
Te Deum 
A Higher Things Bible Study 

Leader’s Guide — Part 2 

Leader’s Introduction: Part 2 of the “Te Deum” Bible Study looks at the second section of the Te Deum, the references to Christ and His 
work of becoming man and suffering, dying, and rising for our sins, and returning to be our judge. This is similar to the material 
covered in the Creeds. As the Te Deum began with the majesty of God, we see that His glory and majesty are not for their own sakes, 
but for the sake of sinners. Thus the Son becomes man to save us from our sins. The text of the Te Deum used in this Bible Study is a 
public domain text. You might want to compare it with the words in the hymnal (they are very close), Lutheran Service Book, p.223. 

 
“Thou art the King of Glory, O Christ. Thou art the everlasting  Son of the Father.” 

1. How do these words describe Christ? How do they look backward and forward at the same time? See John 1:1-3, 
Psalm 24:7-8; and Revelation 19:11-16. 

Christ is immediately identified both as the eternal Word of God (the second Person of the Holy Trinity) and the one who is King of 
Glory and King of Kings according to His work as Savior. John describes this at the beginning of his Gospel, that Jesus is the Word 
who is from eternity through Whom all things were made. In Revelation, we see the Lord who is victorious over His enemies and 
therefore has the title of King of Kings. The Psalm verse connects these. Psalm 24 was sung when the Ark of the Covenant was 
moved; the Lord Himself was present! But it applies to Jesus who is God in the flesh and therefore present among us. This is the one 
of whom we continue to sing in the Te Deum. He is from eternity and He goes on to eternity as the victorious King. 

“When Thou tookest upon Thee to deliver man: Thou didst not abhor the Virgin's womb.” 
2. What do the terms “humiliation and exaltation of Christ” mean? See Philippians 5-11. Why does Jesus humble Himself? 

How is He exalted? 

The “humiliation” of Christ refers to the time in which the Son becomes man and does not always fully use His divine powers. For 
example, when He fasts and is hungry or when He suffers and dies. His exaltation describes the time from after His death, through 
His descent into hell, resurrection, and ascension in which He reigns as the victorious Lamb of God and King of Kings. Jesus 
humbles Himself by permitting Himself to suffer and die for sinners. His exaltation is that He has the highest place of all, given by 
the Father, because He did the work of saving sinners. 

3. Does Jesus lower Himself by becoming a man? Why does He do this? Read Luke 1:30-33 and Galatians 4:4-7 What do 
we call it that the Son became man?  

It is important to understand that Jesus’ humiliation is not that He becomes man. Being a human is not bad in and of itself! His 
humiliation means that He suffers Himself to be rejected and to suffer and die. In the LSB version of the “Te Deum,” on p.224, note 
the words, “You humbled yourself to be born of a virgin.” This is not the best translation as it makes it sound like His humiliation 
was in His becoming man. The translation above makes it more apparent that Jesus’ was not above becoming man to save us. 
He becomes man and suffers this humiliation for the sake of sinners. That is, He undergoes all that He does in order to put Himself 
under the Law and to save us who were under the Law’s curse. When the Son became man in Mary’s womb, this is known as the 
“incarnation,” the “being in the flesh.” Jesus becomes a human being to save human beings. 



“When Thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death,  
Thou didst open the Kingdom of Heaven to all believers.” 

4. Read 1 Corinthians 15:20-25, 54-56. What has Christ done to overcome the sharpness of death? What does this 
mean for our death? See Isaiah 25:7-8 and Romans 6:3-4.  

Christ defeated death by His death. Death is an enemy that must be defeated because we cannot overcome it. Jesus takes our 
death and suffers it Himself to redeem us from death. Through our baptism into Christ, His victory is our victory. Christ came to 
destroy death and thereby rescue us from death. You might point out that in the Matins version of the Te Deum, the music 
changes to a minor key for these verses describing Christ’s humiliation and overcoming of death. It’s a musical contrast that 
highlights this section of the words. 

5. Read Colossians 1:11-23 How has Christ’s overcoming of death open the kingdom of heaven to us?  

The Colossians passage really lays it out completely. Christ has delivered us from the powers of darkness and brought us into His 
kingdom. Make sure to point out the reference to “dominions, powers, etc., those angelic beings we heard about in Part 1. The 
blood of Christ’s cross is what reconciles (brings us back) to God. Apart from Christ, the kingdom of God is closed. This comes to us 
by the ministry of the Gospel, which Paul mentions, pointing to Himself as one called to preach this reconciliation. 

6. How does Christ’s victory become ours? See also Matthew 16:18-19; 1 Corinthians 2:2 and 2 Corinthians 5:18-21. 

Christ gives to His apostles (and on down through His ordained preachers) the authority to open and close the kingdom of 
heaven but the preaching of the forgiveness of sins. (We call this the “Office of the Keys.” It is through the preaching of Christ’s 
death and resurrection that the Holy Spirit brings us to faith and reconciles us to God. Paul says they are “ministers” of this 
reconciliation and ambassadors. That is, pastors are called by God to announce to sinners the Good News that they are good 
with God because their sins are forgiven. God is no longer their enemy and they are in His family. This comes through the 
preaching of the Word, the ministry of the Gospel, which is the work of those whom Christ calls to be pastors. 

“We believe that Thou shalt come to be our Judge. We therefore pray Thee,  
help Thy servants whom Thou hast redeemed with Thy precious blood.  

Make them to be numbered with Thy Saints in glory everlasting.” 
7. Do people think of Jesus coming back as Judge as a scary thing or good thing? What does Jesus say in Luke 21:25-28? 

What promise of the Lord’s are we remembering as we sing these words of the Te Deum? See Revelation 7:13-17. 

People tend to think of Jesus as Judge as scary, that they will have to be judged for their sins. But remind students that our sins have 
already been judged—in Jesus! That’s why Jesus tells us that when we see the signs of the End Times, to “lift up our heads.” We aren’t 
frightened but eager and expecting Him to show up and make all things new and wipe away every tear. The words of the Te Deum 
remind us that we are saints (holy people) because we have been washed in the blood of the Lamb. 

8. How does the Te Deum continue its way of praising with this section on Christ? What is central to what we are 
singing?  

 As noted in Part 1, praise always has to do with God’s works, what He does for us. This section of the Te Deum is all about Jesus but 
again, not for His own sake, but because all that He does He does to save sinners. Singing these words, then, teaches us how to truly 
and genuinely praise Christ, because we sing what He has done for us, His mighty deeds to save us. 

9. Close by singing the Te Deum on LSB p.223 or LSB #941, “We Praise You And Acknowledge You, O God.”


