
       

 

 

 

   

 

 

   

MY NAME IS MUD 

How could God use 
a mess like me? 

 

Matthew 26:31-35; 69-75 

Getting Started Read and Reflect 

Read the Bible text listed above. 

In the first passage, what is Peter’s reaction to Jesus’ 
prediction? What does this reveal about how Peter 
feels about Jesus? What does it tell you about who 
Peter is? 

In the second passage, what does Peter do? What is 
Peter’s reaction? What does this tell you about who 
Peter is? 

Why do you think that Peter’s original intentions and 
his actions changed so quickly? What were the 
circumstances surrounding this change? 

Do you have any personal revelations about these 
two passages? Do you have any lingering questions? 

 

Have you ever told 
someone that you 
would do something 
and then failed to do 
it?  

If you are comfortable, 
please share your story 
with the group. 
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The story of Peter this week is one of good intentions and failure to follow through. In our 
world, this inconsistency between desire and actions is quite prevalent. Why do you think 
we so often fail to do what we think we should? 
 
Pastor Meyer says, “There's something about failure that's pretty hard to face up to at 
times. Some of us will twist things around almost any way we can to avoid seeing the 
truth. And what a shame that is; because when we avoid responsibility for our failure to 
live up to the promises we've made, we not only hurt someone else but almost always 
cheat ourselves.” Why is it so important for others and ourselves that we own our 
responsibilities? 
 
Pastor Meyer also says that “God meets us in the mud.” What does he mean by this? 
Have you ever experienced that yourself? In a moment of failure, you find that God is 
right there to pick you up? What does this reveal about God? 
 
What does Peter do after discovering that he has failed Jesus? Not just right away, but 
later? Who does he become in the history of the church? What does this tell us about 
how God can use people who fail? 
 

Engage and Discuss 

Next Steps 
Spend some time this week considering if you have any areas where you have failed 
that you would now like to let God use to shape you anew.  

• Is there a vice you know that you should abandon?  
• Is there a past sin that's been a secret burden to you but you've never 

confessed?  
• Is there some important task you've despaired of ever completing? 
• Is there a troubled relationship you've run away from? Is there some part of your 

Christian witness you've neglected for years?  
• Is there a parent or child you've let down and need to return to? 
• Is it something else entirely? 

Then pray: Great God of Redemption: Open my eyes to the truth which has been a 
source of courage to your people through the ages -- that I have indeed been given 
the treasure of life in an earthen vessel to show that the all-surpassing power for victory 
is of you and not of me. Mold and make me to be in every way just a bit more like 
Jesus today. For I pray these things in his name. Amen. 


