
   

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

Small Groups 

FINDING FAVOR 

How to Open the Door 

to the Peace of Christmas 

Luke 1:26-38; 2:8-14 

 

Getting Started Read and Reflect 

Pastor Dan says in this week’s sermon, “Peace is a gift 

God seems to give to people who ‘find favor’ in his 

sight.” What does it mean to “find favor” with God? 

 

Read the two scripture passages listed above. 

Mary and the shepherds both found “favor” with God. 

What happened to them because of this? 

 

Pastor Dan emphasizes that God’s favor is a gift that 

we cannot earn, but that there are three qualities that 

seem to exist in people who “find favor” with God. 

Those qualities are: humility, availability, and 

obedience. How do you see these three qualities in 

the stories of Mary and the shepherds? 

 

Why are these three qualities so important to God? 

 

 

 

Describe a time in 

your life when you 

felt truly at peace.  

 What was 

happening? 

 Who was there? 

 Why did you 

feel peaceful? 

 



 

 

 

Next Steps 
All of us could use a little, or even a lot, more peace in our lives. God offers this as a gift to 

those with whom he finds favor. While we cannot do anything to earn God’s favor, we can 

work toward being the kind of people that exhibit the qualities that are most common in 

those with whom he found favor in the past. 

 

Choose one or more of the following ways that you will begin to work toward becoming a 

person with whom God finds favor: 
 

 I will be deeply thankful this holiday season for each gift and blessing. 

 I will strive to be patient with those I encounter during this busy season of life. 

 I will carve out time to be available to God. 

 I will look for God’s will in life’s circumstances instead of simply reacting to them. 

 I will be obedient to God’s desires for my life by: 

 Honoring my spouse 

 Honoring my parents 

 Using my financial resources wisely 

 Treating my body well 

 Observing the Sabbath 

 Other ________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

When you think of the word “favor” what comes to mind? How would you define it in your 

own words? 

 

Who is the most humble person you know? What does this person do or say that makes you 

see them as particularly humble? 

 

 

When you think about God, do you tend to see him as a cosmic Santa or as someone who is 

shaping your life? Are you comfortable with letting God have control? 

 

Think back to when you were a child. Describe a time when you disobeyed your parents, a 

teacher, or some other adult. What were the consequences for your actions? Why do you 

think you were told not to do what you did? 

 

 

When you consider the commands of the Lord, why do you feel that he places those rules 

on our lives? How important is it to obey them? 

Engage and Discuss 


