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Squids  
 

Squids have eight arms and two tentacles. The 

arms and tentacles are around the mouth. 

Squids have soft bodies.  
 

There are many different kinds of squids. 

Some are less than 1 inch long. Some are 

more than 50 feet long. 
  
 

 
Picture: Wikipedia/public domain 

 

 

Interesting Things About Squids 
 

Squids do not have bones. They have huge 

eyes. The brain is large.  

 

Squids can be many different colors. Some 

kinds can change color. Why do they do this? 

It might be to hide.  
 

The mouth has a sharp part. It’s called a beak. 

It is used to cut up food. The beak is very 

hard, but it is not bone.  
 

Squids use ink to get away from other 

animals. They shoot the ink into the water. It 

makes a dark cloud. Then, squids can swim 

away.  
 

Squids swim tail first. They take 

water into their bodies. Then, 

they push it out. This makes 

them move through the water.  

 

 

Where Do Squids Live? 
  

Squids live in all the seas. There are more 

than 300 kinds of squids.  

 

Squids eat fish. They also eat other squids. 

What eats squids? Fish, seals, sharks, whales, 

birds, and people. No squids are in danger of 

dying out.  
 

 

Different Kinds of Squids 
 

Longfin squids are in the Atlantic Ocean. 

They grow to about 1 foot long. They live 6 to 

8 months.  
 

 
Picture: NOAA 

 
 

Longfin squids are pink or orange. They have 

brown or purple spots. They can change color. 
 
 

Market squids are in the Pacific Ocean. They 

grow to be one foot long. They live about one 

year. They live in large groups.  

 Picture: NOAA 
 

Market squids are white and purple. They can 

change color. 
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Giant squids are not seen much. In the past, 

they were only found on beaches after they 

died. The map below shows where these 

squids were found. This tells us that giant 

squids live all over the world. 
 

 
Picture: NASA 

 

Giant squids have very big eyes. They can be 

10 inches across. This helps them see. The 

deep ocean where they live is very dark. 

Photo: AP/Tsunemi Kubodera, National   
Museum of Nature and Science of Japan 
 

In 2006, the giant squid above was seen 

coming out of the water. It grabbed a smaller 

squid that was on a fishing line. 
 

In 2012, a giant squid was filmed in the ocean 

near Japan. It was 9 feet long. How big do 

giant squids get? They might grow more than 

50 feet long.  
 

 

Antarctic squids are even harder to find than 

giant squids. They live in very cold water near 

the South Pole.  

 

The body of the Antarctic squid is larger than 

the giant squid. But the arms and tentacles are 

shorter.  

Photo: AP/New Zealand Fisheries 

 

The photo above is the largest Antarctic squid 

ever seen. It was about 1,000 pounds.  
 

Some smaller Antarctic squids have been seen 

in fishing nets.  
 

 

 

Information: Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife; National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s National Marine Fisheries Service; 
Associated Press; NASA 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 


