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S. Res. 315:  A resolution expressing 
support for the goals of both National 
Adoption Day and National Adoption 
Month 
Introduced: 11/18/2015 
Sponsor: Sen. Roy Blunt (R-MO) 
 

 

A resolution promoting national awareness of adoption and the 
children awaiting families, celebrating children and families involved 
in adoption, and encouraging the people of the U.S. to secure safety, 
permanency, and well-being for all children. Status: Submitted in the 
Senate, considered, and agreed to without amendment and with a 
preamble by unanimous consent 11/18/2015.Companion to H.R. Res. 
530. 
 

 
H.R. Res. 530:  A resolution 
expressing support for the goals of 
both "National Adoption Day" and 
"National Adoption Month" 
Introduced: 11/17/2015 
Sponsor: Rep. Trent Franks (R-AZ) 
 

 
A resolution promoting national awareness of adoption and the 
children awaiting families, celebrating children and families involved 
in adoption, and encouraging the people of the United States to 
secure safety, permanency, and well-being for all children. Status: 
Referred to Committee on Education and the Workforce 11/17/2015. 
Companion to S. Res. 315. 
 

 
H.R. 4043: Higher Education Access 
and Success for Homeless and Foster 
Youth Act 
Introduced: 11/17/2015 
Sponsor: Rep. Katherine Clark (D-MA) 
 
 

 
In an effort to amend the Higher Education Act of 1965 to improve 
the financial aid process for homeless children and youths and foster 
care children and youth, requires colleges and universities to 
improve outreach, resources, and policies for homeless and foster 
youth, including streamlining eligibility determinations for financial 
aid, providing housing options between terms, and designating a 
single point of contact for vulnerable students. Asks the federal 
government to provide ways to help resolve questions about a 
student’s independence and ensure its programs identify, recruit, 
and prepare homeless and foster students for college. Status: 
Referred to Committee on Education and the Workforce 11/17/2015. 
Companion bill to S. 2267.  
 

 
S. 2267: Higher Education Access and 
Success for Homeless and Foster 
Youth Act 
Introduced: 11/10/2015 
Sponsor: Sen. Patty Murray (R-WA) 
 

 
In an effort to amend the Higher Education Act of 1965 to improve 
the financial aid process for homeless children and youths and foster 
care children and youth, requires colleges and universities to 
improve outreach, resources, and policies for homeless and foster 
youth, including streamlining eligibility determinations for financial 
aid, providing housing options between terms, and designating a 
single point of contact for vulnerable students. Asks the federal 
government to provide ways to help resolve questions about a 
student’s independence and ensure its programs identify, recruit, 
and prepare homeless and foster students for college. Status: 
Referred to Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
11/10/2015.  Companion bill to H.R. 4043. 
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S. 2166: Timely Mental Health for 
Foster Youth Act 
Introduced: 10/8/2015 
Sponsor: Sen. Roy Blunt (R-MO) 
 

 
In an effort to support the mental health and well-being of foster 
youth, amends Part B of Title IV of the Social Security Act to ensure 
that mental health screenings are provided to children and youth 
upon entry into foster care and that mental health assessments are 
provided under certain circumstances. Status: Referred to the 
Committee on Finance 10/8/2015. 
 

 
H.R. 3641: Health Insurance for 
Former Foster Youth Act 
Introduced: 9/29/2015 
Sponsor: Rep. Karen Bass (D-CA) 
     

 
In an effort to better serve former foster youth, amends Title XIX of 
the Social Security Act to ensure health insurance coverage 
continuity for eligible former foster youth up to age 26 who move to 
another state. Status: Referred to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce 9/29/2015. Companion bill to S. 1852. 
 

 
 
S. 1964: Family Stability and Kinship 
Care Act of 2015 
Introduced: 8/5/2015 
Sponsor: Sen. Ron Wyden (D-OR) 

 
 
In an effort to enable states to provide enhanced support to children 
and families and prevent foster care placements, amends Parts B 
and E of Title IV of the Social Security Act to invest in funding 
prevention and family services. Allows Title IV-E reimbursement for 
time-limited family services when these are needed to prevent entry 
into foster care or allow children to exit foster care to family 
placements. Defines eligible population as children identified as 
candidates for foster care or who are in foster care, as well as the 
children’s family members. Status: Referred to the Committee on 
Finance 8/5/2015. 
 

 
S. 1932: All Kids Matter Act  
Introduced: 8/4/2015 
Sponsor: Sen. Michael Bennet (D-CO) 

 
In an effort to improve safety, permanency and well-being outcomes 
for children who need child welfare services, provides states with 
flexibility to use Title IV-E funding for state child welfare programs 
and requires states to issue regular, publicly available reports on 
their child welfare system performance. Status: Referred to the 
Committee on Finance 8/4/2015. 
 

 
H.R. 3428: Adoption Information Act 
Introduced: 7/29/2015 
Sponsor: Rep. Robert J. Wittman (R-
VA) 
 

 
In an effort to ensure that individuals receive information about 
adoption centers, amends Title X of the Public Health Service Act to 
require family planning service projects or programs to provide each 
person who inquires about their services with a pamphlet containing 
a comprehensive list of adoption centers in their state. Directs the 
Secretary to prepare, annually update, and distribute such 
pamphlets to such projects or programs. Status: Referred to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce Health: Subcommittee on 
Health 7/29/2015. 
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H.R. 3365: Women Veterans and 
Families Health Services Act of 2015 
 Introduced:  7/29/2015 
Sponsor: Rep. Rick Larsen (D-WA) 
 

 
In an effort to improve the reproductive assistance provided by the 
Department of Defense and the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
provides financial support, not to exceed the limitation amount, to 
severely wounded, ill, or injured members of the Armed Forces, 
veterans, and their spouses or partners, for the adoption of one or 
more children. Status: Referred to the Committee on Veterans' 
Affairs: Subcommittee on Health 8/6/2015. Companion Bill to S. 469. 
  

 
H.R. 3221: Homeless and Foster Youth 
Achievement Act 
Introduced: 7/27/2015 
Sponsor: Rep. Katherine Clark (D- 
    MA) 

 
In an effort to help homeless and foster youth stay in school and 
achieve their academic goals, amends the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act to require states to include information on 
the academic progress of homeless children and children in foster 
care in annual state report cards. Status: Referred to the Committee 
on Education and the Workforce 7/22/2015. 
 

 
S. 1852: Health Insurance for Former 
Foster Youth Act  
Introduced: 7/23/2015 
Sponsor: Sen. Robert Casey (D-PA) 
 

 
In an effort to better serve former foster youth, amends Title XIX of 
the Social Security Act to ensure health insurance coverage 
continuity for eligible former foster youth up to age 26 who move to 
another state. Status: Referred to the Committee on Finance 
7/23/2015. Companion Bill to H.R. 3641. 
 

 
H.R. 3160: Foster Youth 
Independence Act of 2015 
Introduced: 7/22/2015 
Sponsor: Rep. Karen Bass (D-CA) 
 

 
In an effort to assist youth who age out of foster care in making a 
successful transition into adulthood, amends Part E of Title IV of the 
Social Security Act to allow states that have opted to extend the 
John H. Chafee Foster Care Independence Program for youth up to 
age 21, to use existing funds up to age 23. Status: Referred to the 
Committee on Ways and Means 7/22/2015. Companion Bill to S. 
1439. 
 

 
H.R. 3087: Education Stability for 
Foster Youth Act 
Introduced: 7/16/2015 
Sponsor: Rep. Danny Davis (D-IL) 
 
 
 
 

 
In an effort to ensure educational stability for children in foster care, 
amends the Elementary and Secondary Education Act by requiring 
districts to create educational liaisons for child welfare agencies, to 
allow foster students to stay at their school of origin if they move or 
change homes, and to provide transportation from their new home 
to the school. Status: Referred to the Committee on Education and 
the Workforce; Committee on Financial Service 7/16/2015. 
Companion Bill to S. 1639. 
 

 
S. 1770: Youth PROMISE Act 
Introduced: 7/15/2015 
Sponsor: Sen. Robert Casey (D-PA) 
 

 
In an effort to improve evidence-based and promising practices with 
regard to juvenile delinquency and prevention, amends the Juvenile 
Justices and Delinquency Prevention Act to establish a Youth Prison 
Reduction through Opportunities, Mentoring, Intervention, Support, 
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and Education (PROMISE) Advisory Panel to assist the Office of 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention in assessing and 
developing standards and evidence-based and promising practices, 
and collecting data in designated geographic areas. Status: Referred 
to the Committee on Judiciary 7/15/2015. Companion Bill to H.R. 
2197. 
 

 
S. Amdt. 2169: Every Child Achieves 
Act of 2015 
Introduced: 7/14/2015 
Sponsor: Sen. Cory Booker (D-NJ) 

 

 
Amends the Elementary and Secondary Education Act by requiring a 
state’s report card to include information on the graduation rates of 
homeless children and children in foster care. Status: Passed Senate 
7/15/2015. 
 

 
H.R. 2922: Adoptive Family Relief Act 
Introduced: 6/25/2015 
Sponsor: Rep. Trent Franks (R-AZ) 
 

 
In an effort to provide financial relief to families who have adopted 
children from the Democratic Republic of the Congo, which has 
refused to issue exit permits to legally-adopted children since 
September 2013, amends Section 221 of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act to waive immigrant visa renewal fees in exceptional 
circumstances when children are unable to immigrate to the U.S. 
within the 6-month visa expiration date. Status: Passed House 
10/6/2015. Companion Bill to S. 1300. 
 

 
S. 1637: The Protecting Adoption and 
Promoting Responsible Fatherhood 
Act of 2015 
Introduced: 6/18/2015 
Sponsor: Sen. James Inhofe (R-OK) 

 
In an effort to help place children in permanent homes more quickly 
and to ensure birth fathers’ rights are protected, creates an 
electronic National Responsible Father Registry that encourages 
states with already existing registries to provide their data to the 
new National Registry. In states lacking a registry, allows fathers to 
register directly with the National Registry, and authorizes the 
Secretary to make grants to create registries or to modify existing 
registries in accordance with national standards. Status: Referred to 
the Committee on Finance 6/18/2015. Companion Bill to H.R. 2818. 
 

 
S. 1639: Education Stability of Foster 
Youth Act 
Introduced: 6/18/2015 
Sponsor: Sen. Al Franken (D-MN) 

 
In an effort to ensure educational stability for children in foster care, 
amends the Elementary and Secondary Education Act by requiring 
districts to create educational liaisons for child welfare agencies, to 
allow foster students to stay at their school of origin if they move or 
change homes, and to provide transportation from their new home 
to the school. Status: Referred to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions 6/18/2015. Companion Bill to H.R. 
3087.  
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H.R. 2818: The Protecting Adoption 
and Promoting Responsible 
Fatherhood Act of 2015  
Introduced: 6/18/2015 
Sponsor: Rep. Vicky Hartzler (R-MO) 
 

 
In an effort to help place children in permanent homes more quickly 
and to ensure birth fathers’ rights are protected, creates an 
electronic National Responsible Father Registry that encourages 
states with already existing registries to provide their data to the 
new National Registry. In states lacking a registry, allows fathers to 
register directly with the National Registry, and authorizes the 
Secretary to make grants to create registries or to modify existing 
registries in accordance with national standards. Status: Referred to 
the Committee on Ways and Means 6/18/2015. Companion Bill to S. 
1637 
 

 
H.R. 2751: Alyce Spotted Bear and 
Walter Soboleff Commission on 
Native Children Act 
Introduced: 6/12/2015 
Sponsor: Rep. Betty McCollum (D- 
    MN) 

 
In an effort to ensure greater well-being of Native American children 
in foster care, establishes a Commission on Native American 
children in the Office of Tribal Justice of the Department of Justice to 
conduct a comprehensive study of federal, state, local and tribal 
programs that serve Native American children, including those in 
foster care. Status: Referred to Committee on Natural Resources: 
Subcommittee on Indian, Insular and Alaska Native Affairs. 
6/12/2015. Companion Bill to S. 246. 
 

 
S. 1439: Foster Youth Independence 
Act of 2015 
Introduced: 5/21/2015 
Sponsor: Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-IA) 
 

 
In an effort to assist youth who age out of foster care in making a 
successful transition into adulthood, amends Part E of Title IV of the 
Social Security Act to allow states that have opted to extend the 
John H. Chafee Foster Care Independence Program for youth up to 
age 21, to use existing funds up to age 23. Status: Referred to the 
Committee on Finance 5/21/2015. Companion Bill to H.R. 3160. 
 

 
H.R. 2449: Every Child Deserves a 
Family Act 
Introduced: 5/19/2015 
Sponsor: Rep. John Lewis (D-GA) 
 

 
In an effort to open more homes to foster children, prohibits 
discrimination in adoption and foster care placements based on the 
sexual orientation, gender identity, or marital status of any 
prospective adoptive or foster parent, or the sexual orientation or 
gender identity of the child involved. Status: Referred to the 
Committee on Ways and Means 5/19/2015. Companion Bill to S. 
1382. 
 

 
S. 1382: Every Child Deserves a Family 
Act 
Introduced: 5/19/2015 
Sponsor: Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D- 
    NY) 

 
In an effort to open more homes to foster children, prohibits 
discrimination in adoption and foster care placements based on the 
sexual orientation, gender identity, or marital status of any 
prospective adoptive or foster parent, or the sexual orientation or 
gender identity of the child involved. Status: Referred to the 
Committee on Finance 5/19/2015. Companion Bill to H.R. 2449. 
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H.R. 2408: Child Poverty Reduction 
Act of 2015 
Introduced: 5/19/2015 
Sponsor: Danny Davis (D-IL) 

 
In an effort to reduce child poverty in the United States, establishes 
the Federal Interagency Working Group on Reducing Child Poverty 
within the Administration for Children and Families of the 
Department of Health and Human Services. Status: Referred to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 5/19/2015. 
 

 
H.R. 2434: Adoption Tax Credit 
Refundability Act of 2015 
    Introduced: 5/19/2015 
    Sponsor: Rep. Diane Black (R-TN) 
 
 
 

 
In an effort to provide equitable financial support to families wishing 
to adopt, amends the Internal Revenue Code to provide for a 
refundable adoption tax credit. Restores the refundable provision 
that applied to the adoption tax credit in 2010 and 2011. Status: 
Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means 5/19/2015. 
Companion Bill to S. 950. 
 

 
S. 1300: Adoptive Family Relief Act 
    Introduced: 5/12/2015 
    Sponsor: Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D- 
    CA) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In an effort to provide financial relief to families who have adopted 
children from the Democratic Republic of the Congo, which has 
refused to issue exit permits to legally-adopted children since 
September 2013, amends Section 221 of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act to waive immigrant visa renewal fees in exceptional 
circumstances when children are unable to immigrate to the U.S. 
within the 6-month visa expiration date. Status: Presented to the 
President 10/8/2015. Companion Bill to H.R. 2922. 
 

 
S. 1254: Families for Foster Youth 
Stamp Act  
    Introduced: 5/7/2015 
    Sponsor: Sen. Chuck Grassley (R- IA) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In an effort to generate funding for programs that support 
permanency outcomes for foster youth, provides for the issuance 
and sale by the United States Postal Service of a semi-postal stamps. 
A portion of the proceeds will go toward the Department of Health 
and Human Services to support the Adoption Opportunities 
Program. The funds would be used for a variety of services, including 
the increase adoptions of minority and older children; support of the 
placement in kinship care arrangements, pre-adoptive, or adoptive 
homes; post-legal adoption services for families who have adopted 
children with special needs; and data gathering, adoption training 
and technical assistance, and efforts to eliminate interjurisdictional 
adoption barriers. Status: Referred to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs 5/7/2015. 

 
S. Res. 168: Recognizing National 
Foster Care Month 
    Introduced: 5/5/2015 
    Sponsor: Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-IA) 
 
 

 
In an effort to advance the agenda on issues related to foster youth, 
recognizes National Foster Care Month as an opportunity to raise 
awareness about the challenges of children in foster care, highlight 
the importance of permanency for every child, and recognize the 
essential role that foster parents, social workers, and advocates 
have in the lives of these children. Status: Resolution agreed to in 
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Senate without amendment and with a preamble by Unanimous 
Consent 5/21/2015. Companion resolution to H. Res. 251. 
 

 
H. Res. 251: Recognizing National 
Foster Care Month 
    Introduced: 5/5/2015 
    Sponsor: Rep. Karen Bass (D-CA) 
 
 
 
 

 
In an effort to advance the agenda on issues related to foster youth, 
recognizes National Foster Care Month as an opportunity to raise 
awareness about the challenges of children in the foster care 
system, highlight the importance of permanency for every child, and 
recognize the essential role that foster parents, social workers, and 
advocates have in the lives of children in foster care throughout the 
U.S. Status: Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means 
5/5/2015. Companion resolution to S. Res. 168. 
 

 
H.R. 2197: Youth PROMISE Act 
    Introduced: 5/1/2015 
    Sponsor: Rep. Robert Scott (D-VA) 
 

 
In an effort to improve evidence-based and promising practices with 
regard to juvenile delinquency and prevention, amends the Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act to establish a Youth Prison 
Reduction through Opportunities, Mentoring, Intervention, Support, 
and Education (PROMISE) Advisory Panel to assist the Office of 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention in assessing and 
developing standards and evidence-based and promising practices, 
and collecting data in designated geographic areas. Status: Referred 
to the Committee on Education and the Workforce 5/1/2015. 
Companion Bill to S. 1770. 
 

 
S. 1177: Every Child Achieves Act 
    Introduced: 4/30/2015 
    Sponsor: Sen. Lamar Alexander (R- 
    TN) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In an effort to improve educational outcomes for foster youth, 
reauthorizes the Elementary and Secondary Education Act with a 
stipulation requiring states to track the achievement data of 
students in foster care for the first time. By including foster youth as 
a subgroup when disaggregating achievement data for various 
subgroups, including African-Americans, English Learners and Special 
Needs students, schools, districts, and states may identify trends in 
achievement and better direct resources. Also requires states to 
ensure that foster children are immediately enrolled in in school 
even if they don’t possess records required to enroll, and puts the 
onus on new school to secure records from the previous school. 
Status: Passed Senate 7/16/2015. 
 

 
H.R. 2068: Protecting Adopted 
Children Act 
    Introduced: 4/28/2015 
    Sponsor: Rep. Jim Langevin (D-RI) 
 
 

 
In an effort to ensure safety and well-being of adopted children, 
establishes pre- and post-adoption services and expands the scope 
of the existing Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) Task Force in 
the Department of Justice to include combating the illegal transfer 
of a child (“rehoming”). Status: Referred to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce: Subcommittee on Health; Committee on Judiciary; 
Committee on Ways and Means 5/1/2015. Companion Bill to S. 369. 
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S. 1089: Social Impact Partnership Act  
    Introduced: 4/27/2015 
    Sponsor: Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In an effort to reduce the number of youth in foster care, as well as 
improve social programs, amends Title XX of the Social Security Act 
to add a new Part C for Social Impact Partnerships. Creates public-
private partnerships using a “pay-for-performance” model in which 
government enters into an agreement with a service intermediary 
that agrees to deliver a set of services with measurable outcomes 
outlined in a feasibility study. Also aims to provide long-term savings 
to local, state, and federal governments. Makes appropriations for 
10 years to carry out this Act; establishes the Federal Interagency 
Council on Social Impact Partnerships; and, amends the Community 
Reinvestment Act to require the appropriate federal financial 
supervisory agency to consider, in assessing and taking into account 
the record of a financial institution in meeting the credit needs of its 
entire community, its investments in social impact partnership 
projects. Status: Referred to the Committee on Finance 4/27/2015. 
Companion Bill to H.R. 1336. 
 

 
S. 950: Adoption Tax Credit 
Refundability Act of 2015  
    Introduced: 4/15/2015 
    Sponsor: Sen. Bob Casey (D-PA) 
 
 
 

 
In an effort to provide more equitable financial support for families 
wishing to adopt, amends the Internal Revenue Code to provide for 
a refundable adoption tax credit. Restores the refundable provisions 
that applied to the adoption tax credit in 2010 and 2011. Status: 
Referred to the Committee on Finance 4/15/2015. Companion Bill to 
H.R. 2434. 

 
H.R. 1868: Rehab and Ahmed Amer 
Foster Care Improvement Act of 2015  
    Introduced: 4/15/2015 
    Sponsor: Rep. John Conyers, Jr. (D- 
    MI) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In an effort to better serve youth in foster care, amends Part E of 
Title IV of the Social Security Act to require states to follow certain 
procedures in placing a child who has been removed from the 
custody of his or her parents, including notification within 30 days to 
all adult relatives of the child, explanation of options under federal, 
state, and local law for the care and placement of the child, and a 
description of requirements to become a foster family along with 
additional supports available for the child. Status: Referred to the 
Committee on Ways and Means 4/16/2015. 
 

 
S. Amdt. 950: Deficit-neutral reserve 
fund relating to promoting the return 
of children who have been legally 
adopted by United States citizens 
from the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo 
    Introduced: 3/25/2015 
    Sponsor: Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-  

 
Amends S. Con. Res. 11 by creating a deficit-neutral reserve fund in 
Section 393 for the purpose of promoting the return of children who 
have been legally adopted by U.S. citizens from the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo yet denied exit visas to leave the country. 
Status: Passed Senate by Unanimous Consent 3/27/2015. 
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    KY) 
 
 
S. 835: Tribal Adoption Parity Act 
    Introduced: 3/23/2015 
    Sponsor: Sen. Haiti Heitkamp (D-ND) 
 
 

 
In an effort to financially aid Native American families with special 
needs children, amends the Internal Revenue Code to allow Indian 
tribes to make the determination that a child is a child with special 
needs for purposes of the adoption tax credit. Status: Referred to 
the Committee on Finance 3/23/2015. Companion Bill to H.R. 1542. 
 

 
H.R. 1542: Tribal Adoption Parity Act 
    Introduced: 3/23/2015 
    Sponsor: Rep. Derek Kilmer (D-WA) 
 
 

 
In an effort to financially aid Native American families with special 
needs children, amends the Internal Revenue Code to allow Indian 
tribes to make the determination that a child is a child with special 
needs for purposes of the adoption tax credit. Status: Referred to 
the Committee on Ways and Means 3/23/2015. Companion Bill to S. 
835. 
 

 
H.R. 1336: Social Impact Partnership 
Act 
    Introduced: 3/4/2015 
    Sponsor: Rep. Todd Young (R-IN) 
 

 
In an effort to reduce the amount of youth in foster care, as well as 
improve social programs, amends Title XX of the Social Security Act 
to add a new Part C for Social Impact Partnerships. Creates public-
private partnerships using a “pay-for-performance” model in which 
government enters into an agreement with a service intermediary 
that agrees to deliver a set of services with measurable outcomes 
outlined in a feasibility study. Also aims to provide long-term savings 
to local, state, and federal governments. Makes appropriations for 
10 years to carry out this Act; establishes the Federal Interagency 
Council on Social Impact Partnerships; and, amends the Community 
Reinvestment Act to require the appropriate federal financial 
supervisory agency to consider, assessing the record of a the 
institution in meeting the credit needs of its entire community, its 
investments in social impact partnership projects. Status: Referred 
to Committee on Financial Services 3/4/2015. Companion Bill to S. 
1089. 
 

 
S. 664: Foster Care Tax Credit Act 
    Introduced: 3/4/2015 
    Sponsor: Sen. Heidi Heitkamp (D- 
    ND) 
 

 
In an effort to encourage more adults to become foster parents, 
amends the Internal Revenue Code to create a tax credit of up to 
$1,000 each year for foster families who care for children for six 
months or less and are currently not eligible for tax credit assistance 
under the Child Tax Credit, which requires the child be under the age 
of 17 and have lived in the household for more than half a year. 
Status: Referred to the Committee on Finance 3/4/2015. 
 

 
S. 667: Child Welfare Provider 
Inclusion Act of 2015 
    Introduced: 3/4/2015 
    Sponsor: Sen. Michael Enzi (R-WY) 

 
In an effort to ensure that organizations with religious or moral 
beliefs are allowed to continue to provide services for children, 
prohibits the federal government, and states receiving federal 
funding under Parts B or E of Title IV of the Social Security Act, from 
discriminating or taking an adverse action against a child welfare 

https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/114/hr1542/text
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/114/hr1542/text
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https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/114/s664
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https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/114/s667


The Congressional Coalition on Adoption Institute does not endorse specific legislation. 
Information on legislation contained in this document is for educational purposes only. 

 

Updated as of: 12/10/2015, Page 10 
 

service provider that declines to provide, facilitate, or refer for a 
child welfare service that conflicts with the provider's sincerely held 
religious beliefs or moral convictions. Status: Referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 3/4/2015. Companion Bill to H.R. 1299. 
 

 
H.R. 1299: Child Welfare Provider 
Inclusion Act of 2015 
    Introduced: 3/4/2015 
    Sponsor: Rep. Mike Kelly (R-PA) 

 
In an effort to ensure that organizations with religious or moral 
beliefs are allowed to continue to provide services for children, 
prohibits the federal government, and states receiving federal 
funding under Parts B or E of Title IV of the Social Security Act, from 
discriminating or taking an adverse action against a child welfare 
service provider that declines to provide, facilitate, or refer for a 
child welfare service that conflicts with the provider's sincerely held 
religious beliefs or moral convictions. Status: Referred to the 
Committee on Ways and Means 3/4/2015. Companion Bill to S. 667. 
 

 
S. 622: Family Engagement in 
Education Act of 2015 
    Introduced: 3/2/2015 
    Sponsor: Sen. Jack Reed (D-RI) 

 
In an effort to improve parent involvement for disadvantaged youth, 
amends Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act to 
create Family Engagement Centers with grants awarded to 
statewide nonprofits that provide training and support to local 
educational agencies on family engagement for low-income families, 
limited English proficient individuals, minorities, parents of special 
needs children, and foster parents. Status: Referred to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 3/2/2015. 
Companion Bill to H.R. 1194. 
 
 

 
H.R. 1194: Family Engagement in 
Education Act of 2015 
    Introduced: 3/2/2015 
    Sponsor: Rep. Glenn Thompson (R- 
    PA) 
 
 
 
 

 
In an effort to improve parent involvement for disadvantaged youth, 
amends Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act to 
create Family Engagement Centers with grants awarded to 
statewide nonprofits that provide training and support to local 
educational agencies on family engagement for low-income families, 
limited English proficient individuals, minorities, parents of special 
needs children, and foster parents. Status: Referred to the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce: Subcommittee on Early 
Childhood, Elementary and Secondary Education 4/29/2015. 
Companion Bill to S. 622.  
 

 
H.R. 1168: Native American Children’s 
Safety Act 
    Introduced: 2/27/2015 
    Sponsor: Rep. Kevin Cramer (R-ND) 
 
 

 
In an effort to promote the safety of Native American children in 
foster care, amends the Indian Child Protection and Family Violence 
Prevention Act to require criminal background checks before foster 
care placements are made in tribal court proceedings. Status: 
Passed House, received in the Senate 6/2/2015. Companion Bill to S. 
184. 
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https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/114/s622/text
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S. 469: Women Veterans and Families 
Health Services Act of 2015 
    Introduced: 2/11/2015 
    Sponsor: Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA) 

In an effort to improve the reproductive assistance provided by the 
Department of Defense and the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
provides financial support, not to exceed the limitation amount, to 
severely wounded, ill, or injured members of the Armed Forces, 
veterans, and their spouses or partners, for the adoption of one or 
more children. Status: Referred to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs Markup 7/22/2015. Companion Bill to H.R. 3365. 
 

 
S. 429: Family-Based Foster Care 
Services Act     
    Introduced: 2/10/2015 
    Sponsor: Sen. Tammy Baldwin (D- 
    WI) 
 
 
 

 
In an effort to support the mental health and well-being of foster 
youth, amends Title XIX of the Social Security Act to extend medical 
assistance coverage to therapeutic foster care services, and requires 
a qualified therapeutic foster care program to be state-licensed and 
provide foster care children under age 21 with structured daily 
activities. In addition, requires biological parents, kinship caregivers 
and foster care parents be provided with specialized training and 
consultation in the management of children with mental illness, 
trauma, other emotional  or behavioral disorders, medically fragile 
conditions or developmental disabilities, and be provided with 
specific additional training on the needs of each child provided such 
services. Status: Referred to the Committee on Finance 2/10/2015. 
Companion Bill to H.R. 835. 
 

 
H.R. 835: Family-Based Foster Care 
Services Act of 2015 
    Introduced: 2/10/2015 
    Sponsor: Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In an effort to support the mental health and well-being of foster 
youth, amends Title XIX of the Social Security Act to extend medical 
assistance coverage to therapeutic foster care services, and requires 
a qualified therapeutic foster care program to be state-licensed and 
provide foster care children under age 21 with structured daily 
activities. In addition, requires biological parents, kinship caregivers 
and foster care parents be provided with specialized training and 
consultation in the management of children with mental illness, 
trauma, other emotional  or behavioral disorders, medically fragile 
conditions or developmental disabilities, and be provided with 
specific additional training on the needs of each child provided such 
services. Status: Referred to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce: Subcommittee on Health 2/13/2015. Companion Bill to S. 
429. 
 

 
S. 369: Supporting Adoptive Families 
Act 
    Introduced: 2/4/2015 
    Sponsor: Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D- 
    MN) 
 
 
 
 

 
In an effort to promote adoption efforts and support healthy 
families, amends parts of the Social Security Act and Public Health 
Service Act to enhance pre- and post-adoptive support services. 
Specifically, amends Part B of Title IV of the Social Security Act to 
make it a purpose of the Stephanie Tubbs Jones Child Welfare 
Services Program to promote efforts to prevent children from 
entering the foster care system. Also extends adoption promotion 
and support services to those designed to support intercountry and 
domestic adoptions. Amends Part E of Title IV of the Social Security 

https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/114/s469
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Act to revise requirements for state expenditures for adoption 
support services. Amends Part B of Title V of the Public Health 
Service Act to direct the Administrator of the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration to award grants or 
cooperative agreements to implement state-sponsored or tribal 
post-adoption mental health service programs for adopted children. 
Amends Part D of Title IV of the Social Security Act to require states 
to report the disruption and dissolution of adoptions. Status: 
Referred to the Committee on Finance 2/4/2015. Companion Bill to 
H.R. 2068. 
 

 
H.R. 562: Improving Education for 
Foster Youth Act 
    Introduced: 1/27/2015 
    Sponsor: Rep. Alan Grayson (D- 
    FL) 

 
In an effort to improve foster youth education, requires states that 
receive assistance under this Act to implement policies ensuring that 
a child in foster care who is changing schools can transfer school 
credits and receive partial credits for coursework satisfactorily 
completed while attending a previous school or educational 
program. Status: Referred to the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce: Subcommittee on Early Childhood, Elementary, and 
Secondary Education 4/29/2015. 
 

 
H.R. 469: Strengthening Child Welfare 
Response to Trafficking Act of 2015 
    Introduced:  1/22/2015 
    Sponsor: Karen Bass (D-CA) 

 
In an effort to protect child victims of sex trafficking, amends the 
Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act to condition eligibility to 
receive a state grant for child abuse or neglect prevention and 
treatment programs on inclusion in the state plan of a certification 
by the governor that the state has in effect and is enforcing a state 
law, or is operating a statewide program, that includes provisions 
and procedures to identify and assess reports involving children who 
are sex trafficking victims, train representatives of the state child 
protective services about identifying and assessing such children, 
and identify services and procedures for appropriate referral to 
address the needs of such children. Status: Passed House amended 
and referred to the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions 1/27/2015. 
 

 
S. 246: Alyce Spotted Bear and Walter 
Soboleff Commission on Native 
Children Act 
    Introduced: 1/22/2015 
    Sponsor: Sen. Heidi Heitkamp (D- 
    ND) 

 
In an effort to ensure greater well-being of Native American children 
in foster care, establishes a Commission on Native American 
children in the Office of Tribal Justice of the Department of Justice to 
conduct a comprehensive study of federal, state, local and tribal 
programs that serve Native American children, including those in 
foster care. Status: Passed Senate, referred to Committee on Natural 
Resources: Subcommittee on Indian, Insular and Alaska Native 
Affairs. 6/1/2015. Companion Bill to H.R. 2751. 
 

 
S. 184: Native American Children’s 
Safety Act 

 
In an effort to promote Native children’s safety, amends the Indian 
Child Protection and Family Violence Prevention Act to specify the 

https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/114/hr562/text
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/114/hr562/text
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    Introduced: 1/16/2015 
    Sponsor: Sen. John Hoeven (R-ND) 

procedures for criminal background checks of adults involved in 
foster care by tribal social service agencies. These background 
checks may be waived by the tribal social service agency in the event 
of an emergency foster care placement. Status: Passed Senate 
without amendment by Unanimous Consent, received in the House 
6/1/2015. Companion Bill to H.R. 1168. 
 

 
H.R. 311: Adoption Promotion Act of 
2015 
    Introduced: 1/13/2015 
    Sponsor: Rep. Bill Long (R-MO) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In an effort to include adoption counseling for pregnant women, 
amends the Public Health Service Act to direct the Department of 
Health and Human Services to ensure the option of counseling 
funded through training grants for family planning personnel include 
adoption counseling provided by licensed social workers or 
counselors with experience in adoption practice. Also requires 
research related to family planning and population to include the 
collection of data related to the number of pregnancy tests 
administered and their results, as well as the quality, consistency, 
and outcomes of pregnancy options counseling. Status: Referred to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce: Subcommittee on Health 
1/16/2015. 
 

 
H.R. 296: Justice for Victims of 
Trafficking Act of 2015 
    Introduced: 1/13/2015 
    Sponsor: Rep. Ted Poe (R-TX) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In an effort to promote foster children’s safety, Section 8 amends 
the Crime Control Act to require law enforcement to upload recent 
photos of missing children into the National Crime Information 
Center computer networks when available and to notify the 
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children of any child 
reported missing from a foster care family home or childcare 
institution. Status: Referred to the Judiciary Subcommittee on Crime, 
Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations 2/2/2015. 
Companion Bill to S. 178. 

 
S. 178: Justice for Victims of 
Trafficking Act of 2015 
    Introduced: 1/13/2015 
    Sponsor: Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In an effort to promote foster children’s safety, Section 116 amends 
the Crime Control Act to require the law enforcement agency that 
enters a missing children report with the National Crime Information 
Center to include a recent photograph of the child when available, 
and to notify the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children 
of any child reported missing from a foster care family home or 
childcare institution. Also requires the Office of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention’s website to include a database of resources 
for trafficking victim advocates, crisis personnel, foster parents, and 
victims. Status: Became Public Law No: 114-22 5/29/2015. 
Companion Bill to H.R. 296. 
 
 

 
H.R. 181: Justice for Victims of 
Trafficking Act of 2015 

 
In an effort to promote foster children’s safety through increased 
interagency communication, amends the Crime Control Act to 
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    Introduced: 1/7/2015 
    Sponsor: Rep. Ted Poe (R-TX) 
 

require the law enforcement agency that enters a missing children 
report with the National Crime Information Center to include a 
recent photograph of the child when available, and to notify the 
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children of any child 
reported missing from a foster care family home or childcare 
institution. Status: Passed House amended, referred to the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary 2/4/2015. 
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