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Following the Leader (part 2) 

”A Risky Business” 

___________________________________________ 

Luke 9: 51-62 

 

Have you noticed how stressed and irritable people are today?  It’s no 

wonder – among our social ailments are constant technological 

interruptions and the ever-growing complexity of modern life.  If you are in 

a business, you know that new regulations constantly add to your 

pressures and customers have sky high expectations.  Whether you’re a 

teacher, doctor, attorney, restaurant owner, or offer a product to the public 

of any kind, you are being routinely, and publicly, evaluated – and the 

reviews are publically posted.  People want perfection, and that’s hard to 

make happen. 

The church isn’t immune from this.  We live in that high-stress atmosphere 

too.  Since we’re also being evaluated, it’s tempting to focus only on 

people’s wants and expectations, which are important, but not as 

important as what Scripture reveals is God’s call on us – which is to make 

disciples – disciples who serve as the hands and feet of Jesus in this world. 

I want to go back to basics today and review our job description as the 

followers of Christ.  Pleasing people isn’t at the top of that list, in fact, it’s 

not on the list.  Our job is to march to the beat of the Master.  What Jesus 

wanted and what he wants still are followers who respond to his call in the 

joyful journey of being a Christian, but also in the tough work of 

perseverance when the going isn’t so easy.  In the passage we have read, 

Jesus has reminded us of the cost of our commitment. 
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The first verse of our text, Luke 9:51, says “As the time approached for 

him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem”.  

This is the watershed moment of Jesus’ ministry.  Luke is laying it out in 

stark simplicity.  The season of joyful miracles and stirring teaching is now 

yielding to the reality that the end is coming and it’s going to be filled with 

tragedy.  When a writer says someone is resolutely going to do something, 

it means that person is going to have to turn his face toward the task 

because it’s something he’d prefer to run from rather than to.  Perhaps 

you’ve had those moments in your life when doing the next right thing 

meant having to face a decision, or even a responsibility that was in fact, 

overwhelming.  Perhaps it was a debilitating treatment for cancer, or a 

surgery with real risk involved.  Or maybe it was facing some decision that 

would alter your life in some big way – but it simply had to be made.  

Jesus going to Jerusalem was an action he was born to do, but his knowing 

the cost of that decision made it all the more painful 

Jesus is now preparing his disciples for their ministries after his departure 

from this earth.  His destiny was to be betrayed by one of his own; to 

become a victim of a kangaroo court; to be beaten and then crucified.  So 

far, the disciples’ mission had been confusing at times, but overall it had 

been thrilling and fulfilling.  One day it would become very difficult mission 

- and for all of them, very costly.  Being a disciple is a risky business, and 

in this text Jesus shows them what that means. 

The Samaritans normally get good press in the Gospels – but in this report, 

Luke says there was no warm welcome in this place.  Even after the 

disciples had been sent in as an advance team, they couldn’t arrange a 

favorable hearing for Jesus.  He simply wasn’t welcome there.  The road to 

Jerusalem has already gotten rough.  The leadership lesson for the 

disciples – both for the original ones and for us, is that people would not 

always respond well to the teachings of Jesus.  James and John had a less-

than-brilliant idea for how to respond to the ungrateful Samaritans – let’s 

nuke them – we will call fire down from heaven –how about that, Lord?  It 
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won’t surprise anyone that Jesus thought this was a really lame idea.  He 

called the disciples down and told them we don’t’ work that way.  We don’t 

destroy villages, we don’t even write bad reviews of their village for others 

to read, we just quietly move on.  My power is for constructive purposes. 

Preach toward salvation, heal as you are led, but if they don’t want to 

hear, just go to the next village. 

Then, to reinforce all of this teaching, Luke tells us of the encounters with 

three wannabe disciples.  The first appears in verse 57 and says “I will 

follow you wherever you go”.  Jesus, sensing his lack of full commitment, 

told him if you follow me, you’ll be homeless.  Even animals will have it 

better than you.  Jesus said to a second man, “Follow me”.  But that man 

said he needed to bury his father first.  Bear in mind that this could mean 

the father was not yet dead, but would be soon – and in ancient culture 

the mourning period could be as long as six months.  Jesus told him I want 

you now.  A third man said he would follow, but needed to say goodbye to 

his family first.  Jesus told him that this was a tough calling, and it won’t be 

getting any easier.  The cost of discipleship is high.  Duty and privilege go 

together.   

As Christ Church calls and encourages people to become ministry leaders – 

both within the church and to our needy world, you need to know that 

since the journey can be difficult, we are committed to equipping you for it.  

It would be ministry malpractice for us to send anyone off to do a task for 

which they had not been prepared.  I’ve seen churches do this.  More than 

once I’ve heard from people who are burned out on ministry and part of 

the reason was they were sent where they weren’t ready to go. 

Actually, the evangelical world is full of such practices.  We can become so 

driven to reach new territory that we ourselves don’t count the cost for 

people we ask to serve.  Hopefully, that won’t happen here. 

In World War I, the Russian czar’s army was untrained and practically 

weaponless.  Their soldiers were asked to wade into the thick of the 
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German front and were slaughtered in droves.  The strategy, if you can call 

it that, was to have the German soldiers waste their ammunition on these 

ill-equipped troops, so that the Russian army could then send in better 

equipped and trained troops to finish off the Germans.  Just so you’ll know 

–that’s not our strategy! 

Any discussion of discipleship should at least be honest about the cost, and 

it should also acknowledge the hesitancy many of us feel in taking the next 

steps toward following Jesus.  If there is risk in this, as well as great 

reward, we should own up to that. 

The best way I know to illustrate the risk / reward benefit to an action is to 

tell you a story from my past.  It might not surprise you that I played a lot 

of basketball growing up.  Of course by now, I am a legend in my own 

mind and was a great player.  I wasn’t great, but I was pretty good.  I 

played college ball for a while, and in my freshman year learned a lesson I 

would long remember.  My freshman year was a shock to my system.  The 

players were obviously better than the ones I played with in high school.  

Just after the beginning of the season, I became injured and had to sit out 

of practices and games for nearly four weeks.  Finally, I was cleared to 

play by the team doctor and trainer, and I went on a road trip with the 

team for the first time.  Our team had problems.  Guys were dropping like 

flies from injuries, bad grades, and bad performance.  Only ten of us made 

the road trip and on the night before the first game, two were briefly 

arrested for various acts of misconduct.  We faced a good team the next 

day with just eight players.  Five were good, I was mediocre, but injured, 

and the other two were, frankly, not ready for prime time.  We played the 

other team close for the first half, and in the second half one of the 

starters fouled out.  The coach had three choices – put in one of the guys 

that really weren’t very good – or put me in, not great and maybe not fully 

recovered from my injury.  I still remember the coach coming down the 

bench and looking me in the eye and saying “Clark, are you ready?”  He 

said it twice, “Are you ready?”  I wasn’t sure and gave him the obligatory 
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“I’m ready coach”.  The coach detected my half-hearted response, looked 

at me, and said “Naw”, you’re not ready and put in one of the other guys.   

 

Then something strange happened.  That guy had the game of his life –

even hitting the winning shot.  We won – the depleted team had done 

something surprising, and everyone was enjoying the moment but me.  On 

the risk / reward scale, I had played it safe.  By the way I responded the 

coach could tell I wasn’t mentally ready to play.  But all I could think about 

was if I had taken the chance and charged out on the court with 

enthusiasm, I might have been the guy who won the game. 

 

Discipleship - walking with Jesus in the joy of knowing him and serving 

others is a challenging task.  When he asks us to follow him there is the 

promise of great reward.  But, this isn’t an easy journey.  The burden is 

lightened by God’s grace, but there is a burden in leadership.  I hope 

you’re ready to say yes.  There is grace if you’re not, but there is great 

reward if you are.  May you be able to say yes to God’s continuous call.   


