
   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

Small Groups 

NEVERTHELESS 

“Loving People 

Extravagantly” 

Matthew 5:38-48;           

Luke 6:32-36; John 15:9-17 

 

Getting Started Read and Reflect 

Read aloud each Bible passage above. 

List the characteristic of love you hear in these verses. 

 

 

 

Take a shot at summarizing in your own words the 

Matthew/Luke passage and then the John passage. 

 

What is our motivation to love others…even those who 

are hard to love? 

 

According to these verses, is love an option, 

obligation, or command?  Explain. 

 

What is the greatest 

story of love you have 

heard or witnesses? 

 

Why do you think love is 

one of our deepest 

longings and often one 

of the hardest things to 

express in life? 



 

 

 

Next Steps 
Which of the following could you do this week to express a more "extravagant love"? 

 Pray for God's good to be done in the life of someone who has hurt me 

 Do something kind for someone who has been unkind to me 

 Make a sacrifice to free up resources I can give to someone else 

 Reach out to someone from whom I am estranged 

 Serve someone who I feel ought to be serving me 

 Stop in my hurrying to show interest in or extend help to an other 

 Apologize and ask forgiveness for where I have done wrong 

 Greet a stranger and express real interest in his/her story 

Report back to your group in how it goes expressing extravagant love. 

How do you react to this quote from the sermon? 

Jesus, it is not enough to refrain from doing evil when someone does you dirty; if you 

would be my disciple, then go out of your way, sacrifice if need be, to do good to 

them, “nevertheless.” 

 

Can you think of everyday examples that this would apply in your life (home, work, 

neighborhood, traveling…)? 

Do you think Jesus is upgrading the common law (You have heard it said--Mt 5:38-48) or 

introducing something new?  Explain. 

 

Reciprocity toward others vs. Response toward God (Nevertheless) 

We are called to transform the way we think (Romans 12:2) when it comes to loving 

others.  How would you have to adjust to move from, “How should I treat this person 

given what they did to me?” to, “How would Christ treat this person?  How has Christ 

treated me?” 

Are you currently facing an opportunity to express extravagant love, loving like Jesus, in your 

life?  If comfortable, share the situation and how you are feeling led to respond. 

 

Engage and Discuss 


