisco, Hong 
Kong and Shanghai offices.  
 
Orrick also beat back an invalidation petition that targeted one of TPK Touch Solutions Inc. key patents 
at the China Patent Re-Examination Board, with the PRB upholding the patent's validity in May 2012.  
 
Orrick doesn't have an office in Africa and instead uses its Paris and London offices as an outward-
looking hub to coordinate its Africa work. However, the firm does have seasoned attorneys working on 
the African market, as well as relationships with a strong and mature network of local attorneys that has 
taken years to cultivate, Orrick's Pascal Agboyibor said. 
 
“You can have an office, but not be present across the continent,” Agboyibor said. “We are present 
across the continent, and our network is strong." 
 
Africa's population today is around 1 billion, but in a few decades that number is expected to soar to 2 
billion, Agboyibor said, noting that the population boom would be accompanied by an increased need 
for housing, consumer goods, infrastructure and energy.  
 
Since 2011 Orrick has been advising the Democratic Republic of the Congo in connection with the Inga 
Hydro Power project, an $80 billion endeavor that consists of building several dams on the Congo River. 
In March, the firm completed work negotiating and drafting a treaty between the DRC and the Republic 
of South Africa that will allow South Africa to take part in the project as an electricity buyer and an 
equity investor.  
 
Orrick advised DRC state-owned mining company La Générale des Carrières et des Mines SARL on a 
settlement that will put to rest disputes over tons of copper in the DRC that's worth an estimated $35 
billion.   
 
Orrick also represents the government of Cameroon in all of its energy projects, and is advising the 
African Development Bank on two hydroelectric power projects being developed by La Compagnie De 
Développement Des Energies Renouvelable in the Republic of Gabon.  
 
In addition, the firm has been drafting and proposing amendments to African laws and regulations for 
years.   
 
While Orrick has managed to emerge as a leading legal adviser in Africa without having an African office, 
the firm may set down roots there in the future. 
 
“We're actively considering opening an office in West Africa,” Zuklie said. 
 
--Editing by Melissa Tinklepaugh. 
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