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Following the Leader, Part 1 

________________________________________ 

“God’s Mission to a Broken World” 

Luke 9: 1-7, 10-17 

 

The Gospel of Luke, besides being the very Word of God, is a 

beautifully written history of the life of Jesus.  Among the many truths Luke 

tells us, is that Jesus claimed authority in his ministry – that he spoke for 

God and was doing God’s work.  Our text today is from Luke, chapter 9, 

but before we get there, it needs to be pointed out that in chapter 8, Luke 

pours forth the telling of a series of miracles that Jesus performed, 

including miracles demonstrating Jesus’ control of nature, the exorcism of 

demons, person-specific healings, and finishing with the resuscitation of a 

12 year old girl. 

 When a writer packs this much content into one chapter of anything, 

let alone the story of Jesus, there is a reason.  Luke is telling us that Jesus 

has authority over everything – this is God in the flesh – there is a new 

kingdom dawning – and it’s like nothing anyone had ever seen.  But there 

is even more to come – and Jesus proves to be more than a one-man band 

– he gets the disciples involved in dramatic fashion. 

Read Luke (9:1-7, 10-17) 

 Jesus had already called his disciples (Luke 5).  Now, as we have 

heard in this passage, he acts on his desire to extend his authority directly 

to his closest followers.  They were now authorized to heal; they were 

called to feed the hungry, they could cast out demons, they would preach 

the good news of this new kingdom – they would do what he had done – 

they would multiply his reach.  Among the many things that make the 

Christian Faith wonderfully unusual is that our founder focused on giving 
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away to others his own authority and that he spent a great deal of time 

teaching and showing his followers how to do what initially only he could 

do.  Think about it:  At his prime, Michael Jordon didn’t spend time 

teaching other NBA players how to improve their jump shot.  He just shot 

jumpers and did it with the determination to not only beat his opponents, 

but to make them look like recreation league players in doing so.  Similarly, 

great and successful politicians don’t share their ideas, let alone their 

campaign contributions, with those against whom they are running.  

Olympic sprinters don’t help others at the starting line to plant their feet 

squarely in the blocks so that they get a fast start.  That’s’ not how the 

world works – in Jesus day or now.  Jesus sought to delegate power and 

he equipped those who served with him to share in the carrying out of his 

mission.  His first mission was limited to the twelve we know as his 

disciples.  The second, as we will see next week, expanded that number.  

And we wouldn’t be sitting here having a church service if the Church 

didn’t get the point that God’s mission is for all of God’s people – all of us 

are called to be stewards and servants of God and to carry his mission to 

our broken and struggling world. 

 Today begins a short series we are calling “Following the Leader”.  

This series concludes our many months of hearing primarily Dan preach 

through our five strategic goals.  Let me refresh those goals in our minds.  

They are: 

 Grow Healthy Souls and Relationships 

 Love People as Christ Does 

 Serve Needs Near Us 

 Open Doors to Welcome Others 

 Multiply Leaders for Ministry and Mission 

Laurie and I have been at Christ Church for one year now.  I have to tell 

you that in the past year as I heard Dan preach messages wrapped around 

these five themes, I continuously thought, not only that I’m glad I’m here, 

but that among all the things we need to be about, these really are the 
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highest values, certainly for now, and likely for time to come.  We want to 

grow our souls.  We are about loving people – if you can’t do that as a 

church nothing else matters.  We want to serve the needs of people all 

around us – we want to be the hands of Jesus for them.  We want to be a 

welcoming place for all who would come.  This isn’t our church, it’s Christ’s 

Church and our doors are open wide for all people.  All of these goals are 

crystal clear and correct.  So now Dan is on sabbatical and he asked me to 

preach about multiplying leaders.  Part of me thinks he knew when to stop. 

Let’s put our cards on the table.  Luke has a challenging assignment for us.  

He gives us power and authority and then he says “take nothing for the 

journey. No bread, no money.  If you go to a place and they don’t want to 

hear what you have to say, shake the dust off your feet and move on”.  

Say so much for that effort.  Really, is that what we are to do? 

 Here’s the point: Jesus wants laborers for the harvest.  There are 

countless people around us who would come to Christ Church, but no one 

has ever asked them to come.  We tend to think hospitality is simply 

opening the doors and saying “come on in”.  Most don’t respond to that.  

Have you ever been church shopping?  It’s actually an unpleasant 

experience.  As you try a new church every week you feel like you’re 

stepping in to someone else’s family reunion.  It’s really awkward.  The 

worst part of church shopping is that some places are so glad to see a new 

person they smother you.  Neither being ignored nor smothered is very 

fun.  But if they come with one of us, they feel comfortable and welcome. 

 We need leaders who will lead the way in inviting their friends to 

church.  We need more leaders to pioneer new mission projects.  We need 

more leaders to teach our classes.  We need more stewards to give 

generously to our ministry.  We need more people called to be ushers and 

musicians and singers….the lists are endless.  We can’t just clone the great 

leaders we already have.  There is only one Dan Meyer.  There is only one 

Noelle Combs.  Need I go on?  The church is built by great leaders, but it 

can’t be built by only a few.  We are all called and gifted.  That’s why in 
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verse 13, Jesus responds to the disciple’s plea for a solution to feeding the 

hungry people with the simple words:  “You do it” – “you give them 

something to eat”. They were saying, Lord, send them away – let them go 

to the nearest deli and pick up something to eat.  There’s a Holiday Inn 

down the road – let them stay there; they’ve got a decent buffet.  No, 

Jesus said – you feed them! 

 Since I’m probably nearing the end of my status as the new guy on 

the staff – let me make an observation about this good and gracious 

church.  In good Reformed fashion, we do things in good order around this 

place.  We plan well; we think ahead well, we have structures and systems.  

That all appeals to me, I’m a structured, type A personality who likes form 

and order.  So, honestly, I have a hard time with some of what Jesus said 

his disciples were supposed to do in their ministries.  He says take nothing 

for the journey - I always like having a little money in my wallet.  I like 

having a pension I will someday live on.  I like planning my life.  

Spontaneity just isn’t my way.  I don’t think this one passage means we 

can’t plan anything, but what if it does say that God cares less about our 

plans that he does our actions? 

 When Laurie and I and our four children were living in Oklahoma, we 

tried every summer to take our annual vacation in Colorado.  We loved the 

mountains, but we especially wanted a place to cool off from our 

oppressive summers.  My planning for those trips was a work of art.  I 

knew where all the gear would fit in the suburban.  I knew where all our 

stops would be.  I knew right when we should leave and where we would 

stop for lunch on the first day.  I knew the exact mileage and where the 

likely places were for the highway patrol to hide.  Did I just say that? 

So I would announce the night before - we’re leaving at 8:00 a.m. sharp.  

8:00 a.m. arrives – only Laurie and I are awake.  By 9:00 two kids are up 

and dressed.  By 10:00 another emerges.  Only one has packed anything.  

I’m tied up in emotional knots and everyone is looking at me silently 

wondering if I’m going to lose it.  At about 11:00 we leave and drive about 
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a half hour when from the back someone announces they need to go to 

the bathroom.  I would think to myself – 15 hours to our destination – and 

only 9 days until vacation is over.  So much for all my plans. 

 Not that Jesus is necessarily thinking about impatient people like me 

in this passage, but he might well be saying something on behalf of the 

spontaneous act of offering ourselves in service to the Kingdom.  It’s 

possible to make a perfect plan and never act on it.  As we develop leaders 

at Christ Church, it can’t just be about the goal or the plan, it’s about the 

opportunity to serve and to see what God can do through us. 

 During World War II, General McArthur asked one of the army 

engineers how soon he could get a bridge across a certain river.  The 

engineer answered “about 3 days”.  “OK” the general said, “draw up the 

plans”.  Three days later McArthur asked for those plans.  The engineer 

was surprised and said, “Oh, the bridge is built.  You can cross it now.  If 

you want plans, that will take a little longer.”  The engineer knew that 

plans are fine to a point.  If the need is great, action is more important.   

I’m not a doomsayer.  I believe God holds the future in his hands and 

that one day he will teach the whirlwinds of this age how to dance.  God is 

still in control.  But I look around at all the needs, all the hurting people, all 

the broken relationships, and all the pain and admit I think the time for 

planning is coming to a close.  The time for engaging the world with new 

leaders – all of God’s people – is at hand.  “Who’s going to feed these 

people?”, the disciples asked. Jesus said – “You give them the bread of 

life”.  You do it. 


