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WHERE ARE YOUR BINOCULARS POINTED? 
You Need Sight for the Pathway 

Text: Matthew 6:33; 7:13-14; 22:36-40; Hebrews 12:1-2 

Great Adventure Series (Part 2) 
 

Oh, the Places You’ll Go 
 
 There is a memorable scene in Alice in Wonderland, when the young girl Alice finds 
herself unsure of which way she should turn on the journey ahead. She decides to ask 
for direction from the mysterious Cheshire Cat: “Would you tell me, please, which way I 
ought to go from here?" Alice asks. "That depends a good deal on where you want to 
get to," said the Cat. "I don't much care where" replies Alice. To which the Cat rejoins, 
"Then it doesn't matter which way you go.”1 
 
There’s great truth in that statement, isn’t there? If you don’t particularly care where 
you wind up in life, then it’s probably fine to go through each day turning this way or 
that way. You can just let the pressures of the moment, or the flow of the crowd, or 
your inner anxieties or appetites direct you. If you aim at nothing, you are almost 
certain to hit it! 
 
But to get anywhere but lost in life you need a vision for where you want to go and 
how you hope to get there. You need “Sight for the Pathway.” Have got that? Do 
you have in your sights the destination you are aiming for in life? Where are your 
binoculars pointed? 
 
The world around us is always offering to be our Trip Advisor in this regard. Focus your 
sights on getting to upper RICHigan, where life is always sweet and stress-free, we’re 
told. Or make it your goal to get to FAMEsylvania, where even if the people there are a 
bit bloodshot or blood-sucking, everyone seems so fit and fab-looking! Or make it your 
aim to spend as much time as possible in THRILLinois and as little in BOREgon. 
 
By all means, the Travel Guide tells us, avoid the Great State of TAXES or, worse,  the 
State of New WORK. After all, the goal of life is to escape demands. Try to make your 
way to sunny POWERzona, where you’ll always be in-control and have things the way 
you want them. And if the journey gets difficult, make a side trip to MALLifornia or 
down to BOOZEiana or out to New SEXico. You’ll feel so much better. I ask again, 
where are your binoculars pointed? 
  

Which Way From Here? 
 
 Jesus’ first disciples were likely as confused about where to go as Alice was, and as 
many people are today. This may be why Jesus was as pointed as he was in giving 
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them directions. “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and 
broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But 
small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it. 
Watch out for false prophets” (Matt 7:13-15). You can easily be led astray. 
 
Focus your binoculars on one great destination in life, says Jesus: “Seek first the 
KINGDOM OF GOD and his righteousness” (Matt 6:33). What is this “kingdom” 
Jesus calls us to seek?   Simply put, it is the state of living in love with God and our 
neighbor (Matt 22:36-40). Everything Jesus modeled and taught was aimed at showing 
people how to move out of the state of self-focused, isolated individuality and into the 
kind of loving relationship with God and others that makes life truly full, abundant, and 
whole. To put it another way, the greatest goal of our lives is to pursue spiritual 
and relational health – life-giving intimacy with God and life-enhancing connection 
with others.  
 
Prior to coming to Christ Church, I pastored churches serving two of the wealthiest zip 
codes in America. The people there had the lifestyle many others in our world have set 
their binoculars on. They had riches, fame, thrills, power, booze, and entertainments 
out the wazoo. I could tell you some stories. But I discovered that many of these 
people did not have true abundance. They did not have the spiritual and relational 
health that is the great prize of the great adventure of human life. 
 
If we are ruthlessly honest with ourselves, many of us have to admit that we are still 
quite a distance away from the healthy life of this kingdom too. Some of us are not 
spiritually healthy. We may have done church for a lot of years.  Yet we still live too 
much on the strength of our own ingenuity and energy rather than on God’s.We are 
driven by pride, anger, anxiety fear, and a range of other destructive passions, rather 
than being filled with the fruit of the Spirit as we’d like to be (Galatians 5:22-23). We 
base our self-esteem on “false selves” – on what I do, or what I have, or how I look, or 
what others think of me, instead of on our status as beloved children of the King. 
 
And because our spirits are ill, some of are not as relationally healthy as we want 
to be either. Our deep insecurities and unbridled passions cause problems in our 
relationships with others. We repeat the unhealthy patterns we learned in our families 
of origin, and they learned from their parents before them. We avoid the truth-telling 
and deep listening that we and the people in our lives need to grow. We give ourselves 
to drink or distraction instead of to the precious people all around us.  
 
Let me be clear there is nothing inherently wrong with riches, fame, thrills, power, 
work, sports, wine, or entertainment. I can show you passages of Scripture that extoll 
the potential value of each of those gifts. But as soon as any of those things become 
the focus of our life… As soon as they distract or block us from cultivating the deep 
spiritual and relational health that IS life’s central purpose, then those other 
occupations become pavers in “the road that leads to destruction” (Matt 7:13).  
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Set Your Sight for the Pathway 

 
But this can all change for the better if we are willing to go on the Great Adventure with 
Christ. Going on that journey requires three things. FIRST, observe where you are. 
Make an honest assessment of your spiritual and relational health. If you are completely 
in love with God and living out of who he is… If you are filled with his love for the 
people around you…. If GOD and PEOPLE can tell that this is true, maybe you don’t 
have far to go. But if you think, “I am so off the track. I’ve got so far to go,” don’t be 
discouraged. As the great Jewish scholar, Abraham Heschel, reminds us:  “Only those 
who are lost will find the promised land.” 

 
SECONDLY, set your sights on where you want to wind up. Ask yourself: Is it 
more important to me wind up in one of those Popular States we talked about earlier 
OR is my ambition to enter into the life of the Kingdom of God -- to become as 
spiritually and relationally healthy as Jesus himself? Will spiritual and relational health 
be something I hope happens while I’m on the wide popular road, or will I point my 
lenses consistently at that destination?  
 
FINALLY, look to Jesus as your Guide. Next week, we’re going to examine what 
Jesus teaches us about developing amazing spiritual health – the kind that enables us 
to handle anything that comes our way in life. The week after that, we’re going to 
explore what Christ shows us about relational health and how to grow the very best 
relationships possible.  
 
 As you’ll see with the Adventure Guide we’ve given you today, there are some specific 
“Next Steps” you’ll want to take to move you forward. Changes will be required. 
Investments and sacrifice will need to be made. Never forget that the road to life in all 
of its fullness is a “narrow road,” said Jesus, especially in this world that is filled with 
so much unhealth. Not everyone finds the road. You have to give attention to staying 
on it.  There is mystery and unpredictability in this journey. But, as I said last week, if 
you fix your eyes on Jesus, he will take you someplace amazing. 
 
So, as we come to the Table today, hear the words of Hebrews 12, as they are 
rendered in The Message: Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both began and 
finished this race we’re in. Study how he did it. Because he never lost sight of 
where he was headed — that exhilarating finish in and with God. He could 
put up with anything along the way: Cross, shame, whatever. And now he’s 
there, in the place of honor, right alongside God. When you find yourselves 
flagging in your faith, go over that story – his Great Adventure -- again” (Heb 
12:2-3). 
 
                                                
1 Lewis Carroll, Alice in Wonderland, chapter 6. 


