
       

 

 

 

   

 

 

   

WHEN THE  
MORNING COMES: 

Living in the        
Light of Easter 

John 20:1-2, 11-18 

Getting Started Read and Reflect 

Read the Bible text listed above. 

How does the first Easter story begin (before Mary 
sees the stone)?  (John 20:1) 

Put yourself in Mary’s sandals…what might 
Mary have been feeling (see 20:11)? 

 

What do you know of Mary Magdalene’s life? 
How did Jesus impact Mary’s life?  How would 
Jesus’ death have impacted Mary (again, 
putting yourself in her shoes)? 

 

In the midst of her pain in the face of death, what did 
Mary ultimately learn?  When did Mary learn that 
Jesus lived?  Is this significant to you? 

 

Share with the group 
anything impactful for 
you in your Lenten 
journey this year. 

 

How has death 
touched your life in the 
past?  What was your 
main question or 
emotion during this 
time? 

 

  

 

Small Groups



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How has your experience of Easter changed over the years in your life?  What was most 
important or significant for you this year? 
 
 
Have you ever experienced Easter as a mix of pain and at the same time overwhelming 
hope?  How so? 
 
 
Have you ever had a Mary moment…when God said your name and you were drawn 
to him in a powerful way?  If comfortable, share with the group this story. 
 
 
  
Have one person close your group with the following prayer (which closed this year’s 
Easter service): 
 

Lord Jesus, you are the answer to our deepest needs. Your life and teaching give 
us a vision of the purpose and potential of our own life. Your death on the cross 
makes it possible for us to be forgiven and reconciled with God. Your resurrection 
from the grave, shows us that we never need fear the nightfall, for this life is only 
just the beginning. If that’s not a reason to sing Hallelujah, we don’t know what is. 
So help us to sing your praises with the whole of our life as we walk with you from 
here. Amen.  

Engage and Discuss

Next Steps 
 

• Reflect on the hope provided through our risen Christ.  How can this hope 
impact your life and faith journey in tangible ways. 
 

• The Bible says Christ lives in those who receive him as Savior and Lord.  This 
makes you an agent of hope.  Who is one person already in your life who needs 
to experience the hope of Christ?  How can you be God’s agent of hope to this 
person? 
 

• Write your own prayer to God expressing your thoughts, feelings, and 
commitment to God.  Pray this prayer each day in the week to come. 


