
APPRECIATED ASSETS
Loving People Expectantly

Love People (Part 2)
Text: John 1:35-51

We Notice People’s Liabilities

When I was Freshman in college, I took an art course in which I was assigned 
the task of drawing the picture of someone well known to me.  I chose my 
girlfriend, Lola, and sketched her features from head-to-toe to the best of my 
ability.  It was a pretty darn good likeness, I thought, until I got the assignment 
back from my professor a few days later. At the top of the drawing, written in 
red, was the grade "C-."  I was so flabbergasted that I went to my professor and 
asked for an explanation.  He simply circled several portions of my drawing and 
wrote in the margin three phrases:  "Head under-developed.  Neck too long.  
Feet too large."  About a week later, I was walking across campus with Lola 
when we happened to pass my art professor.  "Oh, good afternoon, Meyer,” he 
said.  Then, surveying Lola, he whispered: “Make that an A-."

Okay, I made that up. But I share this little fiction to introduce a very real topic 
I want to reflect on with you today -- the subject of how you and I tend to 
perceive many of the people around us.  I want to begin by underlining my 
belief that most of us are quite good at seeing and describing people’s 
liabilities. Sometimes we seriously misjudge people. But much of the time we 
really do accurately see a variety of things that are genuinely wrong with them. 
When somebody’s willingness to pull their fair-share, or keep their word, or use 
their head is under-developed; when someone’s list of excuses or complaints is 
just too long; when somebody’s anger, or ego, or appetites are a bit too large 
-- we notice these things.  

You could probably draw a verbal picture of all kinds of imperfect people you 
know and almost anyone who passed by and got a really good look at the 
actual subject in question would have to give you at least an “A-.”  It’s no 
wonder, then, that we run the other way when we see certain people coming.  
It’s not particularly surprising that we say or think the things we do behind 
certain people’s back.  When you can see someone’s liabilities so clearly, it is 
only human to react that way -- with avoidance, with criticism, with 
backlashing feeling.

We Might Not Have Chosen the People Jesus Did

That’s why I think it is fairly likely that if you or I had been with Jesus when we 
meet him in John chapter 1, we’d have had some pretty strong counsel for him 
concerning the individuals he was considering for the first four spots on his 
discipleship team.  Knowing what we do about these men from this text and 



the rest of the gospels, what would you say to Jesus?  

I know what I would.  “Excuse me, Rabbi,” I’d say.  “Let me get this straight.  
You’re trying to put together a staff that can help you mount an enduring 
revolution; is that right?  Right.  O.K., then, I really think you might want to 
pass on this guy Andrew. I mean look at him.  He’s been out in the wilderness 
with John the Baptizer, eating honey and wild locusts, and now suddenly he’s 
ready to chuck it all and follow you?  Don’t you get it?  This guy’s one of those 
restless searchers!  He’s got the attention span and loyalty of a flea.  You just 
asked him what he was looking for and he responded, “Where are YOU 
staying?” (John 1:38)  Don’t you see?  He’s just looking for free room and 
board. He’ll use you and be on to the next thing.”

 “Oh, no, Jesus, quick, look the other way.  Here comes Simon Son of John. 
You thought Andrew was bad; believe me, his brother is worse.  This guy is a 
self-righteous, bossy, prima donna! I knew this guy who used to fish with him. 
After listening to all his bragging, he couldn’t take it anymore and quit. Simon 
went ape. He grabbed a knife and darn near cut off my friend’s ear. Honestly, 
Rabbi, this guy would be poison for team morale and he’s all talk. He’ll swear 
he’s your best friend forever, and you’ll be tempted to believe him ‘cause he 
seems solid as a castle; but I’m telling you, Jesus, when the waves start 
pounding, you’ll find that castle’s made of sand.”

 “Ohhh, I don’t get it. Now you want to call Phillip too?  Oh, Jesus, he’s the 
worst of Andrew and Simon combined -- a seeker with an attitude.  Haven’t you 
caught your limit of guys from Bethsaida?  No!  Not Nathanael now!  Yeah, I 
know he’s from Cana, but you know how uppity those people are.  You might 
have missed it Jesus, but I heard him saying some pretty obnoxious things 
about your home town. “Nazareth! Can anything good come from 
there?” (John 1:46) he said. I mean, unless you like abuse, Jesus, do you 
really want to spend the next 3 years traveling with a guy as sarcastic and 
skeptical as Nathanael is?”

Jesus Looks at People With Unusual Vision

Those are the kinds of things I might have said if I had been there, because 
those are the sort of things I do say or think when I encounter some of the 
people in my world. How about you?  Do you see the liabilities in people 
around you? Do you avoid certain people, criticize others, lash out at others 
still? The very humanity of that response is one of the reasons we know that 
when we encounter Jesus we are meeting divinity -- because these four guys 
seem so difficult, different, dangerous or dumb, yet Christ’s response is 
something rare. 

I noticed something fascinating as I was reading through our Scripture text this 
week. It’s the number of times the passage refers to Jesus’ SIGHT.  We’re told 



that, “Turning around, Jesus SAW [Andrew] following” (John 1:38). It’s 
reported that [Jesus] LOOKED at [Simon] and said… (John 1:42). We’re 
told that [Jesus visibly] “FOUND Philip and said to him, ‘Follow 
me’” (John 1:43). We’re reminded that it was “When Jesus SAW Nathanael 
approaching, he said…” (John 1:47). And when “Nathanael asked him, 
‘How do you know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I SAW you under the fig 
tree’” (John 1:48). Preceding every decisive intervention he makes in the lives 
of these four men is mention of the VISION of Jesus.

I don’t think this pattern is accidental. The gospel writer is trying to tell us 
something.  He’s trying to help us understand that the way Jesus SEES people 
is immensely important and we are to learn from it. If I could reduce the 
message God’s Word is trying to give us here to its simplest form it would be 
this: Jesus appreciates people.  

By appreciation, I don’t mean a sentimental fondness.  I mean that when Jesus 
looks at a human being he clearly sees the whole picture of their life.  He 
doesn’t simply see their liabilities; he also sees their possibilities.  He doesn’t 
simply see the defects that sinful broken people are; he also sees the assets to 
God’s kingdom such people could become if embraced by grace. In other 
words, Jesus loves people expectantly.  

How Could You Love People Expectantly?

What if you and I could? What if we allowed Jesus’ vision of the imperfect 
people around us to become our vision of them? What might we start doing 
differently? Here are three possible behavior changes modeled for us by Jesus in 
our text for today.

FIRST, rather than avoiding them, perhaps we can try to invite one or two 
difficult people into our lives.  That’s what we see Jesus doing here with 
Andrew and Phillip, isn’t it?  Jesus appreciates that what makes them difficult 
people is because they are restless. They yearn for something more than they 
have and express that longing in unproductive ways. They are interested in 
Jesus because they sense that he is closer to this peace or love or truth they 
seek than they are. 

There are people like that in your workplace, in your social circle, at your 
school, or maybe even living in your home. They may not know how to 
describe what they’re looking for. Maybe it’s companionship or forgiveness; 
perhaps it’s for guidance through a difficult passage or leading to the feet of 
our Lord. They might rub you wrong, but please don’t turn your back on these 
people. Jesus didn’t.  He appreciated their plight and what an asset for the 
kingdom of God they might become if someone said to them “Come with 
me.” Be that person.



SECONDLY, to love people expectantly, as Jesus does, we need to spend less 
energy criticizing the flaws in the rough-cut characters around us. Instead, 
explicitly name people’s potential. Did you notice how Jesus did that with 
Simon? “You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas” (John 
1:42), Christ says. He gives Simon the nickname “Cephas” or “Rock,” even 
when there was only a hint of that kind of strength in the present moment.  

Do that with a few of the imperfect people around you, will you?  Name a 
virtue you see in a child, even if there’s only a grain of it right now.  Find 
something you can applaud in someone you find it difficult to like and tell him 
or her about it. Commend someone for a small job well done, even if it’s the 
only thing you can commend them for. Instead of trying to point out and pluck 
up the weeds in someone’s character or performance, try watering the tiny 
bloom of virtue or potential you see in them -- the way God does with you.

FINALLY, get ready to meet Nathanael this week. He will be that person who 
criticizes or mocks some Nazareth in your life. It had to have been tempting for 
Jesus to lash back at or shut out Nathanael when he ridiculed Christ’s 
hometown. But instead of reacting defensively, Jesus focused on the diamond 
beneath the rough. “Jesus said of him, ‘Here is a true Israelite, in whom 
there is nothing false” (John 1:47). He celebrated the attribute of honesty 
he saw in Nathanael, even though it was still pretty rude. Do the same with 
some difficult person in your life this week. When they irritate you, find the 
virtue in the other and affirm it, even if its unpolished.

What Happens to Appreciated People?

You know, there are two reasons to do these things.  First, because that’s what 
it means to be a disciple yourself.  You do what Jesus would do.  But there’s a 
second reason to imitate Jesus in his treatment of difficult people. It’s because 
of the effect. It made them appreciate.  I don’t mean that it made them 
appreciate others, ‘though that can happen too.  What I really mean is that 
Jesus’ appreciation for people literally appreciated them. It increased their 
value. They became what he called them.

Andrew was a restless, searching man.  But Jesus saw in him the curious 
passion needed to grow the church.  Andrew eventually responded by bringing 
his brother to Christ. Simon Peter was a gritty, prideful person.  But Jesus saw 
in him the potential strength needed to guide his disciples through persecution. 
Peter eventually became the Rock of the early church. Phillip was a cautious, 
tentative guy. But Jesus saw in him the gentle affability that could influence 
others for the kingdom.  Phillip eventually responded by bringing Nathanael to 
Christ. Nathanael was a sarcastic, skeptical person.  But Jesus saw in him the 
sort of daring honesty needed in the new community of faith he was forming. 
Nathanael eventually followed too.



I was an angry, selfish, confused kid, when a youthworker named, Mike, saw 
beyond my very rough-cut, abrasive exterior and appreciated something. I’ve 
needed help all along the way to become what I can be. Thank God there have 
been people in my life who knew how to love expectantly. 

What about in yours? Never forget how much good and how much potential 
God sees in you. And never stop trying to love other people the way Christ 
loves you. So, invite one or two difficult persons into your life. Explicitly name 
their potential. Find the virtue in them and affirm it. Keep doing this. Who 
knows, God may give you the chance to help shape one of his great disciples 
or at least a growing one, like you and me.
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