
Te Deum 
A Higher Things Bible Study 

Leader’s Guide — Part 1 

Leader Introduction: This three part “Te Deum” Bible Study will examine the themes and confession of Christ and His work in the 
words of the “Te Deum Laudamus.” This Bible Study references the words of the Te Deum using a public domain translation. It is similar 
to the words used in the Matins setting in Lutheran Service Book, p. 223. You might refer to the hymnal as well as the conference 
hymn, #941, “We Praise You and Acknowledge You” to see the similarities and differences. Part 1 of the study looks at the first part of 
the Te Deum, the worship of the Triune God. 
 
“Te Deum” means “You, O God” and are the first words of the Te Deum Laudamus, which means “We praise You, O God.”  The Te 
Deum is an ancient hymn that picks up the themes of the Apostles’ Creed and sets them in poetry and to music. It may have been 
written as early as the late 300s. When we sing the Te Deum, we are singing with the church though the ages who have also sung 
this confession of faith. The Te Deum is traditionally sung as the Canticle (scriptural song) of the order of Matins. Many settings and 
versions of the Te Deum have been written. For example, LSB #941, “We Praise You and Acknowledge You,” is a hymn setting of the 
version with a different text and tune. The Te Deum has sometimes been called the “Fourth Creed” because it praises the Triune 
God and gives special attention to the work of Christ, as all three of the Creeds (Apostles’, Nicene, and Athanasian) do.  

 
“We praise thee, O God: we acknowledge Thee to be the Lord.” 

1. What does it mean to “praise” God? See Psalm 9:1; 18:3 and Luke 18:42-43. 
“We praise you, O God.” To praise means to confess God’s glory and work on behalf of sinners. The word is often thought to mean 
something like “tell God He is great,” as if He doesn’t know! Praise is always connected to what God has done for us. Praise is the 
response of faith that says, “What God has done, He has done for me.” Indeed, God is great, but when we praise God, we are 
acknowledging what He has done for us and and giving Him thanks and glory for what He has done. Thus true praise is always 
anchored in what Christ has done for us.  

2. What does it mean that God is “the Lord?” See Exodus 3:14-15. 

Specifically, we are confessing that God is not just any “god” but is Yahweh (YHWH), the “I AM,” the particular God who made 
promises to His people and kept them. Even God’s name, Yahweh (I AM) has to do not just with WHO He is but what He does. So that’s 
connected to Jesus’ name in Hebrew which is Joshua which means “Yahweh saves.” In other words, the Te Deum is not sung just to 
reflect on how awesome God is, but that He is God and awesome and everything else because of what He does for us. All the earth 
doth worship Thee, the Father everlasting. 

3. Read Psalm 148. What sorts of things praise God? How does snow praise the Lord? How do trees and animals praise the 
Lord? How do we praise the Lord? (For a hint, see verse 14.) 

The things God has made praise Him by doing what they do and being what He has made them. So, snow can praise God by 
being snow and falling from the sky. Animals praise God by running around and being animals. We praise Him for being the God 
who saves us and because He has exalted us in Christ. 

“To Thee all Angels cry aloud: the Heavens and all the powers therein.  
To Thee Cherubim and Seraphim continually do cry,  

Holy, Holy, Holy: Lord God of Sabaoth; Heaven and earth are full of the Majesty of Thy Glory.” 
4. Read Isaiah 6:1-6. What are “seraphim?” What are the “powers of heaven?” What does “sabaoth” mean? What is being 

described here? See also Colossians 1:16. What happens to Isaiah? How does will this be reflected in the Te Deum? 

Seraphim refers to the “burning ones” some angelic beings that the Lord created and which worship Him. Paul mentions a series or 
hierarchy of angelic beings in Colossians. The descriptions of the angels and heavenly beings are never really fleshed out other than 



to indicate to us that there are many things beyond our senses that God has made. We say as much in the Nicene Creed, “visible and 
invisible” and we hear as much in the Proper Preface before Communion: “with the angels and archangels and all the company of 
heaven. Isaiah is given the gift of witnessing this heavenly throne room and the holiness of God terrifies him. Yet the Lord cleanses 
Isaiah’s lips. The Te Deum has this in view, too, because, again, it is not simply talking about God’s greatness for its own sake but is 
leading up to the confession of Christ’s incarnation and work of salvation. The words “sabaoth” is NOT “sabbath.” “Sabbath” means 
“hosts” or “armies” in Hebrew and is a reference to Yahweh being the Lord over all the armies of heaven. 

5. How are heaven and earth “full of the majesty of [God’s] glory?” See Acts 1:8.  

The majesty of God’s glory is that the Gospel of the forgiveness of sins for Jesus sake is preached to the ends of the earth. It’s not a 
description of God’s abstract presence (God is everywhere, which He is, to be sure) but a confession that He is most especially there for 
us where the Gospel is preached to sinners and the Holy Spirit works faith in those who hear it. This preaching goes to the ends of the 
earth as Jesus sent the Apostles and they ordained preachers and so on down to the present day. Wherever the Gospel is preached, 
there God’s majesty fills the earth. 

“The glorious company of the Apostles praise Thee.  
The godly fellowship of the Prophets praise Thee. The noble army of Martyrs praise Thee.  

The holy Church throughout all the world doth acknowledge Thee;” 
6. What is the significance of the “apostles and prophets?” See Ephesians 2:19-21. What do they represent? How do the 

martyrs praise God? See Acts 7:54-54 and Revelation 6:9-11. How are all are these connected to the whole church? 
See Hebrews 12:1-2 and Ephesians 3:14-19. What do we call this in the Apostle’s Creed (think of the Third Article)?  

The church is built upon the apostles and prophets. The prophets were called by Yahweh in the Old Testament to preach His Word 
and remind Israel of His promises, especially the promise of a Savior someday. The apostles were called and ordained by Christ to 
be His first eyewitnesses and preachers to the ends of the earth. Collectively, the “apostles and prophets” can mean “the Scriptures” 
because the apostles and prophets and the Bible they wrote bear witness to Christ. The martyrs praise God by trusting in His 
deliverance even from death for Jesus’ sake. They await the glorious resurrection when the Lord’s enemies will be dealt with once 
and for all. Then there are all the rest of the saints in Christ’s church. The Te Deum reminds us that we are a part of the body of 
Christ which includes those who have gone before us, especially the apostles, prophets and martyrs. It is a reminder and comfort 
that we are not alone and the church has always labored under the hatred of the world but the gracious working of God to 
preserve and protect it. This is what we confess in the Apostles’ Creed by the phrases “holy Christian church” and “communion of 
saints.” It is the body of Christ of all times and places all around the world. 

“The Father of an infinite Majesty; Thine honorable, true, and only Son;  
Also the Holy Ghost: the Comforter.” 

7. Read Genesis 1:1-3. Where are the persons of the Holy Trinity at creation? Who is present at Jesus’ baptism? See Matthew 
3:16-17. How is the Holy Trinity active in our salvation? What does each person do for us? Notice that this makes the Te 
Deum something like one of the Creeds, that we are worshiping and praising the Triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

God the Father is present at creation as is the Spirit “hovering over the waters.” The Son is also the “Word” (See John 1:1-4) and so is 
there when God “speaks” His Word. Note that the Son is NOT the light (which some students may answer) because the light is 
created. At Jesus’ baptism, He is the incarnate Son; the Spirit descends as a dove; the Father’s voice is heard. The Father sends the 
Son to save sinners. Jesus dies and rises and then sends the Spirit. The Spirit, through the Word, brings us to faith in Christ. In Jesus, 
we learn to know the Father. Thus there is an outward working from the Father to the Son to the Spirit to us back by the Spirit to 
the Son to the Father. The whole Triune God is active in working out our salvation! 

8. Close by singing the Te Deum, LSB p.223 or LSB #941, We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God.


