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How do you communicate the message of Jesus? What does 
the Bible say about the way we speak the good news? Test 
your knowledge of Holy Scripture. Take the following true false test:

Christians share Jesus with others. nn True   nn False 
Christians reach out to others with the love of God. nn True   nn False 
Christians tell others what Jesus did for us. nn True   nn False 
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Sometimes I think that pastors or
theologians make things much
more difficult or complicated

than they are.We talk about sharing
Christ or reaching out. Not only are
the meanings of these expressions a
bit hazy, but they simply are not the
way the Bible talks. In the Scriptures
God makes communicating the good
news of Jesus very easy. Let’s see
what the Bible says. Here are the
answers to the true/false test.

Christians share Jesus with others. False
Nowhere in the Bible does God ever say that we

should “share Jesus.”We are to share our worldly goods
with others, share in the sufferings of Christ by suffering
for His sake or, my personal favorite, share our wealth with
those who catechize us. But the word “share” is not a word
which refers to communication. In fact when we talk about
sharing Christ it can give the impression that we are giving
half of Him away and keeping half for ourselves like when
we share a piece of pie. Of course share can mean “inform”
like when we share our thoughts or share our feelings, but
then “sharing” Jesus becomes so personal we hesitate. It’s
almost something like “sharing” a secret.There’s got to be a
better more biblical word.

Christians should reach out to others
with the love of God. False

Nowhere in the Bible does God ever say that we
should “reach out” with the love of God. In the Bible the
word “reach” is used more literally like when Jesus reached
out and grabbed Peter when they were walking on the
water. But there the word means more like stretch out and
who ever heard of “stretching out” with God’s love? In the
Bible “reach out” is a description of posture more than a
communicating of the gospel. It is true that Webster’s 
dictionary does say that the seventh definition of the word
reach is “to have influence upon or to impress.” And we
might say that the governor “reached” millions of people
with his televised speech. But, it’s not the normal way we
use the word “reach” and the bible never talks this way.
There’s got to be a better more biblical word.

When you think about it, words like “share” and “reach
out” are not the way we normally talk. If you were asked to
inform your parents about what happened in school today
how would they ask you? Would they say,“Share with us
your day.” Maybe, but probably not. How about,“Reach 
out to us with news of your day.” No one talks this way. If
your parents wanted to know about your day they would
probably say,“Tell us about your day.”The word “tell” is a
normal word. And that is the word the bible uses: Tell.

Christians tell others what Jesus 
did for us.True

In Mark 5 Jesus cast some demons out of a man and
sent the demons into some pigs. Afterwards the man
wanted to go with Jesus, but the Lord said,“Go home to
your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for
you.”The same word is used of the women who saw the
empty tomb and then went and “told all these things” to
the apostles. Some of the bible translations use the word
“report” instead of “tell.” For example in Acts 15 Judas and
Silas “reported” to the churches what the leaders had 
written.We should tell or report what Jesus has done and
what the apostles wrote. It’s like talking to your friend
about the latest Kathy Luder story. Tell them what happened.

Why is this so important? It’s important to use the
word “tell” because God wants forgiveness to be simple.

We use the Bible word “tell” because salvation is easy
to understand. God forgave the whole world by sending
Jesus to live and die for us and rise again. He gives this 
forgiveness through his holy word – whether it is spoken
by you, Martin Luther, St. Paul or Jesus Christ Himself. It’s
simple to understand.When we use words like “share” or
“reach out” it almost sounds like there is more to it than
simply speaking the message of Jesus.We tell our friends
that Jesus forgives their sins but we wonder if we have
really “shared” Jesus.We tell our friends that Jesus rose
from the dead to open heaven, but we wonder if we have
really “reached out” to the other person. And we begin to
doubt. It’s not ourselves we doubt but the word of God.
God keeps it simple because faith should be simple.
Someone told you.You believe.You tell someone. God 
will work through the message of Jesus which you speak.

It’s also important to use the word “tell” because 
God wants to make talking about Jesus simple for us.
God does not use unusual words to describe how
Christians communicate the good news about Jesus.
He does not make the job complicated by forcing upon 
us a vocabulary that is either weird or unclear. God makes
it very simple.“Tell” other people what Jesus has done.
Don’t worry about sharing. That’s not the bible word. Don’t
feel bad if you haven’t reached out. Communicating Christ
has little to do with posture. Rather, tell. Report what you
know from the book. It’s easy.

Forgiveness may be simple to understand and to tell
but it was not simple to earn. Jesus had to carry all of your
sins to the cross.This was not easy. Christ pleaded to be
relieved in the garden because this was a hard thing He 
did for us. He carried the heavy load of our guilt to the 
cross in his body and suffered terribly for us. He poured out
his blood painfully for you.What Christ did was the most
difficult thing any man has every done. He suffered for you.
He suffered for the people to whom you tell his story.

For Him it was difficult. For us it is simple – simple to
know, simple to tell.
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