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ONTARIO
SUPERIOR COURT OF JUSTICE
EN:

KITCHENER RANGERS JUNIOR A HOCKEY CLUB
Plaintiff
- andTHE MICHIGAN DAILY, MATT SLOVIN, and JOHN DOE
Defendants

STATEMENT OF CLAIM
TO THE DEFENDANT(S):
A LEGAL PROCEEDING HAS BEEN COMMENCED AGAINST YOU by the
Plaintiff. The Claim made against you is set out in the following pages.
IF YOU WISH TO DEFEND THIS PROCEEDING, you or an Ontario lawyer acting for
you must prepare a Statement of Defence in Fonn 18A prescribed by the Rules of Civil
Procedure, serve it on the Plaintiff's lawyer or, where the Plaintiff does not have a lawyer, serve
it on the Plaintiff, and file it, with proof of service, in this court office, WITHIN TWENTY
DA YS after this Statement of Claim is served on you, if you are served in Ontario.
If you are served in another province or territory of Canada or in the United States of
America, the period for serving and filing your Statement of Defence is forty days. If you are
served outside Canada and the United States of America, the period is sixty days.
Instead of serving and filing a Statement of Defence, you may serve and file a Notice of
Intent to Defend in Fonn 18B prescribed by the Rules of Civil Procedure. This will entitle you
to ten more days within which to serve and file your Statement of Defence.
IF YOU FAIL TO DEFEND THIS PROCEEDING, JUDGMENT MAYBE GIVEN
AGAINST YOU IN YOUR ABSENCE AND WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE TO YOU. IF
YOU WISH TO DEFEND THIS PROCEEDING BUT ARE UNABLE TO PAY LEGAL FEES,
LEGAL AID MAYBE AVAILABLE TO YOU BY CONTACTING A LOCAL LEGAL AID
OFFICE.
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420 Maynard Street
Ann Arbor, MI
48109
USA
Matt Siovin
420 Maynard Street
Ann Arbor, MI
48109
USA

222S477 I 3

20 Weber Street East
Kitchener, ON
N2H le3

-3-

CLAIM
I.

The plaintiffs claim:
(a)

general damages for defamation in the amount of$500,000;

(b)

punitive or exemplary damages in the amount of$500,000;

(c)

prejudgment interest in accordance with section 128 of the Courts of Justice Act,
R.S.O. 1990, c. C.43;

(d)

postjudgment interest in accordance with section 129 of the Courts ofJustice Act,
R.S.O. 1990, c. C.43;

(e)

the costs of this proceeding on a substantial indemnity basis, plus all applicable
taxes; and

(f)

such further and other Relief as this Honourable Court may deem just.

mE PARTIES
2.

The Kitchener Rangers Junior A Hockey Club (the "Rangers") is a major junior hockey

team based in Kitchener, Ontario. The Rangers compete in the Ontario Hockey League (the
"OHL"), which is one of three constituent leagues in the Canadian Hockey League (the "CHL").
The CHL is the highest level of amateur hockey in Canada for players between the ages of
sixteen and twenty. Many CHL players go on to play professionally, in the National Hockey
League (the "NHL") or elsewhere.

22254771.3

-43.

Unlike most CHL teams, the Rangers are community-owned, rather than privately held.

The Rangers have operated continuously in Kitchener since 1963, and trace their roots back to
1947.
4.

The Rangers enjoy an exemplary reputation in the Kitchener-Waterloo region and across

Ontario and North America. This reputation is crucial to their relationship with the OHL, CHL,
and NHL, their fans, sponsors and others in the community, and recruits.
5.

The defendant the Michigan Daily (the "Daily") is a daily newspaper based in Ann

Arbor, Michigan. It controls and operates a website located at http://www.michigandailv.com.
where it posts its online edition.
6.

The defendant Matt Slovin (together with the Daily, the "Daily Defendants") is Senior

Sports Editor and a reporter for the Daily.
7.

The defendant John Doe was a source for the article entitled "Source: Trouba received

major offer from Kitchener (OHL)" (the "Article") published by the Daily in its online edition on
July 3, 2012. Doe is referred to in the Article as "a different OHL source." Doe's identity is not
known to the Rangers at this time.

BACKGROUND
8.

Jacob Trouba is an elite eighteen year-old hockey player who was born in Rochester,

Michigan, and currently resides in Auburn Hills, Michigan. He was recently selected by the
Winnipeg Jets with the ninth overall pick in the 2012 NHL Entry Draft.
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The Rangers selected Mr. Trouba in the third round of the 2010 OHL draft, and control

his CHL rights. Since drafting Mr. Trouba, the Rangers have been in contact with him and his
family with the goal of attracting him to Kitchener. In November 2011, however, Mr. Trouba
committed to play for the University of Michigan.
10.

The OHL has strict rules regarding the extent to which a team is permitted to otTer

remuneration and benefits in order to attract a recruit (the "OHL Recruitment Rules"). Violation
of these rules carries heavy penalties, including significant fines and the loss of draft picks.
THE DEFAMATORY ARTICLE
11.

On July 3, 2012, the Daily published the Article, a copy of which is attached hereto as

Schedule "A". The Article was written by Mr. Slovin. In a slightly modified version, the Article
continues to be available online. The Article reported on the Rangers' pursuit of Mr. Trouba.
12.

The Rangers complain of the following false and defamatory statements in the Article

(the "Words Complained Of'):
Monday night, a different OHL source informed the Daily that Kitchener had
presented the Trouba family with a large otTer that remains on the table. The
source added that he believes the deal will happen.
In place of an education package, the source said Trouba could be compensated to
about $200,000.
13.

The Words Complained Of are false and defamatory of the Rangers and were published

with malice. In their plain and ordinary meaning, including their express and implied meaning in
the full context of the Article, the Words Complained Of meant that the Rangers had offered Mr.
Trouba a significant amount of money - up to $200,000 - in order to abandon his commitment to
the University of Michigan and play for the Rangers.
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The Rangers also complain ofa legal innuendo carried by the Words Complained Of. It

was understood by anyone familiar with the OHL Recruitment Rules (including without
limitation the OHL and CHL communities as well as fans, community members, potential
sponsors, current players, recruits, and members of the media) to mean that the Rangers had
violated those rules.
15.

The Daily Defendants knew that the Words Complained Of were false, and published

them in a deliberate and malicious attempt to harm the Rangers' reputation. In the alternative,
the Daily Defendants should have known that the Words Complained Of were false and acted
with reckless disregard of this possibility.
DEFAMATORY STATEMENTS BY JOHN DOE

16.

On or about July 2, 2012, John Doe told one or more employees of the Daily that the

Rangers had offered Mr. Trouba a significant amount of money - up to $200,000 - in order to
abandon his commitment to the University of Michigan and play for the Rangers (the "Doe
Statement").
17.

The Rangers complain of the Doe Statement, which was false and defamatory. The

Rangers rcly on the plain and ordinary meaning of the Doe Statement, as well as the legal
innuendo set about above at paragraph 14.
18.

The Doe Statement was republished in the Article. Doe intended that the statements

referred to in the Words Complained Of be republished in the Daily, and such republication was
the natural and probable consequence of Doe's statements to the Daily. Doe is therefore liable
for damages caused by this republication.
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Doe knew the Doe Statement to be false, and caused it to be published in a deliberate and

malicious attempt to hann the Rangers' reputation. In the alternative, Doe should have known
that the Doe Statement was false and acted with reckless disregard of this possibility.
20.

It is unknown at this time whether Doe made the Doe Statement verbally or in writing. If

the Doe Statement was made verbally, it is actionable per se as slander of the Rangers' business
reputation. The Rangers plead and rely upon section 16 of the Libel and Slander Act, R.S.O.
1990, c. L. 12.
SUBSEQUENT EVENTS

21.

In response to the false and defamatory statements in the Article, on July 3, 2012 Mr.

Trouba's family released a statement through the University of Michigan saying that:
There is absolutely no truth or merit to the recent media reports that the Kitchener Rangers
have offered Jacob any remuneration. We have the utmost respect for the Kitchener
Rangers and those that choose the CHL as an option, but Jacob will be attending the
University of Michigan next fall as a student athlete.
22.

In the afternoon of July 3, the Daily Defendants updated the Article to include this

statement. However, they only included the second sentence of it. They maliciously chose not
to include the first sentence, which stated that the Rangers had not offered Mr. Trouba any
remuneration.
23.

Despite this clear statement from Mr. Trouba's family, the Daily Defendants also

maliciously decided not to remove the Words Complained Offrom the Article.
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24.

As a result of the publication of the Words Complained Of, the Rangers have suffered

harm to their reputations across North America and in Ontario in particular. The full extent of
the harm resulting from the malicious pattern of conduct perpetrated by the defendants is not
known at this time.
25.

The damage suffered by the Rangers has been exacerbated by the fact that the false and

defamatory statements in the Article have been republished by numerous media outlets. Such
republications were a natural and probable consequence of the defendants' publication of the
words complained of, and the defendants are therefore liable for them.
26.

The damage suffered by the Rangers has been particularly serious because of the extent

to which the Rangers' success is premised on their public image and reputation. The Rangers'
reputation is why fans buy tickets and sponsors support the team. The team's reputation also
forms the basis of its relationship with the CHL and the OHL and other teams in those leagues,
and is a primary reason players choose to join the team. Publication of these defamatory
statements threatens this.
27.

The malicious, high-handed, and arrogant conduct of the defendants warrants an award of

punitive or exemplary damages to ensure that the defendants are appropriately punished for their
conduct and deterred from such conduct in the future.
28.

The Rangers plead and rely upon Rule 17.02(g) and (h) of the Rules o/Civil Procedure,

R.R.O. 1990, Reg. 194.
29.

The Rangers request that this matter be tried in the City ofKitchener.
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July 10,2012

BLAKE, CASSELS & GRAYDON LLP
Barristers & Solicitors
199 Bay Street
Suite 4000, Commerce Court West
Toronto ON M5L IA9

Ryder GilUlaad LSUC #45662C
Tel: 416-863-5849
ryder.gilliland@blakes.com
Adam Lazier LSUC #58338U
Tel: 416-863-2293
Fax: 416-863-2653
adam.lazier@blakes.com
Lawyers for the Plainti tTs
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