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Preface
The Hebrew Bible is divided into the Law (Torah), the Prophets (Nevi'im), and the Writings ().

While there was substantial agreement among Jews on the composition of the Torah and the Major Prophets, there 
was less agreement on the Writings and the Minor Prophets.  

The books of Jonah, Lamentations, and Daniel all may have been composed as late as the second century B.C.E.

It is possible that a fixed Jewish canon did not exist until over a hundred years AFTER the death of Jesus of 
Nazareth.





The Septuagint
● Koine Greek translation of the Hebrew scriptures, translated in stages between the 3rd to 2nd 

century BCE in Alexandria, Egypt
● Named after the legend of the 70 divinely-inspired Jewish scholars 
● Philo and Josephus (both associated with first-century Hellenistic Judaism) ascribed divine 

inspiration to its translators, and the primary ancient account of the process is the circa 
2nd-century BCE Letter of Aristeas. 

● Gained increasing importance within Jewish society as Hebrew was replaced with Aramaic as 
the language of daily use

● Is the version of the Hebrew Bible quoted by the New Testament authors
● Would have been the most familiar version of the Scriptures for Jesus and the apostles
● Philo of Alexandria, a 1st-century C.E. Hellenistic (Greek) Jew quotes almost exclusively 

from the Torah, but occasionally from “deuterocanonical” works such as Sirach and Wisdom

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koine_Greek
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexandria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Josephus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hellenistic_Judaism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Letter_of_Aristeas






Notes: 
The Prayer of 
Manasseh, 1 Esdras, 
3 Maccabees, and
Psalm 151 are 
considered canonical 
in the Orthodox 
Church.

The Song of the 
Three Young Men 
(an addition to 
Daniel) can be found 
in the BCP 1979 as 
Canticle 13, “A 
Song of Praise 
(Benedictus es, 
Domine).”

The Prayer of 
Manasseh can be 
found in the BCP 
1979 as Canticle 14, 
“A Song of 
Penitence (Kyrie 
Pantokrator).” 



Important Later Jewish Works
(not in the Septuagint)

Book of Enoch - influenced Gospels, quoted by Jude, is considered scripture in Ethiopian/Eritrean churches
● Book of Watchers (3rd century B.C.E.)
● Book of Parables (circa 100 B.C.E.)

Book of Jubilees (before 100 B.C.E.) - retells Genesis with additional details, referenced by many 2nd century 
Christians, considered canonical by the Ethiopian Orthodox Church as well as Beta Israel (Ethiopian Jews)

Psalms 152-155 - part of the Bible in Syriac Orthodox tradition
● Psalms 152 & 153 (c. 323–31 B.C.E.)
● Psalm 154  (1st century C.E.)
● Psalm 155 (pre-Christian) 

Assumption of Moses (1st century C.E.) - referenced in Jude, may have 
influenced accounts of the Transfiguration

2nd Baruch (c. 70-130 C.E.) - part of the Bible in Syriac Orthodox tradition





The Jewish Canon in New Testament Times
● Josephus (37-100 C.E.) refers to sacred scriptures divided into three parts, the five books of the Torah, thirteen 

books of the Nevi'im, and four other books of hymns and wisdom: 
"For we have not an innumerable multitude of books among us, disagreeing from and contradicting one another [as the 
Greeks have], but only twenty-two books, which contain all the records of all the past times; which are justly believed to be 
divine; and of them five belong to Moses, which contain his laws and the traditions of the origin of mankind till his death… 
the prophets, who were after Moses, wrote down what was done in their times in thirteen books. The remaining four books 
contain hymns to God, and precepts for the conduct of human life."

● Josephus’ canon includes 22 books, while the current Jewish canon has 24. He may have consolidated the books 
differently, or some books which would later be considered canonical by Jews may not have been yet in 
Jospehus’ time. 

● The first reference to a 24-book Jewish canon is found in 2nd Esdras, which was probably written in 90–96 C.E. 
(after the destruction of the Second Temple) or the second half of the third century.

● The hypothetical Council of Jamnia was once thought to have finalized the Jewish canon circa 90 C.E. This was 
believed from 1871 into the 1960s, but has since been discredited.

● Some books--in particular Ecclesiastes and the Song of Songs--continued to be debated throughout the 2nd 
century C.E.

● A Dead Sea Scroll (408 B.C.E. to 318 C.E.) that contains all or parts of 41 biblical psalms, although in a 
different order than in the current Book of Psalms and which includes eight texts not found in the Book of 
Psalms, suggests that the Book of Psalms had not yet been canonized.



The Earliest Christian Writings
50s: The Authentic Letters of Paul (including non-extant letters)
60s: Hebrews, James, the Pseudepigraphic Letters of Paul
70s-80s: Jude, Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke) & Acts of the Apostles
90s: Epistles of John, the Gospel of John, Revelation, 1st Clement
??: The Didache, Barnabas Early 2nd century: 2nd Peter, 2nd Clement



The Apostolic Fathers
● The Epistle to Diognetus (c. 130-200 C.E.)
● Letters attributed to Clement, Bishop of Rome

○ The First Epistle of Clement (c. 96 C.E.)
○ The Second Epistle of Clement 

(pseudepigraphic, c. 95-140 C.E.)
● The Didache (1st century C.E.)
● The Epistle of Barnabas (c. 70-130 C.E.)
● Seven epistles attributed to Ignatius of Antioch (c. 

108 or c. 130-150 C.E.)
○ the longer forms of these Epistles, and those 

beyond the seven, are widely considered 
later emendations and forgeries

● The Epistle of Polycarp (c. 108-165 C.E.)
● The Martyrdom of Polycarp (c. 155-177 C.E.)
● The Shepherd of Hermas (??)
● Fragments of the writings of Papias of Hierapolis, 

which have survived as quotations in later writers
● One short fragment of a writing by Quadratus, 

Bishop of Athens (this does not appear in most 
editions before c. 1980)



The Nag Hammadi Library
(discovered 1945, 3rd or 4th century C.E. manuscripts)

The Prayer of the Apostle Paul (c. 75-300 C.E.)
The Apocryphon of James (2nd century C.E.)
The Gospel of Truth (c. 140-180 C.E.)
The Treatise on the Resurrection (early 2nd century C.E.)
The Tripartite Tractate
The Apocryphon of John (before 180 C.E.)
The Gospel of Thomas (c. 60-140 C.E.)
The Gospel of Philip (3rd century C.E.)
The Hypostasis of the Archons (3rd century C.E.)
On the Origin of the World (late 3rd century C.E.)
The Exegesis on the Soul (1st-4th century C.E.)
The Book of Thomas the Contender
Holy Book of the Great Invisible Spirit named The Gospel of the Egyptians
Eugnostos the Blessed 
The Sophia of Jesus Christ (3rd-4th century C.E.)
The Dialogue of the Saviour (c. 150 C.E.)
The [Coptic] Apocalypse of Paul
The First Apocalypse of James (early 3rd century C.E.)
The Second Apocalypse of James (2nd century C.E.)
The Apocalypse of Adam (1st-2nd century C.E.)

The Acts of Peter and the Twelve Apostles (2nd-3rd century C.E.)
The Thunder, Perfect Mind (2nd-3rd century C.E.)
The Concept of Our Great Power (mid 4th century C.E.)
The Second Treatise of the Great Seth (3rd century C.E.)
Gnostic Apocalypse of Peter (2nd century C.E.)
The Teachings of Silvanus (c. 150 C.E.)
The Three Steles of Seth (3rd century C.E.)
Zostrianos (3rd century C.E.)
The Letter of Peter to Philip (late 2nd century C.E.()
Melchizedek 
The Thought of Norea (2nd century C.E.)
The Testimony of Truth
Marsanes (3rd century C.E.)
The Interpretation of Knowledge
A Valentinian Exposition, On the Anointing, On Baptism (A and 
B) and On the Eucharist (A and B) (2nd century C.E.)
Allogenes (3rd century C.E.)
Hypsiphrone
The Sentences of Sextus (1st century C.E.?)
Fragments
Trimorphic Protennoia



The Antilegomena
These Christian writings were of disputed status in the 
Early Church:
● Letter of James
● Letter of Jude
● 2nd Letter of Peter
● 2nd Letter of John
● 3rd Letter of John
● Revelation
● Gospel of the Hebrews

● Letter to the Hebrews
● Apocalypse of Peter
● Acts of Paul
● Shepherd of Hermas
● Epistle of Barnabas
● the Didache



The New Testament Canon in the Early Church Period
● Irenaeus (died c. 202) quotes and cites 21 books that would end up as part of the New 

Testament, but does not use Philemon, Hebrews, James, 2 Peter, 3 John and Jude
● By the early 3rd century Origen of Alexandria may have been using the same 27 books as 

in the modern New Testament, though there were still disputes over the canonicity of 
Hebrews, James, 2 Peter, 2 and 3 John, and Revelation

● While there was plenty of discussion in the Early Church over the New Testament canon, 
the "major" writings were accepted by almost all Christian authorities by the middle of the 
second century.

● The next two hundred years followed a similar process of continual discussion throughout 
the entire Church, and localized refinements of acceptance. This process was not yet 
complete at the time of the First Council of Nicaea in 325, though substantial progress had 
been made by then.

● In his Easter letter of 367, Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, gave a list of exactly the 
same books that would formally become the New Testament canon, and he used the word 
"canonized" (kanonizomena) in regard to them.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irenaeus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Origen_of_Alexandria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity_in_the_2nd_century#Heresies_and_the_Biblical_canon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Athanasius
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Testament


The Canon in the Conciliar Period
● The oldest extant copy of the Christian Bible, the 4th-century C.E. Codex Vaticanus, 

contains almost a full version of the Septuagint, lacking only 1–3 Maccabees.
● 1st Clement is listed as canonical in the Canon of the Apostles, a 4th-century Syrian text.
● Athanasius (367 C.E.), Cyril of Jerusalem (c. 350 C.E.) and Epiphanius of Salamis (c. 

385 C.E.) listed as canonical books the 22 books of the Hebrew Bible plus the Book of 
Baruch and the Epistle of Jeremy.

● The monk Rufinus of Aquileia (c. 400 C.E.) named as canonical books the books of the 
Hebrew Bible and the deuterocanonical books named as "Ecclesiastical" books.

● The first council that accepted an official Biblical canon was the Council of Rome, held 
by Damasus I (382). This canon was identical to the current Roman Catholic canon, 
including the deuterocanonical books (the Protestant “Apocrypha”). Damasus's 
commissioning of the Latin Vulgate edition of the Bible, c. 383, was instrumental in the 
fixation of the canon in the West.



The Canon in the Conciliar Period
● The Decretum Gelasianum which is a work written by an anonymous scholar between 519 

and 553 contains a list of books of Scripture presented as having been made Canonical by 
the Council of Rome (382 C.E.). This list mentions the Hebrew Bible plus the 
deuterocanonical books as a part of the Old Testament Canon.

● A second council was held at the Synod of Hippo (393) reaffirming the previous council 
list. 

● A brief summary of the acts was read at and accepted by the Councils of Carthage (397 
and 419). These councils took place under the authority of St. Augustine, who regarded 
the canon as already closed.

● Innocent I (405 C.E.) in a letter sent to the bishop of Toulouse cited as canonical books the 
books of the Hebrew Bible plus the deuterocanonical books as a part of the Old Testament 
Canon. 

● The last book to be accepted universally was the Book of Revelation, though with time all 
the Eastern Church also agreed. Thus, by the 5th century, both the Western and Eastern 
churches had come into agreement on the matter of the New Testament canon.



The Masoretic text
● the authoritative Hebrew and Aramaic text of the 24 books of 

Tanakh for Rabbinic Judaism.
● primarily copied, edited and distributed by a group of Jews 

known as the Masoretes between 7th and 10th centuries C.E.
● The discovery in 1946-1956 of the Dead Sea Scrolls 

(manuscripts dating from 408 B.C.E. to 318 C.E.) further 
challenged the theory that there was a closed Hebrew canon of 
Second Temple Judaism, since some of the Hebrew copies 
contained in the scrolls agree with the LXX against the MT:

"Up until recently it was assumed that ‘apocryphal’ additions 
found in the books of the LXX represented later augmentations in 
the Greek to the Hebrew texts. In connection with this, the 
Masoretic text (MT) established by the rabbis in the medieval 
period has been accepted as the faithful witness to the Hebrew 
Bible of the 1st century. Yet, this presupposition is now being 
challenged in light of the Dead Sea Scrolls." -- Michael Barber





Martin Luther and the Protestant Reformation
● The Reformers saw the deuterocanonical books as being at variance with their interpretation of the 

Scriptures, as they were used by the Catholic Church to to support the doctrine of Purgatory, for prayers 
and masses for the dead (2 Macc 12:43–45), and for the efficacy of good works in attaining salvation 
(Tobit 12:9; Sirach 7:33).

● Luther did remove the deuterocanonical books from the Old Testament of his translation of the Bible, 
placing them in the "Apocrypha, that are books which are not considered equal to the Holy Scriptures, but 
are useful and good to read.”

● Luther argued unsuccessfully for the relocation of Esther from the Canon to the Apocrypha, since without 
the deuterocanonical sections, it never mentions God.

● Luther considered Hebrews, James, Jude, and the Revelation to be "disputed books", which he included in 
his translation but placed separately at the end in his New Testament, published in 1522. This group of 
books begins with the book of Hebrews, and in its preface Luther states, "Up to this point we have had to 
do with the true and certain chief books of the New Testament. The four which follow have from ancient 
times had a different reputation."

● Martin Luther: “St. John's Gospel and his first Epistle, St. Paul's Epistles, especially those to the Romans, 
Galatians, Ephesians, and St. Peter's Epistle—these are the books which show to thee Christ, and teach 
everything that is necessary and blessed for thee to know, even if you were never to see or hear any other 
book of doctrine. Therefore, St. James' Epistle is a perfect straw-epistle compared with them, for it has in it 
nothing of an evangelic kind.”

● Also Martin Luther: “I think highly of the epistle of James, and regard it as valuable although it was 
rejected in early days. It does not expound human doctrines, but lays much emphasis on God's law. …I do 
not hold it to be of apostolic authorship.”



The Canon of Trent
The Council of Trent on April 8, 1546, approved 
the enforcement of the present Roman Catholic 
Bible Canon including the Deuterocanonical Books 
as an article of faith (the contents of the canon itself 
having already been reaffirmed unanimously), and 
the decision was confirmed by an anathema by 
vote.



The Articles of Religion





Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral
(U.S. House of Bishops, 1886; Lambeth Conference, 1888)

That, in the opinion of this Conference, the following Articles supply a basis on which approach may be by 
God's blessing made towards Home Reunion:

(a) The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, as "containing all things necessary to salvation," and as 
being the rule and ultimate standard of faith.

(b) The Apostles' Creed, as the Baptismal Symbol; and the Nicene Creed, as the sufficient statement of the 
Christian faith.

(c) The two Sacraments ordained by Christ Himself--Baptism and the Supper of the Lord--ministered with 
unfailing use of Christ's words of Institution, and of the elements ordained by Him.

(d) The Historic Episcopate, locally adapted in the methods of its administration to the varying needs of the 
nations and peoples called of God into the Unity of His Church.



The Revised Common Lectionary 
The Revised Common Lectionary, in use by most 
mainline Protestants, and by The Episcopal Church 
since 2006 (in trial use since 1992), lists readings from 
the deuterocanonical books in the liturgical calendar. In 
all places where a reading from the deuterocanonical 
books (The Apocrypha) is listed, an alternate reading 
from the protocanonical Scriptures is also provided.


