
   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

Small Groups 

 

APPRECIATED ASSETS 

“Love People Expectantly” 

John 1:35-51 

 

Getting Started Read and Reflect 

Read John 1:35-51. 

Describe what you observe: 

 The questions Jesus asked of potential 

followers… 

 The invitations Jesus extended to potential 

followers… 

 How these early followers responded to Jesus… 

 How did these early followers view Jesus?  How 

did they know what they did 

How would you describe the men Jesus called to 

follow him?  What criticism could be made of these 

men? 

Why did these men follow Jesus (leaving a life they 

knew to join a new life with Jesus)? 

What else do you observe in this passage when it 

comes to first impressions or following Jesus? 

 

What value do you 

place on first 

impressions? 

 

Describe a time when 

your first impression of 

someone was wrong or 

uncharacteristic of who 

the really were (once 

you were able to know 

them better). 



 

 

 

Next Steps 
What would it take for you to love people expectantly (expecting to see the worth in 

others)?  What anxiety do you feel in thinking of putting action to this study? 

Could you: 

 Move toward at least one person you typically avoid in efforts to know them better? 

 Seek to accent the positives and potential you see in people instead of focusing on 

their negative attributes? 

 Find a way to build up someone who is rude or socially rough? 

Report back to the group what you observe in yourself and in those you extend love to this 

week.  You may want to write down your observations. 

Do you feel that people accent the liabilities and not the assets in those they meet or know?  

Explain. 

Why are we so quick to see the negative in others?  What do we “get” out of it when we are 

critical of others? 

Consider the encounter of Jesus and Nathanael in our Bible text (John 1:43-49).  How did 

Nathanael initially view Jesus?  How did Jesus initially see Nathanael?  How did Nathanael 

respond when Jesus approached him and accented to the positive in him? 

How would you describe the difference in how Jesus sees people vs. how we often see 

people?  Are there other biblical stories that come to mind? 

What hope or promise we can claim in following Jesus’ model of loving people expectantly?   

What has this study and discussion impressed upon you?  Is there a way God is calling you to 

respond (with God or with others)? 

 

 

 

Engage and Discuss 


