
Te Deum 
A Higher Things Bible Study 

Leader’s Guide — Part 3 

Leader’s Introduction: The third part of the “Te Deum” Bible Study examines the petitions that were later added on to Te Deum. (This 
is noted in the Matins setting in LSB, that these verses were not in the earliest versions.) These petitions are the language of the psalms 
and reflect the theology of the Psalms as we live our lives as Christians. Having praised God and His works, we cry out to Him for help 
using the very words Jesus prayed and that are given to us in the Scriptures. 

“O Lord, save Thy people: and bless Thine heritage.  
Govern them and lift them up forever.” 

1. Read these words according to Psalm 28:9. What is a heritage or inheritance? What is the Lord’s heritage/
inheritance? See Exodus 15:17. Who are the heirs? See Galatians 3:26-29. What are we asking of the Lord here? 
What promise are we remembering? See Colossians 3:1-4.  

Originally, the inheritance was that for Abraham, the promise of a son and descendants, and the Promised Land in which they 
would live. These promises to Abraham are ultimately fulfilled in Christ so that the real inheritance is not a bloodline or a patch of 
real estate in the Middle East but, rather, the church which is the body of Christ. So we are praying here that the Lord would look 
after His church and shepherd (govern) it and lift it up. We rejoice in God’s promise that we are already, in Christ, seated (lifted up!) 
to the high places with Christ. That is another way of saying our place in God’s kingdom is secure because of Jesus! 

“Day by day we magnify Thee; and we worship Thy Name, ever world without end.” 
2. Read Luke 1:46-47. What does it mean to “magnify” the Lord? Why does Mary magnify the Lord? Why do we in the Te 

Deum? See Psalm 145:1-6. Why will we keep praising the Lord forever and ever? See Revelation 7:9-10. 

”Magnify” means “to tell the greatness.” Point out, again, that while we say that God is great, it is not just that He is great in 
general or that He needs to hear how great He is. His greatness is always connected to what He does. So Mary magnifies the Lord 
and she rejoices in God her Savior. Note how in Psalm 145 (where these words are from) the psalmist is praising the Lord and 
magnifying Him because of His “works” and “mighty acts” and “wondrous works.” Our praising God is never separate from the 
reason we praise Him: because He saves us! And so it is that even in eternity, we glorify and praise the Lord because He is the Lamb 
who brought us salvation. We will always recognize Christ as the One who saved us from sin and death and therefore we will 
always praise Him forever. 

“Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin.” 
3. What other prayer do these words sound like? See Matthew 6:12-13 and Luke 11:4. What promise do they help us 

recall? See 1 John 1:8-2:2.  

These words recall the Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh petitions of the Lord’s Prayer in which we ask for forgiveness as well as to be 
guarded from temptation to sin and delivered from evil. As Christians who are both an “Old Adam” and a “new man” our lives are 
a constant struggle against sin. Our new man wars with the Old Adam who wants to give in to temptation and sin. So we pray, 
because of everything we’ve said so far about the Triune God and Christ in particular, to be rescued from these sins. Singing this 
petition also ought to help us call to mind the Apostle’s promise that God is faithful to forgive our sins and because Jesus is the 
“propitiation” (His blood pays the price for our sins). 



“O Lord, have mercy upon us.  
O Lord, let Thy mercy lighten upon us: as our trust is in Thee.” 

4. Read Luke 18: 9-14. What does it mean for God to have “mercy” upon us? See also Psalm 136:(1-22), 23-26. What is 
the reason God has mercy on us?  

”Mercy” means God’s undeserved favor. It is the Lord giving us things we do not deserve. In the story of the Pharisee and the Tax 
Collector, the Pharisee thinks he deserves God to bless Him. The tax collector knows that he deserves nothing from God. It is the tax 
collector who is justified (righteous and holy in God’s sight) because of God’s mercy. That mercy is ours in Jesus Christ. Because He 
died for our sins and rose from the dead, we can be certain that there is nothing for us but what we don’t deserve, namely, God’s 
favor and mercy given to us for Jesus’ sake. Psalm 136 is a great example of how the Lord has done so many different things for 
His people and given them so many good gifts; all of which are called His mercy, which endures forever. This is comforting 
because it teaches us that God’s mercy doesn’t expire or run out or give up. It is more constant than we are and it is anchored in 
Christ and good forever. 

“O Lord, in Thee have I trusted: let me never be confounded.” 
5. Read Lamentations 3:22-23 and 1 Corinthians 10:13. What does it mean to be “confounded?” What is our promise 

that the Lord won’t let that happen? See John 3:14-18. 

To be confounded means to be messed up, twisted, confused, and uncertain. The devil tries to trick and confuse us with his lies. 
The world and our sinful flesh do the same. So we pray that, through faith in Christ, we would not be confused and uncertain. 
Here we have, as Jeremiah (the author of Lamentations) and Paul tell us, the faithfulness of the Lord as our promise that he will 
keep us from such confusion and uncertainty. Jesus tells Nicodemus that believing in Him is eternal life. Faith trusts and believes in 
Christ who is the unshakable Rock. While we may be easily swayed, Christ is always faithful and the faith the Holy Spirit gives us 
that trusts in Him is how we cling to His promise of eternal life. Anchored in Christ, we cannot be confounded! 

6. Having learned the words of the Te Deum, what would you say is most important to Christians? What is our faith all 
about?  

 Answers may vary but it should be pretty evident that the Triune God who is all for us and the work of the Son who became man 
and conquered death for us is the center of our faith as Christians. All that we are and do and believe and ask for is in and through 
and because of Jesus. 

7. How could the Te Deum help us to evaluate whether a particular song or hymn might be a good one to sing in 
worship? 

We want to avoid songs and hymns that talk a a lot about what WE do and not much about what Christ does. Very often, “praise” 
songs tend to be all about how we praise, we glorify, we love, etc., but without a clear connection of our praise to what God has 
done for us in Jesus Christ. The best hymns and songs are those in which we praise God not by telling Him that He’s great, but by 
singing of the things He has done for us and for our salvation. 

8. What does the Te Deum teach us about worship through the ages in the Christian church?  

By referencing the church of ages past and all of God’s creatures which praise Him, the Te Deum reminds us that the church is 
bigger than just a single congregation right now. There is a holy Christian church, the body of Christ, which has sung this song 
and praised God for His mighty works as long as He’s been doing these mighty works. The fact that the Te Deum goes back nearly 
2000 years also reminds us that the church has struggled as we do, lived as we do, and always been sustained by the Lord’s 
promises, as He will continue to do until He comes again. 

9. Close by singing the Te Deum on LSB p.223 or LSB #941, “We Praise You And Acknowledge You, O God.”


