
 

 

Please be seated while our Mace Bearers remain standing on stage. 
 
Our Mace Bearer today is Sandy Duling, who is retiring as Director of the Library after 33 
years of tireless service to Castleton.  Ever since the Middle Ages, it has been the mace 
bearer's responsibility at Commencement to protect the person in authority (for the 
moment, that’s me), and I am grateful to you, Sandy, for protecting me today as zealously as 
you have served the students and faculty of this institution for the past three decades. 
 
Sandy is joined today by a group of Honorary Mace Bearers, who personify the various 
stages this institution has passed through since it was founded in 1787, the year that the 
Constitution was written.  
 
In the first half of the 20th century, we were known as Castleton Normal School.  Sandy, 
please pass the mace to a graduate of Castleton Normal School: Helen Allen, class of 1941.  
(I will do the math for you: Helen graduated 75 years ago.)  Helen is being assisted by her 
great grandson Jonathan Boulet, who is a member of this year’s Senior class and who will 
be graduating in about thirty minutes.  Helen, I have a surprise for you.  I have a 
commemorative diploma for you as the first graduate, 75 years later, of Castleton 
University! 
 
After World War II, we evolved into Castleton State Teachers College.   
Helen and Jonathan: please pass the mace to two alums from Castleton State Teachers 
College: Gary and Mary Quinn, class of 1960.  (Gary and Mary began dating during their 
Sophomore year at Castleton and have been together ever since.  They are two of my many 
favorite alums, with both of them assuming an almost full time job here as unpaid 
volunteers giving back to their beloved alma mater.) 
 
In 1962, we evolved into Castleton State College.  Gary and Mary: please pass the mace to 
an alum of Castleton State College: Chuck Memoe, class of 1963, a stellar and legendary 
student athlete at Castleton. 
 
Last summer, we evolved into a modern, vibrant university that is proud of its history—as 
represented by these distinguished alums—and excited about its future.  Chuck: please 
pass the mace to the future: Senior Class President Colleen Kunz, who is accepting the mace 
on behalf of the first graduating class of Castleton University.   (Remember, Colleen: it is 
now your job to protect the person in authority.) 
 
Thank you so much to our Mace Bearers.  You have honored us by your presence here 
today, and by the manner in which you have conducted your lives. 
 
"Now please stand while Juliette Berry from the Class of 2016, leads us in singing the 
National Anthem.” 
 
NATIONAL ANTHEM SUNG 



 

 

 
“Please be seated. 
 
"Thank you, Juliette. 
 
"Now, formally, welcome to Castleton’s 229th Commencement. I would also like to 
welcome thousands of others who, thanks to Northeast Sports Network, are watching at 
home on their computers or, if they are savvy enough, or perhaps young enough, on their 
televisions.  
 
“I am Dave Wolk, and I have had the pleasure and honor of being Castleton's president 
since 2001.   For me, this is Commencement #15, our largest ever, with 533 graduating, 
thirty more than last year. 
 
“A lot has changed since 2001 and these graduating seniors have been an important part of 
many of these more recent improvements.   
 
“I want you graduates to remember the role you have played. We have seen significant 
transformations in your life here, including the continuing enhancement of academic life 
and the quality of our students (including all of you!), with even more excitement ahead of 
us.  And here we are right next to the beautiful, solar powered and wind powered Hoff Hall 
and this amazing Pavilion, unlike anything in the country, bigger than any other covered 
outdoor venue in Vermont, where we have had free public skating throughout the winters, 
but not this one, and a myriad of events here in warmer weather, including several 
weddings.  Maybe you will have yours here some day?  Maybe you won’t invite quite so 
many people. At any rate, I hope you will always come back to see the wonder and beauty 
of our new and improved campus. 
 
“Missing from our ceremony today, but not missing in spirit, are two students who would 
have graduated with you, as well as a graduate from last year and a friend of theirs who 
attended UVM.   So at this moment I would ask you to take a deep breath and remember 
our friends Samm and Owen, as well as Caleb and Andrew.  We will not forget you. 
 
“Thank you. 
 
“One of the many improvements at Castleton has been our recent influx of talented 
international students, now representing forty countries.   
 
“I would like to draw your attention to the flags behind me.  These flags represent our 
international students who are graduating today.  These students came to the United States 
from Bermuda, Canada, and Sweden to pursue their higher education.  Tomorrow, with 
their Castleton diploma in hand, they will return to their home countries to commence the 
next phase of their lives.   
 



 

 

“Another population among the graduates today is our New Americans, those students who 
emigrated from eight different countries in Africa, Asia, and South America to live  
 
permanently in the United States.  These students have also successfully completed their 
Castleton degree---an accomplishment made more remarkable by the fact that English is 
their second or sometimes even third language.  
 
“We are so proud of all of you.  We welcomed you with the warm embrace of a loving family, 
and we are grateful to you for enriching our community.  You have made us better people.  
And we look forward to learning about your many successes in the future. 
 
“Castleton remains a special place where learning is valued, where individual differences 
are respected and honored, where well-educated and compassionate professors care about 
their students, where students prepare themselves for ever-changing careers, knowing that 
learning a living is as important as earning a living.  
 
“For you graduates this is a day of great excitement and some mixed emotions.  It is a 
bittersweet day for me because I have come to know and love so many of you.  I ask you to 
always remember your special place in the small University with the big heart.    Thank you 
and Keep Smiling."  
 
"At this time I want to recognize the members of the platform party. Please hold your 
applause until all have been introduced. 
 
"From your left are: 
 
Sandy Duling, Director of the Calvin Coolidge Library, serving as the Mace Bearer; 
Ingrid Johnston-Robledo, Dean of Arts, Sciences, and Community Engagement; 
Richard Reardon, Director of Education; 
Aly Richards, member of the Vermont Sate Colleges Board of Trustees; 
Kraig Hannum, member of the Vermont Sate Colleges Board of Trustees; 
Captain Richard Phillips, who will deliver the Commencement address;  
Martha O’Connor, chair of the Vermont State Colleges Board of Trustees; 
Jeb Spaulding, chancellor of the Vermont State Colleges; 
Christopher Macfarlane, member of the Vermont Sate Colleges Board of Trustees; 
Tony Peffer, Chief Academic Officer;  
Jonathan Spiro, Dean of Humanities, Social Sciences, and Faculty Mentoring; and 
Helen Mango, Professor of Geochemistry, President of the Faculty Assembly, serving as the 
Platform Marshal for today's ceremony." 
 
"I would also like to recognize today's marshals. I ask that each of them stand and remain 
standing until all are introduced. Please hold your applause. 
 
Faculty Marshals, Professors Denny Shramek and Joyce Thomas;  
 



 

 

Class marshals, Terry Bergen; and Andy Weinberg. 
 
 
and also our Degree Marshals, 
Angela Smith,   
Adam Chill, 
Bob Gershon 
Sherrill Blodget,  
Monica McEnerny,  
Lillian Jackson, and 
Marybeth Lennox. 
 
Thanks to all of you." 
 
“I would like to recognize two distinguished members of our faculty who are with us today, 
 Jeff Freeman, Professor Emeritus, and  
Elizabeth Sumner, Professor Emerita. 
 
"I would also like to thank the members of the Alumni Association who carried the degree 
banners in today’s ceremony. Would you please stand and be recognized? 
 
 “I also want to thank Assistant Professor of Music Paul Kafer and the Castleton Wind 
Ensemble for providing the wonderful music today.  
 
"Castleton is all about family, and our commencement would not be complete if we did not 
recognize the support and love of family and friends. You are more than just the audience; 
you are an essential part of this ceremony. I ask the parents, grandparents, spouses, 
children, extended families, friends and significant others to stand and receive our 
appreciation." 
 
"Beside me is the faculty from Castleton's more than 30 academic programs. They are 
knowledgeable, creative, and caring. Most importantly they are good teachers.  Our faculty 
know a lot, and they care a lot. 
 
Will the faculty please rise -- and will the rest of you join me in recognizing them?" 
 
"The faculty is supported by a dedicated team of staff and administrators. I would also like 
to recognize some of the behind the scenes unsung heroes who work so diligently on 
events like this, and particularly our entire Public Safety staff, as well as Victoria Angis, 
Brigette Olson, Lori Phillips, Karen Sanborn, Macarthur Stine and the tech crew, and 
especially Rick Wareing, Chuck Lavoie and the Facilities staff. Will all staff and 
administrators present please rise to accept our appreciation?  
 
“It is now my distinct pleasure to introduce two of this year’s class officers, 
 



 

 

Class President, Colleen Kunz, 
And Vice President, Isaac Bendavid. 
 
"In recent years the Castleton Alumni Association created two special awards honoring an 
outstanding faculty member and a distinguished senior. It is now my honor to present 
those awards…………… 
 
The Alumni Association Outstanding Faculty Award recognizes a faculty member whose 
“excellence in teaching influences students well beyond graduation”.  Past recipients have 
included the most esteemed members of the faculty.   
 
This year’s honoree is the epitome of an excellent professor.  Many students nominated her, 
citing words like inspiring, loved, compassionate, rigorous, engaging and supportive.   
 
One student stated: “She makes you think in a way that will stay with you for your whole 
career and for your whole life.  She has glowing kindness and a gentle but wise voice.” On 
behalf of the Alumni Association, and the Alumni Board, I am pleased to present this award 
to Nursing Department Chair and Professor Leah Matteson. 
 
The Leonard C. Goldman Distinguished Senior Award is given to the graduating senior who 
has excelled in and out of the classroom, contributed to community service, and served as 
an example to others.   
 
This year’s honoree, nominated by several faculty and administrators, is widely admired 
and respected by all.  She is diligent, mature, wise, and accomplished.  She does all the right 
things even when no one is looking.  Her thirty minute commute from home did not 
interfere with involvement in and out of class as an active participant and leader, an 
exemplary ambassador for Castleton.  As the SOS Coordinator, Touchstones Teaching 
Assistant, and as a Music Department, Bridge Initiative, and Admissions student leader she 
has distinguished herself admirably.  As a genuinely humble person, she did not even 
imagine this award could go to her until she heard me make these last comments regarding 
her achievements.   Add genuine modesty to the list. 
   
On behalf of the Alumni Association and the Alumni Board, I am pleased to present this 
award to Cassie Papandrea. 
 
Eight years ago, an anonymous friend of Castleton gave the college a very special gift to 
establish an endowment for the purpose of each year honoring one of Castleton’s many 
dedicated, highly competent part-time faculty.  
 
This year’s deserving recipient was nominated by several full time faculty colleagues who 
have seen his outstanding teaching up close and personally.  Our honoree has an engaging, 
comfortable, intellectually stimulating and enjoyable teaching style.  He has written grants, 
worked on the Environmental Stewardship Program, and is now conducting literally 



 

 

ground breaking archaeological research through the South Champlain Historical 
Ecological Project.  He is a scholar, a mentor and a gentleman.  
 
 
Please join me in honoring the Outstanding Part-Time Faculty member for 2016: Sociology 
Professor Matthew Moriarty. 
 
Two generous and dedicated alumni have established the endowed award for full-time 
faculty.  Dick and Pat Richardson have contributed to this fund for the past few years, and 
now we are able to bestow full-time faculty recognition with a cash award spread over 
three years in honor of the Richardsons.  This award is given once every three years to 
shine a light on a terrific professor with remuneration of significant value.  This is a once in 
a career award.  The funds can be used for professional development or the enrichment of 
educational experiences for students.  The award, which also includes a plaque for the 
recipient, and a permanent plaque to be displayed in Woodruff, is based on the candidate’s 
teaching effectiveness, creativity of presentation, expertise in his/her field, and 
engagement with Castleton students in the community.  Three years ago the recipient was 
Professor Harry McEnerny. 
 
This year’s recipient is an amazing educator, involved with students in supportive and 
inspiring ways in and out of the classroom.  She builds connections with students and with 
the community.  She is known as one of the toughest, most rigorous professors on campus, 
and also one of the most respected.  She is innovative, pragmatic and creative, helping 
learning come to life with practical applications in the real world.    She has led the 
Castleton University training efforts for faculty interested in instructing online and hybrid 
courses.  She not only teaches students but she teaches teachers with wide admiration and 
appreciation.  I have witnessed her community engagement as well, as a respected 
instructor in the business community and as the esteemed liaison to our Blue Line Club. 
 
I can imagine that this year’s seniors will not be surprised at all when I ask all of you to 
please join me in honoring the Richardson Faculty Award for 2016: Professor Cathy Kozlik. 
 
Today’s Commencement speaker is one great guy.   His wife Andrea is even more 
wonderful.  You know their story.  Let me add a little color. 
 
I came to know the Phillips family because one of my all time favorite students, their 
daughter Mariah, was a Spartan, Class of 2012, and proud of it.  She still is.  I came to know 
Mariah even better seven years ago. 
 
For five days in April 2009, today’s speaker became the center of an extraordinary 
international drama when he was captured by pirates off the coast of Somalia who attacked 
and boarded his ship, the Maersk Alabama.  To protect his crew, he made a conscious 
decision to put himself directly in harm’s way, and offered himself as a hostage.  On April 
12 the US Navy SEALS rescued him.  The dramatic story was made into a motion picture 
starring Tom Hanks who, despite not being as good looking as the hero he portrayed, 



 

 

nevertheless nailed the part by living with the family and capturing the essence of the man, 
including that irresistible accent you are about to hear. 
 
 
How many of you have seen the movie?   Did you notice one of the first scenes, when Rich 
and Andrea are driving to the airport in their own minivan?  The best part of that movie 
may be that wonderful visual of the sticker on their rear windshield, depicting what in the 
old days we referred to as Castleton State College.   Beautiful sticker.  Jeff Weld would call it 
product placement.   
 
When the Captain was captured their family became the center of enormous worldwide 
attention.  We did our best to protect Mariah’s privacy, at her mom’s request.  I thought we 
were doing pretty well until we got a request from the ABC Nightly News, along with some 
other news outlets, to do a national story on Mariah and on Castleton, which I politely 
refused.  I wondered how it could have happened that they found us.  We had kept it 
confidential.  Not being on social media, then or now, still in the dark ages, what I hadn’t 
considered was… Facebook.  So there it was.  Thankfully the rescue on Easter Sunday 
transpired soon thereafter.   Mariah and I had planned to place yellow ribbons all over 
campus the next day to remember and honor her Dad, but thank goodness that was not 
necessary.   The entire world breathed a huge sigh of relief. 
 
Our esteemed speaker is a graduate of the Massachusetts Maritime Academy, a member of 
the International Organization of Masters, Mates and Pilots Union, and a licensed American 
merchant mariner.  And what a great guy with whom to enjoy a cold beer. 
 
We are honored to be in his presence. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, Captain Richard Phillips. 
 
CAPT. PHILLIPS ADDRESS  
 
Rich, thank you very much.   
College Steps is a program that provides post secondary support for students with varying 
abilities, including autism spectrum disorders. College Steps students earn a certificate in 
higher education over the course of two years by completing academic, vocational and 
campus life requirements.  
 
PRESIDENT:  "Will the Chief Academic Officer present the candidates for the Certificate in 
Higher Education?" 
 
TONY:  "Will the candidates for this Certificate please stand?" 
 
“President Wolk, I have the honor of presenting these candidates for the Certificate in 
Higher Education and to report that in the judgment of the faculty they have satisfactorily 
fulfilled all requirements for this Certificate." 



 

 

 
PRESIDENT:  "By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Vermont State Colleges Board 
of Trustees, I hereby confer upon you the Certificate in Higher Education." 
 
TONY: "Will the candidates please come forward to be recognized? 
 
   "Please hold your applause until all candidates have been presented." 
 
PRESIDENT:  "Will the Dean present the candidates for the degree of Master of Science?" 
 
JONATHAN: "Will the candidates for this degree please stand?" 
 
“President Wolk, I have the honor of presenting these candidates for the degree of Master 
of Science and to report that in the judgment of the faculty they have satisfactorily fulfilled 
all requirements for this degree." 
 
PRESIDENT:  "By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Vermont State Colleges Board 
of Trustees, I hereby confer upon you the degree of Master of Science." 
 
JONATHAN: "Will the candidates please come forward to be recognized and to receive 
their hoods? 
 
   "Please hold your applause until all candidates have been presented." 
 
PRESIDENT:  "Will the Dean present the candidates for the degree of Master of Arts?" 
 
JONATHAN: "Will the candidates for this degree please stand?" 
 
“President Wolk, I have the honor of presenting these candidates for the degree of Master 
of Arts and to report that in the judgment of the faculty they have satisfactorily fulfilled all 
requirements for this degree." 
 
PRESIDENT:  "By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Vermont State Colleges Board 
of Trustees, I hereby confer upon you the degree of Master of Arts." 
 
JONATHAN: "Will the candidates please come forward to be recognized and to receive 
their hoods? 
 
   "Please hold your applause until all candidates have been presented." 
PRESIDENT:  "Will the Chief Academic Officer present the candidates for the degree of 
Bachelor of Social Work?" 
 
TONY:  "Will the candidates for this degree please stand? 
   



 

 

”President Wolk, I have the honor of presenting these candidates for the degree of Bachelor 
of Social Work and to report that in the judgment of the faculty they have satisfactorily 
fulfilled all requirements for this degree." 
 
 
PRESIDENT:  "By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Vermont State Colleges Board 
of Trustees, I hereby confer the degree of Bachelor of Social Work." 
 
TONY:   "Will the candidates please come forward to be recognized? 
 
   "Please hold your applause until all candidates have been presented." 
 
PRESIDENT:  "Will the Chief Academic Officer present the candidates for the degree of 
Bachelor of Science?" 
 
TONY:  "Will the candidates for this degree please stand?  
“President Wolk, I have the honor of presenting these candidates for the degree of Bachelor 
of Science and to report that in the judgment of the faculty they have satisfactorily fulfilled 
all requirements for this degree." 
   
PRESIDENT:  "By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Vermont State Colleges Board 
of Trustees, I hereby confer the degree of Bachelor of Science." 
 
TONY:  "Will the candidates please come forward to be recognized? 
   "Please hold your applause until all candidates have been presented." 
PRESIDENT:  "Will the Chief Academic Officer present the candidate for the degree of 
Bachelor of Music?" 
 
TONY:   "Will the candidate for this degree please stand?" 
   
"President Wolk, I have the honor of presenting this candidate for the degree of Bachelor of 
Arts and to report that in the judgment of the faculty she has satisfactorily fulfilled all 
requirements for this degree." 
 
PRESIDENT: "By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Vermont State Colleges Board 
of Trustees, I hereby confer the degree of Bachelor of Music." 
 
TONY:  "Will the candidate please come forward to be recognized? 
  
PRESIDENT:  "Will the Chief Academic Officer present the candidates for the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts?" 
 
TONY:   "Will the candidates for this degree please stand?" 
   



 

 

"President Wolk, I have the honor of presenting these candidates for the degree of Bachelor 
of Arts and to report that in the judgment of the faculty they have satisfactorily fulfilled all 
requirements for this degree." 
 
 
 
PRESIDENT: "By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Vermont State Colleges Board 
of Trustees, I hereby confer the degree of Bachelor of Arts." 
 
TONY:  "Will the candidates please come forward to be recognized? 
 
"Please hold your applause until all candidates have been presented." 
 
PRESIDENT:  “Will the Associate Academic Dean present the candidates for the degree of 
Associate in Science?" 
 
JONATHAN:  "Will the candidates for this degree please stand?" 
   
"President Wolk, I have the honor of presenting these candidates for the degree of 
Associate in Science and to report that in the judgment of the faculty they have 
satisfactorily fulfilled all requirements for this degree." 
 
PRESIDENT: "By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Vermont State Colleges Board 
of Trustees, I hereby confer the degree of Associate in Science." 
 
JONATHAN: "Will the candidates please come forward to be recognized?" 
 
"Please hold your applause until all candidates for the degree have been presented.”  
 
PRESIDENT:  “Will the Dean present the candidate for the degree of Associate in Arts?" 
 
JONATHAN:  "Will the candidate for this degree please stand?" 
   
"President Wolk, I have the honor of presenting this candidate for the degree of Associate 
in Science and to report that in the judgment of the faculty he has satisfactorily fulfilled all 
requirements for this degree." 
 
PRESIDENT: "By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Vermont State Colleges Board 
of Trustees, I hereby confer the degree of Associate in Arts." 
 
JONATHAN: "Will the candidate please come forward to be recognized?" 
 
"Please hold your applause until all candidates for the degree have been presented." 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 
“You have made a difference at Castleton. Now go out and make a difference in the world. 
Ladies and gentlemen … . the Class of 2016.”  
 
 “I would like to ask Zach Shambo to come forward in front of the stage to lead your 
classmates in singing the Castleton anthem. Please join us in singing our anthem.  At the 
conclusion, graduates should remain standing, but I ask the audience to please be seated so 
that everyone has a good view of the recession.  
  
CASTLETON ANTHEM 
 
          There's a place we'll ne'er forget 
               As the twilight deepens 
           Hallowed halls we'll long recall 
          As we sing of our dear Alma Mater. 
 
             Castleton our voices raised 
              Ever mindful of those days 
             Ere we go our sep'rate ways 
             Alma Mater, thee we praise. 
 
           Sing it always clear and strong 
                  Sing it ever after 
          Show the spirit of us all and the 
             Love of our dear Alma Mater. 
 
             Castleton our voices raised 
              Ever mindful of those days 
             Ere we go our sep'rate ways 
             Alma Mater, thee we praise. 
 
 


