
   

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

Small Groups 

I’ll Leave the  

Door Unlocked 

Matthew 1:18-25 

 

Getting Started Read and Reflect 

Read Matthew 1:18-25 

What do you observe about Joseph (add Matt 1:16-17 

as well)? 

What does it mean that Joseph was faithful to the law 

(1:19). 

Note: Under Jewish Law (see Book of 

Deuteronomy) at this time, those who 

committed adultery while betrothed were to 

be publicly shamed and stoned to death.  It 

was that serious of an offense. 

What do you learn about Joseph in his intended plan 

with Mary? 

After Joseph encounters the Angel in a dream, Joseph 

has a decision to make.  What does Joseph do? 

 

…Any other observations worth sharing from this text? 

 

 

Are you a person who 

withdrawals or closes 

the door on 

relationships that hurt 

you or end poorly?  

Why is this reaction 

natural for you? 

~ or ~ 

Have you ever had the 

door of a relationship 

closed to you when 

you feel like you did 

nothing wrong? 

 



 

 

 

Next Steps 

There are doors to relationships in your life that have been closed and locked by you.   

 What would it mean for you to unlock one or more of these doors to the possibility 

that God could bring transformation and reconciliation to the relationship(s)? 

 

 What step could you take this week to leave a door unlocked in one or more 

damaged relationship(s)? 

 

As you consider the simple gospel outlined above, what is God impressing upon your heart 

in your own relationship with God through Christ? 

 

 

Who has been a good model for how to navigate relationships in life for you?  What have 

you observed from their life? 

 

 

Can you imagine the courage of Joseph to trust God to the point of doing the 

unthinkable…marrying a women who was pregnant without his partnership?  Has God ever 

asked you to trust him in a relationship beyond “normal” limits? 

 

 

Jesus unlocks the ultimate door by stepping into humanity (we call this the incarnation—God 

physically coming to earth).  Advent is at the heart of the gospel: 

 Humanity is sinful and separated from God with no hope whatsoever of saving 

themselves. 

 God does for humanity what it cannot do for itself (enter grace). 

 Jesus (God) takes on flesh to provide atonement and forgiveness of sins through this 

perfect sacrifice on the cross. 

 The resurrection breaks the power of death and ushers in the hope of life with God. 

 This life is found in all who believe (put their trust in) in Jesus as their only Savior and 

commit to live with him as Lord of their lives. 

 The Holy Spirit indwells those who trust in Christ and become God’s “A Plan”—bringing 

the kingdom of heaven to earth now while looking forward to the ultimate day when 

God will restore all things. 

 

If this is how God has loved us, what does it demand from our love for one another (our 

relationships)? 

 

 

What is the biggest risk or fear you feel when thinking of opening a door to a damaged 

relationship in your life? 

 

Engage and Discuss 


