
Te Deum 
A Higher Things Bible Study 

Part 1 

“Te Deum” means “You, O God” and are the first words of the Te Deum Laudamus, which means “We praise You, O God.”  The Te Deum is 
an ancient hymn that picks up the themes of the Apostles’ Creed and sets them in poetry and to music. It may have been written as early 
as the late 300s. When we sing the Te Deum, we are singing with the church though the ages who have also sung this confession of faith. 
The Te Deum is traditionally sung as the Canticle (scriptural song) of the order of Matins. Many settings and versions of the Te Deum have 
been written. For example, LSB #941, “We Praise You and Acknowledge You,” is a hymn setting of the version with a different text and tune. 
The Te Deum has sometimes been called the “Fourth Creed” because it praises the Triune God and gives special attention to the work of 
Christ, as all three of the Creeds (Apostles’, Nicene, and Athanasian) do.  

 
“We praise thee, O God: we acknowledge Thee to be the Lord.” 

1. What does it mean to “praise” God? See Psalm 9:1; 18:3 and Luke 18:42-43. 

2. What does it mean that God is “the Lord?” See Exodus 3:14-15. 

3. Read Psalm 148. What sorts of things praise God? How does snow praise the Lord? How do trees and animals praise the 
Lord? How do we praise the Lord? (For a hint, see verse 14.) 

“To Thee all Angels cry aloud: the Heavens and all the powers therein.  
To Thee Cherubim and Seraphim continually do cry,  

Holy, Holy, Holy: Lord God of Sabaoth; Heaven and earth are full of the Majesty of Thy Glory.” 
4. Read Isaiah 6:1-6. What are “seraphim?” What are the “powers of heaven?” What does “sabaoth” mean? What is being 

described here? See also Colossians 1:16. What happens to Isaiah? How does will this be reflected in the Te Deum? 

5. How are heaven and earth “full of the majesty of [God’s] glory?” See Acts 1:8.  

“The glorious company of the Apostles praise Thee.  
The godly fellowship of the Prophets praise Thee. The noble army of Martyrs praise Thee.  

The holy Church throughout all the world doth acknowledge Thee;” 
6. What is the significance of the “apostles and prophets?” See Ephesians 2:19-21. What do they represent? How do the 

martyrs praise God? See Acts 7:54-54 and Revelation 6:9-11. How are all are these connected to the whole church? 
See Hebrews 12:1-2 and Ephesians 3:14-19. What do we call this in the Apostle’s Creed (think of the Third Article)?  

“The Father of an infinite Majesty; Thine honorable, true, and only Son;  
Also the Holy Ghost: the Comforter.” 

7. Read Genesis 1:1-3. Where are the persons of the Holy Trinity at creation? Who is present at Jesus’ baptism? See Matthew 
3:16-17. How is the Holy Trinity active in our salvation? What does each person do for us? Notice that this makes the Te 
Deum something like one of the Creeds, that we are worshiping and praising the Triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

8. Close by singing the Te Deum, LSB p.223 or LSB #941, We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God.


