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How are parties’ obligations in the federal courts of appeals affected by COVID-19? 

Federal Circuit: The Court’s administrative orders regarding COVID-19 do not “alter or extend any deadlines in any 

case.”  Cases scheduled for the May and June 2020 sittings will be conducted telephonically with live public audio access 

provided via the court’s website.  In-person arguments have been suspended until further notice.  Cases set for argument 

after the June 2020 session will be argued telephonically unless counsel is notified by separate order that oral argument is 

unnecessary.  The Clerk's Office will otherwise continue scheduling cases on the court's calendar under existing 

procedures. 

http://www.cafc.uscourts.gov/announcements

D.C. Circuit: The D.C. Circuit has suspended all in-person on site oral arguments.  Each panel scheduled to hear 

argument on a particular day will determine for each scheduled case whether: (1) Argument in the scheduled case or 

cases will proceed by teleconference; (2) Argument in the scheduled case or cases will be postponed until a later date; (3) 

The scheduled case or cases will be decided without oral argument.  All other deadlines remain as scheduled.  The 

requirement to file paper copies of briefs and appendices is no longer deferred. 

https://www.cadc.uscourts.gov/internet/home.nsf/Content/COVID-19+Response+-+Information+and+Announcements

First Circuit: The Court will hold oral arguments by video conference during the court’s July 2020 session and will 

provide live audio access to such arguments.   

https://www.ca1.uscourts.gov/

Second Circuit: The regular argued appeals and motions calendars will be heard as scheduled.  Effective Monday, 

March 23, 2020, and until the COVID-19 crisis passes, the Court will hear all oral arguments using a teleconference 

platform.  All lawyers and pro se litigants who are scheduled to argue must do so by teleconference.  The Clerk’s Office 

will forward teleconference instructions to the lawyers and pro se litigants appearing each argument day.  In the 

alternative, parties may request to submit the appeal for determination.  All oral arguments will be audio livestreamed. 

http://www.ca2.uscourts.gov/

Third Circuit:  The court has relaxed non-jurisdictional deadlines by three days.  Oral arguments will continue as 

scheduled pending further order of the Court, with audio livestreamed via YouTube.  The merits panel will determine the 

manner of argument.  Parties may file a motion requesting to appear by audio conference.  Parties may request 

extensions of time either by motion or by calling the Clerk’s office at 215-597-2995 and selecting the case management 

team.  The clerk’s office is accepting original proceedings and case filings from non-electronic filers by email to 

emergency_motions@ca3.uscourts.gov. 

https://www.ca3.uscourts.gov/sites/ca3/files/COVID%20Notice.pdf
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Fourth Circuit: Cases previously scheduled for argument during the March, April, and May 2020 argument sessions were 

rescheduled to a later session, heard by teleconference or video-conference, or submitted on the briefs, at the direction of 

the assigned panels.  All other deadlines remain as scheduled. 

http://www.ca4.uscourts.gov/docs/pdfs/noticestandingorder20-01.pdf?sfvrsn=8 

http://www.ca4.uscourts.gov/docs/pdfs/publicadvisorycovidoperatingprocedures.pdf?sfvrsn=4

Fifth Circuit: The Court will not conduct in person proceedings for arguments scheduled August 3-6, 2020.  If panels hear 

arguments using video and/or audio conferences as permitted by General Order 3 COVID-19, the Clerk’s Office will 

update calendars at http://www.ca5.uscourts.gov/clerk/calendar/int-cal.htm and post a news item on this page that 

provides links to audio feeds of the arguments. All other deadlines remain as scheduled. 

http://www.ca5.uscourts.gov/

Sixth Circuit: The Court has been holding all oral arguments remotely.  All remote arguments will be recorded and 

posted to the Court’s website on the same day the arguments are held.  All other deadlines remain as scheduled. 

https://www.ca6.uscourts.gov/sites/ca6/files/COVID%20Notice.pdf

Seventh Circuit: All cases scheduled for oral argument through August 31, 2020, will be argued by counsel either 

telephonically or by Zoom Video Communications.  The Clerk's Office will contact counsel with remote argument 

instructions for their specific case.  If all parties agree among themselves to waive oral argument, they may jointly file a 

motion with the court seeking permission to do so.  All FRAP Rule 33 mediations will be conducted by telephone until 

further notice.  All other deadlines remain as scheduled. 

http://www.ca7.uscourts.gov/

Eighth Circuit: The Eighth Circuit is conducting oral arguments via videoconference.  Paper filing requirements are in 

effect. 

https://ecf.ca8.uscourts.gov/files/coronavirusweb.pdf

Ninth Circuit: Arguments continue to be conducted as scheduled, with all judges and counsel appearing remotely by 

video or telephone, through at least August 2020. Arguments will be live streamed to facilitate public access. The Court 

will extend non-jurisdictional filing dates as needed, but will now require a motion and a showing of cause.   

https://www.ca9.uscourts.gov/
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Tenth Circuit: The Court is conducting oral argument via video conference.  As of July 1, 2020, the courthouse is open to 

the public. 

https://www.ca10.uscourts.gov/clerk/news/operational-response-covid-19-pandemic 

https://www.ca10.uscourts.gov/clerk/news/restrictions-entering-byron-white-united-states-courthouse

Eleventh Circuit: The Eleventh Circuit has authorized any or all oral arguments to be heard by audio or teleconference 

instead of in person.  All other deadlines remain as scheduled.   

http://www.ca11.uscourts.gov/sites/default/files/courtdocs/clk/GeneralOrder45Amended.pdf


