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Sleeping Giants 
Awakening To The Power Of Pentecost 

Acts 1:4-8, Acts 2:1-4 
 
 

Luke 24:48-49 
48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; 
but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 
 
Acts 1:4-8 
4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave 
Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For 
John baptized with[a] water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” 
7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 
Acts 2:1-4 
1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like 
the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were 
sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of 
them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the 
Spirit enabled them. 
 
A Sunday School teacher taught her class to recite the Apostles Creed by giving each child one 
phrase to learn. 
When the day came for the class to give their recitation, they began beautifully. 
“I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,” said the first child. 
“I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,” said the next. And so it went perfectly 
until they came to the child who said, “He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty: from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.” At that point an 
embarrassed silence fell. The next line was to be, “I believe in the Holy Spirit . . .” but there was 
only silence. Finally, a little girl spoke up and said,“Uh, the little boy who believes in the Holy 
Spirit is absent today.” 
 
We as the church celebrate and remember the birth of Christ at Christmas, The death on the 
cross on Good Friday, And His resurrection on Easter Sunday. And rightfully so – these are the 
most significant events in the history of the world! 
But we so seldom celebrate Pentecost for what it really is: Pentecost as recorded in Acts 2 is the 
Birthday of the Church of Jesus Christ!  Jesus’ birth, death, and resurrection all made possible the 
birth of His church! 
 
The early believers, with little training, little education, no seminaries, no libraries of Christian 
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books and study resources did in fact turn the world upside down (or right side up) in the very 
short time of 2 decades. 
Yes in less than 20 years, a small group of believers, far smaller than the group gathered here 
now, rocked and impacted the Roman Empire and the known world - without church growth 
seminars, Bibles, buildings, busses, or budgets. No management courses, media consultants or 
high tech presentations. Nope, no television, radio, live streaming broadcasts or websites. No 
Printing presses, emails, Facebook, or PowerPoint and yet they reversed the course of human 
history for good - with only 1 thing - the person of the powerful Holy Spirit, and a simple mission - 
get the Word out - Jesus loves you. 
 
How is that possible? What did they have or know that enabled them to do this? So who were 
these disciples, what were their credentials – what was so ‘special’ about them? 
 
The Twelve, more often than not, didn't get it. They lacked understanding and were very slow 
learners “How can you be so dull?” They had little faith and lots of doubts. They fought with one 
another over who was the greatest. They lacked loyalty when He needed them the most (Peter, 
James, and John), and asked them to stay awake and keep watch for him, they fell asleep.  Judas 
betrayed him. Peter denied him. All of them ran off and deserted him. 
 
So this should really, really encourage us today - Based on the above - we know we too qualify to 
be world changers. 
You see, so many of us who a Christ followers ‘look the part so well’ and ‘sound like Christians’ 
but are woefully powerless in making anything of eternal significance happen. What were your 
expectations when you became a Christ follower? 
 
What did you think it was all about? Did you expect your life, your marriage, your finances, your 
emotional well being to get better and be improved some how? Has God been what you expected 
Him to be? Has He surprised you at times - has He seemed to throw you a curve ball when you 
were looking for a fastball? Has He left you wondering sometimes by His seeming 
unpredictability? Are you left puzzled when some prayers are answered and others, of equal 
importance to you, are left unanswered? 
 
Well lets look a little closer at our text today to try to imagine what an incredible roller coaster 
ride the first believers in Jesus were going through - by His design. 
 
From the elation of Palm Sunday where they thought their King was being Crowned, to the 
unimaginable torment of the crucifixion.  Then they see Him raised from the dead – alive again – 
and they are certain He was going to liberate Israel from Roman domination and be the king – 
with them being promoted to high positions in His regime.  He tells them not to expect that but to 
plan to be His emissaries to carry the gospel not just throughout Israel, but also throughout the 
entire world.  I think they could somewhat grasp that directive because they figured they had 
Jesus there with them to lead them. 
 
But He just tells them to wait in Jerusalem for the gift of the Holy Spirit (which they had no idea 
what that really meant) and then one day He just disappeared into the sky unexpectedly - they 
HAD NO IDEA WHAT TO EXPECT NEXT… AND YET THEY JUST PRAYED TOGETHER AND WAITED 
FOR THE NEXT THING. What an emotional and spiritual roller coaster from Palm Sunday to 
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Pentecost. 
 
“He (Jesus) wanted His disciples to be people who could wait for God, who would allow God to 
work through them, not people who would work for God on their own schedule and priorities” 
(John Lloyd Ogilvie) (1) 
 
Who could have ever expected this small band of poor commoners with little education, no 
political clout, no major benefactors to in 20 short years (by ACTS 17) to have their enemies 
admitting that the had ‘turned the world upside down”?  Jesus did!  And then by 300 AD 
Christianity had become the religion of the entire Roman Empire. 
 
I THINK MANY OF US ARE DEEPLY SCARED TO REALLY LET GO AND LET GOD LEAD US. 
WE ARE AFRAID OF WHERE HE MIGHT TAKE US 
SO WE POLITELY SAY “THANKS, BUT NO THANKS” GOD - 
I’M JUST FINE AND SETTLING IN MY ROUTINE - 
I’M GOOD - I’VE GOT MY CHURCH, MY ROUTINES, EVERY MY FAVORITE PEW EVERY SUNDAY 
AND WE REPEL HIS NUDGING, URGING, LEADING. I’VE BEEN THERE! 
 
BUT WE ARE NEVER GOING TO CHANGE THE WORLD WITH GOD’S POWER IF OUR FEET ARE 
FIRMLY STUCK IN THE MUD. IF THE SPIRIT IS A RIVER OF LIVING WATER THAT FLOWS IN THE 
EXACT DIRECTION OF GOD’S WILL 
THEN MOST OF US, AND AT TIMES - ALL OF US ARE MUCH MORE COMFORTABLE JUST 
LOOKING AT THE NICE FLOWING RIVER SOMETIMES WE EVEN DARE TO DIP OUR TOE IN THE 
WATER - BUT WE STAY IN CONTROL 
WE MAY EVEN DARE TO GET IN THE WATER - UP TO OUR KNEES, OR OUR WAIST 
BUT OUR FEET ARE FIRMLY FIXED IN THE MUD LEST WE BE MOVED BY THE CURRENT 
JESUS BECKONS US TO MOVE FURTHER INTO THE RIVER’S FLOW TO THE POINT 
WHERE WE ARE BEING MOVED AND DIRECTED BY THE CURRENT OF THE WATER 
 
Those who are LED by the Spirit are the Sons/Daughters of God. 

There are two birds that fly over our nation’s deserts: One is the hummingbird and the other is 
the vulture. The vultures find the rotting meat of the desert, because that is what they look for. 
They thrive on that diet. But hummingbirds ignore the smelly flesh of dead animals.  Instead, they 
look for the colorful blossoms of desert plants. The vultures live on what was. They live on the 
past. They fill themselves with what is dead and gone.  

But hummingbirds live on what is. They seek new life. They fill themselves with freshness and life. 
Each bird finds what it is looking for.  We have the opportunity to be filled with all the goodness, 
grace, love, and power of God’s own Spirit.  

 
The first century believers, against all odds, changed the course of human history by letting God 
empower and lead them every step of the way. 
 
I fear that Christ followers today, don’t really believe we can change our world.   
 
We have conceded defeat to moral decay, atheistic philosophy, the inevitability of failed marriages 
and broken homes. 
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We see our children that are out of control, out of reach, out of touch. It’s just the way it’s going 
to be… we have defaulting into a posture that says, things are so messed up; we can never get 
them right. 
 
 "We will move this world not by criticism of it, nor conformity to it, but by combustion within it of 
lives ignited by the Spirit of God”   
(Vance Havner) (2) 
 
It’s time for us to stand up and take our place in our generation - To do more than sit back and 
play defense. 
It is time for us - the church - the ambassadors of the King of Kings to take back everything that 
has been lost. 
Everyone who has been duped or deceived needs to hear the pure truth of the Gospel. This is a 
battle we must fight; this is a fight we must win. We, the body of Christ, filled with His powerful 
Spirit are the hope for this city. We are the hope for this land - this nation. We are the hope for 
the world my friends. This world doesn’t need wacky religion – people need real life altering love 
If we are going to go the distance, and finish the race marked out for us in our generation, we 
are going to have to make sure that our spiritual, emotional, and physical tanks stay topped off. 
 
The great news of Pentecost is: You don’t have to be a spiritual superstar for God to use you. 
You don’t have to great talents of gifts - God will supply all that. You don’t have to have lots of 
experience - He will make up for that . You don’t need advanced degrees - just a willing heart. 
 
The Holy Spirit is said in Scripture to be: In us - transforming our inner self into Christ’s image. 
With us - our constant companion, guide, counselor. Upon us – empowering us and touching 
others through us. 
 
John Lloyd Ogilvie helps us understand the kind of power the Holy Spirit imparts to the believer 
in his book “Drumbeat of Love”: (3) 
 
4 Kinds of Power Given By The Spirit:  
 

• Intellectual Power - they would have wisdom and knowledge infused in them 
• Spiritual Power - they would have great faith and do impossible things as miracles of the 

Spirit 
• Emotional Power - they would have deep love for one another and people in the world 
• Physical Power - they would be given strength and endurance beyond their human 

potential and capacity 
 
I'm here today not to tell you what you don't have but to encourage you and remind you of what 
you do have. 
We don't have to try hard to get the Holy Spirit. If someone has told you that they have 
misinformed you 
We don't have to earn the right to have the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is a gift plain and simple. 
Congratulations you've already got it you have everything you need. 
 
The real question is:  Does the Holy Spirit really have all of you?  
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The late Bill Bright used to tell this story. During the Depression, a field known as Yates Pool, was 
a sheep ranch owned by a man named Yates. Mr. Yates wasn’t able to make enough on his 
ranching operation to pay the principal and interest on the mortgage, so he was in danger of 
losing his ranch. With little money for clothes or food, his family (like many others) had to live on 
government subsidy. Day after day, as he grazed his sheep over those rolling West Texas hills, he 
was no doubt greatly troubled about how he would pay his bills. Then a seismographic crew from 
an oil company came into the area and told him there might be oil on his land. They asked 
permission to drill a wildcat well, and he signed a lease contract. 
At 1,115 feet they struck a huge oil reserve. The first well came in at 80,000 barrels a day. Many 
subsequent wells were more than twice as large. In fact, 30 years after the discovery, a 
government test of one of the wells showed it still had the potential flow of 125,000 barrels of oil 
a day. And Mr. Yates owned it all. The day he purchased the land he had received the oil and 
mineral rights. Yet, he’d been living on relief. He was a multimillionaire living in poverty. The 
problem was that he didn’t know the oil was there, even though he owned it.  (4) 
 
Are we yielding to and drawing upon the immense resource of His power in our everyday lives? Or 
are we living like spiritual paupers? 
 
God’s Spirit coming did NOT perfect their character immediately but it did make them powerful 
and capable people. God’s power is in fact most manifest in people who don't pridefully think they 
are better than others. So. God empowers and uses people who know for sure that they are not 
perfect. So perfection is not a prerequisite for power... But purity and pliability are. 
 
Something profound happened to this group of people at Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came 
upon them. 
Fear turned to Fortitude. Failures converted to Fruitfulness Foul ups replaced by Follow through. 
Feebleness transformed to Forceful Effectiveness. Courageous Confidence replaced cowardice 
 
He works THROUGH US WHILE HE CONTINUES TO WORK IN AND ON US. Spiritual giftedness 
should never been equated with piety in our own minds.  God’s enablement does not make us 
God. It is God working through a yielded vessel to His own glory. GOD, IN HIS INFINITE WISDOM 
SOVEREIGNLY DECIDED TO USE REGULAR PEOPLE LIKE ME TO CHANGE THE WORLD. 
 
It is God’s express will to change the world today through the likes of you and me. Take those 
empowering words into your lungs.  Inhale them. Ingest them. Stop disqualifying yourself in your 
own mind and heart. Don't take yourself out of the game or out of the starting lineup. God has 
you in his starting lineup. 
 
Maybe no one has ever really believed in you or given you the chance... But God does. 
Maybe no one really trusts you with important responsibility…but God does. 
Maybe you have been overlooked while others have been promoted - God has promoted you to 
the rank of ‘world changer’ 
He specializes in using people the world or culture rejects. He uses the weak to shame the strong. 
 
God hasn't given up on you, your marriage, your family, your community and God hasn't given up 
on this country 
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The Holy Spirit is a gift from God. You can't buy it or earn it or deserve it. You can simply do the 
things Jesus taught to prepare yourself to receive Him. 
 
How has Christianity grown from such humble beginnings to be the world force it is today? 
 
Christ did keep His promise, not to leave His friends as orphans. He did come to them in a way 
they weren’t expecting, a way they weren't ready for, and a way they couldn’t have predicted. 
A way they didn’t want to resist or reject - He came with power. With wonder.  With supernatural 
(and what else could God be BUT super natural) evidences. 
 
We have good reason to have a dim view of so many phony gods and false manifestations in our 
day. In fact Jesus warned us to watch out for them. BUT we have NO reason to peg God into only 
one way of doing things. 
 
We need to take care not to knowingly or unwittingly reject or resist God when He actually does 
show up to reveal Himself to us. We must be even more careful not to erase Gods vital, palpable 
presence and Person right out of our Theology and belief system. Oh we would never say we are 
doing that.  But we do it all the time. When someone's experience with God differs from what we 
believe and accept as orthodox, we immediately hit the reject button. 
 
But what are we really so afraid of?  God being too real?  I fear this is so way too often. God is 
not bound to being or doing things we consider acceptable. What would happen if God showed up 
here in an obvious manifestation? 
If the wind and fire showed up here what would we do? Call maintenance to turn down the AC, 
which has gone awry? 
Call the fire department to put out the fire? Or might we just marvel in awesome wonder at the 
beauty of it all. And as we began to feel the warmth and irresistible joy of His manifest Presence, 
might we just fall to our knees in reverent worship? Or stand in awe with our hands lifted high in 
total surrender and yielding? 
 
Pentecost is how God chose to birth His church and send her forth with enough wind in her sails 
to be propelling us even to this day. Here and now the wind of the Spirit continues to blow. He 
moves all those whose sails are aimed the right direction straight down the middle of God’s will 
and purpose for them. 
 
He poured out fire, confidence, boldness, energy, strength, spiritual gifts and empowerment. If 
you need that fire and new wind in your sails today, He is here. The power of the first Christian 
Pentecost is just as strong here as we gather, as it was that day when they gathered. God always 
supplies the energy and empowerment for godly living. For Gospel witness and proclamation, for 
world changing ministry. Helping the poor the needy, the destitute, the broken, the lost and 
lonely. 
 
God NEVER empowers the sinful nature or cravings and lusts of the lower old nature. Those sins 
He will never endorse or empower.  
 
Are we going to hide our heads in the sand or hold out the message of hope in a real God?  
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Ignore His promptings, or be ignited by them. Cower in fear, or go out with conquering faith? Run 
and hide in the church building, or run with perseverance the race He has marked out for us in 
this time and generation?  Will we muddle along in mediocrity, or march ahead in marvelous 
effectiveness? 
 
“If the world has not approached its end, it has reached a major watershed in history, equal in 
history to the turn from the Middle Ages to the Renaissance. It will demand from us a spiritual 
blaze… No one on earth has any other way left, but upward” 
(Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn) (5) 
 
Will we just keep on doing what Christians do, or will we start following Jesus in what He is 
actually doing today? 
The funny thing is that we don’t need God’s power to do our will, but we absolutely must have it 
to do His will. When we pray the Lord’s Prayer together each week in church we affirm what we 
believe. What we need to do is add to that  ‘Thy will be done in me and through me this week 
with your power – to Your glory”! 
 
So what are we trying to communicate to the world around us?  Peter’s message was simple and 
straightforward. 
 
Acts 2:21 
“Everyone who calls on the Name of the Lord, will be saved” 
 
Acts 2:21 says “Everyone who calls upon the Name of the Lord, will be saved”, and verse 37 says 
“Turn to God, be baptized, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” 
 
Mourning was turned to dancing. 
 
What message are we, as the communicators of Christ’s message, communicating to the world 
we live in? 
 
What are they hearing?  Are we getting the whole message out through the FOG? Christ 
Defeated… or Christ Defeated Sin? 
God hates sin?  or God hates sin, but LOVES sinners! Church life is a boring obligation - for guilty 
feeling people with low self esteem?  OR Life in Christ has made me feel more alive than I ever 
did before! Come to Christ and He will make you feel even worse about yourself than you already 
feel? OR In Christ I have found peace, forgiveness, reconciliation and newfound joy. 
 
We need God’s empowerment and assistance to be able to bridge the ever widening 
communication gap between us evangelical followers of Christ and the world around us who all so 
desperately want and need the kind of love and life Jesus offers us. 
 
Our whole demeanor and life communicates volumes to the parched hearts, lives and souls we 
live amongst. 
 
We must be communicating loud and clear- 
There is hope 
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There is help 
There is happiness 
There is a cure for what ails your heart and soul 
There is One who can mend your broken heart and broken life 
There is Someone who loves you through and through with a love so pure 
It will set you free to be who you were created to be, meant to be, designed to be.  
 
An old Irish proverb I really love says "Blessed is the person who has nothing to say, and cannot 
be persuaded to say it." 
 
One Sunday as they drove home from church, a little girl turned to her mother and said, 
"Mommy, there’s something about the preacher’s message this morning that I don’t understand." 
The mother said, "Oh? What is it?" The little girl replied, "Well, he said that God is bigger than we 
are. He said God is so big that He could hold the world in His hand. Is that true?" 
The mother replied, "Yes, that’s true, honey." "But Mommy, he also said that God comes to live 
inside of us when we believe in Jesus as our Savior. Is that true, too?" Again, the mother assured 
the little girl that what the pastor had said was true. With a puzzled look on her face the little girl 
then asked, "If God is bigger than us and He lives in us, wouldn’t He show through?" 
 
Jesus said that when the Holy Spirit comes upon us we would be effective communicators for 
Him. 
He didn’t say you will ‘try hard to be witnesses”, He said you WILL be my witnesses! He will show 
through if we but yield to Him and let Him! 
 
"According to Bill Farmer's newspaper column, J. Upton Dickson was a fun-loving fellow who said 
he was writing a book entitled Cower Power. He also founded a group of submissive people. It 
was called DOORMATS. That stands for "Dependent Organization of Really Meek And Timid Souls 
-- if there are no objections." Their motto was: "The meek shall inherit the earth -- if that's okay 
with everybody." Their symbol was the yellow traffic light.(7) 

Isn’t that us - we’re not sure - so we just DON’T do anything. However the best definition of the 
meekness I have heard is being strong enough to be gentle. The power of the Holy Spirit will take 
you all the way through life in this world 
and propel you all the way to Heaven! 
 
As a Christ follower - one who has opened your life and heart to the Savior and Lord - you HAVE 
THE SPIRIT OF GOD IN YOU.  But - does HE have you? Do you yield to your base emotions, 
passions, and drives OR do you yield to the higher drives and desires of His indwelling presence? 
To be FILLED with Him means we need to get out of the way. 
 
IF WE ARE GOING TO CHANGE THE WORLD AND BE IMPACTFUL CHRISTIANS IN OUR 
GENERATION WE MUST FIRST let God fully impact us from the inside out. That’s what Peter 
James and John had going for them - they had been made clean by the Word Jesus had spoken 
to them They humbly acknowledged their need of His help, His grace and His power to save, 
transform them. We must get to the place where we humbly expect God to come through for us - 
when we need it. God does not set us up for failure - This is not a game to God - real lives of real 
people he loves dearly are in need and at stake. 
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If we WANT PURE POWER TO FLOW THROUGH us, we NEED TO BE A PURE VESSEL. 
 
If we WANT TO BE TRULY LED BY THE SPIRIT, we NEED TO GIVE HIM THE REINS, the 
STEERING WHEEL of our life. IT CAN BE VERY UNNERVING AND SCARY TO LET SOMEONE ELSE 
TAKE THE ACTUAL HELM 
OF YOUR LIFE - like RIDING ON THE BACK OF A MOTORCYCLE with someone else driving it– but 
God’s Spirit knows exactly what He is doing all the time. 
 
World changing ministry empowered by God starts right where you are now. Right where you live. 
It starts with your children, your family, your friends & neighbors. 
 
"A ship in port is safe, but this is not what ships are built for." - Grace Hopper (8) 
 
It is TIME for us sleeping giants to awaken 
It is our time to arise 
To take our place 
To hold our ground  
To take back lost strongholds 
To advance the kingdom 
To hand off the world in better shape than it was when we took charge of it 
To be able to say, in the end, that we did our level best 
To have been wholeheartedly committed to the yet unfinished task 
The ultimate fulfillment of the Great Commission of Jesus Christ 
It is not too late to turn it all around 
It is not too late to turn up the flame 
It is never too late to give room for God to work mightily 
To pool our talents, gifts, abilities, gifts, and resources 
To focus them all with laser precision 
The church has yet to reach its full potential in this great land. 
We must stand together and with one voice proclaim, “Everyone who calls on the Name of the 
Lord, will be saved”! 
 
 
Footnotes: 
 
(1) John Lloyd Ogilvie, “Drumbeat of Love”  p.15 
(2) Vance Havner, quoted in “CrossQuotes” 
(3) Ogilvie,  p. 17 
(4) Bill Bright, “How To Be Filled With The Spirit” 
(5) Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, “Solzhenitsyn At Harvard”, edited by Ronald Berman   
(6) Charles Swindoll, “The Quest For Character” 
(7) Grace Hopper, as quoted in “Grace Hopper: The Youthful Teacher of Us All” 


