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OPEN DOORS 
Waiting and Longing for the Coming of God 

Text: Advent Lessons 

Open Door Series (Introduction) 
 

I 
 
If you had to boil down to a single phrase the meaning of Advent, it would simply be 
this: “He’s Coming.” The Latin word, Adventus, literally means “coming” or “arrival.” 
The season of Advent we enter today is a month when we – as followers of Jesus are 
especially focused on waiting and longing for the coming of God. 
 
Now, if you’ve ever waited for the arrival of anyone important, then you understand 
how difficult that waiting can be. You’re waiting for that delivery man to show up, and 
you just keep peeking out the window, but he hasn’t come yet. You’re waiting for that 
friend or family member you haven’t seen in too long to finally arrive, and it seems like 
its taking forever. You’re waiting for that special girl or guy to come to the door, and 
the suspense is killing you. You’re waiting for the doctor to enter the room with the 
results of the tests, and you’re biting your nails off. You’re waiting for Santa to come, 
but the door to the room where the presents might be is closed and locked.  
 
Do you know what I mean? Have you experienced waiting and longing like this? 
Well, this is sort of what it’s like to wait for God, and some of us are feeling it. 

 Some of enter the Christmas season wishing we felt more of God. We actually long 
to find some of that peace and wonder we hear this season is supposed to be all 
about. But December just seems so jammed with noise and stuff and activity that 
we don’t have a clue how to find that peace and wonder. We can’t even see where 
there might be a door to those kinds of gifts. 

 There are also those of us who enter this month with a relationship in crisis. We’re 
cut off from somebody with whom we used to be connected. We know it shouldn’t 
be this way. It hurts that it is, especially in this season of family and harmony.  We 
just don’t know how to make it better. “God, can you do anything about this?” we 
cry out. But the door seems shut and locked. 

 And then there are all those people who aren’t hearing what I am saying today, 
because they are not here to hear me say it. Some of them are very tired of trying 
to live life on their own. Maybe they even name that yearning as a waiting for God 
or a longing to be a part of his family. But they’ve never found a church whose 
threshold they felt they could safely or comfortably cross. The doors seem closed to 
people like them.  
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 Some of us right here are desperate for God’s coming. Our lives feel like a mess. We 
don’t know where to start to address all the issues in this wrecked room we’re living 
in. We’d give almost anything to hear God rapping on the door, ready to come in 
and renovate what we don’t have the power to fix, or to lead us out to a better 
place. But the door seems silent. 

 
I am here today to proclaim good news of great joy which shall be for all the people. 
The time of waiting is over. He’s coming. God in Christ is coming to you this Advent. He 
has crossed a vast distance to find you. He has come bearing gifts of peace and wonder 
for you. He has plans to renew relationships and to bring others to himself through you. 
God can fill you up, and renovate your rooms, and lead you into even greater spaces.  
 
But, like a certain infamous innkeeper long ago, there is something YOU must do to 
experience these blessings. When God knocks, you must OPEN some DOORS. As if it 
were the UPS man, or a long-lost friend, or the love of your life, or Santa Claus, you’ve 
got to turn some handles and swing some doors open. For “Behold,” said Jesus. “I 
stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I 
will come in” (Rev 3:20).  
 
That’s what we’re going to explore together in all our services this Advent season. We 
are going to consider how to OPEN DOORS…  
 to peace and wonder (Dec 8/9) 
 to closed relationships (Dec 15/16) 
 to people who need God (Dec 22/23) 
 to God himself (Dec 24)  
 to the future Christ makes possible (Dec 29/30).  

 
Today, however, let’s start by listen to the ancient story of the people to whom God 
first came. Let’s learn how doors began to get closed between God and people. And 
let’s marvel together at how God acted to open the door of life again.   
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