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The First Sunday of Advent 

November 29, 2015 
 
Today's Reading:  Matthew 21:1-9 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 5:1-25; 1 Peter 2:1-12 
 
“And they brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks and He 
sat on them.” (Matthew 21:7) 
 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen. Jesus rides right into your Advent today. 
It’s His season after all. He even makes it look like Lent with a triumphal entry! 
Break out the violet of Holy Week! The King is coming! 

He’s riding into Jerusalem. He’s riding to the Cross. He’s riding to save 
you—to keep the Law for you and to take your sins upon Himself. He’s riding to 
a coronation with a crown of thorns, where the sign above His head will 
proclaim to the world who He is: Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.  

His Advent starts with His death. It begins with your death, too. Your 
sins died with Him on the Cross. You died with Him in the waters of Holy 
Baptism. Your old selfish way is drowned and dead in the water and His Name. 

He rose from the dead. And you rose with Him. You have new life now, 
no longer living for yourself but for others. You are without sin, stain, guilt. You 
are holy. You are forgiven. You are His own. 

So prepare your life. Douse yourself with God’s Holy Law and be 
repented. Clean up your life while there is still time. Be for others—your family, 
your friends, your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, even your enemies. 

And receive Jesus’ Advent. Advent is received by faith! Faith grasps 
hold of the Word coming to you in the waters of Holy Baptism, in the words of 
Absolution spoken by the pastor as by God Himself, in the bread and wine that 
is His Body and Blood.  

Adventus means “He comes.” Advent is the season of our Lord’s 
coming to you. It is a joyful, penitence-filled season of preparation. It’s a season 
of repentance and faith. It bathes your house with violet repentance and rose 
joy. It washes you from the person you were yesterday and faiths you with His 
forgiveness today. It cleanses you with the Blood of Christ, and you live forever. 

The King is coming into Jerusalem and then on to the Cross. Repent of 
your sins. Believe the Gospel. Repentance and faith—that’s the season of 
Advent for you. In the Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
“The Advent of our King Our prayers must now employ, And we with hymns of 
welcome sing in strains of holy joy!” (The Advent of Our King, LSB 331:1) 
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St. Andrew, Apostle 

November 30, 2015 
 

Today's Reading: John 1:35-42a 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 6:1-7:9; 1 Peter 2:13-25 
 
“He [Andrew] first found his own brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found 
the Messiah, which is translated, Christ.’” (John 1:42) 
 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen. St. Andrew’s Day teaches us that there is 
no escaping Lent in Advent. Only Jesus’ suffering and death will save us. Not 
even Christmas shopping can deflect from the reason why Jesus has come to 
you: Jesus has to die. 

Jesus came on Christmas, born of the Blessed Virgin in order to be the 
Lamb of God who would take away the sin of the world. He was the offering for 
sin. He was the sacrifice that made you acceptable to God. He alone has made 
you right with God. Apart from His holy life and bitter suffering and death, you 
cannot be saved. 

The Lord came to Andrew and then to His brother, Simon Peter, to see 
to the delivery of the salvation He would accomplish for you in Lent. He sent the 
Apostles to preach repentance and faith to sinners, to forgive and retain sins, to 
wash iniquities away from those outside the house of God, and to feed His Body 
and Blood to His saints.  

His Apostles suffered in His Name. They were cast out of temples, 
beaten, and martyred, just as He was cast out of the temple, beaten and 
crucified. They preached what He did. We are saved by receiving their 
preaching. 

Advent with its violet color reminds us of the suffering and death of 
Christ. There is no avoiding it, escaping it, trying to soften it into some 
“acceptable” message that seems more…merry.  

Jesus came, keeping the Law and suffering the punishment for our 
sins. He was born for Good Friday. He was raised so that you and I would be 
saved. Christ is the sacrifice. We are those for whom He has been sacrificed. 
He is the dead One. We are the ones who now live by His death. He is the One 
raised from the dead. We are the ones who have been raised in His 
forgiveness. 

Repentance and Faith. That’s Advent for us. Repenting of our sins and 
believing the Gospel. The Lord does that through His sent ones—men like 
Andrew who point us to the Christ the Lenten Lamb of God, who has taken 
away the sin of the world. In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 
 

“Almighty God, by Your grace the apostle Andrew obeyed the call of Your Son 
to be a disciple. Grant us also to follow the same Lord Jesus Christ in heart and 
life, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.” (Collect for St. Andrew the Apostle) 
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A Simple Form for Reflection 
Adapted from Luther’s Small Catechism 
As soon as you get out of bed in the morning or before bed, you should bless yourself 

with the sign of the Holy Cross and say: 

 

“In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.” 

 
Pray the Psalm for the week. 

The Holy Gospel is then read. 

Read the Reflection for the Day. 

Pray the Apostle’s Creed 

 

“I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of Heaven and Earth.  

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into Heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.”  

 
Then, kneeling or standing, say the creed and pray the Lord’s Prayer. If you wish, you 

may then pray this little prayer as well: 

 

In the Morning: 

“I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that  You 

have kept me this night from all harm and danger, and I pray that You would keep 

me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  

For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your 

holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen.” 

 

In the Evening: 

“I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 

where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands I 

commend myself, my body and soul and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, 

that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen.” 

 
After that, with joy go about your work and perhaps say the Ten Commandments or sing 

a hymn. At night, go to sleep immediately with joy. 
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The Twelfth Day of Christmas 
January 5, 2016 
 

Today's Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-19 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 65:8-25; Luke 3:1-20 
 

“Beloved, do not be astonished at the fiery ordeal that is going to test you as 
though something strange were happening to you but rejoice insofar as you 
share in the suffering of Christ, so that you may rejoice exulting in the glory of 
his revealing.” (1 Peter 4:12) 
 

Merry Christmas! In the Name of Jesus. Amen. Wish someone a “Merry 
Christmas” today. It’s the twelfth day of Christmas! They won’t know what to 
say! They’ll think you’re crazy! 

That momentary joy will take your mind off of St. Paul’s last Christmas 
gift to you: You are going to suffer. It’s going to be awful. God’s going to be 
working through it to save you. But still, you are going to suffer. And you get to 
rejoice in it. 

Yeah, we don’t like to think about suffering very much. We want to fly 
high and have it all work out as we hop from cloud to cloud, all the way to the 
highest cloud—cloud nine! And to rejoice in suffering? Well that’s not how you 
have a very merry Christmas at all! 

But suffering is not only part of the Christian life, it’s the whole of the 
Christian life on this side of heaven. (That’s not meant to be depressing or 
negative, so stay with me a little longer.) Suffering is good for you. In suffering, 
in the persecutions and trials and tests of character and the daily struggle with 
sin, you share in the sufferings of Christ. You “commune” in His sufferings so 
that you will share in His glory. 

Sometimes, you suffer for your sins. I do, too. We get no bonus points 
from God for this sort of suffering. We bring that on ourselves. Our sins have 
unpleasant consequences. Jesus has taken our sins away, and yet we pick 
them back up again and do them some more and then suffer for them, again 
and again. Lord, save us from ourselves! 

But in His Name, in His Cross, in Holy Baptism, in simply wishing 
people a “Merry Christmas” on January 5, you will suffer for His name. You will 
proclaim Him to a world that doesn’t want to hear about Christ’s birth on any 
day—let alone today. 

Here’s His glory revealed in you: He was rejected. You will feel 
rejected. You will feel despised. He was despised for you. You will feel alone. 
He was alone so that, in Him, you would never be alone. He rose from the 
dead. You will also rise from the dead. 

You’ll only bring suffering on yourself for wishing someone a “Merry 
Christmas” today. But don’t worry, you are baptized. He is with you in the water 
and His Name. It won’t make the suffering hurt less, but it will carry you all the 
way to eternal life or next Christmas—whichever comes first for you. Merry 
Christmas! In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 
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Tuesday of the First Week of Advent 

December 1, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: Romans 13:8-14 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 7:10-8:8; 1 Peter 3:1-22 
 
“Besides this, you know the time, because the hour has already come for you to 
be awakened from sleep. For your salvation is nearer to us than when we first 
believed.” (Romans 13:11)  
 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen. Repentance and faith. Light and dark. 
Dying to yourself and living for others. That’s the way of this Advent for you.  

Once you were asleep. You were dead in your sins. You lived only for 
yourself. Scratched your own itches and put your needs before others walking 
like it was night and not day. You lived in the dark. You were born into that 
lifestyle: adultery, murder, stealing, coveting. All of those sins stem from loving 
ourselves more than we love those around us.  

Don’t dodge this truth. Don’t excuse it or justify it. Confess your sins! 
Come clean. Repent of living only for yourself. Bury it. Die to it. Put on Jesus 
Christ. Make no provision for any more selfish desires. 

After all, you are baptized. You have been born from above. The old life 
and selfish way of the flesh have been put to death in you. You are alive to God. 
You are clothed with the Lord Jesus Christ. Your sins were put on Christ and 
they died with Him. You rose again with Christ to new love for others. 

Love fulfills the Law because it is centered and rooted in the Father’s 
love for us in the giving up of His Son. It flows from the Cross. It’s dripping with 
Jesus’ blood. It’s washed in the forgiveness of sins. Love does no evil to the 
neighbor. Love fulfills the Law because Christ is the fulfillment of the Law. 

Jesus has paid the full debt for your sins. You owe nothing to God. So 
you are free to owe love to others. Run up your credit card of love for others like 
there is no tomorrow. There may not be! Your salvation is nearer than it was 
yesterday! The Lord is coming! 

Repentance and faith. Repent of your sins. Believe you have been 
forgiven by the death of Christ. Love others like you have been baptized—that 
means more than you love yourself. That’s your Advent season. In the Name of 
Jesus. Amen. 
 
“Stir up your power, O Lord, and come to rescue us from the threatening perils 
of our sins, and save us by Your promised deliverance; for You now live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.” (Collect for 
the First Sunday in Advent, LSB) 
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Wednesday of the First Week of Advent 

December 2, 2015 
 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 8:9-9:7; 1 Peter 4:1-19 
 
“I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.” (Small 
Catechism: Creed, First Article Part 1) 
 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen. Credo. I believe. That’s what it means to 
say a “creed.” It means to confess what I believe. 

I believe that God the Father is good. He is merciful to me in His Son. 
He doesn’t treat me as my sins deserve. He doesn’t harbor anger against me 
forever.   

I believe that God should treat me with anger. I deserve it. I’ve earned 
His wrath. These aren’t just words. No, I’ve lived my life like God doesn’t matter 
and I’m the one who matters most. I don’t treat His Name as holy, and my love 
for others fails daily and much. I’ve earned hell. 

I believe that God repented of punishing me. He doesn’t hate the 
creatures that He made. He made promises to our fathers—to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob. He shows His goodness in keeping them despite us. 

I believe that God is my Father because He sent His Son to be born of 
the Virgin Mary on Christmas morning, suffer under Pontius Pilate, be crucified, 
die, and be buried. I believe that God raised His Son from the dead. I believe 
that Jesus has ascended to the very right hand of God. 

I believe that Jesus did all that He did for me. His Father sent Him to 
save Me. That’s the love that God has for Me. His love is located, found, given 
to me in His Son. 

I believe God is good to me because of the Holy Spirit. I don’t believe 
any of this on my own. No, I believe because the Spirit has delivered salvation 
to me in His gifts. Faith is born from those gifts: from the waters of Holy 
Baptism, from the Word of Absolution, from the Body and Blood of Jesus under 
bread and wine. 

I believe that God has repented me. He has called me out of my sins. 
He has put me to death with His Law.  

I believe that my sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake. He died for me. He 
rose for me. He lives for me. He has enlivened me to live for others.  

I believe that for all that God has done has been solely by His grace 
without any merit or worthiness in me. It is my duty to thank and praise, serve 
and obey Him. 

Credo means “I believe.” I believe that God is My Father. I believe that 
He sent Jesus to die for Me. I believe this because the Spirit has delivered this 
faith to me. In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 
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The Eleventh Day of Christmas 
January 4, 2016 
 

Today's Reading: Genesis 46:1-7 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 64:15-65:2; Luke 2:41-52 
 

“Then He said, ‘I am God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to 
Egypt, for there I will make you a great nation.’” (Genesis 46:1) 
 

Merry Christmas! In the Name of Jesus. Amen. Those words aren’t a 
promise from God to Jacob that had been planned out by God. He didn’t just 
say them willy-nilly. He set up all the pieces to bring the children of God to 
Egypt so that He might bring them back home again. And all of it was to bring 
Baby Jesus to you! 

It wasn’t pretty at all for Jacob. It started with sadness: Jacob had 
thought Joseph was dead. After all, that's what his brothers, who were jealous 
of him, told Jacob. But unbeknownst to Jacob, the brothers had sold Joseph 
into slavery in Egypt. There, he catapulted to unbelievable success in Egypt: He 
was the top slave of Potiphar, then he was in jail again, and then he rose to be 
the top servant of the Pharaoh.  

It was a wild ride and God was behind it all. Through all the suffering, 
success, failure, then promotion, God was moving Joseph to what would be 
maximum good for him and his family—and for you, too! 

Joseph wasn’t just alive, he was perfectly placed by God to take care of 
Jacob’s family when there was a famine throughout the world. Jacob’s sons go 
to Egypt. Egypt has food, thanks to God working through Joseph. Everything 
was just right for God to do what He promised—to make Jacob’s children a 
great nation. 

There’s never a promise of “easy” or “fun" when God makes promises—
only that He will do them and they will be good. That’s probably why Jacob has 
to be told not to be afraid. Jacob, believing God, goes into Egypt. It won’t be 
easy there, either. His children grew into the nation God promised, and ended up 
being enslaved when a Pharaoh came to power who didn’t remember Joseph.  

“Out of Egypt, I have called my Son” (Matthew 2:15). That’s what this 
has been all about! It’s been about saving you! Yes, God brought His son out of 
Egypt when He brought Jacob’s children out through Moses in Exodus. But, 
more than that, He’s brought you out of Egypt, too—out of your sins, your 
death, and damnation in the Child who also came out of Egypt.  

Don’t fear today. Don’t fear your sins. Jesus is working in your life 
through His gifts to save you. And not just for you; Jesus is saving others 
through you! He feeds you. Cares for you. Forgives you—all for others around 
you. You, like Joseph, are where you are today for the maximum gift for others. 
Don’t fear. He keeps His promises! Merry Christmas! In the Name of Jesus. 
Amen.  



 38 

 

The Second Sunday After Christmas 
January 3, 2016 
 

Today's Reading: Matthew 2:13-22 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 63:1-14; Luke 2:21-40 
 

“And hearing that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in the place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there, and having been warned in a dream he 
withdrew to the region of Galilee.” (Matthew 2:22) 
 

Merry Christmas! In the Name of Jesus. Amen. No accidents. There are 
no mistakes or accidents with God. He gives you your life. He doesn’t put 
requirements on it. He doesn’t force you to go this way or that way. He doesn’t 
make you into this person or that person. 

Look at the life of Jesus. He was conceived of the Holy Spirit by the 
Virgin Mary in Nazareth in Galilee. He was carted around by His stepdad. 
Joseph led Mary, great with child, to Bethlehem. Then once He was born, Jesus 
was taken to Egypt fleeing Herod. After that, it was back to Bethlehem, but wait 
no—to Nazareth. 

God was behind it all. He was leading it all. He was guiding each step 
to save you and me from our sins. There were no accidents. Nothing 
haphazardly done. It’s all God fulfilling His promise to save you. Everything was 
done, everything happened, to propel Baby Jesus along, all the way to the 
Cross.  

Today, the Lord has brought you here, right where you are. It wasn’t an 
accident. It wasn’t happenstance. You made the choices—what to study, where 
to work, whom to marry. He gave gifts in those choices: what school, where to 
work, who to marry. No accidents. No mistakes. It was all about bringing you to 
this particular day at this particular time for the maximum gift: saving you! 

Yes, you are at church to receive Him. You hear His Word. You are 
forgiven of your sins. You listen to the sermon. They're just the words you need 
to hear every Sunday—Jesus crucified for you and raised for your forgiveness. 
Then you eat and drink the meal He's prepared for you: Jesus’ Body and His 
Blood. You are forgiven. 

There’s one more non-accident around you: your neighbors. Your 
parents, your spouse, your kids, your coworkers, fellow students, and actual 
neighbors aren’t accidentally in your life either. They are there so that you might 
do good for them in the suffering and death of Christ. You are there to lift them 
up. They need you in their lives—even if they don’t see it. And you wouldn’t be 
there apart from Jesus putting you there. 

No accidents—there is only His gift-giving to you. You know this 
because of Christ: His life, death, and resurrection for you. So, go make this a 
good day in Christ—a day receiving from Him and doing good to others. Merry 
Christmas! In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 
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Thursday of the First Week of Advent 

December 3, 2015 
 

Today's Reading: Jeremiah 23:5-8 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 9:8-10:11; 1 Peter 5:1-14 
 
“Judah will be saved in His days and Israel will dwell in security. And this is the 
name with which He will be called, ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’”  
(Jeremiah 23:6) 
 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen. You will be saved. The Lord doesn’t 
waver on His promises. He isn’t wishy-washy. His hands don’t shake when He 
makes promises. He doesn’t say you “might” or “may” be saved. He makes a 
promise. He sticks to it. In Christ, you will be saved. 

If salvation rested on you at all or depended even a tiny bit on you and 
your strength, then the best God could do would be a “Maybe, you could be 
saved” or a “You might be saved.” Everything would ultimately rest on your 
ability to do or not to do, to keep the law of God, to be obedient, to be faithful. 
And you know how that would turn out for you. 

That’s why salvation can’t, in any way at all, depend upon you. It must 
depend only on God. He makes a promise. He goes all-in on it. He puts 
everything He has into making it a reality for you. He gives His Son to keep the 
Law for you and to suffer the punishment that you deserve. 

Faith believes this Gospel. It rests and hopes in nothing else other than 
in the Good News of Christ. It knows without a doubt that you will be saved in 
Christ. You will see heaven. You will dwell in security. You will live forever and 
ever, as certainly as Jesus lives forever and ever. It all rests on Jesus. 

Repentance and faith. Repent of the righteousness that you would hold 
up on your own before God. Believe the good news that the Lord Himself is your 
righteousness. He is your holiness. He is your salvation. He is your heaven. 

You will be saved. The Lord won’t waver on His promise to you. There’s 
no “mights” or “maybes.” It’s all on Jesus. Believe it for Jesus’ sake. In the Name 
of Jesus. Amen. 

“Almighty God, heavenly Father, bestow on us Your grace that we may cast 
away the works of darkness, and put upon us the armor of light, now in the time 
of this mortal life in which Your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 
humility, that in the Last Day when He will come again in His glorious Majesty to 
judge both the living and the dead, we may then rise to the life immortal; 
through Him who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.” (Collect for the Season of Advent) 
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Friday of the First Week of Advent 

December 4, 2015 
 

Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 10:12-27, 33-34; 2 Peter 1:1-21 
 
“For we were not following clever myths when we made known to you the power 
and the advent of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we became eyewitnesses of his 
majesty.”  (2 Peter 1:16)  
 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen. Jesus came for you. He advented for you. 
He was born of the Virgin Mary for you. He was baptized for you. He healed the 
sick and raised the dead for you.  

St. Peter was there. He writes that he was there for you. He saw Jesus 
shine like the sun at His Transfiguration. They heard the voice of the Father 
proclaim Him to be the Son of God.  

St. Peter saw what happened after the mountain too: Jesus was 
betrayed into the hands of sinners for you. Peter denied Him. That happened for 
you, too. Jesus was beaten and mocked for you. Nails were driven into Jesus’ 
hands and feet for you. He died for you. 

You should take comfort that these things not only happened, but they 
actually happened to save you. This isn’t some interpretation of what might 
have happened. St. Peter actually saw it go down. 

Then, the impossible happened! Jesus rose from the dead for you. People 
don’t just rise from the dead. But Jesus did! He said He would die. He said He 
would rise again on the third day. It happened just like He promised! 

Christianity isn’t a myth. It’s not a story. It’s history. The death and 
resurrection of Christ actually happened. It’s not “once upon a time.” St. Peter 
witnessed it all! He then preached it all so that you and I would hear it. The 
Apostles saw everything. They testified that Christ died for you. They preached 
that Christ had risen from the dead. They saw Him ascend into heaven. Their 
words handed on to you in the New Testament will save you. 

Repentance and faith. Repent of everything you think you know about 
God and Jesus and life and salvation. Forget it. Don’t trust it! Believe the words 
of the eyewitness testimony of St. Peter and the Apostles. Their words were 
carried by the Spirit.  

Trust that what Jesus did, He did for you. Know that because Jesus 
was raised from the dead, you have been raised to new life with Him in the 
waters of Holy Baptism. Live for others as the Lord Jesus lived for you. For the 
eyewitness testimony of the Apostles is certain and true. Believe it and be 
saved! In the name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
“Once He came in blessing, all our sins redressing; Came in likeness lowly, Son of 
God most holy; Bore the cross to save us; Hope and freedom gave us.”  (Once He 
Came in Blessing, LSB 333:1) 
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The Ninth Day of Christmas 
January 2, 2016 
 

Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 62:1-12; St. Luke 2:1-20 
 

“Out of the mouths of babes and nursing infants You have ordained strength, 
because of Your enemies, that You may silence the enemy and the 
avenger.” (Psalm 8:2, from the Introit for Christmas 2) 
 

Merry Christmas! In the Name of Jesus. Amen. It’s the day after New 
Years and we are still talking about that Baby? Christmas trees have been on 
the curb since New Year’s Day! Doesn’t everyone know that the world has 
moved on to Valentine’s Day?  

Thankfully, Jesus hasn’t moved on from what He’s going to do for you. 
You and I can’t, either. Baby Jesus will save us. He alone can. He is the Word 
of God made flesh. The Word that will come out of His mouth is life itself—
eternal life to anyone who receives Him.  

God has no reason to be mindful of us. He has no reason to do 
anything other than punish us. We sin! We claim to hate our sins but we still do 
them. We do them daily. We do them much. We are sin addicts. We just don’t 
know how to stop.  

He will stop our sins dead in their tracks with His death. That’s why He 
can’t get past Christmas! He has taken our flesh to save us. He has become all 
that we are to redeem all that we are so that he might finally crown us with glory 
and honor.  

Jesus has dominion over everything in creation that God made and has 
everything placed under His feet. In His Christmas, Good Friday, and Easter, He 
has given you His dominion over everything and put everything under your feet. 
He has raised your human nature to the very right hand of God. In Holy Baptism, 
He has given you everything that God gave Him at His resurrection. He has filled 
your ears with mercy in Holy Absolution. In the Sacrament of the Altar, He has 
put life in your mouth.  

You are saved right now. It still needs to be worked out in your life. You 
know you have to fight sin more. You will do better. It will be Him doing it 
through you. You won’t think you are doing any better—you’ll only see more sin 
that needs to be forgiven. He will carry you.  

It’s after New Year’s and your mind is once again on the Baby of 
Bethlehem. If your decorations are all put away, grab one and put it out again. 
His Christmas alone saves you! Merry Christmas! In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

For You have made him a little lower than the angels, and You have crowned 
him with glory and honor. You have made him to have dominion over the works 
of Your hands; You have put all things under his feet.”  
(Psalm 8:1, 4-6) 
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Circumcision and Name of Jesus 
January 1, 2016 
 

Today's Reading: Luke 2:21 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 61:1-11; St. Luke 1:57-80 
 

“And when eight day were completed, when He was circumcised, He was called 
‘Jesus,’ the named called Him by the angel before He was conceived in the 
womb.” (Luke 2:21)  
 

Merry Christmas! In the Name of Jesus. Amen. On the eighth day of 
Christmas, we are given some cutting-edge theology: Baby Jesus was 
circumcised!  

Blood shed. Baby blood. The covenant was kept—just like it was with 
every male, Jewish child. When the eighth day rolls around, it’s time to be 
circumcised, according to the promise made by God to Abraham that all male 
children would be marked—set aside—for God. 

But unlike every little Jewish baby cut eight days after his birth, this 
Baby was circumcised for you. He was cut for you. He bled for you. He kept the 
Law, the covenant, for you. What He did didn't just covenant Him into the family 
of God. His cut puts you in the family of God. His blood saves you. 

You were not God’s family. You were not born God’s child. You were 
not lovable. You were not sinless. It’s not even that you were neutral to God. 
You were actually against Him. You were an enemy of God. 

We all were. We were born on the other side—the side of Adam—the 
side that took what wasn’t ours to be better than the God who made us. The 
side that was cast out of paradise in order that he and Eve wouldn’t live forever 
dead to God. 

Jesus’ bloodshed changes everything! Today isn’t just the day that the 
calendar changes. Today, you were changed. You have a family. You have a 
Brother. You are children of Abraham as surely as Jesus is a child of Abraham. 
His blood is shed for you.  

Circumcision for the covenant is over and done. It was incomplete. It 
was fulfilled today in Christ. It ended for you on Good Friday. You’ve been 
raised from the dead. No more blood will make you right with God. No 
covenants need to be fulfilled by you. 

You are baptized. You were marked with a circumcision done without 
hands. You were washed in His Blood. Blood that cleansed. Blood that familied. 
Blood that made you new. 

Spend your New Year Day’s rejoicing. You are new—newer than the 
year and better than any resolution. You are forgiven. You are different. You are 
a child of God.  Today, Baby Jesus shed His blood for you. Nothing will ever be 
the same. Everything is new. All is washed. You are forgiven. In the Name of 
Jesus. Amen. 
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Saturday of the First Week of Advent 

December 5, 2015 
 

Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 11:1-12:6; 2 Peter 2:1-22 
 
“Daughter of Zion, behold, surely your salvation is coming. The Lord will cause 
His glorious voice to be heard, and you shall have gladness of heart.” (Isaiah 
20:29, 30; 62:11, from the Introit for Advent 2) 
 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen. Let’s be honest. You have lived as if you 
are your own god. You have trusted in what you have and haven’t done. You 
have taken comfort in how much money you have. You misused His name. You 
believed in superstitions. You swore your OMGs and your JCs. You had better 
things to do than to hear and receive His Word. You thought your mom and dad 
were antiquated and a burden. You hated and murdered others with your heart. 
Don’t look at your internet history. Lust and second looks filled your life. You 
have stolen—thoughts, words, movies, and music. You pushed other people 
down and pushed yourself up. White lies left your lips faster than blessings. 
Coveting? You didn’t know what it means let alone how not to do it! 

 But you repented. You changed. And eventually you ended up back 
where you started. But then you really changed. Back and forth, you have gone 
from sin to holiness. You’ve committed and recommitted and recommitted to 
your recommitment. You’ve failed—time after time.  

You believed. You really believed. You believed like you never believed 
before. This was going to be the time you changed and were truly better. 
Then…it wasn’t. 

The season of Advent isn’t about your change. No, it’s about the Lord 
coming to you! His Advent will save you. His Cross and resurrection are your 
death and resurrection. Where you failed, He will forgive you. Where you’ve 
fallen, He will raise you. It’s as sure as the words out of your pastor’s mouth! “I 
forgive you all your sins.” Jesus comes to save you. 

Jesus’ forgiveness is what changes you—from death to life. His coming 
repents you. His coming mercies you. His coming is the change that you have 
been looking for in your life, to end the battle you have with sin once and for all. 

"I forgive you. I forgive your sins. I forgive your failures. I absolve your 
ups and downs. Hear my Word. Receive my salvation: I forgive you all your 
sins.” 

The struggle continues today. Repentance and faith. Repent of your 
sins. Believe the Gospel. Fight between the sinner that you were and the 
forgiven sinner that are. The difference today is that He has come to you. He 
has given you new life in the words, “I forgive you.” You are truly forgiven in 
Christ. In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 



 10 

 

The Second Sunday of Advent 

December 6, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: Luke 21:25-36 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 14:1-23; 2 Peter 3:1-18 
 
“And then they will see the Son of Man coming in the cloud with power and 
great glory.” (Luke 21:27) 
 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen. You have nothing to fear. You have plenty 
to repent of. But you have nothing to fear.  

Don’t be afraid of your sins. They are so stupidly meaningless. They 
can’t damn you because they damned Jesus first. So, just give them up right 
now, today.  

Don’t fear the end of the world. It’s already happened for you in Christ. 
When the Son of Man came in glory and died on the Cross, all of your sins died 
with Him: the world whose glory you covet, the things you hold dearest, the stuff 
you treasure, all dead. Your pet sins, your favorite vices, the lusts that you hide 
so well were crucified with Christ. You died to them. Repent and give them up 
today while there is time.  

Don’t fear death. It isn’t the end. It is a new beginning. It has already 
happened to you in the waters of your Baptism. You died with Christ. You were 
raised with Christ. You live in Him today. 

The Last Day is coming soon. Don’t fear it either. Pray for it. The signs 
are there that everything is going to end eventually. It’s in the sun, the moon, 
and the stars. It’s in the distress of nations and the roaring seas. People are 
afraid of what is to come on the world. The very powers of heaven are shaking.  

Don’t these things sound scary? Yes, they are, for those who don’t 
believe. But, for you, the Last Day is the fulfillment of Good Friday. Everything 
that happened on the Last Day happened on Good Friday which means that 
everything that happens on the Last Day happens to save you. 

So don’t fear. When all these things happen, look up! Your redemption 
draws near. You will see Him in the clouds. His coming will bring it all to an end 
to save you from it all. There will be no more sins. There will be no more death. 
There will be no more fear. He has taken it all upon Himself. You’ll see. Believe 
it for Jesus’ sake. In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
“Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son 
that by His coming we may be given to serve You with cleansed minds; through 
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.” (Collect for the Second Sunday of 
Advent) 
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Eve of the Circumcision and Name of Jesus 
December 31, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: Luke 12:35-40 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 60:1-22; Luke 1:39-56 
 
“Stay dressed for action and keep your lamp burning and be like men looking 
forward to their lord coming from a wedding feast, so that when he comes and 
knocks, they might open immediately.” (Luke 12:35-36) 
 

Merry Christmas! In the Name of Jesus. Amen. It’s going to be a great 
year. It just simply is. Whatever happened before has passed. It’s dead and 
buried in the grave with Jesus. He rose. And He left the bad stuff in the tomb.  

Up, up, and away! That’s you. The sky’s the limit for you in 2016. You 
are going to fly. It’s going to be your “bestest” year. There’s no stopping the 
good that you are going to do for others—for mom and dad, for your 
grandparents, for your friends, and those people at church.  

You are going to live this year like there might not be another year after 
this one. There might be another one. Be free enough to save money, to pay 
your debts, and settle in for the long ride. Or the ride may not be long at all. 

It's about Jesus. He’s coming again. He’s coming soon. Could be 
tonight. Could be tomorrow. Could be on your birthday. Could be on Leap Day. 
Could be any day.  

The date isn’t known by anyone. That doesn’t mean that it isn’t going to 
happen. The surest thing about Jesus’ coming is that He is coming.  

So when He arrives, be ready! Stand at the door looking out the 
window. He’s almost here! Be around His gifts for you. Remember your 
Baptism. Hear the Word of forgiveness. Eat the Body and Blood of Jesus. 
That’s the best way to wait for the Lord! Be in His gifts! 

And if something terrible happens in 2016, in His Baptism, in His Word, 
in His Supper, you’ll be carried through until His coming to you. He won’t make 
the bad better. There’s no promise that He is going to do that! But He does 
make the bad forgiven. And if you die? Then, you’d really have the best year 
ever, for you’d be with Him forever. 

It’s going to be a good year. You’ll see. It’ll be a Jesus year—His Word, 
His gifts, His forgiveness, His good from you to others through Him. Happy New 
Year! Merry Christmas! In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 
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The Sixth Day of Christmas 
December 30, 2015 
 

Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 58:1-59:3,14-21; Luke 1:26-38 
 

“..who has redeemed me a lost and condemn person, purchased and won me 
from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil.”  
(Small Catechism, Second Article, Part 2) 
 

Merry Christmas! In the Name of Jesus. Amen. “To be redeemed” is “to 
be bought back.” That is the Christmas gift for today! You have been bought 
back! 

You had to be bought back. That can’t go without being said. You may 
not have ever felt that way. You may not think you are completely evil. But, you 
were. On your own, you were and are lost. You were condemned by God.  

We don’t really want to be bought back. We like to live in our sins. We 
want to do them. They are the sick chains that we wear around our necks. It’s 
why we do them daily and much. 

But the Lord still buys you back. That’s what it means that He is the 
Lord. He’s the One who redeems you. He pays for your sins with His holy life. 
He is punished in your place. He dies so that your death would be swallowed up 
in His death. 

Jesus didn’t just die for you. He rose for you, too! He lives, now, for you. 
All of your life—your redemption—is connected with His resurrection. As surely 
as He lives, you live, too. 

You are His. You are! It’s not believable. It seems crazy. But, you are 
God’s own child. You didn’t buy it. You didn’t earn it with what you do. No, you 
are who you are and you are worth what you are worth because He pays His 
life for you. 

You live now because He lives. You are holy because He is holy. You 
are righteous because He is righteous. You are a good works machine by faith 
because He is a good works machine for you. You do God-pleasing things. He’s 
doing them through you for others.  

Death doesn’t own you any more. The devil can’t touch you—He can try 
but He has to get through Jesus first. And that’s not going to happen, not after 
Easter. Your sins can never damn you. They died with Him. You live. You will 
live forever and ever, for you have been redeemed with the holy, precious, 
blood of Christ. Merry Christmas! In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 
 

“Why lies He in such mean estate Where ox and ass are feeding? Good 
Christian fear; for sinners here The silent Word is pleading. Nails, spear shall 
pierce Him through, The Cross be borne for me, for you; Hail! Hail! the Word 
made flesh, the babe, the Son of Mary.” (What Child Is This? LSB 370:2) 
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Monday of the Second Week of Advent 

December 7, 2015 
 

Today's Reading: Malachi 4:1-6 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 24:1-13; 1 John 1:1-2:14 
 

“He will smelt and purify silver and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine 
them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the 
Lord…” (Malachi 4:3) 
 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen. The Lord is the Refiner. You are what is 
refined. He is the fire that cleanses you. You are cleansed by His Spirit’s fire. 
He is the soap that purifies you. You are the one who is cleaned. 

Without the Lord acting to save you, you are without hope. Your 
offerings and prayers will not even be heard by God. What you say and do 
won’t please God. All that you do by yourself is make God hate you. 

Yes, God hates sin. He hates sinners who sin, too. That’s how much He 
hates sin! You do the things that He hates. You are the one who does them. 
And you do them again and again and again. You act like you hate Him by what 
you do to others. There is nothing in you that is lovable or salvageable. There is 
no part of you that He can stand to see, much less love. Don’t take sin so 
lightly, thinking that God loves you despite your sins. You are completely and 
totally a sinner. You are that evil.  

But God acted before you could lift up a rattle to shake it against Him. 
He made promises to save you. And He kept them. He sent His messenger, 
John the Baptist, to prepare the way. Then He sent His own Son. The Lord of 
Hosts appeared in His temple!  

God refines. He cleanses. He purifies. The Cross is the purifying of 
God. The Cross is the cleansing of His people. God refines you in the suffering 
and death of His Son, and you are saved. God shows His love for His creation 
by exacting the punishment that is due you…on His Son.   

And in His Son, He makes you acceptable to Him. He cleans you and 
you are truly clean. He washes you with the waters of Holy Baptism and you are 
cleaner than any soap could ever make you. He holies you in the Body and 
Blood of His Son and you eat and drink salvation. 

Now, in Christ, your offerings are acceptable to God. Your prayers are 
heard. Your works are a gift to others and to God. They are a holy sacrifice to 
Him. You are loved—really loved by God—loved Good-Friday-and-Easter-
much. All of this is true because of Jesus and Jesus alone. 

You are refined as you are being refined. You are cleansed and are 
being cleansed by the Lord. You are clean and He is cleaning you. Each day, 
every day, in repentance of your sins and faith in His Son, He cleans, cleanses, 
and refines you.  In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 
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Tuesday of the Second Week of Advent 

December 8, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: Romans 15:4-13 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 24:14-25:12; 1 John 2:15-29  
 
“For what was written beforehand was written for your instruction, so that 
through longsuffering and through the comfort of the Scriptures you would have 
hope.” (Romans 15:4) 
 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen. It’s going to be okay. It’s going to work out 
for your good. It’s going to end up as a gift from God. You’ll see. Just look at the 
way things happen in the Scriptures. Things will work out for you, too. 

God loves you, but not because you are lovable. You know you aren’t. 
You confess every week that you have sinned against God in thought, word, 
and deed. Thinking you are lovable and deserving of the grace of God is 
something that you repent of, daily and much. 

Things are going to work out for you, despite you. It’s going to be all 
grace. It’s going to only be seeable by faith alone. It might look like an utter and 
completely epic disaster to everyone around you. They may think you have 
crashed and burned. You might actually crash and burn.  

But Faith—that’s the big “but” here—Faith knows and Faith believes 
that the One who went through death and hell for you will pick you up out of the 
crashing and the burning. He will make it all work out as a gift for you. In fact, 
Faith knows that it is already a gift for you in Christ. 

Christ died for you. Christ rose for you. Christ lives for you. You died 
with Christ in the water. You rose with Christ in the forgiveness of sins. You now 
live from Lord’s Supper to Lord’s Supper. You receive Jesus. That’s Faith. Faith 
which knows that the Jesus who died and rose for you will drag you out of any 
circumstance, any sickness, any disaster —even death itself—to a life that goes 
on forever and ever.  

This isn’t a mantra or a crutch. It’s a cross. It’s a cross that He bore first. 
You carry it each day, as you suffer, knowing that it might not get any better…
but yet that it already is better in Christ. It takes patience. It lives from hope, and 
it’s never disappointed because Christ never has ever let you down. And as 
long as He lives, He never will let you down. 

Repentance and faith. Today, again, you repent of what you see and 
think and cling to the Words of Christ for comfort. You trust and believe that 
what was written in Holy Scripture was written for your comfort.  

It’s okay. It’s all working out for your good. It’s a gift from God. This is 
true today. It will be true on the Last Day. You are saved. You are going to be 
saved in Christ. In the Name of Jesus. Amen.  
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The Fifth Day of Christmas 
December 29, 2015 
 

Today's Reading: Galatians 4:1-7 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 55:1-13; Luke 1:1-25 
 

When the fullness of time came, God sent His Son, born under the Law to buy 
back those under the Law, so that we would receive the inheritance as 
sons.” (Galatians 4:4-5) 
 

Merry Christmas! In the Name of Jesus. Amen. He’s the Son of God, so 
you are a son of God, too. It’s that simple. 

God did it. He made you a son. You didn’t. You couldn’t. You were born 
a son of Adam. Father Adam gave up your son-of-God-ness. He wanted to be 
his own man, and tried to be his own god. He knew better.  

You know how that is, don’t you? You know all too well how to live for 
you and yourself alone. You know how to put yourself first. You know how to put 
those around you last. And you know, like Adam, how to blame God when He 
doesn’t measure up to how you think He should be God for you. You know how 
to blame Him when He isn’t the Father you’d like Him to be, after you throw 
away being His son. 

But at just the right time, Jesus came. God sent Him. Born of a woman. 
Born into your flesh. God’s Son Himself bought back your flesh—from your sins, 
from death, from the power of the devil. He paid with His Blood. He redeemed 
you with His death. 

Christmas isn’t just about families getting together or the joy that we get 
in exchanging gifts. Christmas is about God making us sons of God. All that 
Jesus has, the Father has given to us. We keep the Law in His keeping of the 
Law. We are sons as He is the Son. 

What about daughters? In the ancient world the sons got everything 
from the father. The daughters were married off. So, it’s quite an unbelievably 
counter-cultural promise that the Apostle makes when he says we would 
receive the inheritance as sons. When it comes to inheriting the kingdom, God 
is going to treat men and women the same. He’s going to give salvation, Jesus’ 
inheritance, to every last person— male or female—in His Son. Everyone is 
forgiven. Everyone inherits eternal life in Jesus. 

Your sonship is washed onto you. It’s splashed. It’s baptismal. It’s 
absolved on you in the Gospel. It’s put into your mouth in, with, and under the 
bread and wine that is His Body and Blood. Everything about your being a son 
of God rests on Jesus! 

You’ve been freed from what you used to be. You are more than what 
you were before. You are baptized. You are forgiven. You are His. You are a 
son of God. It’s just that simple. Merry Christmas! In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 



 32 

 

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
December 28, 2015 
 

Today's Reading: Matthew 2:13-18 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 52:13-54:10; Matthew 2:13-23 
 

“When they had gone away, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream 
to Joseph saying, ‘Rise, take the Child and flee to Egypt and remain there until I 
tell for Herod is going to seek the Child to destroy Him.” (Matthew 2:13) 
 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen. Red. Blood red. Red is the color of 
today—blood red with the blood of the babies of Bethlehem. It’s awful. It’s evil. 
It’s unconscionable. 

The wise men had arrived in Jerusalem looking for the One born King 
of the Jews. They had seen His star in the East. They were looking to worship 
Him. 

Herod wasn’t. He was already the King of the Jews. He would be 
second to no one—and certainly not some baby. He would not share His glory 
or His throne. He would do anything—kill anything—to protect what he believed 
was his. Herod alone would be King of the Jews. 

His plan was simple: Eliminate all the baby boys in Bethlehem under 
two years old. The best way for this child to never become king was to kill him 
right now. A dead child doesn’t become king.  

We kill babies—millions and millions of babies every year. They just 
aren’t born yet. We think that makes it better. We even do it for the same 
reason Herod did! We think it’s best for us. We call it a “choice.” 

The boys in Bethlehem didn’t die senselessly. They died protecting 
Jesus so that He could escape to Egypt with His parents. They died so He 
might live to die for them—and you and me. 

All our sins have been forgiven in Jesus.  They've been washed in the 
blood of the One born King of the Jews. His blood shed on the Cross cleanses 
us from all our sins. His blood saves. 

Red. Blood red. Red is the color of today—blood red of the Holy 
Innocents of Bethlehem. But, today isn’t sad. It’s happy. For Jesus, the 
Innocents died. He turned their death into good. He used it to save us. You’ll 
see when you see them under the throne clothed in white. Merry Christmas! In 
the Name of Jesus. Amen!  
 

O Lord God, heavenly Father, who out of the mouths of babes and nursing 
infants ordained strength, suffer us not to despair of the Holy Innocents, whose 
lives were given that Your Son might live and give His life for them and for all 
who suffer the hostilities of sin with a love stronger than death; through the 
same, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. (Collect for Holy Innocents) 
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Wednesday of the Second Week of Advent 
December 9, 2015 
 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 26:1-19; 1 John 3:1-24 
 
“I believe that God has made me and all creatures..” (Small Catechism: First 
Article, Part 2) 
 

In the Name of Jesus. God made me. He made my body and my soul. 
He made my eyes and ears and all my members. He made my reason. He 
made all my senses. He still takes care of them today. 

The things that make me me, He made them all. The muscle under my 
eye that twitches uncontrollably when I’m under stress, my flat feet, my hands 
that shake when I’m really trying to keep it together—He made them all. The 
personality that makes me me, He gave it to me, too. My sense of humor that 
came from my father, the jokes that I laugh at every single time I tell them, all 
my quirks—God made them all. 

He made mankind perfectly. We sinned (actual sin). We also inherited 
Adam’s sin (original sin). His disobedience perverts everything that we do and 
think (concupiscence). We don’t truly know right from wrong. Our perspectives 
are twisted. Even if we could do things that are good for a little bit, we couldn’t 
please God on our own. We are just… fallen. 

God made me. That’s important! It means that God saves me. Without 
creation, there is no hope of salvation. God sees the fallen state of His creation 
and sends His Son into our flesh. Jesus takes all that we are and all that we do 
and suffers for all that we are and do. Jesus also takes His perfect obedience 
and counts it as our perfect obedience. This is how the Lord saves us! He saves 
us with His holy life and His suffering and death. 

To be created by God is to be redeemed by God by the suffering and 
death of Jesus. You are the creation of a God who loves you in the sending of His 
Son. You are one for whom Christ died. You have a heavenly Father.  

You are not an accident. You can’t be a mistake. Repent of any thought 
that would diminish who you are to such despair. No, you have a Creator. Most 
importantly—because of Christ—you have a Heavenly Father. All things are 
your inheritance. All things will end up working out for you. As surely as Jesus 
lives, you will reign with Him for all eternity. 

You are made. You have been redeemed. By faith, you are the person 
that God created you to be. All your gifts have been given for the sake of others. 
All your quirks and weaknesses are His to use for making the universe He 
made better.  

God made me. He made you, too. That’s the way the universe works 
for us. He’s the Creator. We the creatures. He’s the Father. We, by faith in 
Jesus, are His children. In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 
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Thursday of the Second Week of Advent 

December 10, 2015 
 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 26:20-27:13; 1 John 4:1-21 
 
“In this the love of God was epiphanied among us that God sent His only-
begotten Son into the cosmos so that we would live through Him…” 
(1 John 4:9) 
 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen. God is love. He loves His Son. He loves 
completely and totally. He loves His creation, too. He loves you and me in 
Christ. In His love we love those that He has given us to love.  

God loves, but not because we are lovable or do lovable things. He 
doesn’t love despite what we do either, as though He loves tolerating things that 
He thinks are evil. He doesn’t love what we love or what we think He should 
love. He is far better at loving than we could ever imagine. 

God loves and shows His love this way: He gives up His Son as a 
sacrifice for our sins and the sins of the whole world. Every man, every woman, 
every child—He loves them each specifically. He loves them completely. He 
gives up His Son to save them. 

We think that the big deal is that we love God. We think that loving Him 
makes us loveable by Him or will make God want to love us back. That’s not the 
love that saves. That’s self-centered love that knows and feels only what is best 
for ourselves. Our love is the love we need to repent of today! 

Trust God’s love for you. Put your faith in the promise of the true love 
that conquered death and hell: the love that the Father has for you in the giving 
of His Son. Good Friday is how God loves you. The Cross is the manifestation 
of the love that makes God God.   

God’s love is rooted in self-sacrifice. It gives up what’s most important 
to save others. It’s unselfish. It doesn’t keep a list of wrongs. “It bears all things, 
believes all things, and hopes all things” (1 Corinthians 13). God’s love never 
fails. 

God’s love enlivens your love for others. You love because He first 
loved you in Christ. You put their needs before your own. They are most 
important to you because the Father put you as most important to Him. You 
love your children, your parents, your grandchildren, your neighbors, your 
church members, and even your enemies with the love that Jesus has for you. 
Your love will run out of gas. It won’t have enough in it to last. But Jesus’ 
love...that will endure unto eternal life.  

God is love. He loves His Son. He loves completely and totally. He 
loves His creation, too. He loves you and me in Christ. In His love we love those 
that He has given us to love. In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 
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St. John, Apostle and Evangelist 
December 27, 2015  
 

Today's Reading: John 21:20-25 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 51:17-52:12; Matthew 2:1-12 
 

“And the word came out among the brothers that this disciple was not to die; but 
Jesus didn’t say that he would not die but, “If it is my will that he remain until I 
come, what is it to you?” (John 21:23)  
 

Merry Christmas! In the Name of Jesus. Amen. No red for martyrs 
today, only Christmas white! All the Apostles died horrible deaths, except St. 
John. Their feast days are red days in the Church to remember the blood they 
spilt. Some of the brothers even thought that St. John would never die. Thus, 
his day is all white. 

The truth is, St. John didn’t die. And he won’t. You won’t either. He may 
sleep, but he won’t die. You may fall asleep, too. But you won’t die. 

Christ has come! He has taken on your flesh. He was born into your 
flesh, to live your life perfectly before God. He died your death so that you might 
have eternal life. 

He did what He did for St. John, His beloved disciple. John was faithful. 
He followed Christ. He watched the miracles. He was right there in the thick of 
it. He saw it all. He fled when He was seized at Gethsemane. He came back to 
see the trial. Peter denied. John stayed.  

Jesus died for St. John. John knew it because he saw it. He was there, 
at the foot of the Cross. He saw the blood and the water flow from Christ’s 
pierced side. He testified to Jesus being dead. He saw it all. 

St. John was there on Easter morning, too. He outran St. Peter to the 
tomb. He saw it empty first. He thought that the body was stolen. He then saw 
Jesus alive. He saw His hands. He saw His side!  

We believe today because of the blood and the water that he confessed 
coming out of the side of Christ. Water that flows into the baptismal font where 
we are washed. Blood that pours into the chalice for the remission of our sins. 

St. John did eventually fall asleep. His day is white. You and I might fall 
asleep, too. We might be old or young, depending on how the Lord gives us our 
days. We will rise again. It’s as sure as the testimony of St. John, the Beloved 
Apostle. That makes today pretty merry! Merry Christmas! In the Name of 
Jesus. Amen.  
 
“Merciful Lord, cast the bright beams of Your light upon Your Church that we, 
being instructed in the doctrine of Your blessed apostle and evangelist John, 
may come to the light of everlasting life; for You live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.”  
(Collect for St. John, the Apostle) 
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St. Stephen, Martyr 

December 26, 2015 
 

Today's Reading: Acts 6:8-7:2, 51-60 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 49:22-26; 50:4-51:8,12-16; Matthew 1:18-25 
 

“And failing on his knees he cried out with a great voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this 
sin against them.’ Then, he fell asleep.” (Acts 7:60) 
 

Merry Christmas! In the Name of Jesus. Amen. The red today isn’t from 
poinsettias. It’s blood—the blood of the martyr, St. Stephen. St. Stephen was one 
of the seven Deacons ordained to bring the Sacrament to the Greek Widows in 
Jerusalem. He did what he was called to do: He preached. He served. He was 
faithful.  

He didn’t even last for one sermon. The enemies of the Gospel couldn’t 
stand the Jesus he preached. So they slandered him. They stirred up the people 
against him. They put him on trial. And they condemned him to die. He still 
continued to preach Christ to them. Christ, born for them. Christ, fulfilling the 
Law for them. Christ, dying for them. Christ, rising from the dead for them. 

They covered their ears and shouted at the top of their lungs. They 
rejected his preaching. They rushed at him. They cast Stephen out of the city 
and then picked up stones and threw them at him until he died. 

What the world did to Stephen, it will do to you. Don’t seek the glory 
that comes from the world. The cost is too great. You’ll only be accepted if you 
deny your faith, if you deny what God did for you in Christ. If you give in even a 
little, you’ll be lost.  

The world can’t break you; it can’t even really kill you. All that it can do 
is put you to sleep. You will wake up. And when you do, you will see what 
Stephen saw: Jesus seated at the very right hand of God. 

There is no promise of a great life waiting for those who are in the faith 
of Jesus. There is only persecution, stonings, rejection, and death. He has 
raised you in Holy Baptism. He will keep you steadfast in the Faith unto life 
everlasting. Even their stones will be a gift to you. He will make your suffering a 
gift for you and for those around you.  

And on the Last Day, you will meet this young man who is always 
pictured holding the stones by which he was martyred, for sticks and stones 
can’t stop those who are in the faith of Jesus. All they do is grant them blessed 
rest. Jesus will wake St. Stephen. He will wake you too. Merry Christmas! In the 
Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
“The martyr first, whose eagle eye Could pierce beyond the grave, Who saw his 
master in the sky And called on Him to save. Like Him, with pardon on His 
tongue In midst of mortal pain, He prayed for those who did the wrong  – Who 
follows in his train? (The Son of God Goes Forth to War, LSB 661:2) 
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Friday of the Second Week of Advent 

December 11, 2015 
 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 28:14-29; 1 John 5:1-21 
 
“Whoever has the Son has life and whoever doesn’t have the Son doesn’t have 
life.” (1 John 5:12) 
 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen. Have Jesus, have life. Don’t have Jesus, 
don’t have life. It’s that simple! God has taken everything that pertains to 
salvation and eternal life and put it all on His Son. To believe in Jesus is to be 
born of God. To reject Jesus is to reject God.   

Everything that God has done in Jesus has been done to save you. 
God Himself came to you in your human flesh. He was born of a Virgin, born 
under the commandments of God. He perfectly loved God and kept the 
commandments of God in your place. God, who can’t sin, suffered and died as 
if He Himself committed the sins that you have done.  

Jesus became all that you are to redeem all that you are so that you 
might become a child of God. You are a child who is born of God, born from 
above, whose everything is outside yourself. You overcome the world because 
Christ has already overcome the world for you. In Him, you love God and do His 
commandments because He kept the commandments for you. He has conquered 
death—your death—because He lives today.   

Your life, now, is in Jesus. Your salvation is in Christ. Your goodness is 
in His goodness. Your holiness is His holiness. Your sins died with Him. Your 
death did, too. And your heaven? Your heaven is anywhere where Jesus is for 
you! 

Repent of every place else you might look to find salvation other than in 
Jesus! Don’t look inside yourself. Don’t look in what you have and haven’t done. 
You can’t change enough. You can’t do anything to be born of God. 

Your faith comes from outside you—in the Spirit, the Water, and the 
Blood. Trust the Spirit-filled Word testifying that whoever has the Son has life. 
Believe that you have been born from above in the waters of Holy Baptism. Put 
your faith in the forgiveness of sins, delivered right into your mouth, in the Body 
and Blood of Jesus. Have confidence in the gifts outside of you! They trump 
what you see, think, and feel about you. 

Receiving Jesus, that’s faith! That’s your life! His Faith overcomes the 
world. In His faith, you love God and do His commandments. His faith receives 
God’s love and loves others, for to have Jesus is to have life. It’s just that 
simple! In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 
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Saturday of the Second Week of Advent 

December 12, 2015 
 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 29:1-14; Jude 1-25 
 
“Rejoice in the Lord always. Again will I say, rejoice! Let your gentleness be 
known to all men. The Lord is at hand.” (Philippians 4:4-5, from the Introit for 
Advent 3) 
 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen. Gaudete! It’s the first word of the Latin 
Introit to the Third Sunday in Advent. It means, “Rejoice!” 

The Lord is coming. Rejoice! Be glad! The Lord has saved you. He has 
shown you favor. He has brought you out of the captivity of your sins.  

Crack a smile! Your sins can’t damn you. He has forgiven them all. He 
has covered your sins in the water and blood flowing from the pierced-side. 
Jesus has come,  

Pull an Ebenezer Scrooge on Christmas Day and jump on your bed 
with joy! If you fall down, the Lord will pick you up. He already has, in the 
sending of His Son!  

Be so happy that you even make up words! You Adam-ed. You were in 
Father Adam’s sins and in his death. You were fallen and lost to God. God 
advented to you in the waters of your Baptism. He faithed you in His word of 
Absolution. He bodies and bloods you, and you have life everlasting. 

Be happy! Don’t fake it. That won’t make it. Repent of trying to be joyful 
because you think God wants you to be that way. You can’t put a smile on your 
face when you are dying inside.  

His imperative, His Word, enlivens and creates the very joy in you that 
He commands. For faith, which is born of His gifts, is enlivened by His Word! It 
believes, it trusts that the Lord will revive you from your sadness and hurt and 
pain. He will come to you and He will save you. He has to! He’s your Father in 
Heaven. He has to save you, because His Son already has! 

Gaudete! Rejoice! The joy that He gives flows from His resurrection. He 
lives. You live. The Father rejoices in His Son. He rejoices in you. God is 
coming to save you. He will lift you up as surely as He has lifted up His Son. In 
the Name of Jesus. Amen. 

 
“LORD, You have been favorable to Your land; You have brought back the 
captivity of Jacob. You have forgiven the iniquity of Your people You have 
covered all their sin. Will You not revive us again, that Your people may rejoice 
in You? I will hear what God the Lord will speak, for He will speak peace to His 
people.” (Psalm 85:1-2, 6, 8) 
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The Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Day 

December 25, 2015 
 

Today's Reading: Luke 2:1-20 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 49:1-18; St. Matthew 1:1-17 
 

“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes 
and laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 
inn.” (Luke 2:7) 
 

Merry Christmas! In the Name of Jesus. Amen. Christmas is more than 
just a bunch of stories. It’s more than good feelings and happy, family moments. 
Those are some of my favorite things about Christmas. But they’re not what 
Christmas is about. 

Christmas is Christ’s Mass. It is Christ’s Divine Service. Take, eat. 
Take, drink. Receive Jesus. That’s Christmas! Eat and drink the Body and 
Blood of God in the flesh, crucified and risen from the dead for the forgiveness 
of your sins. That’s Christmas. That’s Christ’s Mass! 

The Virgin gave birth to a Son, wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and 
laid Him in a manger. God was in a manger. He was in a food trough where 
cattle eat.   

Babies cry. God cried, too. Babies sleep. God slept, too. Babies eat. 
God ate, too. Babies fill their diapers. God filled his diapers, too.   

Men sweat. God sweated.  Men bruise when they’re hit. God was hit 
and bruised. Men bleed when pierced. God bled when His side was pierced. 
Men die when they’re nailed to a cross. God was crucified for you.  Men stay 
dead. God rises from the dead—only God can do that! That Baby wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a wooden manger is God Himself. God, in your flesh. 
God, born to die on a wooden cross for you. 

A gift that isn’t delivered does no one any good at all. A present does 
no good just sitting under the tree! There’s no joy for the giver or the one being 
given to unless the present is actually given and received! 

That’s Christmas! Jesus takes His birth, His life, His death, and His 
resurrection and all that it accomplished for you and He delivers it to you in His 
Supper. He makes it yours. He puts it right in your mouth. You eat life. You 
drink salvation. You receive—that’s faith—and are saved. 

Merry Christ’s Mass! Happy Divine Service. Celebrate Jesus coming in 
your flesh by eating and drinking forgiveness at His Supper. That’s what 
Christmas is all about: receiving Christ in His gifts. Merry Christmas! In the 
Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
“Not in that poor, lowly stable With the oxen standing by Shall we see Him, but 
in heaven, Set at God’s right hand on high. Then like stars His children, 
crowned;  All in white, His praise will sound!” (Once in Royal David’s City, LSB 
376:5) 
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The Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Eve 

December 24, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: Isaiah 7:10-14 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 44:21-45:13,20-25; Revelation 12:1-17  
 
“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. The Virgin will conceive and 
bear a Son and shall call His name Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14) 
 

Merry Christmas! In the Name of Jesus. Amen. God has come into your 
flesh! No one saw this Advent coming! Virgins don’t get pregnant. It just doesn’t 
happen. 

God does the impossible. The Virgin gives birth to the Lord God 
Himself. Jesus is born to set you right with God. He is born to raise you up out 
of your sins. He is born so that you would never die. He is born to give you 
eternal life.  

Everything in all of creation has been moving toward this moment. 
Everything that was promised, everything that was said to the Patriarchs, and 
everything that was preached by the Prophets…all of it centered on this day: 
God has come to save you! 

Being born into human flesh meant that all the evil of the world and all 
the enemies of God would befall Him, too. He was tempted like Adam, but He 
did not sin like Adam. In Him, all of Adam’s children are counted as faithful. 

This Child will be betrayed into the hands of sinners. He will be 
abandoned by His friends. He will be mocked, beaten, and spit upon. We will 
drive nails into hands and feet. Then, the One born of the Virgin will die. 

But God has come into your world to rise from the dead for you. He 
conquers your death with His death and resurrection. He sacks your hell. He 
wins heaven…for you! 

He is Immanuel, “God with us.” God for you. God pours His love over 
your head at the baptismal font. God speaks peace to your sins in Holy 
Absolution. God feeds you Himself: His Body and Blood, given for you to eat 
and drink for the forgiveness of all your sins. God saves you. 

God has come into your flesh! No one but God saw this Advent coming. 
The Virgin has given birth to a Son. He is God Himself. God come to save you. 
Merry Christmas! In the Name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
“Oh, that birth forever blessèd, When the virgin, full of grace, By the Holy Ghost 
conceiving, Bore the Savior of our race, And the babe, the world’s Redeemer, 
First revealed His sacred face, Evermore and evermore.” 
(Of the Father’s Love Begotten, LSB 384:2) 
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The Third Sunday of Advent 

December 13, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: Matthew 11:2-11 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 29:15-30:14; Revelation 1:1-20 
 
“Now when John heard in prison the works of Christ he sent word through his 
disciples, ‘Are you the Advent One or should we look for another?’” (Matthew 
11:2-3) 
 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen. Light the rose candle on the Advent 
wreath! Today is Gaudete Sunday. It’s Rejoice Sunday! The Lord is coming. 
He’s close! Thank God. 

But life doesn’t just get happy when you light a candle. The road of life 
has potholes and bumps. It has giant valleys and insurmountable mountains. 
It’s filled with sickness. It’s got awful evils that no one should experience. It has 
unspeakable pain, sickness, and ends in death. 

Where is God? What is He thinking? If He is such a God why doesn’t 
He fix it? 

John the Baptist has the answer for you today. He was born, as God 
had promised, to prepare the way for Jesus. John’s preaching made rough 
places smooth and valleys were filled up with the comfort of the promise of the 
Adventing One. Everything that John did, said, and lived was a giant neon, 
flashing arrow that pointed the world to the Lamb of God—to Jesus. 

But now, the greatest prophet born of women was rotting in prison. He 
was going to die. It would be a senseless death, too. His head would be 
presented to the king on a platter at a dinner party.  

As usual, John doesn’t look inside himself for the answer of why things 
happen. Instead, he goes to Jesus. When the Baptist asks, he takes us to 
Jesus, too! He shows us that the place for doubts and questions is to go right to 
the Lord Jesus.  

Watch what Jesus says. See what He does. “The blind receive their 
sight. The dead are raised.” Hear the Gospel preached. Be saved. 

Repentance and faith. Repent of your despair. The answers to life’s 
peaks and valleys is never found or figured out in yourself. Your faith is found 
where John is pointing you: to the Advent One. Believe that Jesus’ Cross saves 
you even from life’s worst circumstances. Trust that the place where true peace 
is found is in the suffering and death of Christ. Receive His holy life lived for 
you. Be washed in His Blood. Be enlivened to live joyfully in His resurrection. 

Be joyful. It’s the Third Sunday of Advent. John the Baptist is pointing 
us to the Coming One. Christ alone can save us. He already has by faith. He 
will soon. That’s why we light the rose candle. We know true joy is coming soon. 
In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 
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Monday of the Third Week of Advent 

December 14, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 30:15-26; Revelation 2:1-29 
 
“Comfort, Comfort my people, says your God.” (Isaiah 40:1) 
 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen. Things are just too much. I feel like I am 
drowning. I try. I fail. I step in it, on it, around it. Every eggshell I try to protect, I 
shatter. My relationships fail—all of them. No matter what I try, I lose friends. My 
family doesn’t understand me. Even my closest friends fail me. I am alone. 

The problem isn’t them. No, there’s something that every failure in my 
life has in common: me. Where I am involved, there is a ruptured relationship. 
There is something that I didn’t do, should have done, or didn’t care enough 
about doing. I made some mess that ruined everything. The problem is me. 

If I could just get my life together, if I could get myself together, I could 
make it work. If I could make things work and not lose the things I love, the 
people I love…but, I can’t. I just can’t. I’m powerless in all this. I can’t stop 
sinning. I can’t stop messing up. I just can’t. 

The Lord preached through Isaiah for me. I need not just one comfort, 
but double comfort. I need God to put on the kid-gloves when He deals with me. 
I need Him to save me, despite me. 

The Lord is coming and He’s coming to save not only me but you too. 
He’s got pardon for our iniquity. He’s paid the price for our sins—paid double for 
it. He’s going to save me, for sure. 

He has been broken for us. He has been bruised for us. His 
relationships have been shattered for our sake. He had nails driven into His 
hands and feet. He suffered the humiliation on the Cross that we deserve. He 
saves us. 

His Easter is our Easter—from sin, from death, and from failure. He 
rose again and we rose with Him. We’ve been washed ashore, pushed through 
this life in baptismal waters, and driven to safety. By His stripes, we have been 
healed. 

Jesus isn’t an excuse for me not to get better. Today is a new day to 
repent and do better, to put those I love first and myself last. I’m going to pray to 
be a better person.  

In Him, I am made new. You are, too. In His Word, in His Baptism, in 
His Supper, I will be forgiven. I am forgiven now. In the Name of Jesus. Amen.  
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Wednesday of the Fourth Week of Advent 

December 23, 2015 
 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 43:25-44:20; Revelation 11:1-19 
 
“I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of His Father from all eternity 
and true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord.” (Small Catechism: Second 
Article, Part 1) 
 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen. Jesus is LORD. He’s the same God who 
created the Heavens and the Earth. He’s the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. He’s the God in, with, and under the burning bush. He’s the “I AM.” He’s 
Yahweh. He’s the God who rumbled on Mount Sinai. 

The God in the Old Testament isn’t any different from the God in the 
New Testament. God isn’t mean in the Old Testament and nice in the New 
Testament. Nor is He is all Law and then all Gospel. That’s just completely 
wrong. Repent of that kind of thinking! 

No, to confess that Jesus is LORD is to confess that Jesus is the God 
of the Old Testament. And Jesus is not just any Lord. He’s not just the Lord of 
the children of Israel or only for special, holy people. No, Jesus is your Lord. 
He’s the One who came to redeem you. He bought you back from your sins, 
from your death, and from the power of the devil. 

You didn’t buy your own way out of hell. You didn’t fix your own sins. 
You didn’t commit yourself to God. You didn’t make a deal that if God rescued 
you then you’d be really merry this Christmas. You didn’t do anything but be 
born in Adam’s sin and then add your own sins. The payment for all sins is 
death.  

But God’s answer to your sins is to take your flesh upon Himself. Jesus 
is the Son of God, the Son of Man that Daniel promised. He approaches the 
throne of God through the Cross. His death alone redeems you. His Cross 
alone saves you. 

The God of the Old Testament saves you. He delivers that salvation to 
you in the New Testament in His Blood. Take, eat, His Body given for you. 
Take, drink, the Blood of the New Testament shed for you for the forgiveness of 
your sins. There’s no better way to celebrate Christmas tomorrow than at the 
Lord’s Supper! 

Jesus is the LORD. He is the “I AM.” He is the only God there is. He is 
begotten of the Father from all eternity. He is true man. He is born of the Virgin 
Mary on Christmas. The Lord Himself came to save you. In the Name of Jesus! 
Amen. 
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Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Advent 

December 22, 2015 
 

Today's Reading: Philippians 4:4-7 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 43:1-24; Revelation 9:13-10:11 
 
“Rejoice in the Lord always! Again, I say rejoice! Let your gentleness be known 
to all men. The Lord is near!” (Philippians 4:4-5) 
 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen. Jesus near. The Lord is near. Three days 
to go. Just three more days to Christmas! 

In three days, God will come. He will be born of the Virgin, born into 
your human flesh. God Himself comes to rock your world with peace and joy. 
He will take upon Himself your sins. He will receive your punishment in your 
place. He will go through your hell. He will die your death. And on the third day, 
He will rise from the dead. 

In Him, you are all that He ever wanted you to be. You are His creation. 
You are His dear child. You have been redeemed. You have a God and you 
have a dear Father.  

To God, you are worth the death of His Son. You don’t deserve it. You 
didn’t deserve it. You are worth what God pays for you. And He pays with His 
Son. 

So, get to church. Go to Bible Class. Read your Catechism. Study your 
Bible. Learn more and more of what Jesus has done for you. Take in all that is 
honorable. Hear about what Jesus did that was pleasing to God. Know that faith 
in what Christ did for you on the Cross is the only and greatest praise God ever 
wants from you. Ponder these things! 

Don’t stop there. Watch your pastor and your parents. Put into practice 
what you learn, receive, hear, and see from them. Learn to be a Christian from 
the saints the Lord has given around you. 

That means don’t just do the Law, but receive the Gospel! Remember 
your Baptism. Repent of your sins. Believe the Gospel. Confess your sins. Go 
to the Sacrament. Eat and drink the Body and Blood of Jesus. Be forgiven of all 
your sins. 

He is coming to save you. He’s got more forgiveness than you are able 
to sin. His forgiveness enlivens you to not even want to test to see if you could. 
After all, you are baptized. You are one for whom He died.  

Three more days. The Lord is coming in the manger in three days. He’ll 
be coming again in the sky to save you—maybe even sooner than three days! 
That’s the joy that fills this season. The Lord is near! Rejoice! In the Name of 
Jesus. Amen.  

 
“And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:7) 
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Tuesday of the Third Week of Advent 

December 15, 2015 
 
Today's Reading: 1 Corinthians 4:1-5 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 30:27-31:9; Revelation 3:1-22 
 
“But for me it is a very small thing that that I should be judged by you or any 
human court. But I don’t even judge myself.” (1 Corinthians 4:3) 
 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen. Christ came for you. He has redeemed 
you. You have been bought back from your sins. You cannot go to hell in Christ. 
It’s just not possible. He went there first. He sacked the place. No one in Him 
will ever go there again. 

He died for your sins. He was raised for your justification. He lives for 
your forgiveness before God. You are holy in Him. You are righteous in His 
sight. You are completely and totally sinless before Him.  

Jesus is going to come back soon, on the Last Day. When He does, 
you won’t be condemned. He was already judged in your place. He took upon 
Himself all the wrath and anger that you have earned by what you have and 
haven’t done. All of it fell upon Jesus.  

God put every last sin of every last person of all time on His Son. And 
every sin from everyone has been crucified with Christ. Every transgression, 
every bit of every hell-deserving filth has been left in the tomb of Jesus. All the evil 
that could ever be done, even by your enemies, has been forgiven by Jesus.  

Why then, if we truly believe this Gospel, would we judge anyone for 
their sins? Why would we judge people whose sins we would never do? Why 
would we look down on people whose sins we have done? Why would we judge 
even our enemies? Why would we even judge ourselves? 

This isn’t permission for them or you to live anyway you want. Rather, 
because you have been forgiven of more sins than you could ever even do, 
forgive others. Because Jesus was judged for you, don’t judge others. Because 
He lives, give life to others in the words, “I forgive you.” 

Jesus is going to keep His promise. He will come back. You are going 
to rise up from your grave. You will know God. You will be known by God. He 
will remember the good you have done—your works done in Him will live on. No 
sins will be remembered any more—not yours, not your neighbor’s sins, not 
even your enemy’s sins. There will only be Jesus and His glorious scars! In the 
Name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

“Those dear tokens of His passion Still His dazzling body bears, Cause of 
endless exultation To His ransomed worshipers. With what rapture, with what 
rapture, with what rapture Gaze we on those glorious scars!” (Lo! He Comes 
with Clouds Descending, LSB 336:3)  
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Wednesday of the Third Week of Advent 

December 16, 2015 
 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 32:1-20; Revelation 4:1-11 
 
“He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All 
this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit 
or worthiness in me.” (Small Catechism: First Article, Part 3) 
 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen. Nothing will ever harm you. There isn’t a 
monster under your bed. There isn’t something bad hiding around the corner, 
waiting to wreck your life.  

 He’s the only God there is, the only God there ever was, the only God 
there ever will be. He is Your God. You are His child. 

He created you. He made you. You came from Mom and Dad and they 
came from Grandma and Grandpa. But He made everyone and everything. You 
aren’t accidentally in the place and the time you are in. You have a God. He is 
your Father. You are His child.  

All that you ever are and will be will always come to you as a gift from 
Him. Each day, each hour, each minute comes to you as a gift. Every penny 
you are given, work for, earn, and make is also a gift from Him. Everything you 
borrow, own, rent, and lease—gifts, too. He is your Father. You are His child. 

You want more. You want better. And you want things the way you 
want them. You think you can control and manipulate your universe by what you 
do and say. You think that actually holds weight with God—as if you could earn 
His being so kind to you.  

Christ alone earned God’s good favor toward you. God is your God 
because Jesus died and rose again for you. He is your Father because He has 
made you His own in Baptism. There is no other reason for the mercy and 
grace of God than what Jesus has done for you.  

Repentance and faith. Repent of trusting anything else! Believe that 
God is your Father. He is your Father. That means that the universe is yours to 
play in. Freely give what you have been given to help others. Nothing can stop 
you but God. And if He does, it’ll be solely for your good.  

And when bad things do happen— pain, suffering—this is for certain: 
God isn’t out to get you. He isn’t going to hurt you, punish you, or send you to 
hell for what you have and haven’t done.   

No, He will protect you. He will be good to you. He is your God. He is 
your Father. You are His child. In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
“For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.” (Small 
Catechism, First Article, Meaning)  
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St. Thomas, Apostle 

December 21, 2015 
 

Today's Reading: John 20:24-29 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 42:1-25; Revelation 9:1-12 
 

“So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, 
‘Unless I see in his hands the marks of the nails and thrust my finger into the 
marks of the nails and thrust my hand into His side, I will never believe.’” (John 
20:25) 
 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen. It was straight up, stubborn unbelief. It 
wasn’t simple doubt. Thomas wasn’t struggling with whether Jesus rose from 
the dead or not. He was emphatic: “I will never believe.”  

The Apostles had seen the Lord alive on Easter morning. Jesus had 
spoken peace to them. They had seen His hands and His side. He sent them to 
deliver what those wounds won: the forgiveness of sins. 

The Apostles preached to Thomas, and he rejected their words. He 
rejected their peace. He would rather go with what he knew to be true: dead 
men don’t come back from the dead. Unless he saw and touched, he would 
absolutely not believe, He refused the gift. You know the rest. The Lord 
eventually appeared to Thomas as well, a week later. He showed Thomas His 
hands. He showed him His side. “Be not unbelieving, Thomas, but believe.” 

St. Thomas’ unbelief is a gift to you. It directs you to where your 
salvation was achieved: the wounds of Cross. But Thomas doesn’t leave you 
there. The Lord directs you in Thomas’ life to where the wounds are delivered: 
in the forgiveness of sins. 

The Lord has sent your pastor to forgive and retain sins in His name. 
His words condemn, kill, and close heaven to you when you reject them. His 
words forgive, raise from the dead, and open heaven for you when you receive 
them. Faith receives the gift. 

Repent. Unbelief rejects His gifts. Turn. Change. Believe. Faith receives 
the Lord’s gifts. Be gifted with the life-giving forgiveness, won by Jesus on the 
Cross. Trust what you have never seen: the Jesus who showed Thomas His 
hands and side. He lives and you live in Him. 

It wasn’t doubt, it was unbelief. Thomas didn’t believe. Even that was 
for your good. It happened so that God would advent to you today and point you 
to where your salvation was achieved and delivered: on the Cross, where Jesus 
received the wounds that He showed to Thomas. It is delivered in the words of 
the Apostles and pastors sent in His Name. And as Jesus said, “Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have believed (John 20:29). In the name of 
Jesus. Amen. 
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The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 20, 2015 
 
Today’s Reading: John 1:19-28 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 40:18-41:10; Revelation 8:1-13 
 
“John answered them saying, ‘I baptize with water but among you stands one 
you do not know the One coming after me, I am not worthy to untie the strap of 
His sandal.’” (John 1:26-27) 
 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen. So close, now! He’s so close! It’s John 
the Baptist time! That’s how close Jesus is! 

John is not the Christ. John is not the Prophet that Moses promised. He 
says He’s not Elijah, but Jesus says He is. He’s the voice of one crying out in 
the wilderness, telling us to make ready for the Lord. 

John is the Baptizer. He washes sins away in the waters of the Jordan 
River. He preaches repentance and promises forgiveness in the coming One. 
His one and only job is to point us to Jesus. 

Jesus is the LORD. He’s the Advent One, the Coming One. He is the 
Christ, the Messiah, the Anointed One of God. God’s Suffering Servant whose 
coming will bring about salvation for all people. Jesus is the Prophet promised 
by Moses who is greater than John. 

Be pointed to Jesus today by John. First, repent. Clear your life of the 
things that block Jesus’ coming to you on Christmas. Fill the hole you have with 
God by owning up to the sins that you know and feel in your heart. Make the 
rough places smooth by confessing to the Lord the sins that God says are sins 
but that you don’t even feel sorry for. You know which ones. You say you’ll tend 
to them some other time. Confess them to God today. Be rid of them. 

Be forgiven. Believe that you are forgiven in Christ. Trust it. Know it. 
You are as freed from your sins as Christ is alive from His death. He has 
conquered death and sin. Your sins have been conquered in Him. You don’t 
have to do them anymore. They aren’t the boss of you.  

And if you doubt His forgiveness or His victory over your sins, grab your 
pastor. Have Jesus advent to you in Holy Absolution. Confess your sins to him. 
Be forgiven. Be free. 

Repent and believe. Confess and be forgiven. Make ready. Jesus is 
close. Really close. John is pointing you to Him today. In the Name of Jesus. 
Amen.  
 
“Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins 
which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.” (Collect for Advent 4) 
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Thursday of the Third Week of Advent 

December 17, 2015 
 
Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 33:1-24; Revelation 5:1-14 
 
“And they sang a new song saying, ‘Worthy are you to take the scroll and to 
open its seals, for you were slain, and you have bought for God with your blood 
all tribes, tongues, peoples, and nations.’” (Revelation 5:9-10) 
 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen. Pray for Jesus’ coming. Look forward to it. 
Rejoice for it. Cheer for it! 

He is coming. He’s going to save you. He’s coming to rescue you. Get 
ready. Repent. Believe. Receive Him. It’s almost time!  

On the throne of God, just past the living creatures in the Revelation, 
stands the Lamb. There’s Jesus! He appears looking as if He has been slain, 
because He has been slain for you. 

Christ is the fulfillment of all things. He has brought everything to its 
culmination in heaven and on earth. He opens the seals! The thread that God 
has wound and woven through all time is the Cross. On Calvary, the Lamb was 
slain for the sin of the world.  

God died. He died for the world. He saved His creation. He came into 
His creation, was born, suffered, and died. His death fulfilled all things. His 
death redeemed all creation.  

That’s why all of heaven breaks into song when the Lamb takes the 
seals from the throne, for He alone is worthy to receive all power and wealth 
and wisdom and honor and glory and blessing. He was dead and now lives! 
And in the train of His resurrection, He has taken all of us up to heaven with 
Him. 

Turn from your sins, for the Lord is coming. Give them up. Stop doing 
them. You don’t need to do them anymore. You have been redeemed by the 
Blood of the Lamb.  

You are baptized. Believe that He has saved you. He really has! You 
are clothed in white robes. You will live and reign with Him forever as surely as 
He lives forever. 

He is coming soon. He will take you to be with Him. He will save you for 
you are the ones He has saved. And all there is for you to do in His salvation is to 
join the living creatures before His throne in faith. They say, “Amen.” We say it 
too. “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.” In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 

  
"Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the 
darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.” (Collect for Gaudete) 
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Friday of the Third Week of Advent 

December 18, 2015 
 

Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 34:1-2, 8-35:10; Revelation 6:1-17 
 

“And those ransomed by the Lord will return and come to Zion with merriment; 
eternal merriment will be on their heads; and they shall obtain great joy and 
merriment and distress and pain and sighing will flee away…” (Isaiah 35:10) 
 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen. Gaudete week even ends with merriment! 
Joy! Happiness! Gladness! ‘Tis the season to be jolly!  

The Lord has bought back His Church! He bought her back from her 
sins, from death, and even from the power of the devil. Zion has been 
purchased “not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and His 
innocent suffering and death.” (Small Catechism) 

She comes back with Him, merry—really, truly happy. She had been 
lost. She was exiled. She was dead. But He has raised her from the dead. She 
has no more transgressions. God doesn’t punish her. He loves her. Christ is her 
Bridegroom. She is His Bride. 

Now, don’t go and try to put on a bit of merriment today all by yourself. 
That joy will last only until some Scrooge “bah-humbugs” you into a grumpy fit. 
You just can’t sustain joy on our own. Your good will never outweigh your 
naughty. 

I know you think sin is fun sometimes. You want to fight it…but you kind 
of don’t, too. You like to see how close you can get to the fire before you get 
burned. It’s marked “hot” but you still want to touch it and find out for yourself. 

But those sins are the chief joy-killer. They wreck your relationships. 
They mess up your life. What you think you get away with, you don’t really get 
away with because God knows it all. What you don’t do is so destructive. The 
whole thing is a joyless mess! 

True joy is found only in Jesus. Everything else fades away! Zion is 
merry because He has brought her back. She is filled with joy because the 
distress and pain and sighing that she is used to do and earned from God is 
gone. Now, there is only love from God, for God has saved her. 

The Church is holy. She’s pure. She’s been died-for and raised from the 
dead. That’s where Zion’s joy comes from! She is who she is because Christ did 
what He did for her! 

Leave your sins behind for the sake of others. There is no joy in them. 
Repent and believe the forgiveness of sins won for Zion on the Cross and 
delivered to you in the waters of Holy Baptism. 

Merry up this Gospel! Revel in His Absolution! Be freed to be merry for 
others, for you are at home in heaven. Eternal merriment is on your forehead. 
Advent it up! You are forgiven! In the Name of Jesus. Amen. 
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Saturday of the Third Week of Advent 

December 19, 2015 
 

Daily Lectionary: Isaiah 40:1-17; Revelation 7:1-17 
 

“Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down righteousness; 
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may bear fruit; let the earth 
cause them both to sprout.” (Isaiah 45:8, from the Introit for Advent 4) 
 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen. Are you dreaming of a White Christmas? I 
don’t know if you will get one. But I know, for certain, that God will give you a 
wet Christmas! 

There are rivers of forgiveness and mercy of God all over your life. 
You’ve been baptismally drenched by the free-flowing forgiveness that was 
achieved by Jesus on the Cross and put on you in Holy Baptism. There is 
salvation and righteousness pouring down from heaven and there is no end to it 
in sight! 

It starts with Jesus! The Lord is coming! He’s coming to save! We’ll find 
Him in the arms of the Virgin in just a few days. The heavens will declare the 
glory of God! The skies will preach his handiwork!  

This Baby will grow up soaking everyone and everything with God’s 
love. He’ll mercy those who deserve no mercy. He’ll love the unlovable. He’ll 
heal the sick, raise the dead, and preach the Gospel. He’ll be seized by sinners, 
betrayed by His friends, His blood will splash on the hands of those who beat 
Him, then drip down on the earth as He is crucified and dies. And God will raise 
Him from the dead on the third day.  

In the tide of His resurrection, He has washed you out of your grave, 
too. You have eternal life with Him. It’s all being worked out now in your life. 
Your life is as sure as His resurrection. He rose. You rose with Him. 

Soon, God is coming. He didn’t go through death and hell to rain down 
hellish fire and brimstone on you. He’s going to save you on the Last Day. He’s 
going to take you out of your sins and sadness and loneliness. He’s going to 
pour His mercy and forgiveness and love into your life. You will be changed. 

You are already changed, right now. You are soaking with forgiveness. 
Drip His forgiveness all over others. You have been bathed in mercy. Wash 
others with His mercy. You have been showered with God’s joy. Rain on others 
with His love.  

God is coming in the manger to earn salvation for you, to deliver it to 
you, and then in the sky to show you how real it is. Repent and believe this 
Good News. That’s the best way to have a wet white Christmas! In the Name of 
Jesus. Amen. 


