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1.  Pastor Pierson's article talks about the texts of scripture. See 2 Timothy 3:15 and Luke 24:27. What 
did young Timothy learn as “scripture”? What does Jesus Himself teach as the holy Scriptures?

When you see the word “scripture” in the Bible, it usually means the texts of the Old Testament. In 
Jesus’ day, these were the only scriptures around for the people to hear. Jesus taught from the “Law” of 
Moses, (aka: the “Torah” or instruction/revelation of God in the first 5 books of the Bible). He also 
taught from the “writings” of the Old Testament (primarily the Psalms). Christ also instructed from the 
teachings of the Old Testament prophets. 

2.  The Old Testament is scripture, but what about the texts of the New Testament? Acts 24:14 and 2 
Peter 3:15-16. Do the epistles of St. Paul in the New Testament agree with the Old Testament 
Scriptures? Do St. Peter’s writings agree with the teachings of St. Paul, and in turn with the Old 
Testament? 

The writings of the entire New Testament are indeed Scripture, since the teachings contained therein 
agree with those of the Old Testament. Paul taught from the Torah and Prophets, and Peter 
acknowledges the same truths therein as St. Paul, even describing Paul’s epistles as scripture, too!

3.  If there is a serious question about a text of the Bible, does that cast doubt as to whether it is the 
Word of God? See John 1:1, 14. What does the Bible say the Word of God is? See John 5:39 and Acts 
10:43. What is the connection between scriptures and Jesus? How does this help us to evaluate the truth 
of a scripture text? 

When Lutherans hear the phrase “word of God” they are unique in Christendom, for not at once 
pointing directly to the Bible. Instead, you think “Jesus is the Word!” Without Christ, all the scriptural 
texts of the Bible become meaningless. But the prophets of old proclaimed the Christ, and the scriptures 
all point directly to Jesus. So those texts which truly testify about Jesus and His revealed truth are those 
rightly called “holy scripture.”

4. You’ve probably heard about all kinds of supposedly lost texts of scripture, or about books of the 
bible that were allegedly “banned.” Read 2 Peter 1:20-21. Did a small group of Christian leaders 
choose which texts belonged as scripture, and which did not, based on their own opinions? Just how 
did the scripture texts we now have come to be considered as the canon of Holy Writ?



The “canon” (meaning a “reed” used as a measuring stick) of scripture did not come about because 
men relied upon their own understanding to pick what would or wouldn‘t be in the Bible. In fact, it 
wasn’t men who made scripture, but really scripture that made Christians! This was the measuring 
stick the Church used to determine what was (or wasn’t) to be in the Bible. Men of God spoke His word, 
only when “carried along” by the Holy Spirit to do so. And whatever did not measure up to the 
analogy of the faith which had been proclaimed since Jesus and His Apostles taught the truth, was 
omitted.

5. Textual criticism is a little different from another discipline called “Higher Criticism.” The former 
seeks to use human reason as only a servant of the texts of scripture, while the latter elevates human 
reason above the Words of the Bible, dismissing it or changing it on a whim. Read Acts 17:11 and 1 
Corinthians 2:14. Just what is the role of human reason when it comes to understanding the texts of 
the Bible? 

Human reason may not be used as if it is lord and master over the texts of Scripture, lest someone 
conclude that a particular passage doesn‘t belong in the bible, simply because it is difficult to 
understand or to agree with. But our reason may be used in a ministerial sense, serving the Scriptures 
to discern from them the truths God reveals therein. Textual criticism seeks to do this, remembering 
always that such truth can only be comprehended by the revelation of the Holy Spirit. 

6.  Some textual variants present few problems at all. See Mark 16:16-18. Was this longer ending of 
Mark part of his original gospel document? Why do we Lutherans readily accept and teach verse 16? 
Why are we Lutherans reluctant to put into practice verses 17-18?

This post-script to Mark’s gospel is not found in the oldest copies of the document. In fact, two different 
endings were added some years later. Perhaps one was added later by Mark or by his disciples. 
Lutherans include the teaching of verse 16, since baptism does indeed save, as St. Peter also attests in 
his first epistle, chapter 3, verse 21. But snake-handling and poison-drinking is no where else 
advocated in holy scripture, so we Lutherans refrain from such practices. 

7. Other textual variants present a unique challenge to us. See John 7:53-8:11. Is this story of the 
woman caught in adultery part of the early manuscripts of John’s gospel? If it was not in the original, 
why is it included? What should we do with this story?

Many people quote the famous words of Jesus in this addition to John‘s gospel, “He who is without sin, 
cast the first stone.” Now it may be that this event actually happened as many of the other things that 
Jesus did that John says he does not include in his gospel, in the last verse of this book. Or it could be a 
made-up story that never really happened. This side of heaven we cannot know for sure. But wherever 
there is doubt, such a text will not be preached by Lutherans, nor is this story taught as true.

8. Close with the following prayer for the Word. 



Enlighten our minds, we ask You, O God, by the Spirit which proceeds from You, that, as Your 
Son has promised, we may be led into all truth; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.
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