
   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

Small Groups 

 

BRUTAL FACTS 

“Love People Honestly” 

Mark 10:17-22                  

John 7:53-8:11 

 

Getting Started Read and Reflect 

Read Mark 10:17-22 and John 7:53-8:11 

With which passage of Scripture do you most 

resonate?  Why? 

What do you think was at the heart of the Rich Young 

Ruler’s question and desire with Jesus? 

In the desire to move from a “good Christian” to a 

“great Christian,” what are the positives and the 

potential pitfalls you observe in yourself or others? 

In the John passage, who do you think received the 

harder truth: Pharisees or the woman caught in 

adultery?  Why? 

Which character do you most identify with from all the 

stories: Jesus, young ruler, Pharisees, woman, crowds 

ready to participate in anything religious, or disciples 

listening and taking notes?  Why? 

How does Jesus speak honestly in each passage? 

 

 

Pick One to Share: 

 What is the 

hardest truth 

someone ever 

shared with you?  

 

 What is the 

hardest truth you 

ever had to share 

with someone? 

 

How did either of these 

situations go? 

 



 

 

 

Next Steps 
How can you take STEPS TO LOVING PEOPLE HONESTLY? 

1. Think of someone you know who needs to face a brutal fact.  What is the fact? How do 

you see this fact limiting him or her? 

 

2. Fear nothing more than that someone you love might lack the feedback needed to fulfill 

their potential.  Pray for God to create an opportunity for you to talk with him or her 

about this area of life.  

 

3. Ask the person to examine themselves.  What self-awareness or discontent do they feel 

about the way things work in their life? 

 

4. Replace condemnation with companionship. Emphasize that you are on their side and 

have many issues and struggles too. 

 

5. Picture a better way of living. Describe what a more effective way of behaving looks 

like. Break it down into pieces. Illustrate it with examples. 

 

As you think about this study’s topic (Loving People Honestly), do you have people who 

come to mind that need some honest feedback (the brutal facts)?   

What motivates you so share honestly with them? (Really think about this.) 

What holds you back (if anything) from speaking honestly with that person? 

 

Do you believe the brutal facts are a key to transformation (both for the one sharing and the 

one receiving)?  Why or why not? 

 

Are you a person who wants to hear the brutal facts in your life?  Do you feel you are open 

or closed to this kind of feedback?  Explain. 

 

What are the dangers and the rewards connected to loving people honestly? 

Engage and Discuss 


