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1.  Pastor Pierson's article talks about the texts of scripture. See 2 Timothy 3:15 and Luke 24:27. What 
did young Timothy learn as “scripture”? What does Jesus Himself teach as the holy Scriptures?

2.  The Old Testament is scripture, but what about the texts of the New Testament? Acts 24:14 and 2 
Peter 3:15-16. Do the epistles of St. Paul in the New Testament agree with the Old Testament 
Scriptures? Do St. Peter’s writings agree with the teachings of St. Paul, and in turn with the Old 
Testament? 

3.  If there is a serious question about a text of the Bible, does that cast doubt as to whether it is the 
Word of God? See John 1:1, 14. What does the Bible say the Word of God is? See John 5:39 and Acts 
10:43. What is the connection between scriptures and Jesus? How does this help us to evaluate the truth 
of a scripture text? 

4. You’ve probably heard about all kinds of supposedly lost texts of scripture, or about books of the 
bible that were allegedly “banned.” Read 2 Peter 1:20-21. Did a small group of Christian leaders 
choose which texts belonged as scripture, and which did not, based on their own opinions? Just how 
did the scripture texts we now have come to be considered as the canon of Holy Writ?

5. Textual criticism is a little different from another discipline called “Higher Criticism.” The former 
seeks to use human reason as only a servant of the texts of scripture, while the latter elevates human 
reason above the Words of the Bible, dismissing it or changing it on a whim. Read Acts 17:11 and 1 
Corinthians 2:14. Just what is the role of human reason when it comes to understanding the texts of 



the Bible? 

6.  Some textual variants present few problems at all. See Mark 16:16-18. Was this longer ending of 
Mark part of his original gospel document? Why do we Lutherans readily accept and teach verse 16? 
Why are we Lutherans reluctant to put into practice verses 17-18?

7. Other textual variants present a unique challenge to us. See John 7:53-8:11. Is this story of the 
woman caught in adultery part of the early manuscripts of John’s gospel? If it was not in the original, 
why is it included? What should we do with this story?

8. Close with the following prayer for the Word. 

Enlighten our minds, we ask You, O God, by the Spirit which proceeds from You, that, as Your 
Son has promised, we may be led into all truth; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.
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