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“4U+2” 
Get Personally Engaged With Life-Change 

Text: John 10:10; 20:21 
 
I 

 
As we gather around the Christian Family Table today, I want to use this time a bit 
differently than normal and talk with you about the future of Christ Church. People 
sometimes ask me about that: “Dan, what do you believe God’s vision for this church is 
in the next years? What are you praying will happen through our congregation?” Here’s 
my answer: By the time we reach our church’s 50th Anniversary in 2015, I pray that 
we’ll see tens of thousands of lives changed for the better by the love of Christ and that 
YOU will have played a wonderful part in that.  How can that happen? 
 
I’m often struck by the absence of a love like Jesus in our world today. People are kind 
enough to those who are like them or who are nice to them, but many find it very hard 
to love people who are apparently difficult, different, dangerous or dumb. This limited 
kind of loving is a big problem. It is a significant step short of the kind of love Christ 
commanded us to exercise if were serious about being his disciples. I believe that if we 
could learn how to LOVE PEOPLE at more than the 101 level most of us have already 
mastered, it would change our homes, schools, workplaces and culture for the better. I 
want to go after that kind of life-change together in this year ahead.  
 
I also see a lot of people today living their lives behind closed doors. They move so 
fast, or are under such pressure, or feel so threatened that they seal themselves off. 
They shut out God, or the church, or people who need God. They close themselves off 
from the people who need them, or maybe from the gifts they need. Let’s help OPEN 
DOORS to the better life that is possible for these precious people. If we can do that 
together, we’ll see God changing lives. 
 
And then there are the people all of us know (and some of us are) who are just stuck. 
We keep making the same mistakes in our work or love life. Our relationships are thin 
or broken. We live with a level of anxiety, anger, or sadness we don’t know how to put 
to rest. We may have been around church for a long time, but we don’t feel very close 
to God and our character is not much more like Christ’s than when we began. It doesn’t 
have to stay this way. God has provided practical means for helping people GROW 
HEALTHier souls and relationships. If you and I will engage those resources more fully 
together (and help others to) the result will be life-changing. 
 
In his book, The Church of Irresistible Influence, Robert Lewis challenges Christians to 
seriously assess the effect they are having on the communities round about them. If 
the ground opened up one weekend and Christ Church disappeared forever in the 
sinkhole, would we be missed? Would people in our region go into mourning, because 
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the greatest servants in the county were now gone? As a church, we’ve had great 
impact overseas and at times of disaster. But there are some seriously under-resourced 
neighborhoods in our backyard and some proven models for helping them. We could 
SERVE NEEDS there in a way that would transform life for hundreds of kids and 
families. We could partner with other churches and have a stunning impact. Let’s do it 
together. 
 
All of us today are acutely aware that for our country to become what we want it to be, 
we need even more virtuous, discerning, and dependable leaders. That’s true of our 
church too. We’ve been blessed here with amazing volunteer leaders, but we need 
more. If we are going to more fully love people, open doors, grow health, or serve 
needs in the way that the Elders and I believe God is leading us to do, we also need to 
MULTIPLY LEADERS. We need a new wave of people willing to lead or be an apprentice 
leader in a group or ministry. If even half of us said YES to that call, the result would be 
life-changing.  
 

II 
 
When I dream of our future, these are the great themes that come to mind. We’re 
going to be exploring each of these during our weekend worship services in the year 
ahead. At the heart of all this is simply an attempt to live more fully into the two-fold 
invitation given to us by the Lord who hosts our Communion today. Jesus said: “I have 
come that you may have life and have it more abundantly” (John 10:10). In 
other words, whatever the condition of your life or your family today, I can change it 
for the better. But Jesus also said: “As the Father has sent me, so I am sending 
you” (John 20:21). In other words, don’t be a hoarder of my grace and truth. Help 
OTHERS find my power for life-change too.  
 
What if, by the time we reach our church’s 50th Anniversary in 2015, we could see tens 
of thousands of lives changed for the better by the love of Christ and all of us could 
have a wonderful part in that? So here’s your part: In the coming months, when God 
pictures for us what is needed to love people, open doors, grow health, serve needs, or 
multiply leaders, go ahead and DO those things and encourage at least two other 
people to do likewise. Get personally engaged with life-change for yourself and for two 
or more other people beyond your household or this church.  
 
I did the math on this. By my reckoning, there are about 3500 of us who pass through 
Christ Church in a typical month. If every one of us actively sought God’s life-changing 
power for ourselves and for two other people beyond this circle during the next year, 
we would see more than 10,000 lives changed for the better by next World Communion 
weekend and tens of thousands more by 2015. What do you say? By God’s grace, let’s 
go for it.  
 

III 
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For many years, a man I know pastored a prosperous congregation on New York’s 
glamorous Fifth Avenue. Each month, however, Tom made it his practice to work in the 
church’s soup kitchen, and then to invite the homeless people there to come join him in 
a service of Holy Communion.  
 
One day, as Tom moved down the row serving, he came to someone who looked like 
the streets had gotten the best of him. “Skip me,” the man whispered. “What?” Tom 
asked. “Skip me,” the man said again. “Why?” the pastor ventured to ask.  “Because,” 
the man said, “I’m not worthy.” The pastor replied, “Neither am I.” Then Tom added, 
“I’ll tell you what. I’m going to serve Communion to you, and then I’d like you to serve 
it to me.” “F-f-father,” the man stuttered, “Is that legal?”  “Yes,” said Tom, “and it’s 
what we’re going to do.” 
 
“What’s your name?” Tom asked. “Josh,” the man replied. “Josh, this is the body of 
Christ given for you. Eat and drink this in remembrance that Christ came for you. Christ 
died for you.” The homeless man blinked back tears and received Holy Communion. 
Then the pastor knelt and handed him the elements. “Now, you serve me,” he said.   
 
Nervously, Josh took the trays in his weathered hands, his eyes darting around, as if he 
expected the police, the FBI, the CIA, or the Pope to come rushing in to arrest him at 
any moment.  Finally, he held the trays toward the pastor and as Tom received the 
sacrament, Josh muttered: “Body, blood… Jesus for you.” 
 
On World Communion Weekend, we come together to share what is most basic about 
our faith. We gather to celebrate the vision of hope that unites the Church across the 
Earth today and even across time. Amidst a complex and conflicted culture, our 
message remains simple: “The saving grace of God… his power for life-change… the 
Wisdom of the Universe… the home for which every one secretly seeks… Jesus…. is for 
you.” This is the good news that you who are a follower of Jesus must keep engaging 
yourself and sharing with others. “4U+2.” 
 
 


