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I WILL GO THERE 
Following Jesus for Life 

Text: Matthew 4:18-25; John 10:10 

The Great Adventure (Part 1) 
 

Part of Us Longs for a Greater Journey 
 
In his wonderful book, The Island of Lost Maps, Miles Harvey shares a feeling many of 
us can probably understand:  In my thirties, “I spent a great deal of time at the Kopi, a 
self-proclaimed 'travelers café' whose walls were adorned with masks from Bali and 
shelves were filled with Lonely Planet guides to far-flung destinations. I was then the 
literary critic for Outside magazine, a great job but one that was beginning to wear on 
my patience.  
 
“The books I read were about people who climbed Himalayan peaks or rode bicycles 
through Africa or sailed wooden boats across the Atlantic or trekked into restricted 
areas of China. These tales of adventure filled my days and my imagination, yet my 
own life was anything but adventurous... The interior of the Kopi was ringed by clocks, 
each one showing the time in some distant locale, and as I watched the weeks tick 
away in Timbuktu and Juneau and Goa and Denpasar... I began to long for an 
adventure of my own... What I wanted was a quest, a goal, a riddle to solve, a 
destination.  
  
“My craving, I believe, was not unlike the one Joseph Conrad described in Heart of 
Darkness.” Conrad writes: “When I was a little chap I had a passion for maps. I would 
look for hours at South America, or Africa, or Australia, and lose myself in all the glories 
of exploration. At that time there were many blank spaces on the earth, and when I 
saw one that looked particularly inviting on a map I would put my finger on it and say, 
"When I grow up I will go there." 
 
Can you identify with any of these sentiments? Are you at all impatient with or weary of 
your present place in life?  Are you content with where your life is heading? Is there 
any part of you that might like to get up and go off on an adventure that might leave 
your life qualitatively better than it is today?  

 
We Are Not the First to Feel This Longing 

 
There have been those for whom the answer to such questions was “YES!” Listen to 
this story, will you?  
 
 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon 
called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, 
for they were fishermen. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you 
fishers of men.” At once they left their nets and followed him. Going on from 
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there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother 
John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. 
Jesus called them, and immediately they left the boat and their father and 
followed him.  
 
When I read these words I am always struck by the immediacy of the response of those 
who followed Jesus. Jesus says, “Follow me,” and all these hardnosed working people 
suddenly drop their tools, or get out of their vehicles, or leave their associates and go 
following after Jesus. It seems so stark and against human nature, until you read the 
words that come next. You see it is this next part that is the context for the first part. 
 
Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the 
good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among 
the people. News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him 
all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the 
demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed, and he healed 
them. Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the 
region across the Jordan followed him. (Matthew 4:18-25) 
 
I finally got it, and hope you do too. The reason that the first disciples were willing to 
get up and go with Jesus is because they had seen what He could do with a life put in 
his hands. Jesus had said: “I have come that you may life, and have it to the 
full” (John 10:10). And those fisherman had seen what Jesus could do for people in 
pain, or distracted by demons, or seized with stress, or paralyzed in place. Jesus could 
make people healthy and whole. That’s why they followed. They wanted to explore for 
themselves his kind of Kingdom.  
 

Jesus Offers to Take Us on a Great Adventure 
 
How about you? Are you interested in a more abundant life than you’ve settled into? 
What if Jesus could take you to a land where your past wounds and sorry mistakes no 
longer haunted or hampered you and you could live life truly free? What if he could 
guide you to a region where relationships are safer and sweeter than you’ve ever 
known before? What if you could go from the boredom of watching time tick by, 
wondering what your purpose is, to feeling the exhilarating certainty of being used to 
make a vital difference in this world every day? What if there was a way you could get 
so close to the infinite God that you didn’t just know about him, but actually knew HIM 
as your closest companion?  
 
Imagine Jesus leading you on a wild, unpredictable, magnificent journey with him. 
Imagine gaining such closeness with Him along the journey that He progressively 
infuses you with His character. Imagine him filling you from the center with such love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (Gal 
5:22-23) that no addiction or seduction can own you, no enemy or idiot can phase you, 
no storm or strife can destroy you. If He called you to go on this Great Adventure, what 
would you say?  
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The truth is that Christ has called you and me on this adventure, just as he did those 
first disciples. But there is something about this invitation that feels just out of reach for 
many of us, isn’t there? We may not be bold enough to say an outright “NO” to God, 
but we lack the boldness to say an outright “YES.” Often our reply is like Joseph Conrad 
as a child: “When I grow up, I will go there.” When I grow more faith, when I become 
more convinced, when my life is not so busy or complicated, I will go then.  
 
In his book, Divine Appointments, Erwin McManus suggests that many of us 
unintentionally become "sideliners" to the Great Adventure of life as God intends it for 
us. McManus defines a sideliner as “an observer rather than a liver of life.” They are 
people who live more vicariously than valiantly. They find their romance in Twilight or 
Fifty Shades of Gray. They fight their battles through fantasy proxies, from James Bond 
to Katniss Everdeen to whatever candidate is taking or giving a beating. Sideliners 
admire and applaud the great servants, the courageous heroes, the spiritual stars. But 
they don’t get up and leave the room in which they are sitting. They don’t get up and 
go with God. They think to themselves: “When I grow up, I might go there,” not 
realizing that it is only by going with God that they will grow up to the full stature 
possible for them. 
 

We Need the Better Life of His Kingdom 
 
If it is not already obvious from reading the headlines, the tensions in our homes and 
workplaces, and the general state of the church and world, let me suggest that we have 
some growing to do. We need to get healthier and holier than we are today. 
 
As Ray Ortlund has observed, most of us “are not integrated, unified, whole persons… 
It's like we have a boardroom in every heart.” Picture a committee sitting around this 
big table in your heart. There is your social self, your private self, your work self, your 
sexual self, your recreational self, your religious self, and others. The committee is 
arguing and debating and voting, constantly agitated and upset. Rarely [do] they come 
to a unanimous, wholehearted decision. We tell ourselves we're this way because we're 
so busy with so many responsibilities. But the truth is that we're just divided, 
unfocused, hesitant, and unfree.”  
 
There are only two ways that this sort of person can “accept Jesus,” says Ortlund. “One 
way is to invite [Jesus] onto the committee.” We can tell ourselves, I’ll listen more to 
God. I’ll give him a vote too. We can let Christ become just one more complication in an 
already crowded and confusing life. Yet there is another way to “accept Jesus.” It is to 
say to him: "My life isn't working. Please come in and fire my committee, every last one 
of them. I hand myself over to you."1 
 
But maybe that doesn’t go far enough either. Permit me to paraphrase Russell Moore, 
who puts the issue even more bluntly: "For too long we've said to [people]: Invite Jesus 
into your life. But Jesus doesn't want to be in my life. My life's a wreck. What I need is 
for Jesus to invite me into his life.”2 And that’s exactly what He does. Jesus says, 
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“Come, follow me” (Matt 4:19). “Come out of your little boardroom or coffee house 
or wherever you may have gotten stuck, and enter the amazing landscape of my 
kingdom. Come on a Great Adventure with Me and let me show you the life for which 
you were made.” 
 

Resolve to Be a Traveler Not a Tourist 
 
 So here’s a recommendation: Put at the top of your Resolution List, this commitment: 
“I will take some deliberate steps to go on the Great Adventure with Christ this year.” I 
will get out of my chair and off of the sidelines and go with Jesus into some blank space 
out there on the map. In the weeks ahead, we are going to be laying out some of the 
specific steps that each of us can take to let Christ lead us to an even healthier, fuller 
life than we have today. Resolve now that you’ll actually take some of those steps. 
 
But let me emphasize in closing that the attitude you bring to this journey is really 
going to matter. Resolve to be a genuine traveler with Christ and not just a tourist. In 
his book, Graceful, Seth Godin urges us to remember that there is a crucial difference 
between being a tourist and a real traveler: "The tourist spends time and money to visit 
a new place… She immerses herself in a new culture and then seeks to insulate herself, 
to remain safe and even aloof” from that place. She prefers safety over passion. “The 
insulation that the tourist brings to the trip ensures that no change will occur, that 
they'll be no [lasting] impact. Yes, you can come back with photos of the lions from 
your safari and shakers of sea salt from the shore of Ireland and even a new outfit from 
France, but if you go as a tourist, you will come back as you went.”  
 
The alternative to tourism is genuine traveling. Travelers “OPEN themselves to the 
world they bought a ticket to, knowing full well that they will be changed” by it. Godin 
goes on to say that to really experience change and adventure… you must, "be willing 
to do new things you don't think you'll like.” You must orient yourself toward preferring 
the unknown. You must set out to experience things that feel foreign and unsettling at 
first, and keep giving yourself to them, “just to see what happens."3 
 
In the Disney-Pixar movie, The Incredibles, an ordinary suburban dad by the name of 
Bob Parr parks his car, as a little neighbor boy watches him.  A bit irritated at the kid's 
scrutiny, Bob asks, “What are YOU waiting for?” The little boy replies, “Something 
amazing, I guess.”  Bob softens and says wistfully, “ME too kid.”   
 
How about you?  There are intriguing blank spaces on the map in front of you. Jesus is 
waiting to be your Guide. Why don’t you decide today, “I will go there.” 
 
                                                
1 Ray Ortlund, "#9: What Does It Mean to Accept Jesus?" Christ Is Deeper Still (blog), (6-4-10). 
2 Russell Moore, “A Purpose Driven Cosmos,” Christianity Today (Feb 2012). 
3 Seth Godin, Graceful: Making a Difference in a World That Needs You (New Word City, 2010).  


