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The 11th Sunday After Trinity 

August 16, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: Luke 18:9-14 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 17:20-47; Acts 26:24-27:8 
 
But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, 
but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ (Luke 18:13) 
 

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.  “The customer is always right!”  If you 
have ever worked in retail, you may have heard this phrase.  What it really 
means is, 

In most cases, the average customer is pretty easygoing. They have a 
few questions, they need some help, here and there, and usually end up having 
an acceptable experience as they spend their money. Of course that's the 
average customer. 

On the other hand you have customers who hear, “You are always 
right,” and they go in the store and they act like it. They are bossy, rude, harsh 
and often verbally abusive. At some point, the manager will come out and 
remind the customer that being right and being rude do not go together. 

In our Gospel text today, we see a Pharisee (much like a very entitled 
customer) and a tax collector. The Pharisee is a respected member of society, 
and the tax collector is hated by everybody... both are showing. The Pharisee is 
standing before God, bragging of how great he is, and the tax collector is 
standing before God as a repentant sinner.  

Although it is true, that in Baptism, we have hope and salvation,  we 
also know that we don't stand before God as if we have any hope in our own 
works. In reality, we stand before Him as the sinners He has rescued and as the 
fallen and broken people who have the true Savior in Jesus Christ, we know 
Jesus indeed shows "mercy to you, a sinner". In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, who are always more ready to hear than we to 
pray and give more than we either desire or deserve, pour down upon us the 
abundance of Your mercy, forgiving those things of which our conscience is 
afraid and giving us those good things that we are not worthy to ask, except 
through the merits and mediation of Christ, our Lord; through the same Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God 
now and forever. Amen (Collect for Trinity 11) 
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Monday of the 11th Week After Trinity 

August 17, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: Genesis 4:1-15 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 17:48-18-9; Acts 27:9-26 
 
When you work the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength. You shall 
be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” (Genesis 4:12) 
 

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Cain messed up. I mean, he'd done 
things in the past, before... but this time he REALLY MESSED UP. This was 
worse than anything else he had done. He was jealous of his brother Abel, so 
he rose up and killed him. Abel was dead and God was asking him, "Where is 
your brother?"  

Cain thought: "Wait... God didn't see what happened! Maybe I'll be 
okay. I'll just play dumb." So Cain responded, "Am I my brother's keeper?"  

"Nice try," said God "but I hear his very blood crying out to me." God 
then tells Cain that for his evil deeds he will still work the land but it will not yield 
any fruit. His works that he despised, will now not even bear fruit. He will also 
be sent away from God's presence.  

"It's too much!" responds Cain. "I can't go and be with the strangers! 
They will certainly kill me! " 

To this, God says, "Untrue, Cain! I will put my mark on you. As one they 
may not kill. If they do, they will deal with me!" 

That is the life of a sinner who is justified, isn't it? The sins we are guilty 
of (not just murder, but all of them) are 100% deadly! Each sin threatens to 
separate you from God forever!  

It is then that we see God has put His mark on us: the Blood of Christ... 
Our Baptism... God's very own Word marks us as one who is claimed among 
strangers. The life His Holy Spirit has given us is not for strangers to take, but  
for Him to nourish with His Word and Sacraments.  
All this is gifted to you by Jesus Christ, who is our Savior, Shepherd and true 
keeper. In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

 Heavenly Father, you have indeed had mercy on me, a sinner. Thank you for 
Your Son who has born what would have destroyed me. Amen.  

 45 

 

A Simple Form for Reflection 
Adapted from Luther’s Small Catechism 
As soon as you get out of bed in the morning or before bed, you should bless yourself 

with the sign of the Holy Cross and say: 

 

“In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.” 

 
Pray the Psalm for the week. 

The Holy Gospel is then read. 

Read the Reflection for the Day. 

Pray the Apostle’s Creed 

 

“I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of Heaven and Earth.  

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into Heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.”  

 
Then, kneeling or standing, say the creed and pray the Lord’s Prayer. If you wish, you 

may then pray this little prayer as well: 

 

In the Morning: 

“I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that  You 

have kept me this night from all harm and danger, and I pray that You would keep 

me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  

For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your 

holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen.” 

 

In the Evening: 

“I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 

where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands I 

commend myself, my body and soul and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, 

that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen.” 

 
After that, with joy go about your work and perhaps say the Ten Commandments or sing 

a hymn. At night, go to sleep immediately with joy. 



 44 

 

Saturday of the 16th Week After Trinity 

September 26, 2015 
 

Daily Lectionary: 2 Chronicles 31:1-21; Philippians 4:1-23 
 
Deal with Your servant according to Your mercy, And teach me Your statutes. 
(Psalm 119:124 from the Introit for Trinity 17) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Two things from church tomorrow: the 
mercy of God put upon you and the statutes of God taught to you. That new, 
inner man rejoices in the Divine Service tomorrow because God's mercy is 
delivered. God's mercy is the Good News of Jesus Christ crucified and risen for 
sinners. God's mercy is the preaching and proclamation that for Jesus' sake, 
the Old Adam doesn't win, can't condemn you, and is being daily put down by 
your Baptism. The mercy of God delivered to you is the promise that for Jesus' 
sake, your sins don't count against you and you have eternal life. You'll hear all 
that tomorrow in the Divine Service.  
 But the new, inner man will also learn the statutes, the laws, and 
commands of God, namely these: to love God with all your heart and to love 
your neighbor as yourself. The mercy of God is delivered to you in order that 
Christ may dwell in you and through you love others. The gifts Christ freely 
gives in His church are given to you so that through them you will be a blessing 
and help to those around you.  
 This is why we need the gifts of church each week. In them, the Lord 
puts to death the selfish Old Adam and renews and strengthens that new man 
in Christ. By the Law, the Lord crushes and kills Old Adam. By the Gospel, He 
gives you forgiveness and new life. And in that faith, which receives and lives in 
His forgiveness, you then love others and live in your daily callings to serve and 
help them.  
 Tomorrow, the Lord deals with you according to His mercy. And that 
means dealing with you according to Jesus. And that means only ever good 
gifts and blessings. In the Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
May we Thy precepts, Lord, fulfill And do on earth our Father's will As angels do 
above; Still walk in Christ, the living way, With all Thy children and obey The 
Law of Christian love. (May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfill, LSB 698:1)  
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Tuesday of the 11th Week After Trinity 

August 18, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-10 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 18:10-30; Acts 27:27-44 
 
Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you 
received, in which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast 
to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.(1 Corinthians 15:1–
2) 
 

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.  Is Christianity for real? Is it true? How 
much of it is true? How much of the Bible do I have to believe to be a Christian? 
Does it even matter what I believe as long as I believe it strongly? How do I 
know?  

Lots and lots of questions. Lots and lots of worries. Lots and lots of 
fears, over lots and lots of years. In every generation, there are always a group 
of people who send the Church into panic over the bad things happening in the 
world. 

"Terrorism!" such groups proclaim. "Terrorism surrounds us! All hope is 
lost!"  

Many in the Church hear this and say "This is so terrible. Oh no!" 
"Gays!" they shout. "Gay people are getting married! Heaven help us!” 
Many in the Church hear this and say "This is so terrible. Oh no!" 

Now when the church condemns these sinful things, the Church is absolutely 
correct! There are so many awful, terrible, dreadful, frightening, horrible, scary, 
unsettling, disgusting, nasty, godless, sinful things going on in the world, it is 
almost a full-time job keeping up with the threat of the day. 

However, St. Paul in 1 Corinthians reminds his readers that he himself 
used to be one of those terrible things. He was a murderer and persecutor of 
the Church. Yet out of his own horrifying existence, he was rescued by Jesus 
Christ. He was changed from being DREADED, to being a DISCIPLE.  

Through all the troubles he both caused and endured, St. Paul’s 
reminder to us is that "through it all, we know Christ is not a liar. He is the one 
who has given us His perfect and inerrant Word. The Gospel is trustworthy and 
it remains true. His Word is perfect and it is for you.” In the Name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
Heavenly Father, thank You for giving hope in a hopeless world. Amen.  
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Wednesday of the 11th Week After Trinity 

August 19, 2015 
 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 19:1-24; Acts 28:1-15 
 
Where is this written? The holy Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and St. Paul 
write: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you; 
this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.”(Small Catechism: Sacrament of the Altar, Part 2) 
 

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.  Jesus declared these words with a 
twofold purpose. It was not a coincidence that they were spoken during the 
Passover—a time when God came and both saved and killed. Those who 
trusted Him were saved. They had the blood on the doorposts. The angel 
passed them over. The Sacrifice was for them. It was real and they really were 
saved.  

For those who did not hear and believe God, for those who did not take 
His words literally, for those who did not take Him seriously... they were lost.  

That has always been the struggle with Jesus Christ. Ever since He first 
came in the manger, there those who trusted Him and those who did not—all 
the way to His humiliation by the Roman soldiers, to the cross where some 
shouted and mocked Him while others wept and mourned.  

And so it is the same today.  People doubt whether Christ was serious 
when He said, “This is my body,” and “this is my blood.”  Grammatically, those 
aren’t problematic statements.  Spiritually, however, they are impossible.  After 
all, if Christ is telling the truth, it means that I am actually a sinner and He is 
actually my Savior who forgives me.    
We are blessed to be given faith in the Holy Spirit to hear His words and trust 
them. We are blessed to have this wonderful, free gift of grace and mercy... a 
real gift... and an honest gift. In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 

 
Heavenly Father, Your Word is truth. Let it be for me. Amen. 
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Friday of the 16th Week After Trinity 

September 25, 2015 
 
Daily Lectionary: 2 Chronicles 29:1-24; Philippians 3:1-21 
 
[Hezekiah] said to them: “Hear me, Levites! Now sanctify yourselves, sanctify 
the house of the LORD God of your fathers, and carry out the rubbish from the 
holy place.” (2 Chronicles 29:5) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. King Hezekiah orders the Temple of the Lord 
to be cleaned out. Sound like anyone you know? Remember when Jesus did 
that? But Jesus didn't just come to clean out the building. He came to clear out 
our hearts and our religion of all the junk we fill it with: false faith, idols, trinkets 
of this world we love more than God. Away with all of it! Clear it out! But this 
isn't a rally cry for YOU to clean it out. We would do like the little kid cleaning 
her room and would find cool stuff and start playing with it instead of cleaning. 
We always try to hang on to our idols.  
 This sort of cleaning is restoring the Temple to its original purpose: the 
place where the Lord is present and the sacrifices are offered to take away sin. 
But this time, when Jesus comes, He IS the Temple. And He is the Priest. And 
He is the Sacrifice. Everything about the Old Testament priesthood and 
sacrifices and Temple points to and is fulfilled in Jesus.  
 He offers Himself for the sins of the world on Calvary. There, His death 
offers up the pleasing aroma of sacrifice which covers the stench of our sins. 
The water and blood flowing from His side washes clean our hearts and lives 
and faith and religion so that it is the pure worship of God: receiving His gifts in 
water and Word and body and Blood.  
 Hezekiah knew the Temple needed to be cleaned out. Get rid of the 
junk and trash. Only the Lord's stuff belongs there. So Jesus, also a son of 
David (as was Hezekiah) cleanses the Temple—not just the earthly Temple, the 
perfect and clean temple of His body is where God dwells and where we can be 
certain He is present for us and dwelling among us with His good gifts. A clean 
Temple is not just an exercise in janitorial skills. It's a promise from God Himself 
that all is right with you for His sake. In the Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
Glorious things of you are spoken, Zion, city of our God; He whose word cannot 
be broken Formed you for His own abode. On the Rock of Ages founded What 
can shake your sure repose? With salvation's wall surrounded, You may smile 
at all your foes. (Glorious Things of You Are Spoken, LSB 648:1) 
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Thursday of the 16th Week After Trinity 

September 24, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: Ephesians 3:13-21 
Daily Lectionary: 2 Kings 9:1-13; 10:18-29; Philippians 2:12-30 
 
...that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 
strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man… (Ephesians 3:16) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. The “inner man.” The “new creation.” 
The “new man.” The “son of God.” The Scriptures have many ways of referring 
to the you who is in Christ Jesus. There is the “Old Adam.” The “old you.” The 
“sinful flesh.” And so St. Paul's prayer for the Ephesian Christians is that they 
be strengthened in the inner man, the new man, the one who daily emerges 
from the waters of holy Baptism.  
 It is true that the Old Adam is put to death by the daily contrition and 
repentance of our baptismal life and remembrance. But here the Apostle is 
asking that we be strengthened in that new, inner man who always glorifies God 
and loves others  
 How does such strengthening happen? This is nothing other than a 
prayer that the Spirit work in God's people. And how does that happen? This is 
nothing other than a prayer that we be where Christ's Word and gifts are by 
which such strengthening takes place.  
 Here, the Apostle would remind us of the gifts Christ has gained for us 
by His life, death and resurrection. Here, the Apostle would remind us of the 
gifts given in our Baptism, through Absolution, the Word, and the Supper of 
Christ. It is these gifts of Jesus that deliver to the inner man what Jesus won for 
us: forgiveness, life and salvation. Rescue from death and the devil. Rescue 
from the judgment of the Law and the condemnation of hell.  
 To be strengthened in the inner man means to be given Jesus' gifts by 
the Spirit who gives those gifts to us through our pastors. In His church, Christ 
is very much at work and busy about strengthening you in the faith and giving 
daily life and strength to that inner man so that he lives glorifying God and 
loving his neighbor. That's you, in Christ! In the Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
Hold me ever in Your keeping; Comfort me in pain and strife. In my laughter and 
my weeping Be with me throughout my life. Give me greater love for You, And 
my faith and hope renew In Your birth, Your life, and passion, In Your death and 
resurrection. (Praise to You and Adoration, LSB 692:2) 
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Thursday of the 11th Week After Trinity 

August 20, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: Ephesians 2:1-10 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 20:1-23; Acts 28:16-31 
 
“Far be it from you! If I knew that it was determined by my father that harm 
should come to you, would I not tell you?”(1 Samuel 20:9) 
 

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. ”Far be it from you!” When David told 
King Saul's son that Saul wanted him dead, he didn't like hearing it. You see, 
Saul and his son Jonathan were close. They kept in good contact. Jonathan 
was trying to tell David he was mistaken. 

In response, David came up with a test. He was supposed to be at a 
special dinner with King Saul. He told Jonathan he would miss it. When King 
Saul asked where David was, Jonathan was supposed to tell him that he went 
to the temple.  

If Saul was happy, it would mean that the King was delighted that David 
was in the Lord's House. If he was angry, it meant he lost his chance to murder 
David. So David tells Jonathan, "If I am guilty, you can kill me and take me to 
your dad yourself." 

To this, Jonathan says "Far be it from you!" In other words, "Keep that 
guilt and death away from you" He wanted David to live, because he loved him.  

This is the gift of Christ on the cross. The only difference is, you actually 
ARE guilty. The guilt you have is all yours and death is what is called for. 

Thanks be to God, because the death that was required did not come 
from a goat in a temple, but from the Lamb of God on the cross, for you. The 
mercy of Christ is the one that takes your sin far from you and onto Him. In the 
water of Holy Baptism His death becomes yours and His resurrection becomes 
your future. Your sin is far from you because Christ has drawn you close to Him. 
In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 

 
Heavenly Father, thank You for keeping me close to you, and keeping death 
and hell far from me. Amen.  
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Friday of the 11th Week After Trinity 

August 21, 2015 
 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 20:24-42; 1 Corinthians 1:1-25 
 
For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of 
the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” (1 Corinthians 
1:18–19) 
 

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.  Have you ever met one of those types 
of people who are so smart.  I mean, they can do complex math problems in 
their head, they can recite literature, poetry or all the state capitals in 
alphabetical order, and yet they don't know how to put gas in the car, or how to 
talk to a member of the opposite sex? 

In some areas, people seem to be really gifted, yet in others it's 
amazing that they have no ability at all. Things the "average" person might find 
commonplace, they manage to find impossible.  

The same is true for the cross of Christ. One might mistakingly see only 
the horrifying image of a man, who has already endured horrific torture, 
suffering mocking. Add to that, His executioners took His beaten and humiliated 
body and nailed Him to the cross. In all honesty, it's hard to think about and 
even harder to look at. That's how the world sees it, anyway. The world only 
sees what is happening in terms of bad things. 

To be honest, we shouldn't delight in the thought of being nailed to the 
cross. It wouldn't be a fun experience. In fact, it would be one of the most 
horrible experiences, ever! You would hang for hours as you both bled to death 
and slowly suffocated.  

Of course if that's all Christ's death was—a single event or a single 
act—then we would see it as nothing but tragic, but it wasn't. You see, when we 
see it for what it is: an act of love by God for you, it changes. This tragedy 
becomes the Gospel—the Good News that God has done this wonderful thing 
for you. You now have hope in spite of a very wise world that doesn't 
understand this simple thing. What is foolishness to the world is salvation for 
YOU. In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 

 
We Pray: Heavenly Father, thank you for not looking at my total weakness, but 
making Christ's merit my own. Amen. 
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Wednesday of the 16th Week After Trinity 

September 23, 2015 
 
Daily Lectionary: 2 Kings 6:1-23; Philippians 1:21-2:11  
 
3. Are you sorry for your sins? Yes, I am sorry that I have sinned against God. 
4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins? His wrath and 
displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Romans 6:21, 23. 
(Small Catechism: Christian Questions 3-4) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Of course we're sorry for our sins! 
They'll doom us! God's mad? We'll die? We'll be damned? Yeah, we're sorry! 
Sorry we got caught. Sorry we can't do better. Sorry we've messed everything 
up. Sorry we let others down and hurt them. Sorry we can't fix it. There's a lot to 
be sorry about when it comes to our sins. “The wages of sin is death...” 
 Those Christian Questions don't pull any punches! They tell it like it is. 
And when we answer them, we are telling it like it is with us. And while death is 
the wages, what we've earned, the paycheck for our sins, there is something 
else. There is the gift. The gift is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 These questions, with their reference to Romans 6:21, 23, help us sort 
out what's what. Death? That's ours. That's what we've earned. What we 
deserve. Forgiveness? Sins paid for? Eternal life? That's a gift. Unearned—
given freely by Jesus to sinners out of love for His Father. And His gift is better 
than our wages. His gift trumps our wages. When Christ gives His gift, we don't 
need our paycheck for sin anymore.  
 Sorry for our sins? You bet! Deserve death and hell? Absolutely!  But 
what do we receive? Forgiveness. Life. Salvation. Water. Word. Body. Blood. 
Jesus. The Christian Questions help us focus on what the wages are so that the 
gift is all the sweeter in comparison and truly received as a gift: freely, without 
conditions, no strings attached, for Jesus' sake. In the Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
Yet as the Law must be fulfilled Or we must die despairing, Christ came and 
has God's anger stilled, Our human nature sharing. He has for us the Law 
obeyed And thus the Father's vengeance stayed Which over us impended. 
(Salvation Unto Us Has Come, LSB 555:5) 
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Tuesday of the 16th Week After Trinity 

September 22, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: 1 Kings 17:17-24 
Daily Lectionary: 2 Kings 5:9-27; Philippians 1:1-20 
 
And he stretched himself out on the child three times, and cried out to the 
LORD and said, “O LORD my God, I pray, let this child’s soul come back to 
him.” (1 Kings 17:21) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Remember last week when we said that 
God wasn't testing the widow to see if she was faithful? People who want to 
read the Scriptures in the “Give to God and He'll give back” way need to explain 
why the Lord let the widow's son die. That's the woman's question. Why did 
God give her oil and flour that never ran out just so He could let her son die?  
 Elijah's got this, so this Gentile woman could see the glory of God and 
that Christ would be pictured for her and for us. Elijah takes the boy and 
stretches out over Him three times. The boy is raised from the dead. Perhaps 
this recalls Jesus' three days in the tomb before He rose from the dead. It is 
surely a reminder that the resurrection of Jesus Christ would happen when God 
sent His Son finally to save sinners by His death on the cross.  
 It's a baptismal story, too. Water, poured upon you three times “in the 
Name of the Father...and of the Son...and of the Holy Spirit.” Then the life 
comes back into you. The new creation breathes with the breath of the Holy 
Spirit. You are no longer dead in your sins but alive in Christ. The Lord has 
saved you. He has put to death your Old Adam. He has raised the new man in 
Christ to life.  
 And, just like the son of the widow of Nain, Elijah gives this boy back to 
his mother. Just as you, baptized into Christ, are given to your mother, the 
church, to be raised and taught and fed. The Lord raises us from death and 
gives us life with Him in His church. That's how He did it in Elijah's day, in 
Jesus' day, and now, in the days of His church. And He keeps raising dead 
sinners until He comes again to raise us once and for all and give us paradise 
forever. In the Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
The ranks of death, the Lord of Life Stood face to face that hour; And You took 
up the age-old strife With words of awesome pow'r. “Young man, arise!” You 
ordered loud, And death defeated lay. The widow's son cast off his shroud And 
strode from death away. (O Christ, Who Shared Our Mortal Life, LSB 552:8) 
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Saturday of the 11th Week After Trinity 

August 22, 2015 
 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 24:1-22; 1 Corinthians 1:26-2:16 
 
He said to David, “You are more righteous than I, for you have repaid me good, 
whereas I have repaid you evil.(1 Samuel 24:17) 
 

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.  Look at the television, the Internet, 
Twitter wars, Facebook flaming, even events in your own home and 
neighborhood. There is no shortage of people being brutal toward  one another.  

If a person gets the sense of being "wronged" or "disrespected" they 
often will expend a great deal of anger, hate and personal energy in an attempt 
to "give back what was given to them." In too many cases, what started off as a 
simple offense, ends with one person dead and another being carted off to jail.  

In the case of David and Saul, we know Saul was working overtime to 
capture and kill David, in order to keep him from ascending to the throne of 
Israel. But Saul was not able to thwart God’s plans. The throne was given to 
David by the same God who says "You shall not murder." When David had the 
chance to kill Saul, he didn't take it. Saul’s life wasn't his to take. Rather, David 
showed mercy for the one who deserved no mercy. 

That's how God works. He shows mercy to people who don't deserve 
it—people we don't like, people like US even! On the cross and in your Baptism, 
you have the greatest show of mercy of all! He has had mercy on you! 

Every day that we live as children of Christ, we live as people who have 
been spared death by being given the greatest gift! In the Name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

 
Heavenly Father, we know that we deserve nothing good by our own works. 
Thank You for Jesus, who, by Grace, has rescued me. Amen.  
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The 12th Sunday After Trinity 

August 23, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: Mark 7:31-37 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 25:1-22; 1 Corinthians 3:1-23 
 
What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as 
the Lord assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.
(1 Corinthians 3:5–6) 
 

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.  Back then, people were saying that in 
their religious life, they were followers of Paul or Apollos. And quite literally, they 
had fallen into their old, pagan ways of worshipping a person—the messenger 
and not the message.  

Is it any different today? How often do we see television "preachers" 
come on the scene and amass a HUGE following? They become popular 
because they are good looking, clever, well-spoken, and any other number of 
things that are attractive to people. How many times have we heard them go on 
and on in their "messages" without so much as a single word about who Jesus 
is? 

Pretty soon, we see not a group of Christians gathered around Jesus, 
but a cult of personality, gathering around the newest, hippest preacher to come 
down the road.  For a time such a gathering may appear to prosper, but 
eventually it will come to ruin. 

The joy of a faithful preacher is the message, not the messenger. The 
Good News is that in spite of how cool your pastor is (or isn't), you are blessed 
when he preaches the Good News of Jesus Christ for you, for the forgiveness 
of your sins!  In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
Almighty and merciful God, whose gift it is that Your faithful possess all things 
pertaining to faith and life, we implore You that we may so faithfully cling to Your 
promises in this life that we fail not finally to attain to Your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (Collect for Trinity 12) 
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St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 

September 21, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: Matthew 9:9-13 
Daily Lectionary: 2 Kings 4:48-5:8; Ephesians 6:1-24 
 
And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to His disciples, “Why does your 
Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” (Matthew 9:11) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. The Pharisees’ question about Jesus 
after He had gone to supper at Matthew the tax collector's house is based on 
the idea that holiness comes from how you behave and with whom you hang 
out. Clearly those people are not trying to please God and so eating with them 
just suggests that maybe Jesus is not a legitimate teacher. Look at what sort of 
sinners He collects for disciples!  A real teacher of God wouldn't do that!  
 This is the world's religion: It is your behavior and propriety that 
determine your standing with God. And when that's the measure, we'll always 
be better than someone else and be able to look down on them. Of course, 
there will always be someone better than us, able to do the same.  
 What does Jesus do? He doesn't go around collecting disciples who 
deserve God's love. He goes around collecting disciples who deserve God's 
judgment and condemnation. But to them He proclaims the salvation of sinners. 
He shows them that God is not about calling in the accounts (like a tax collector 
would do) but in forgiving debts and freeing people from the burden of their sins. 
There are no back taxes owed for your sins. You are set free forever from 
whatever you have owed God.  
 All your debts to the Lord made by the sin-checks you cashed have 
been satisfied and zeroed out by the blood of the Lamb of God shed on Calvary 
for you. Jesus' death and resurrection is the canceling of all that you have owed 
God because He Himself has paid it all in full.  
 And this brings us, through water and the Word and through His Body 
and Blood, into a faith in which we stand before God—not on our own merits but 
upon the finished work of Jesus for sinners. And that is a faith which then 
doesn't go to the neighbors to call in their debts to us but freely forgives and 
loves them as we have been loved. That is the faith by which the Lord made St. 
Matthew an Apostle and Evangelist, that it might come to us too. In the Name of 
Jesus. Amen.  
 
O love, how deep, how broad, how high, Beyond all thought and fantasy, That 
God, the Son of God should take Our mortal form for mortals' sake! (O Love, 
How Deep, LSB 544:1) 
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The 16th Sunday After Trinity 

September 20, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: Luke 17:11-17 
Daily Lectionary: 2 Kings 4:8-22, 32-37; Ephesians 5:15-33 
 
And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud 
voice glorified God, and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And 
he was a Samaritan. (Luke 17:15-16) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. There are lots of Samaritans in Luke's 
Gospel. The Jews of Jesus' day did not like the Samaritans. (This all went back 
to the Old Testament when the Kingdom of Israel split into North and South, 
with capitals at Samaria and Jerusalem respectively). To the Jews, the 
Samaritans were second-class citizens. Not as faithful, for they worshiped in the 
wrong place. They were descendants of rebels. They were not good sons of 
Abraham.  
 There's always that danger, isn't there? To think that because of our 
family, or status, or denomination, or background, or education, or behavior, or 
any other reason—that we're better than others. That sort of pride manifests 
itself in a religion that might need Jesus for something once in awhile, but not all 
the time.  
 The Samaritan leper who was healed realized he didn't just need Jesus 
to get rid of his leprosy. He needed Jesus for forgiveness, life and salvation. So 
he went back to receive more blessings in faith. And Jesus' blessings never run 
out. His death cleanses us from the leprosy of sin. It makes us clean in God's 
sight. On account of Jesus, you are no longer an outcast. Now you don't have 
to stand far off from God and cry out. Rather, you are in. A part of the family. 
Baptized into Christ. All His gifts are yours. And He still has more. The reminder 
of that baptism. Absolution for your sins, as much as you need. His Body and 
Blood, always there for you to feed you with the food of eternal life.  
 And such gifts call forth praise and thanksgiving from us. It's not that the 
Samaritan had better manners than the other nine lepers. It's that in faith he 
received Jesus' gift and would, by faith, receive all that Jesus had for him and 
more. So it is that we have received all of Christ's good gifts and even more. 
For all this we thank and praise Him, and God is glorified when we receive the 
good things He has for us.  In the Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
O Lord, we pray that Your grace may always go before and follow after us, that 
we may be continually given to all good works; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord who live sand reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and 
forever. Amen. (Collect for Trinity 16) 
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St. Bartholomew, Apostle 

August 24, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: Luke 22:24-30 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 25:23-44; 1 Corinthians 4:1-21 
 
A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as 
the greatest. (Luke 22:24) 
 

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.  There was a commercial out a few 
years ago that was very popular.  The scene opens with a nuclear power plant 
on the verge of a total meltdown. People are freaking out! Finally one guy starts 
shouting instructions and after a few adjustments and knob turns, the meltdown 
is averted.  

Amidst cheers and hugs, the room is overfilled with joy. Death had been 
postponed! Finally, one of the workers asks the man "Are you new here?" The 
man calmly replies "No, I'm with a tour group, but I stayed at a Holiday Inn 
Express last night." 

We get that same sense from the Gospel reading. Here we have a 
bunch of disciples gathered together. During their time together, they have 
consistently erred and failed and every time it was Jesus who made everything 
right. It almost seems funny that a bunch of men who had been following Jesus, 
people who had seen Him do wonderful things, would wonder who was the 
best! 

That is the struggle Christians have. In spite of all the wonderful things 
done by Jesus—in spite of all of the wonders God has performed—we focus on 
the wrong place: ourselves. 

Truth be told, there is no difference between the guy from the Holiday 
Inn commercial and the Apostles, who were trying compare themselves: They 
were looking at themselves for the answer. The reality of the situation is, if that 
really happened, the nuclear generator would have blown up and killed 
everybody. If the Apostles were the focus of our faith, Jesus wouldn't matter 
and we would all die in our sins.  

Thanks be to God, that when we look at our "greatness" we know that 
we have none. Christ is the one who is great on our behalf. We give thanks that 
we need never look at our works to have hope. Instead, we look to the Word of 
God, the Works of Christ, and we rejoice in His works for us!  In the Name of 
Jesus. Amen. 
 
Lord God our Heavenly Father. Thank you for taking away the burden of saving 
myself by sending Jesus in my place. Amen. 
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Tuesday of the 12th Week After Trinity 

August 25, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: Isaiah 29:17-24 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 26:1-25; 1 Corinthians 5:1-13 
 
It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind 
that is not tolerated even among pagans (1 Corinthians 5:1) 
 

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. The Corinthians were very new to both 
the grace of Christ and also the Law of God. Interestingly, in the Bible lesson 
today, the Corinthians were acting on behalf of a misunderstanding of the 
Gospel.  

They believed that since they had forgiveness in the Gospel, that they 
were able to not only live as disgusting pagans, but even in a way that 
disgusted pagans!  

Apparently there was a member of the Corinthian congregation who 
had taken his mother as his bride. Not only is this something forbidden by God, 
it is something generally regarded by pagans as being "seriously gross,” as if to 
say "Dude, that's your MOM! What are you doing?"  

Often in today's society, we find Christians who seem to  misunderstand 
the Law and the Gospel. Some think that to be a "real Christian" you have to be 
more law-focused (legalists). Others think real Christians don't have to care 
about the Law at all (antinomians). 

In either case, both the legalists and the antinomians in the Christian 
Church are people whom we should avoid, because neither bears witness to 
the true Christ. This doesn't mean the Church is "perfect", because we are "not 
of this world". It means that when we are together, it is Christ who rules, Christ 
who reigns. People who want extra laws or no law at are the enemy of the 
Gospel of a church filled with sinners.  

A church filled with forgiven sinners is indeed a wonderful thing! It 
means that we don't need to add or take away from what Christ Himself has 
instituted. We have hope that He is the true Lord of the Church! In the Name of 
Jesus. Amen. 

 
Lord God our heavenly Father, thank you for your saving grace. Keep me far 
from my vanities which threaten to separate me from You. Amen. 
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Saturday of the 15th Week After Trinity 

September 19, 2015 
 

Daily Lectionary: 2 Kings 2:19-25; 4:1-7; Ephesians 4:25-5:14 
 
For You, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive, And abundant in mercy to all 
those who call upon You. (Psalm 86:5 from the Introit for Trinity 16) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. The psalmist doesn't say God has 
conditions on our forgiveness. He doesn't say, “You are abundant in mercy to 
those who get their lives together or behave better or stop sinning.” Simply, the 
Lord hears those who call upon Him.  
 Tomorrow, you will go into church filled with the hurts and sins of the 
past week. The things you've said and done in the dark depths of your heart. Or 
to others. The things for which God could judge you and damn you. But not this 
God. Not this Jesus. He is good and ready to forgive. Everything about Good 
Friday was so that you could go into His house tomorrow and call upon Him. 
“Here I am, Lord. A poor, miserable sinner. By nature sinful and unclean. Lord, 
have mercy upon us.” 
 And He's ready to forgive, before you even say any words! The pastor 
makes the sign of the cross and reminds you of your baptism! After your 
confession, the Good News of absolution. A sermon proclaiming Christ crucified 
and risen for you! A Supper set for your feasting, on the flesh and blood of 
Jesus for salvation and life. Oh yeah! God has heard your cry and the Divine 
Service with all His Words and gifts is His answer to you.  
 And when we have seen and heard and received, then these words of 
the Psalmist become our own. It's true! God IS good and ready to forgive. He 
has! He is abundant in mercy! Totally merciful in Jesus! He hears when we call 
upon Him. His answer is grace. Mercy. Peace. Forgiveness. Life. Salvation. 
Paradise. Yes, He's heard you. Loud and clear. And so is His answer. In the 
Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
To this temple, where we call You, Come, O Lord of hosts, and stay; Come with 
all Your lovingkindness, Hear Your people as they pray; And Your fullest 
benediction Shed within these walls today. (Christ Is Made the Sure 
Foundation, LSB 909:2) 
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Friday of the 15th Week After Trinity 

September 18, 2015 
 
Daily Lectionary: 2 Kings 2:1-18; Ephesians 4:1-24 
 
And so it was, when they had crossed over, that Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask! 
What may I do for you, before I am taken away from you?” Elisha said, “Please 
let a double portion of your spirit be upon me.” (2 Kings 2:9) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. The really awesome thing wasn't that 
Elijah ascended to heaven in a whirlwind, surrounded by the fiery chariots of the 
angelic hosts. No, the great gift on that day was that Elijah's mantle fell upon 
Elisha—that the Lord's prophet was given a prophet to follow him. Then God's 
Word would continue to be preached and proclaimed.  
 When Jesus ascended into heaven, He didn't just wave goodbye to the 
world. He had ordained the Apostles to go into all nations, baptizing and 
teaching and making disciples. He had ordained them to forgive and retain sins, 
preach the Gospel to every creature and “do this (the bread and cup) in 
remembrance of Me.” Through the preaching of His Word, Christ was with His 
Apostles and present in His church.  
 He is still here with us by His Word and gifts. Water. Word. Body. 
Blood. The Lord has made sure in every age that there are preachers to deliver 
the Good News of the salvation He accomplished for the world to sinners. 
That's how the Lord has always operated. He works through His Word, 
delivered by those He calls and ordains to preach.  
 The Lord sends those preachers for our comfort. In every age, where 
the world seems to be falling apart, the Lord's men are there to proclaim the 
pardon and peace of Christ to sinners. And when a preacher is no more, Elijah's 
mantle is cast upon the next one, for the Lord continues to send and ordain men 
for this task. It is a blessed gift, the mantle of Elijah. We see in that gift a 
promise that the Lord will never forsake His people but will always be there to 
deliver His salvation for the whole world.  
 And so Elisha picked up where Elijah left off. So it goes on down to your 
pastor and the pastors after him, until the Lord returns and we see Him face to 
face. In the Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
God of the prophets, bless the prophets' sons; Elijah's mantle o'er Elisha cast. 
Each age its solemn task may claim but once; Make each one nobler, stronger 
than the last. (God of the Prophets, Bless the Prophets' Sons, LSB 682:1) 
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Wednesday of the 12th Week After Trinity 

August 26, 2015 
 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 28:3-25; 1 Corinthians 6:1-20 
 
What is the benefit of such eating and drinking?  Answer: That is shown us in 
these words, “Given for you” and “shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” This 
means that in the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given us 
through these words. For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life 
and salvation. (Catechism: Sacrament of the Altar, Part 3) 
 

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Remember that time you were really 
mad when the bakery was giving away free cake? Yeah, me neither.  

This is how the world wants to treat all of the wonderful things God 
does for us. The world said "Sure, Jesus died on the cross, but you have to be 
old enough and smart enough to accept it.  

Or "All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God..." Yeah, but sin 
isn't a real THING, right?  

Or “Whoever believes and is Baptized shall be saved" Yeah, but they 
mean something besides ACTUAL water Baptism, right? 

Finally "Take and eat... take and drink... my body and blood given and 
shed for you..." Yeah, but Jesus didn't REALLY mean it was His body, did He? 

To answer: No, wrong, no, and yes.  
The struggle with the truth of the statement Jesus makes about His own 

body and blood is also a statement of "Is it really for the forgiveness of my 
sins?" The answer is yes! Jesus always tells the truth. He has not given you a 
theoretical thing in the Lord's Supper, any more than He has given you a 
theoretical forgiveness.  He has given you actual forgiveness through His actual 
Body and Blood.  

These things are linked together, they are real and they are FOR YOU! 
In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, thank You for the gift of Your true Body and Blood in Your 
Holy Supper. Forgive me when I doubt. Amen. 
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Thursday of the 12th Week After Trinity 

August 27, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: 2 Corinthians 3:4-11 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 31:1-13; 1 Corinthians 7:1-24 
 
Then Saul said to his armor-bearer, “Draw your sword, and thrust me through 
with it, lest these uncircumcised come and thrust me through, and mistreat me.” 
But his armor-bearer would not, for he feared greatly. Therefore Saul took his 
own sword and fell upon it.(1 Samuel 31:4) 
 

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. The time had come. The enemy was 
preparing to cast it's evil, not only upon Israel, but upon her King. They saw the 
King lying there wounded. They would now, at their leisure, take his life away 
from him. His life was now no longer his, but theirs. 

King Saul did not see it that way. Rather than die at the whim of 
pagans, he would lay down his own life. He first asked the person who carried 
his weapons to do it, but was refused. He then took his own sword and fell on it. 
After that, the armor bearer would follow him in death. Today, the enemy would 
not get things done his way. 

In Christianity, we see this as a picture of the victory won for us by 
Jesus. Granted, unlike Saul, He was the rightful King, the God-made-flesh who 
came into the world to take on our sins and give us forgiveness by His death on 
the Cross.  

Of course even at the Cross, both those who were standing below and 
even one who was next to Jesus hurled insults at Him. Namely they wanted to 
see Him undo what the Jews and Romans "Did to Him".  

Of course we know that Jesus was not being punished for His sins, but 
he "became sin" for us so we would be the righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 
5:21). 

We also know that nothing was done to Him, but what was  done 
according to His plan. “No one takes my life from me, but I lay it down of my 
own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up 
again. This charge I have received from my Father” (John 10:18). 

The sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross isn't something that happened by 
accident.   Rather, it was the good and gracious will of the Father that Jesus 
would die in your place, in order that you would have eternal life! In the Name of 
Jesus. Amen. 

 
Lord Jesus, You have indeed come in my place. You have paid my debt to sin, 
death and the devil, thus giving me hope. Amen. 
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Thursday of the 15th Week After Trinity 

September 17, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: Galatians 5:25-6:10 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 19:1-21; Ephesians 3:1-21 
 
Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. (Galatians 6:2) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Christians struggle. We struggle with 
the sinful flesh. Each Christian has unique ways in which the Law does its work 
in us, magnifying sin, and convicting us. Some bear the burden of much lust. 
Some can't help taking things that belong to others. Some are weak in the faith 
and others are too quick with their tempers. Whatever it is, Christians struggle 
with something. The question is, how will we love our brothers and sisters in 
Christ and help them bear their burdens?  
 Christ bore the burden of our sin. It’s not our job to get rid of sins—to 
pay for them or die for them. Jesus took care of that. Our sins were made His. 
He was made sin for us. He bore them as a curse upon the tree. The Lamb's 
blood was shed for all the world. His resurrection leaves those sins buried in the 
tomb.  
 Now, having been unburdened of your sins by Jesus, unburden your 
neighbor! Help them to lighten the load. When their sins cause them to slip up, 
fail, and fall, don't be there to point it out, condemn, and shout, “I told you so!” 
Rather, bear their burdens with them by reminding them of the same 
forgiveness we have all been given in Christ. Forgive them. Overlook their sins. 
Don't hold a grudge. Don't broadcast it for all the world to see and laugh. Be 
there for them, so that they may know you are not there to judge but to forgive, 
to remind them of Christ's forgiveness. Remind them of their Baptism, the same 
one you have been given. Absolve them as you have been absolved. Lift them 
up and bring them to the Lord's altar to receive Christ's forgiveness there 
together as members of the body of Christ.  
 Christ has carried the real burdens. The burdens now are that when we 
stumble, our neighbor may grab us and when they stumble, we will be there to 
steady them and help them bear their burdens. That's the “Law of Christ,” that 
we love our neighbor as we have been loved. Living in His forgiveness, we 
forgive and help one another. This is a blessed gift which is yours in Christ 
Jesus. In the Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
Lord, let me win my foes With kindly words and actions, And let me find good 
friends For counsel and correction. Help me, as You have taught, To love both 
great and small And by Your Spirit's might To live in peace with all. (O God My 
Faithful God, LSB 696:4) 
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Wednesday of the 15th Week After Trinity 

September 16, 2015 
 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 18:20-40; Ephesians 2:1-22 
 
1. Do you believer that you are a sinner? Yes, I believe it. I am a sinner. 2. How 
do you know this? From the Ten Commandments, which I have not kept. 
(Catechism: Christian Questions 1-2) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. The Catechism has a section called 
“Christian Questions with Their Answers.” This section is a review of what we 
learn in the other parts of the catechism and is laid out in a way that prepares 
us to receive the Lord's Supper. These questions don't pull any punches. They 
dive right in: Are you a sinner? Yep. How do you know? The Ten 
Commandments.  
 Great answer! Why? Because we don't necessarily FEEL like sinners. 
Sure, maybe we made some mistakes or aren't perfect, but sinner? Damnable 
sinner? No way. Maybe I've done some bad things, but not as bad as some 
people. And I don't feel as bad as they should. So thankfully the Christian 
Questions don't even mess with our feelings. They go straight to God's Word: 
the Ten Commandments.  
 Do you love God above all things? Do you love His Name or use it like 
a curse word? Do you joyfully hear His Word or would you rather sleep in on 
Sunday? Do you honor your parents or disrespect them? Do you hate, harbor 
grudges? Lust? Commit adultery? Look at porn? Do you take what doesn't 
belong to you? Do you say the things that cover others' sins or expose them? 
Do you lie and gossip? Are your thoughts filled with coveting and wanting what 
God hasn't given you? You know the answers. The Ten Commandments are 
right. You are a sinner.  
 And that is why you have a Savior. A Savior who gave His life for you. A 
Savior who rose for you. A Savior who washed you and clothed you with His 
righteousness. A Jesus who gives you His own Body and Blood and promises 
to raise you on the Last Day. That's the final word. The Ten Commandments do 
indeed teach that you are a sinner. Everyone is. And so the Word also delivers 
the Gospel, the Good News: You are saved from your sins. Thanks be to God 
for those Commandments which show us our sin so that we may rejoice we 
have a true Savior! In the Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
To Jesus we for refuge flee, Who from the curse has set us free, And humbly 
worship at His throne, Saved by His grace through faith alone. (The Law of God 
is Good and Wise, LSB 579:6) 
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Friday of the 12th Week After Trinity 

August 28, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: Romans 10:9-16 
Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 1:1-27; 1 Corinthians 7:25-40 
 
“Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” (Romans 10:11) 
 

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen.  In the Bible, shame, is never good. 
When someone is shamed, it means that an act or acts done by that person, 
have placed their reputation and their credibility in serious jeopardy.  Even more 
importantly, their standing before God is demolished.  

In traditional Japanese culture, when someone was shamed, the only 
noble thing to do was for him to kill himself. "Death before dishonor" was the 
saying.  

Shame is a horrible thing, in and of itself, but when someone tries to 
yield shame as a weapon, the devastation is incalculable! How many times 
have we seen parents with expectations for their child that go beyond 
reasonable? They use shame in response to their child’s efforts. 

And it doesn't end there, either! In many Western cultures, when a 
violent act against a woman occurs, the first thought is often, "What did she do 
to deserve that?" or "What was she wearing to cause this to happen?" The 
reality remains, shame Is used to further hurt a victim. 

Whether it is having impossible expectations, or an inability to deal with 
the horrors of a sinful world, that's how sinners act. We become  horrible 
judges. 

Only Jesus is the answer to shame. He does not call on you to be good 
enough for Him. He does not ask the victims to suffer alone. Rather than make 
you bear the burden of shame, He took your shame upon Himself and brought it 
to the cross. He washed you and cleansed you from the brutal, shaming 
accusations of the world and the Devil. He has taken your shame away and 
destroyed it. In Christ, you are free from those horrible accusations! When He 
said "It is finished," He was talking to YOU. In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
Lord Jesus, thank you for freeing me from shame, and giving me hope. Amen. 
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The Martyrdom of St. John the Baptist 

August 29, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: Mark 6:14-29 
Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 5:1-25; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
 
And she went out and said to her mother, “For what should I ask?” And she 
said, “The head of John the Baptizer.” (Mark 6:24) 
 

In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Why was John the Baptizer killed? Was 
it because he was the cousin of that troublemaker Jesus? Nope. Was it 
because he was trying to escape from Herod's jail? Nope. Maybe it was 
because he was being rude to the King? Nope. John was actually well liked by 
the king. 

The fact of the matter is, John was in jail for telling the truth. Yes, the 
truth. He told Herod that it was wrong that he was in an adulterous relationship 
with his brother's wife. Interestingly, it wasn't as if everybody didn't know 
it...John was just the one who said it out loud. And for that, he was jailed. 

Herodias was the woman with which Herod was in this relationship. She 
also knew what John said. She believed that the only relief she would get from 
her guilt was to have John killed. So when the daughter asked the mother what 
she should ask for, Herodias said "The head of John the Baptizer". 

Did the king grant the request? Yes, although with great  regret  But a 
promise is a promise, so he fulfilled Herodias' gruesome request. John was now 
dead... yet the guilt remained. 

The interesting thing about sin, is that it doesn't go away just because 
you want it to go away. Even quieting the mouths of those who accuse you will 
not silence the voice of sin on your heart (Jeremiah 31). The only silencer of sin 
is Jesus. 

You see, while Christ was doing His earthly ministry, it was both to tell 
the world that they were steeped in sin, as well as to tell them that He was their 
only hope of silencing that sin.  Christ’s death did not silence Him, but rather, 
became the voice of salvation for all who believe and are baptized. His death 
and resurrection was the silencing of the hopelessness and despair of the devil. 
The Word He now speaks to you is life and salvation! In the Name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
Dear Jesus, thank you for dying so that I may live and my sins are silenced 
Amen.  
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Tuesday of the 15th Week After Trinity 

September 15, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: 1 Kings 17:8-16 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 18:1-19; Ephesians 1:1-23 
 
And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have said, but make me a 
small cake from it first, and bring it to me; and afterward make some for yourself 
and your son. For thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘The bin of flour shall not 
be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the day the LORD sends rain on 
the earth.’”(1 Kings 17:13-14) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. The world has been brainwashed by TV 
preachers that if you give something to God, you'll get more back. As if God is 
going to wait for us before He is kind and acts like our Father! In this story, a 
widow and her son needed to eat. So the Lord gave her flour and oil that didn't 
run out. Elijah, the Lord's prophet, needed a place to stay. The Lord made sure 
the widow was around to take care of him. This isn't about us and how we can 
manipulate God to get more stuff! This is about the Lord making sure His 
promises are known. In fact, this story is really about Jesus.  
 Later on in the Gospels, Jesus contrasts the faith of this Gentile woman 
with the Pharisees who, being Israelites, rejected Jesus. Here is a woman who 
trusts the Lord. It's not her trust that gets her something in return. The Lord 
provides for her and she receives it as a gift. This is how God operates: He 
gives graciously, not because we deserve anything, but because He is our 
heavenly Father and that's what He does.  
 Cast your cares upon the Lord. If Jesus took all your sins upon Himself 
on Calvary, He'll surely make sure you have what you need for this life and the 
life to come. Daily bread. Clothes. Shoes. House. Home. All that stuff. But even 
more, a Baptism, the Good News, His flesh and blood, which are the food by 
which He will raise you on the Last Day.  
 God does not set out opportunities for you to prove that you are a good 
Christian. He provides for you, before you even know you need something. He 
gives you His Holy Spirit so that you trust in Him and throughout your life 
continues to prove that He is your loving heavenly Father who cares for you. He 
does this because He has given His own Son to save you and that is proof He 
is faithful. In the Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
Who trusts in God a strong abode In heav'n and earth possesses; Who looks in 
love To Christ above, No fear that heart oppresses. In You alone, Dear Lord, we 
own Sweet hope and consolation, Our shield from foes, Our balm for woes, Our 
great and sure salvation. (Who Trusts in God a Strong Abode, LSB 714:1) 
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Holy Cross Day 

September 14, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: John 12:20-33 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 16:9-17:24; 2 Corinthians 9:1-15 
 
“Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from this 
hour’? But for this purpose I came to this hour. Father, glorify Your name.” Then 
a voice came from heaven, saying, “I have both glorified it and will glorify it 
again.” (John 12:27-28) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Jesus could ask the Father to be saved 
from the hour of His suffering and death. But then you wouldn't be saved. No 
one would. If Jesus is spared suffering and death, you won't be. Your sins will 
be yours and the eternal judgment of God upon you will be just.  
 But Jesus didn't come to bail on us. He came to go through with it. To 
walk the lonely road of suffering and death for sinners. For you. For the world. If 
He goes the way of trial and mockery and thorns and cross and death, then you 
are saved. His death is your salvation.  
 But there is more. “Father, glorify your name.” How is God's name 
glorified? Exalted? How is God most God? When He's saving sinners. When 
the Father sends His Son for you. When the Son willingly undergoes that 
suffering and death for you.  
 But the glory doesn't end on Good Friday. It's not snuffed out with the 
last breath of Jesus. He rises again the third day. Jesus hasn't just taken care of 
sin. He's taken care of death. And by taking care of both of those, He's taken 
care of you. Taken away your sins. Given you eternal life.  
 Your baptism, the absolution, the preaching, the Body and Blood—all of 
these are the glorious gifts of a Savior who has put you above Himself, who has 
done what needed doing to make you right with your Creator. Jesus 
accomplished it. He didn't shy away from it or run. He faced it head-on and now 
“it is finished.” Your salvation is a done deal. God has glorified His name when 
He put it upon you and called you His dear child. In the Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
Your soul in griefs unbounded, Your head with thorns surrounded, You died to 
ransom me. The cross for me enduring, The crown for me securing, You healed 
my wounds and set me free. (Upon the Cross Extended, LSB 453:5) 
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The 13th Sunday After Trinity 

August 30, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: Luke 10:23-37 
Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 6:1-19; 1 Corinthians 9:1-23 
 
But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?” (Luke 10:29) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. He wanted to justify himself. He wanted 
to show Jesus that he could keep the Law and was a good person. We do it all 
the time. Justifying means saying that we are right. At least when we justify 
ourselves. But what Jesus teaches the young man is that he can't justify 
himself. He can't keep the Law. He can't love his neighbor as himself and 
thereby proves he doesn't love God either. The whole point of Jesus' story of 
the “Good Samaritan” isn't to give this young man some ideas as to which good 
deeds to do.  
 No, the point of Jesus' story is to teach this man that He has been 
mugged and robbed by the devil and sin and that the priest and Levite (the Law) 
are not going to help him. They'll pass him by. That's what the Law does. It 
says, “Do this. Keep this. Avoid that.” And if you don't do those things? If you 
don't keep the Law? There's not help there. The Commandments command. 
They don't enable. They just declare, “Do this and don't do that and if you don't, 
you die.” 
 What we need, what this young self-justifier needs, is a Savior who 
comes by, sees us beaten and robbed and scoops us up to heal our wounds 
and make sure we are cared for. Here we have a Jesus who pours in the oil and 
wine of His Word and Sacraments to save our lives. He puts us in His inn, the 
church, and makes sure our preachers continue to give us His gifts so that we 
grow strong in Him.  
 The Lord is not telling this story so that the young man can say, “Yeah, I 
really have done all that!” He's telling this story so the young man realizes he 
hasn't done it at all, that he can't justify himself, and that he needs a Savior to 
rescue him when the Law can't save him.  
 That's what we all need: Jesus to live and then die on Calvary to keep 
and fulfill the Law for us. Jesus to take the Law's curse and punishment for us. 
Jesus to rise again and give us new life through our baptism into Him. That is 
really being justified—when Jesus justifies you by grace through faith. In the 
Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
Almighty and everlasting God, give unto us the increase of faith, hope, and 
charity, and as we do obtain that which You promise, make us to love that 
which You command; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (Collect 
for Trinity 13) 
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Monday of the 13th Week After Trinity 

August 31, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: 2 Chronicles 28:8-15 
Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 7:1-17; 1 Corinthians 9:24-10:22 
 
Then the men who were designated by name rose up and took the captives, 
and from the spoil they clothed all who were naked among them, dressed them 
and gave them sandals, gave them food and drink, and anointed them; and they 
let all the feeble ones ride on donkeys. So they brought them to their brethren at 
Jericho, the city of palm trees. Then they returned to Samaria. (2 Chronicles 
28:15) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Long story short: There was fighting 
between the tribes of Israel. There were captives who got abandoned and 
needed some help. They got help from a bunch of Samaritans. It doesn't matter 
who your neighbor is, and whose neighbor you are. The Lord calls us to love 
our neighbor and that means helping others in need, whatever that need may 
be.  
 Do good to others! Love your neighbor! Help them out! Be a listening 
ear, speak words of comfort. Do whatever it takes to assist those around you 
with whatever they need. Just don't think that makes you a better person than 
anyone else and most especially don't suppose it makes you square with the 
Lord.  
 And that's the problem. When we do good works, when we help others, 
when we perform a “good deed,” we are proud of ourselves. We feel good 
about ourselves. That's justifying ourselves. That's thinking we're better 
because of what we've done. But here's the truth: God already accepts you for 
Jesus' sake. You can’t get any more perfect or holy in God's sight than you 
already are in Jesus. His death on the cross, His resurrection, His washing you 
at the font, His feeding you at the altar—all this forgives your sins and makes 
you holy. All of this justifies you. It squares you up and makes you right with 
God.  
 Now, when you have good works to do and don't do them as you 
should?  You’re forgiven. When you do good works and help others and have a 
high opinion of yourself? You’re forgiven. When you think your good works are 
better than others or you are proud of yourself? You’re forgiven. God's 
forgiveness extends and covers even the sins you have in the good things you 
may do! That's because what happened in the story is a picture of what Jesus 
does. He clothes and feeds us who were captive to sin and sets us free. In the 
Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
Forgive we now each other's faults As we our faults confess, And let us love 
each other well In Christian holiness. (Where Charity and Love Prevail, LSB 
845:3) 
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The 15th Sunday After Trinity 

September 13, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: Matthew 6:24-34 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 12:20-13:5, 33-34; 2 Corinthians 8:1-24 
 

Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; 
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 
(Matthew 6:26) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Do you want to know how you can know 
the Lord will provide for you? Take a look at the windshield on your car. Have 
the birds been by? You'll know if they have. And if they have, you know your 
heavenly Father's been feeding them. And you are worth far more than they 
are, because you are one for whom Christ died! Christ was given into death to 
take away your sins and make you a child of God through your new birth of 
water and the Spirit at the font.  
 What's a dad's job? Isn't it to provide for his children? Sure, earthly 
fathers don't do this perfectly. Some fail miserably, but that doesn't mean that's 
not what dads are for. And your heavenly Father is perfect. He is the perfect 
Father—the Father who cares for you and provides for you.  
 You don't believe this. It's why you covet. It's why you think the things 
your Father gives you aren't enough. It's why you work your fingers to the bone 
and want to keep it all for yourself. It's why you worry about what to eat and 
wear and make the stuff of this life the most important thing in your life. Repent! 
Thinking like that is just saying, “My heavenly Father doesn't care. He won't 
care for me.”  
 And there is a way even more certain than birds relieving themselves 
on your car that you can know that your heavenly Father cares for you. He 
sends His Son. Jesus comes to trade places with you and save you. He comes 
to give you His righteousness as clothing, His own flesh and blood as food, His 
own Word as the sure and certain promise and guarantee that God loves you 
and is going to take care of you. You are way more valuable than some birds! 
You are children of God in Jesus. And therefore your heavenly Father can't do 
anything but make sure you're taken care of. In the Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
O Lord, we implore You, let Your continual pity cleanse and defend Your 
Church, and because she cannot continue in safety without Your help, preserve 
her evermore by Your help and goodness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. (Collect for Trinity 15) 
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Saturday of the 14th Week After Trinity 

September 12, 2015 
 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 11:42-12:19; 2 Corinthians 7:1-16 
 
Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; And attend to the voice of my supplications. 
(Psalm 86:6 from the Introit for Trinity 15) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Give ear, O Lord! Pay attention! Listen 
to my cry! I'm praying, Lord. I'm crying out to you for all sorts of things. For all 
sorts of people. Hear my prayer. Hear my prayer because of Jesus. Listen to 
me because you love your Son and since I am baptized into Him, you hear me 
too. Listen to me for His sake.  
 That is our prayer. That is why we call upon God. Tomorrow in the 
Divine Service, we will lift our prayers to the Lord. We will put into His ears all 
our supplications, our wants, what we need, what others need. But how do we 
know He hears us? How do we know He even cares?  
 Dear little ones, do you not know? You stand in the presence of the 
Lord tomorrow as His dearly beloved, baptized into Christ, His own precious 
children born from above by water and the Spirit.  
 Do you not know? You come before Him so that He may absolve and 
cleanse you with His Word. That way, when you ask, you shall ask from lips 
purified by the blood of the Lamb who was sacrificed for you.  
 Oh yes, dear ones, the Lord hears your cry even as He opens your 
mouths to receive the blessed Bread of Life in Body and Blood. If He gives you 
Himself like that, you can be certain He hears your prayers and every word you 
speak to Him is a joy for Him to hear.  
 We pray with the psalmist. We pray with Christ. We pray with one 
another in the church and with all the church throughout the world. We pray the 
Lord will hear. And He does and He will. Every word you utter. Because of 
Jesus. Every prayer. Every supplication. Your voice is carried to His ears and 
He hears. And His answer is His daily and rich mercy and forgiveness not just in 
the Divine Service, but your whole life as He tends and cares for you. In the 
Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
Hear us Father, when we pray, Through Your Son and in Your Spirit. By Your 
Spirit's Word convey All that we through Christ inherit, That as baptized heirs 
we may Truly pray. (Hear Us, Father, When We Pray, LSB 773:1)   

 19 

 

Tuesday of the 13th Week After Trinity 

September 1, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: Galatians 3:15-22 
Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 7:18-20; 1 Corinthians 10:23-11:16 
 
Is the law then against the promises of God? Certainly not! For if there had 
been a law given which could have given life, truly righteousness would have 
been by the law. But the Scripture has confined all under sin, that the promise 
by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. (Galatians 3:21-22) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. It's not just that the devil tricks us into 
breaking God's Law. He also tries to trick us into thinking we can keep it. If he 
can get a person, like the young man in the Gospel lesson this week, to think he 
can do the Commandments and keep them, well, then what do we need a 
Savior for?  
 Paul hammers the point home to the Galatians: Keeping the Law can't 
save you. Righteousness doesn't come from the Law because the Law was 
given by God to show us that we're sinners. Righteousness comes from Jesus 
Christ. The Law points to Him. It is kept by Him. It is fulfilled by Him. His perfect 
life, His death on the cross, and His resurrection from the dead, show us the 
end, the “telos” of the Law, that is, its fulfillment and purpose. The Law crushes 
us so that Jesus can save us. The Law dooms you so that Christ can save you. 
The Law makes you a sinner so that Jesus' blood shed for you brings 
forgiveness.   
 When we look at the Ten Commandments, we aren't supposed to say, 
“Hey, no problem. I’ve got this!” Rather, we should despair of ourselves, of our 
ability to love God and neighbor, and see that apart from God's help, we are 
doomed. Enter Jesus, the Savior of sinners, who comes to those crushed by the 
Law and its demands. He appears and says, “Let me carry this load. Let me 
bear this burden. Let me shed my blood, die your death, and rise for you. Let 
me wash you, absolve you, feed you, forgive you.” And He does. And the Law 
has become God's tool for emptying you of your self-righteousness and making 
you a sinner so that the Savior can do His saving. Now, that salvation is yours, 
promised to you in Jesus, received by faith. In the Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
To Jesus we for refuge flee, Who from the curse has set us free, And humbly 
worship at His throne, Saved by His grace through faith alone. (The Law of God 
is Good and Wise, LSB 579:6) 
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Wednesday of the 13th Week After Trinity 

September 2, 2015 
 

Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 11:1-27; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34 

 

How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? Certainly not just 
eating and drinking do these things, but the words written here: “Given and 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” These words, along with the bodily 
eating and drinking, are the main thing in the Sacrament. Whoever believes 
these words has exactly what they say: “forgiveness of sins.” (Small Catechism: 
The Sacrament of the Altar, Part 4) 
 

 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. A common misunderstanding of the 
Sacrament of the Altar is that we believe we are “doing something” by taking 
Communion. You might hear someone say, “Well we are not saved by works, 
so going to Communion doesn't save you.” But that sort of thinking misses the 
point. And the point is not the action we are doing, but the gift Christ is giving. 
And that gift is given through His Word: “Given and shed for you, for the 
forgiveness of sins.”  
 When Jesus' Words are spoken, the bread and wine deliver to us the 
true Body and Blood of Jesus, given and shed for you on Calvary, but given you 
to eat and drink at the Lord's altar. When we receive this gift, we are given a gift 
that promises forgiveness of sins, life and salvation.  
 Now, when we return from receiving the Sacrament of the Altar, we 
don't go bragging saying, “Hey, look at me! I went to church! I took Communion! 
I'm a good Christian!” That sort of talk is made by a person who has faith in 
what they have done, not what Jesus gives.  
 True faith says this, “The Lord has invited me to His altar, brought me to 
His feast, fed me with His Body and Blood. Now I know that my sins are truly 
forgiven because His Word says so. Now I know that I will have eternal life 
because His Word promises me exactly that. I, poor unworthy sinner, have 
been saved and given these eternally good gifts! Amen!”  
 See the difference? One is a confession about “me.” The other is 
confessing what Christ gives and does for us in this holy gift. So our eating and 
drinking doesn't make it true. Eating and drinking is just the manner in which we 
receive this gift. And this gift is all Jesus. For you! In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 
 

Who can condemn me now? For surely The Lord is nigh, who justifies. No hell I 
fear and thus securely With Jesus I to heaven rise. Lord, may Thy body and Thy 
blood, Be for my soul the highest good! (Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior, LSB 
619:3) 
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Friday of the 14th Week After Trinity 

September 11, 2015 
 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 11:1-26; 2 Corinthians 6:1-18 
 
For He says: “In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of 
salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is 
the day of salvation. (2 Corinthians 6:2) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. “There's no time like the present!” 
“Carpe diem!” (“Seize the day!”) We have a lot of phrases we use to tell us to 
make the most of our time. That would seem like what St. Paul is saying here. 
God offers His salvation. Don't put it off! Believe today! 
 But where in that verse is the “you do it” part? These words of Paul tell 
us that God is the one doing the saving and He's doing it now. When Paul tells 
us that now is the day of salvation, he means that we are living in the time when 
God gives His salvation to the world through the preaching of the Gospel.  
 In the Old Testament, God was working things out to make ready the 
fulfillment of His Promise. When Christ came, He fulfilled the Law and 
accomplished our salvation, paying the price for our sins and earning our 
eternal redemption by His blood.  
 But now—the present time, ever since our Lord rose and ascended—is 
the time of salvation. It's the time of God sending His Spirit to wash us clean at 
the font, fill our ears with the Good News of Christ crucified and raised, and to 
fill our mouths with the Body and Blood of Christ. Now is the time where God is 
delivering that salvation all around the world, wherever His Word is proclaimed. 
There is no time period or place where that Gospel is not for everyone. 
 You are living in the “now” time, the time of God's grace to the world in 
Jesus Christ. You are living in the day of salvation, ever since you were 
baptized and numbered among the saints whom the Spirit has been calling and 
gathering since the days of the Apostles. Yes, now is the time of His pardoning 
sinners, and saving us from sin and death. Now is the day of salvation, the time 
when God is saving sinners and granting them eternal life. Now is the time of 
God's favor upon you and the day of your salvation. In the Name of Jesus. 
Amen.  
 
Wisely fight, for time is fleeting; The hours of grace are fast retreating; Short, 
short is this our earthly way. When the Lord the dead will waken And sinners all 
by fear are shaken, The saints with joy will greet that day. Praise God, our 
triumph's sure. We need not long endure Scorn and trial. Our Savior King His 
own will bring To that great glory which we sing. (Rise! To Arms! With Prayer 
Employ You, LSB 668:3) 
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Thursday of the 14th Week After Trinity 

September 10, 2015 
 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 9:1-9; 10:1-13; 2 Corinthians 5:1-21 
 
For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him. (2 Corinthians 5:21) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Jesus didn't only bear or carry our sin. 
He did so as the Lamb of God. But St. Paul tells us that He even BECAME our 
sin for us. What is sin? Jesus on Calvary! What sins have you done? Whatever 
Jesus is on Calvary. He carries our sin. He IS our sin. There is no sin of yours—
from the sin with which your nature is corrupted to any thought, word, or deed 
great or small—which is not now His. Which is laid upon Him. Which He 
became.  
 And since He has done that, in Him you have become the 
righteousness of God. Jesus, of course, is the righteousness of God, but you 
are in Him through Holy Baptism and He is in you through Holy Communion. By 
His Word, you dwell in Him and He in you such a way that He is your sin and 
you are the righteousness of God. As long as you are in this life, your sins are 
His sins—are Jesus, crucified for you. As long as you are in Christ, you are the 
righteousness of God in Him.  
 Without Christ, you are your sins. You have no righteousness. You 
deserve only condemnation. That's a pretty bad place to be! But thank God He 
sent His Son. Jesus came to become your sin and set you free.  
 This is not just a figure of speech or a way of talking. This is reality. 
Jesus has become your sin and in so doing, has rescued you from sin and its 
consequence: death. By becoming your sin, Jesus has rescued you from the 
damning judgment that sin deserves. By becoming sin for you, Jesus has made 
certain that you will live forever with Him, on that Day when all sin is gone for 
good and nothing but everlasting righteousness remains in God's paradise with 
Him. In the Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
Praise be to Him who, Lord Most High, The fullness of the Godhead shares; 
And yet our human nature bears, Who came as man to bleed and die. And from 
His cross there flows our peace Who chose for us the path He trod, That so 
might sins and sorrows cease And all be reconciled to God. (Praise Be to 
Christ, LSB 538:3) 
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Thursday of the 13th Week After Trinity 

September 3, 2015 
 
Daily Lectionary: 2 Samuel 12:1-25; 1 Corinthians 12:1-13 
 
So David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” And Nathan said to 
David, “The LORD also has put away your sin; you shall not die. However, 
because by this deed you have given great occasion to the enemies of the 
LORD to blaspheme, the child also who is born to you shall surely die.” (2 
Samuel 12:13-14) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. The son of David dies because of 
David's sin. David hoped it wouldn't be so but the Lord took the life of that little 
one. It was a foreshadowing of something greater. David and Bathsheba would 
have another son, Solomon, through whose line Jesus would eventually be 
born. Jesus. The Son of David, who dies for David's sin and the sin of the world. 
See that? No matter which son of David we're talking about, it's back to Jesus.  
 David lusted, coveted, committed adultery and murdered. The Lord hit 
him with the Law through the prophet Nathan which crushed him. The Lord 
brought David to repentance and spoke the absolution: “God has put away your 
sins.”  
 No matter what you have done, the Son of David takes the hit. 
Whatever your sins, transgressions, trespasses, or iniquities—they are now on 
Jesus. Laid upon Him for Him to suffer and die on Calvary. To give His life in 
exchange for yours and put all your sins away.  
 Now you will not die but live. Live by the waters of your Baptism in 
which the new creation is born from above. Live by the words of Absolution 
which declare your divine pardon. Live by the Bread of Life given in the Holy 
Supper of Christ, to give you eternal life.  
 The great blessing that the Lord gave David is a pastor to speak God's 
Word to him. The Lord does the same for you: He gives you a pastor whose job 
it is to speak God's Word of Law and Gospel to you and to call you to 
repentance and faith in Jesus Christ your Savior. Your pastor's job is to always 
remind you that it is David's Son, Jesus, who has taken all your sins away and 
they are gone for good. In the name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
O Come, Thou Key of David, come, And open wide our heav'nly home; Make 
safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery. Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!” (O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, LSB 
357:5) 
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Friday of the 13th Week After Trinity 

September 4, 2015 
 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 1:1-4; 15-35; 1 Corinthians 12:14-31 
 
The king also said to them, “Take with you the servants of your lord, and have 
Solomon my son ride on my own mule, and take him down to Gihon. There let 
Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him king over Israel; and blow 
the horn, and say, ‘Long live King Solomon!’ Then you shall come up after him, 
and he shall come and sit on my throne, and he shall be king in my place. For I 
have appointed him to be ruler over Israel and Judah.” (1 Kings 1:33-35) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a 
donkey, some of the Jews may have remembered this story. When David's 
other son, Adonijah, tried to be king, David showed everyone that Solomon 
would be king, by putting him on the king's donkey and having him ride into 
Jerusalem. The guy on the donkey? That's the true Son of David who will be 
king. So when Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a donkey, well, that's why they 
say, “Blessed is the Son of David! Hosanna!” 
 Jesus riding into Jerusalem as the Son of David is a reminder that God 
works through means. It was a particular people (the Israelites) and a particular 
tribe (Judah) and a particular family (David and Solomon) through whom God 
would come in the flesh. Jesus doesn't just appear out of nowhere. He's born 
into a particular family tree. That means we will be made a part of His family 
tree.  
 It also shows that God keeps His promises. Since Adam and Eve, 
Noah, and Abraham and ever since, the Lord had promised the coming of the 
Savior. Now He was here—born in King David's line and the heir of King David. 
And His kingdom isn't just a strip of land in the Middle East but a kingdom all 
over the world where He gathers His people by water and the Word to be His 
subjects. It is a kingdom of grace in which the proclamation of the King is heard 
over and over: Debts are forgiven; sins are forgiven; trespasses are forgiven; 
life and salvation to all!  
 All hail the Son of David! He comes to save us. God keeps His 
promises. And you are saved. In the Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
Ride on, ride on in majesty! In lowly pomp ride on to die. Bow Thy meek head to 
mortal pain, Then take, O God, Thy pow'r and reign. (Ride On, Ride On in 
Majesty, LSB 441:5) 
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Wednesday of the 14th Week After Trinity 

September 9, 2015 
 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 8:22-30, 46-63; 2 Corinthians 4:1-18 
 
Who receives this Sacrament worthily? Fasting and bodily preparation are 
certainly fine outward training. But that person is truly worthy and well prepared 
who has faith in these words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins.” But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them is unworthy 
and unprepared, for the words, “for you” require all hearts to believe. (Small 
Catechism: The Sacrament of the Altar, Part 5) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. The irony in the Lord's Supper is that 
those who think they are worthy to receive it are not. Being unworthy is to be 
worthy to receive Christ's Body and Blood. That is to say, Christ gave Himself 
into death to save sinners. He rose to free us from death. He gives His Body 
and Blood to us to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins. To receive Christ's 
Body and Blood is to receive a gift with a promise attached: your sins are 
forgiven and God will raise you up at the last day.  
 Worthiness/unworthiness is not about something in us. It's not like if you 
sinned less this past week you are more worthy to receive Christ's Body and 
Blood. Rather, “worthiness” means this: “receive it in faith.” “Worthiness” is 
nothing other than believing that this is indeed the true Body and Blood of 
Christ, given for sinners, and you are a sinner.  
 If we were to say, “I'm not a sinner” or “I'm not that bad of a sinner” or 
“this isn't really the Body and Blood of Jesus” or “I don't need forgiveness or at 
least not a lot of forgiveness” - if someone were to say things like that, his 
mouth is confessing unbelief. Unbelief is expressed by not wanting or caring 
about what is received in the Supper.  
 Faith, on the other hand, faith born of the Spirit's work in us, receives 
this gift knowing that we don't deserve it and have not earned it. Faith doesn't 
look for some “worthiness” in how good a person we are. Faith simply says, 
“Jesus has a gift for me. This gift saves me. Forgives me. Promises me eternal 
life. Thank you, Jesus. Amen.” That is true worthiness: nothing other than 
believing those words of Jesus, that His Body and Blood are given and shed 
FOR YOU. In the Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
O grant, most blessed Lord, That earth and hell combined May not about this 
sacrament Raise doubt within my mind. (Your Table I Approach, LSB 628:5) 
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Tuesday of the 14th Week After Trinity 

September 8, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: Galatians 5:16-24 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 7:51-8:21; 2 Corinthians 4:1-18 
 
For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these 
are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. 
(Galatians 5:17) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. The verse above perfectly describes our 
lives as Christians. The new man in Christ fears, loves, and trusts in God above 
all things. The new man in Christ delights in loving and serving others. The Old 
Adam hates God and other people. The Old Adam loves himself most of all. 
Which are you? You are both. “Simul justus et peccator.” At the same time saint 
and sinner. It's a battle inside. And who wins?  
 St. Paul says you have the Spirit in you. The Holy Spirit. The Spirit does 
the making holy, the sanctifying. How does He do that? How does He bear fruit 
in you while fighting against your Old Adam? By Christ and His gifts, that's how! 
 The Holy Spirit wars against your Old Adam by drowning him daily in 
the contrition and repentance of your baptism. The Holy Spirit fights that enemy 
within by announcing the Good News of forgiveness for Jesus' sake. The Holy 
Spirit battles it out against your sinful flesh by giving you the flesh and blood of 
Jesus in the Supper of the Lamb. And those gifts give you the victory because 
they deliver to you what Jesus accomplished and achieved: forgiveness, life 
and salvation, by His death on the cross and His resurrection on Easter.  
 If you ever wonder why you know what is right but don't do it; if you ever 
get frustrated that you're not a “better Christian;” if you ever wonder whether 
God can love you when you've done THAT; if the condemnation of the Law 
frightens you, then listen to the Good News!  The Holy Spirit has put your 
sinful flesh to death and raised up a new creation. Your sins are forgiven and 
you are set free. You walk in the Spirit because the Spirit lives in you by faith 
and has come to dwell in you by His Word. And as the Holy Spirit dwells in you, 
He will work in you to grow those fruits He is famous for and by which you show 
that you do indeed—in Christ—love God and your neighbor. It's a battle. But 
you have already won in Christ! In the Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
Creator Spirit, by whose aid The world's foundations first were laid, Come, visit 
ev'ry humble mind; Come, pour Your joys on humankind; From sin and sorry set 
us free; May we Your living temples be. (Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid, LSB 
500:1) 
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Saturday of the 13th Week After Trinity 

September 5, 2015 
 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 2:1-27; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
 
How lovely is Your tabernacle, O LORD of hosts! My soul longs, yes, even 
faints For the courts of the LORD; (Psalm 84:1-2 from the Introit for Trinity 14) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Sure, church is nice, but do you really 
long to be there? Are you really fainting in anticipation of being in God's house? 
These words probably don't fit the enthusiasm and mood of the average 
Christian on a Sunday morning. We should long to jump out of bed and let 
nothing stand in our way to be in church, God's house, where His Word is.  
 But our sinful flesh is indifferent. Couldn't care less. Doesn't want to go. 
A million excuses. We can't honestly make these words ours because we don't 
honestly love going to church that much.  
 But your new man in Christ does. Your new man in Christ, born from 
above at the font by water and the Spirit can't wait to get there. That's because 
your new man has the mind of Christ. And if anyone loved God's house it was 
Jesus.  
 In fact, these words are really Jesus' words. He loves the Lord's house 
this much. He loves it that much for you. The zeal for His Father's house 
consumed Him. Got Him in trouble. Got Him sent to death. Crucified because 
He took God's house seriously. Crucified because we don't. And His perfect 
love for the Lord's house is yours, for you are covered with His righteousness.  
 And think about it. What makes His house so great? What's so special 
about church? It's your house, too! You are a child of God. You were born 
there, at the font. You are taught there, the Good News of Jesus death and 
resurrection for you. You are fed there by His own Body and Blood. Indeed, the 
house of God is lovely because it is filled with His gifts given for you. And it will 
be right there for you in the morning, filled with His gifts once again. In the 
Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
I love Your kingdom, Lord, The place of Your abode, The Church our blest 
Redeemer saved With His own precious blood. (I Love Your Kingdom, Lord, 
LSB 651:1) 
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The 14th Sunday After Trinity 

September 6, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: Luke 7:11-19 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 3:1-15; 2 Corinthians 1:1-22 
 
When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not 
weep.” (Luke 7:13) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. Really? Jesus tells a grieving widow not 
to cry? Try that at the next funeral visitation. It's not that Jesus is not 
compassionate. He's not saying, “Listen, lady, death is tough but try to dry your 
eyes and get over it!” He tells her not to weep because death has no power. 
Death has no power because He will die on Calvary and rise the third day. And 
that means sin and death are answered for. For him. For you. For the world.  
 Jesus proves this by touching the coffin and telling the boy to get up. 
And He gives him back to his mother. Jesus doesn't promise He'll raise every 
person again for THIS life. But He does promise to raise us to life for eternity on 
the Last Day. But the Lord DOES raise you from death in this life in your 
baptism. In the water and Word of the font you the Lord says, “Arise!” and the 
new creation comes forth. Then, He hands you back to your mother, the church, 
where you live until He comes again.  
 Death is something we cannot conquer. We can try to live as long as 
we can, but sooner or later, death will take us. But your Baptism is like an 
inoculation against death. In the same way when you contract the flu, your 
vaccination helps your body to fight it off, when death takes you, it can't keep 
you. And you will be raised up on the Last Day. Jesus demonstrates that's why 
He came: to win over death for you, by raising this young man from the dead.  
 Jesus does this now but later it will be He Himself who rises from the 
dead. Just so we hear this story in September knowing that again in March or 
April we'll hear that story again, of our Lord's triumph over death.  
 When it comes down to it, the Christian faith is about victory over death. 
Jesus died and rose again. And that means you will, too. In the Name of Jesus. 
Amen.  
 
Keep, we implore You, O Lord, Your Church with Your perpetual mercy; and 
because the frailty of mankind without You cannot but fall, keep us ever by Your 
help from all things hurtful and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (Collect for Trinity 14) 
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Monday of the 14th Week After Trinity 

September 7, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: Proverbs 4:10-23 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Kings 5:1-16; 2 Corinthians 1:23-2:17 
 
My son, give attention to my words; Incline your ear to my sayings. Do not let 
them depart from your eyes; Keep them in the midst of your heart; For they are 
life to those who find them, And health to all their flesh. (Proverbs 4:20-22) 
 
 In the Name + of Jesus. Amen. The Word of God gives life. It saves us, 
but not in the way of lot of people read it. Many read the Word of God and 
attach themselves to the Law, thinking that if they do these things, they will 
have a good life and live. It's true, that the Law does indeed say that: “Do this 
and you will live.” But sin attacks and we've broken the Law. We try and then 
see that we cannot keep it. So what good are the words?  
 If the Word is actually about us, then it really isn't that good. It isn’t 
really life if it is about us. But the Words are of Christ. They are His Words. So 
they can't be anything but life. Jesus' Word gives life. He is the One who speaks 
the Word of life. Arise from death. Your sins are forgiven. You are a child of 
God. Christ died for sinners. He rose again. He will raise you up on the Last 
Day.  
 His Word is life. His Words are life. “I baptize you...” “I forgive you all 
your sins...” “Given and shed for you, for the forgiveness of sins.” These words 
are life to you. They are health for your flesh. Sin and death will kill your flesh. 
But the Words of Jesus save you and will raise you from death.  
 When the author of the Proverbs directs us to God's Word, he's not 
telling us to look to ourselves and apply some gems of wisdom for victorious 
living. Rather, he's reminding us of God's promises which are given to us 
through the Word. The Word splashed. The Word spoken and proclaimed. The 
Word bodied and blooded. That Word and those Words: They are life, because 
they are Christ's and they deliver His salvation to you.  
 So, to “give attention” and to “incline you ears” is nothing other than to 
hear Christ in those words and live. In the Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
From the cross Thy wisdom shining Breaketh forth in conqu'ring might; From 
the cross forever beameth All Thy bright redeeming light. Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise to Thee who light dost send! Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end. (Thy 
Strong Word, LSB 578:4) 


